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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!
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0800 856 2029
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN
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Tehran, Bangkok discusstradeties

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Ambassador to Thailand, Ramin Mehmandoost and
the Thai industry minister in Bangkok Monday discussed avenues for pro-

motion of bilateral economic and trade relations.

Meeting with the Thai official on the threshold of the imminent visit to
Iran by the Thai foreign minister, Mehmandoost expressed Iran’s readiness
to supply Thailand with its needed crude il and steel, IRNA reported.

He also told the Thai official that Iran is ready to cooperate with Thai ex-
perts in establishing sugar refinery and chemical fertilizer plants.

The Thai official welcomed the idea and said Bangkok will
buying oil from Iran and is for closer consultation between the two countries

officials on issues of mutual interests.

President Khatami:

Easing tension in world, Iran’s
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Renowned Iranian scholar,
philosopher passes away

foreign policy priority

TEHRAN- Iran’s President Mohammad Kha
tami told visiting Finnish Foreign Minister Mrs.
Tajra Karina Halonen here Monday that de-
fusing tension worldwide is Iran’s number  one
priority in her foreign policy making.

He told Mrs. Halonen that the world has suf-
fered a lot as the result of acts of terrorism which
condition, he said, had “blackened the face of the
20th century,” IRNA reported.

The Iranian president briefly referred to the
damage that the Islamic Republic had incurred as
the result of having been avictim  of terrorism,
and observed that any dialog for obliterating or-
ganized violent acts worldwide would have to be
with the idea of prevailing justicein the world and
could be undertaken only after recognizing  the
equa status of all nations as humans, and of their
being first degree citizens of the world.

President Khatami said because of the presence
of terrorism and of other unjust situations the cur-
rent century could aptly be called one of un-
justified discriminations.

The foreign minister of Finland said that her
government would be head of European Union for
the next term and that Finland looked forward to
broadening relations with Iran as head of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

She also praised President Khatami’s proposi-
tion for designating the year 2,001 the year of di-
alog between civilizations.

Meanwhile, in their second round of talks here
Monday, Iran’s Foreign Minister Kama Kharrazi

and his Finnish counterpart reviewed, among oth-
er topics, the situation in neighboring Afghanistan,
the issue of Karabakh, and Iran's initiatives for
keeping regional peace.

The foreign ministers of Iran and Finland also
discussed the issue of transfer of energy viathe Ira-
nian soil to the Persian Gulf, and Iran’s unique stat-
us as the best channel for the conduit of the Cas-
pian Sea oil to the Persian Gulf.

In his brief reference to the situation in Af-
ghanistan Kharrazi aso observed that the inter-
national community would do well to exert pres-
sure on the Taliban in Afghanistan to bring to
justice the slayers of Iranian officials in Mazar-i-
Sharif last month.

Kharrazi said the Wye Plantation agreement be-
tween Yasser Arafat and the head of the Zionist re-
gime does not ensure the denied rights of the Pal-
estinians in their entirety, and would simply divide
them in their confrontation with the Zionist regime.

Referring to the situation in Irag, Kharrazi said
that the Islamic Republic had repeatedly said that
the crisis between Irag and the United Nations
could not be solved militarily.

The foreign ministers of Iran and Finland also
agreed that regular exchange of opinion should be
maintained between Iran and the EU for  de-
veloping mutual, regional and international coop-
eration.

Speaking to reporters here Monday, Ms Ha
lonen said Finland and Iran will explore security

related issues, human rights and refugee problems
inajoint gathering to be held in Helsinki.

Without elaborating on the date of the gath-
ering, she said that a group of academics, diplomats
and politicians from both countries  would par-
ticipate in the gathering.

She further hoped that representatives from the
two countries non-governmental organizations can
participate in the gathering.

The Finnish foreign minister added that prob-
lems will not be solved if there is no talk and that
Finland as the rotatory president of the European
Union in 1999 will follow up constructive  di-
aogue between the EU and the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Undoubtedly the talks will begin with general
and simple issues and gradually proceeds to cover
more complex issues, Halonen stressed.

Although it is difficult to make distinction be-
tween simple and  complex issues, Finland will
follow up positive and constructive talks with Iran.

The Finnish minister also called Iran an im-
portant country ina  complex, difficult and at the
same time interesting region and said Helsinki
maintains that Tehran can forge regional coop-
eration and boost regional relations with the EU.

She termed as positive and effective the results
of talks she had with Iranian officials during her
visit to Tehran.

At the end of her visit to Tehran Iran and Fin-
land are to sign two economic agreements. Ha-
lonen arrived here Sunday for atwo-day visit.

Cabinet approves outlines
for next year budget

TEHRAN- The cabinet
in its session Monday night,
chaired by President Mo-
hammad Khatami, approved
general policies for com-
piling the year 1378 (starts

March 21, 1999) budget bill.
The ministers emphasized
limiting government spend-
ings asthe underlying prin-
ciple for compiling the bud-
get, IRNA reported.

Iran, Oman reach
agreement on military,
logistical cooperation

TEHRAN- Iranian Minister of Defense Rear-Admiral
Ali Shamkhani and Omani Minister of Defense Badr bin

Saud bin Hareb al-Busaidi in Tehran on Monday reached
agreement to hold military and logistical cooperation.

According to the agreement, the military experts of
the two countries would be allowed to take part in mil-
itary exercises to be launched by Iran and Oman, IRNA
reported.

Al-Busaidi said a joint military friendship committee
would follow up the two countries decisions on military
cooperation.

He said there exists no obstacle to the implementation
of the Tehran-Muscat military pact.

The Omani minister of defense said an Omani delega-
tion composed of military experts would visit the ISlamic
Republic of Iran soon to  prepare the grounds for imple-
mentation of the accords.

Al-Busaidi expressed hope that the military accord be-
tween Iran  and Oman would set a pattern for defense
cooperation among the regional states.

Shamkhani said the military accord between the two
countries would serve the security and stability of the
Persian Gulf region.

Shamkhani accepted Al-Busaidi’s proposal on par-
ticipation of lranian military experts in Oman’s military
exercises.

The Omani minister of defense invited his Iranian
counterpart to visit Oman. Shamkhani accepted the in-
vitation to take placeinan  appropriate opportunity.

Al-Busaidi wound up his three-day visit to Tehran and
left Tehran on Monday afternoon. He was seen off by his
Iranian counterpart at the Tehran airport.

According to the note 26
of the budget bill, approved

Monday night, provinces
have more flexibility in how
to spend their allocated
budget.

The cabinet aso ap-
proved the continuation of
the cadastre program by the
Documents Registration Of-
fice into the year 1378.

The Nationa Railway
Company was authorized to
use 30 percent of its rev-
enues for investments in the
country’s railway network.
The said investment would
be exempt from state taxes.

The cabinet also took
measures to help expansion
of the transportation fleet in
the country.

Per the ministers de
cision, special bank credits
would be extended to parties
purchasing buses to add to
the transportation  fleet.
Moreover, the Road and
Transportation Ministry
would pick up the service
charges and interests for the
said loans up to a total
amount of RIs30 hillion.

TEHRAN - Renowned
Iranian Muslim scholar and
philosopher Allameh Mo-
hammad-Taqgi Ja fari died of
cancer at a London hospital
on Monday. He was 73.

Jafari, who had trav-
elled to London last week to
undergo chemotherapy, also
had a brain stroke on Sat-
urday while being treated for
his lung cancer, IRNA re-
ported.

He was born in Tabriz
(East Azarbaijan Province)
in 1925 and later moved to
Najaf, Irag, after completing
his education and pre-
liminary studies at Iranian
seminaries.

The Iranian scholar was
an expert on jurisprudence,
oriental and Islamic phi-
losophy as well as law, arts
and aesthetics. He wrote
more than 100 books and
treaties.

The great philosopher
has written a 27 volume
book on interpretation of
‘Nahjul Balagha (the let-
ters and sermons of Imam
Ali (as), the first Imam of
the Prophet Mohammad's
(peace be upon him) in-
fallible household) and a 15
volume book on inter-
pretation of ‘Masnavi’ (col-

Man entitled to lead a decent

life, enjoy dignity

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here on Monday that the
Holy Quran is a divine book
which guides man towards
eternal life.

The emphasis laid by
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) and his in-
falible household on recita-
tion of the Holy Quran
aimed to publicize the rec-
itation of this divine book
and get it out of the monopo-
ly of certain groups like
scholars and thinkers, IRNA
guoted the president as say-
ing. The president made the
remarks at the inaugural cer-
emony of the 15th inter-
national Holy Quran recita-
tion and memorization
contest, which opened here
Monday on the occasion of
the Eid ul Mab'ath, the day
when Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH) was assigned as the
last of the God's mes
sengers.

Recitation and mem-

orization of the Holy Quran
had served as an important
factor to prevent the Holy
Book from being distorted
long before the publishing
and printing came to ex-
istence, said the president.

The Holy Quran is the
book which promotes virtues
and divert man’'s attention
towards nature, the president
said.

Quran €iminates hy-
pocrisy, arrogance, lust, jeal-
ousy, animosity and lies
from man’'s heart, Khatami
noted.

President Khatami said
that any religion and school
of thought forgetting man is
against man’'s nature and is
thus doomed to failure.

“Idlam is above men and
generations communion
with Quran and Islam will
be the origin of a new civ-
ilization... when we speak of
Islamic civilization this does
not mean returning to the
past,” hesaid.

Asian countries express concern
over nuclear armsrace in region

TEHRAN - Some hun-
dred representatives from 15
world countries  together
with a number of others
from several international

agencies in Almaty on Mon-
day expressed concern over
nuclear arms race in Asia
and the nuclear tests in India

|ranian architect initiates quake-resistant houses

TEHRAN- An lranian architect and the  turesonthe
founder of the California Ingtitute of
Earth Art and Architecture (Cal-Earth) in
Hesperia, Nader Khdlili, has managed to
build quake-resistant houses in Hesperia.

Municipality officials of Hesperia con-
firmed that Khalili and his colleaguesin Cal-
Earth, 80 miles (120 km) northeast of Los
Angeles in the Mojave desert, using sand-
bags and barbed wire, managed to build
stable houses, IRNA reported.

Refining a technique he calls “super-
adobe”, Khalili used these  materials on
earth to build houses so stable they have won
official approval from city building author-
ities on California’s seismic fault line.
Touring different parts of his homeland Kha-
lili, in his 60s, experimented with a tech-
nique that turned traditional domed, vaulted
adobe (mud brick) houses into rain- and
earthquake-resisting ceramic  structures by
firing them for up to three days with giant
kerosene burners.

Strands of barbed wire laid between the
rows of sandbags hold them together like
velcro. The roofs of Khalili’'s houses are
self-supporting domes or vaults so no timber
beams or trusses are needed, an important
consideration in arid zones.

In 1984 Khalili made a presentation to
the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) on how his methods
could be used to build shelters on the Moon
or Mars.

According to him astro-builders could fill
bags with the sand and grit of the lunar or
Martian surface, reducing the need to trans-
port  construction materials from earth at
great cost. He also believes the sun's heat
could be harnessed to make ceramic struc-

shelter.”

transfer of

planets.

Hesperia authorities confirmed his build-
ings after they conducted earthquake tests on
superadobe structures at the Cal-Earth site.

Khalili maintains that superadobe is also
ideal for emergency housing for refugees
from war or natural disasters. “You can just
drop the empty bags and barbed wire from
aircraft and send in an instructor to show
people how to use them to build their own

Frogmen launch maneuvers
In Oman Sea

CHABAHAR- Frogmen of the army’s
naval forces launched a three-day war
games in the waters of Sea of Oman,
south of Iran, Sunday. A spokesman for
the maneuvers, Captain Hashemzadeh,
told IRNA that the war games are part of
the annual exercises of the naval forces
of the army. He said that frogmen teams
of the naval bases and navy headquarters
of the army will participate in the ma-
neuvers which include concentration of
forces, assessment of communications
facilities, frogmen’s attack on shores and
exit from ports. The naval war games will
be conducted in an area with a span of
1600 nautical miles of Oman Sea coast-
line. Promaotion of combat readiness of
helicopters in support of frogmen and ves-
sels, evauation of the performance of
commanders in
ficiency of underwater equipment and
expertise to younger forces
are parts of the objectives followed in the
maneuvers.

leading forces, ef-

and Pekistan this year. The
participantsin the Almaty in-
ternational gathering which
was held to explore ways
for  non-proliferation  of
weapons of mass de-
struction, called on India and
Pakistan to sign the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), IRNA reported from
Almaty. India conducted five
nuclear tests in spring this
year which were followed
by seven tests by Pakistan.
Representatives  from

Kazakhstan, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarussia, Georgia,
Iran, Gyrgyzstan, China,
Russia, U.S,, Tgjikistan, Tur-
key, Turkmenistan, Uzbeki-
stan and Ukraine are par-
ticipating in the conference.

A number of other repre-
sentatives from several inter-
national organization, in-
cluding the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), are dso attending
the gathering which will end
work on Tuesday.

Iran, Tajikistan sign 19-point
accord to develop trade

TEHRAN - lranian
Minister of Construction Ji-
had Mohammad Saeedi-Kya
and Tajik Minister of Econ-
omy and Foreign Trade Dou-
lat Osman signed a 19-point
agreement in Dushanbe on
to develop trade between the
two countries.

The agreement was
reached at the end of the sec-
ond session of Tehran-
Dushanbe joint economic
commission, IRNA reported.

According to the agree-
ment Iranian oil exploration
company Ronash-Dezh will
carry out exploration in the
Tajik oil and gas-fields. The
company will announce its
conditions to sign respective
pacts within a month.

Tajikistan has decided to
buy pipes from Iran to set up
pipelines to carry gas from
Khoje Sartiz oil-field in Taj-
ikistan and seeks lranian
cooperation to set up a plant
to produce tar (asphalt).

Iran will hold short-term
training courses in the field

of veterinary, fishing, forest-
ry and pasture for the Tajik
experts.

The two ministers agreed
to facilitate banking trans-
actions between Iran and
Tajikistan.

Iran will provide Tajiki-
stan  with  technological
know-how to produce sy-
ringe and serums and build
small hydroelectric  power
plants.

Iran will help Tajikistan
to set up self-employed vo-
cational center in Dushanbe
and will establish an ex-
clusive trade exhibit in the
republic.

The agreement envis-

aged opening of the Tajik
Chamber of Commerce in
Tehran. Iran will export cru-
cible bricks to Tgjikistan for
building of auminium pro-
ducing plants.
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Added that the era of Is-
lamic civilization is over but
Isam ill exists and that
“we should get to know the
world and human being
with an attitude bestowed
upon us by the Holy Quran
and the Almighty God.”

Today’'s man suffers
from extremism in looking
at the world and the here-
after, the president said.

Noting that man is en-
titled to lead a decent life
and enjoy dignity and re-
spect and it is under this
condition that man can
make progress, President
Khatami concluded.

lection of poems by the sev-
enth century Iranian poet
Maulana Jalaluddin  Rumi
known as Mowlavi).

He also attended 70 ses-
sions of debate with such
foreign scholars as Bernard
Arthur Russels, Professor
Abdussalam, Roger Garaudy
and Professor Rosenthal.

Jafari aso presented
more than 120 essays on Is-
lamic studies, philosophy
and science to international
seminars.

President ~ Mohammad
Khatami had conferred a
medal of honor in science
on Allameh Jafari in rec-
ognition of his 50-year long
scientific services and schol-
arly efforts.  Meanwhile,
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution Ayatollah Ali Kha
menei here Monday sent a

Iran’sart, culture exhibitions start work in Italy

TEHRAN - Iran’s culture and art exhibitions simultaneously opened in
Anzio and Nettuno, two cities of Italy Sunday.

Handicrafts items, historic and artistic works along with photos and mo-
vies are included in the exhibitions which will run for ten days, IRNA re-
ported from Rome.

Iran’s attractive tourist sites, ancient historic monuments, its nature, |s-
lamic arts and architecture, stamp collections and caligraphy works are on
show in the exhibitions which are also to screen Iranian feature films.

The exhibitions are sponsored by Iran’s culture house in Italy.

Furthermore, special training courses are being held during the exhibi-
tionsto introduce Islamic arts to those intersted.

message of condolences on
the departure of the re-
nowned lranian scholar and
philosopher Allameh Ja'fari.

In his message, the Lead-
er caled Allameh Jafari’s
departure as a great blow to
the scientific and cultural so-
ciety of the country.

Ayatollah Khamenel also
condoled with the family of
the late Ja' fari, scientific so-
ciety, Muslim ulema and his
students too.

The Leader's message
further touched on Jafari’s
scientific and religious ef-
forts over more than 45 year
and said Allameh Jafari
had created valuable works
and after the culmination of
the Islamic Revolution in
1979, his bright thought was
accorded a warm welcome
by science-thirsty people.

Iran, Lebanon can play
key rolein influencing
regional, global issues

TEHRAN- President Mohammad Khatami on Mon-
day received the visiting Lebanese Prime Minister, Rafik

Hariri.

In the meeting, the Iranian president, referring to the

friendly relations between the two countries, expressed
hope that mutual relations would further broaden
based on the good will and determination of the two
countries, IRNA reported.

Pointing to the sensitive relations between Iran and
Lebanon, the president said that the two countries can
play a significant role in influencing regional and global
issues.

President Khatami also congratulated the new Leb-
anese President, Emile Lahoud on his taking office and
expressed hope that his presidency tenure would be a
prosperous time for both the nation and government of
Lebanon.

Highlighting Iran’s detente policy as the most pivotal
principle of the country’s foreign diplomacy, the pres-
ident said “we never  welcome any move that might
spark acrisis.”

Voicing support for the resistance of the Lebanese na-
tion to the Zionist regime's aggressions, the president
said “we believe  that the real peace will be formed in
the region when the rights and dignity of the Palestinian
nation are fully observed.”

The Lebanese prime minister in reply, conveyed the
greetings of the Lebanese president to President Khatami

and briefed him on
in his country.

reconstruction projects under way

In conclusion, President Khatami expressed hope that
the country would be reconstructed as soon as possible.

Iran not keen on more OPEC cuts

TEHRAN - Iran is the
latest OPEC heavyweight to
oppose  supporting a new
round of cuts at next week’'s

ministeriadl meeting  in
Vienna, according to Petrole-
um Argus.

It quotes a senior official
saying that Iran “will not be
in the front line” of coun-
tries pressing for further re-
ductions. It follows the fail-
ure of cuts of 2.6 million
barrels per day in the Riyadh
pact to shore up oil prices,
IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

The weekly cited Iranian
officials insisting that there
should be no more cuts un-
til the issue of Iraq's share
has been resolved. OPEC
members, benefiting from
Irag sanctions, have not
reigned in their extra output
to accommodate the return
of nearly 2 m bpd.

Saudi Arabia and Ven-
ezuela have dready in-
dicated their opposition for
further quota reductions.

In a commentary, Pe-
troleum Argus supported the
opposition to cuts, saying
the only way OPEC can

Huge sturgeon
caught in
Caspian Sea

SARI, Mazandaran - A
huge sturgeon weighing 450
kg was caught Sunday off
the shores of the city of Nour
in the Province of Ma
zandaran.

The provincia Fisheries
Organization reported that
more than 53 kg of caviar
was obtained from the stur-
geon which was 3.5 meters
long and 30-year-old.

In the recent years, to
protect and boost the Cas-
pian Sea resources, stur-
geon, in particular, the pro-
vincial Fisheries
Organization has released
many sturgeon fingerlings
into the sea.
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boost revenue in the current-
ly depressed climate is by
increasing its market share.
The tragedy is that the
organization has “under-
mined its long-term  busi-
ness’ by seeking to control

prices, it said. Having al-
ready lost its share of world
output from over a half in
1973 to barely a third, it
suggested that “yesterday’s
folly makes for today’s wis-
dom.”

New Foreign Ministry spokesman
appointed

TEHRAN - Hamidreza Assefi was appointed spokesman
of the Iranian Foreign Ministry by Foreign Minister Kamal

Kharrazi Monday.

Assefi was previoudy Iranian ambassador to East Ger-
many, director general of America department, and director
general of Western Europe department of the Foreign Min-

istry of Iran.

Iran, Poland enjoy extensive facilities
to promote cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Warsaw, Mo-
hammad Taheri met and con-
ferred with head of the
Polish Chamber of Com-
merce Andrzy Arendarski. In
the meeting, Arendarski said
that Iran and Poland enjoy
extensive facilities which
can help expand trade ex-
changes between the two
countries, IRNA reported
from Bonn. He also said that
the recent visit of the Polish
commerce minister to Teh-
ran and formation of Iran-
Poland joint economic com-
mission have prepared the
ground for mutual coop-
eration. According to the Ira-
nian embassy in Warsaw, the
Polish official welcomed an
invitation extended to him
by his Iranian counterpart to
visit Tehran, hoping that dur-

ing his trip he would visit
Iran’s free trade zones and
theKishisland in particular.

The Iranian ambassador
briefed the Polish official on
the latest economic develop-
ments in the region and said
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran can act as a bridge be-
tween Poland and regional
markets.

Iran and Poland can ex-
pand cooperation in the areas
of oail, gas, petrochemical,
agriculture and industry, he
said.

The Iranian ambassador
a so submitted the draft letter
of understanding for joint
cooperation between the two
countries chambers of com-
merce, hoping that during
Arendarski’s visit to Tehran,
Iran-Poland joint chamber of
commerce would be formed.
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