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Foreign Ministry opens bureau
In Kish
KISH - lranian Foreign Ministry on Tuesday inaugurated its bureau in

Kishisland in the Persian Gulf.
Managing Director of the Kish Free Trade Zone Mohammad-Reza Y az-

dan Panah said that Iran’s Foreign Ministry has established
serve foreign visitors to the Kish island.

He told IRNA that the bureau is ready to also issue visas for foreign

tourists who wish to travel to other parts of the country.

Referring to the facilities available in Kish for the tourists, Yazdan Pe-
nah noted that at present different hotels and residential centres with over
8,000 bedsin Kish are ready to serve the domestic and foreign tourists.

Some Foreign Ministry officials and the head of the bureau of the Iranian
Foreign Ministry participated in the inaugural ceremony of the Kish bureau.

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei
here Tuesday said that
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) was the most
dignified man in the history
of mankind and was delegat-
ed with the demanding task
of guiding human beings.

Addressing a large gath-
ering of high-ranking state
officials and military com-
manders as well as heads of
Muslim foreign diplomatic
missions in Iran who paid a
courtesy cal on the an-
niversary of the assignment
to prophethood of Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon
him), Ayatollah Khamenei
remarked that Islam isthe re-
ligion of freedom and de-
velopment.

“All that we haveisfrom
Islam, Holy Quran and the
teachings of that great man,”
he said calling for the Islam-
ic Ummah to unite and put
down differences.

“The Islamic Revolution
based its foundation on Is-
lamic teachings and codes
due to the fact that the Ira
nian nation was thoroughly

familiar with those Quranic
teachings, divine injunctions

and Islamic  precincts,”
IRNA quoted the Leader as
saying.

The Leader stated that
based on a wedth of spir-
ituality, enlightenment and
sincerity instilled in their
souls, our youth have been
able to take great strides to-
wards the divine truth and
the teachings of the Holy
Quran.

“If the caring ummah,
the intelligentsia, and schol-
ars of our nation are to ded-
icate and devote their time to
this great movement of the
people toward the ideals of
Islamic precepts, our
achievements would be enor-
mous beyond the limits of
human grasp,” remarked
Ayatollah Khamenei.

The Leader rejected any
norm that would employ
Western thoughts and means
to attain the enlightenment
of Islamic precepts.

The Leader said, “in an
Islamic environment and in
the light of guidance of Is-
lam, there exists no barrier,
restriction or limitation for

r

New York.
Herndel,

U.N. envoys
condemn massacre
of Iranian diplomats

TEHRAN - The representatives of different countries
in the sixth committee of the General Assembly
United Nations in legal affairsin New York on Monday
condemned the massacre of Iranian diplomats by Taliban
group in Mazar-i Sharif on August 8, 1998.

The sixth committee was scrutinizing the agenda on
the issues of security and immunity of diplomatic repre-
sentatives, envoys and consulate, IRNA reported from

Referring to the massacre of Iranian diplomats, Kurt
Austrian representative representing EU,
Czech, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania,
Slovenia, Cyprus, Iceland and
“this is an old issue (on the immunity) of the diplomats
which has been trespassed and definitely unacceptable.”
The Norwegian representative, Jarle Alissen repre-

~

of the

Liechtenstein said,

senting north  European (Scandinavian) countries said
that the massacre of Iranian diplomats has no logical ex-
planation. He added that there needed to be some sort of

coordination between countries exchanging diplomats.

Yassim Bakal, Turkey’'s representative also con-
demned the massacre of diplomats in the area where Tal-
iban had complete influence.
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Leader calls on world
Muslims to unite

the advancement of man-
kind towards sciences and to
the ethical, political develop-
ment of human beings.”

“What restricts man is
his lack of innovation and
his  shortcomings in bene-
fitting from the teachings of
Islam and his deficiency in
the precise comprehension
of Islam,” the Leader of the
Isamic Revolution con-
cluded. In a brief con-
gratulatory speech to the
Leader on the auspicious oc-
casion President Mo-
hammad Khatami  said,
“more than any time before,
our modern world is in need
of Quranic guidance.”

The president further
pointed out that the Muslims
need to move towards the
grandeur and dignity of Is-
lam and restore its glorious
status and honor in the his-
tory of mankind.”

Finnish foreign minister:

|ran vigt
‘constructive

ISFAHAN - The visiting Finnish Foreign Minister
Tajra Karina Halonen here Tuesday visited the world fa-
mous historic sites of this Iranian central province.

During her one day tour of the historical city, Ha-
lonen visited the historical  monuments of Magjid-e
Shaikh Lotfollah, Magjid-e Imam, Ali-Qappo build-
ing, Imam Square (Nagsh Jahan), Qaissariyeh portal and
bazaar, Chehel-Sotoon Palace, historical bridges on Zay-
andeh-Roud and Vank Church in Jolfa of Isfahan located
in the vicinity of this great historical city and once the
seat of Safavid dynasty.

At the end of her tour of Isfahan the Finnish minister
of foreign affairs then left here for Doha, capital of Qa
tar.

Halonen arrived in Tehran on Sunday for two-day
visit to hold talks with President Mohammad Khatami
and Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi.

Before leaving Tehran, she told reporters at Meh-
rabad airport that her visit to Iran was ‘ constructive’ and
that she exchanged views with the Iranian officials on
further expansion of bilateral relations between Tehran
and Helsinki.

Halonen noted that she also exchanged views on the
regional developments related to the issues of Af-
ghanistan, Tajikistan, Iraq and Karabakh.

Prehistoric site discovered

1N Semnan

SEMNAN - A prehistoric site was discovered in Lassgjard region of
Semnan Province last week, director genera of the provincia cultural her-
itage department Abolfazl Mortezaie saidy.

Mortezaie said that evidence indicates that the region ‘Aspi-Tappeh’
(white hill) was inhabited by people of ancient civilizations going back to
fifth, third and first millenniums BC. “Preliminary studies indicate that Aspi-
Tappeh was an important cultural center in the prehistoric period,” Mortezaie
said “The site has cultura links with Damghan’s Tappeh-Hessar and Sar-
Foulad cemetery in Semnan. Moreover, the passage of the Silk Road in its
vicinity has added to the region’s importance,” he added.

Some 400 historical works, hills and sites have so far been identified in
the northeastern province of semnan.

Iran rejects reports on
negotiations with Taliban

TEHRAN - An informed
official at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry here Tuesday
categorically rejected reports
by some foreign media al-
leging that a high-ranking
delegation from the Iranian
Foreign Ministry is in Af-
ghanistan to negotiate with
the Taliban group over pres-
ence of Iran’s soldiers on Af-
ghan border and Tdiban's
prisoners in lranian jails.

The Iranian Foreign Min-
istry official told IRNA that
a technica  team has been
dispatched to Afghanistan in
order to inspect premises of
the Iranian embassy, con-
sulates, bureaux as well as
the Iranians’  trucks seized
by the Taliban group in that
country on August 8, 1998.

He went on to say that
as far as the murderers of
the Iranian diplomats and
journalist in Mazar-i Sharif
are not arrested and pun-

Morocco ready to bolster relationswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic  Guidance Ataollah
Mohajerani and the Mo-
roccan Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Abdessalam
Zaninad held talks in Rabat
Monday.

In the meeting, the Mo-
roccan minister voiced read-
iness of his country to fur-
ther  bolster political,
economic and cultura re-

lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

He dso thanked Iran’s
First Vice-President Hassan
Habibi for inviting the Mo-
roccan prime  minister for
paying a visit to Iran, IRNA
reported from Paris.

Referring to the po-
tentialities of the two coun-
tries for boosting  coop-
eration  specifically in
economic affairs, Zaninad

called for encouraging mu-
tual investments, paving the
way for exchange of tourists
between the two nations and
bilateral cooperation at the
international forums.
Categorically  rejecting
the claims of some Western
circles  that human rights
were not observed in the Is-
lamic countries, the Mo-
roccan official stated that
“for observing human rights

Funeral procession for
prominent scholar

TEHRAN - A funera
procession was to be held to-
day for prominent scholar
and philosopher Allameh
Mohammad-Tagji Ja fari
who passed away a a Lon-
don hospital Monday due to
lung cancer and brain death.

The procession was
scheduled to be held from
Tehran University.

According to a com-
munique issued by head-
quarters for the funera pro-

First exhibition of precious stones
opensin Tehran

TEHRAN - The Ministry
of Mines and Metals has
sponsored the first exhibition
dedicated to precious stones
in Tehran, said Ali Almasi, a
deputy at the ministry.

He told IRNA that people
for along time have been in-
terested in mining of pre-
cious metals and currently, in
line with the government pol-

icy of promotion of non-oil
exports, the exploitation of
precious stones has increased
significantly in the country.
Almas said that the va
riety, light weight, dimen-
sions and high prices are
some of the characteristics as-
sociated with precious stones,
adding that in iran turquoise
and agate have been more

Intl. Roshd film festival
concludes work

TEHRAN - The 28th international ‘Roshd’ film and video fes-

tival concluded itswork.

Addressing the closing ceremony, Minister of Education Hossein
Mozafar said today films and software have turned into basic tools
for educational systems. He aso noted that Iranian children and
young adults in the post-revolution era enjoyed a higher degree of
awareness and knowledge than their predecessors before the revolu-
tion. This indicates that the mere presence of teachers in classrooms
and their teaching from books will not satisfy students any longer, he
added. 22 out of 119 films participating in the competition sector of
the festival were awarded at the closing ceremony.

The U.N. production, ‘The story of three cities' by S. Litveski,
and ‘The young heroes by an American director were awarded di-

plomas of honor by thejury.

The jury also paid tribute to the films ‘the May lady' by Rakh-
shan Bani Etemad, ‘Appl€ by Samira Makhmalbaf and ‘A mother’s
love by Kama Tabrizi and granted its silver award to the feature
film ‘To beor not to be' by Kianoosh Ayari. Four video-clipsaso re-
ceived diplomas of honor by thejury.

Kianoosh Ayari won the prize for the best director for his film
‘To beor not to be’ while Khosrow Sinaie received the special award
of thejury for thefilm ‘The autumn alies'.

Some 485 films by domestic and 26 by foreign producers took
part in the festival this year of which 119 were selected for the com-
petition sector and 73 were screened in the festival.

For the first time since the inauguration of the festival, eight
films by Iranian school students were admitted to the week-long
event which was organized by the Ministry of Education.

The youngest director was 9 and the oldest 17 years old.

The films and video films introduced to the festival were
screened in Tehran and 22 other provinces.

U.S. appealsfor consensus on Baku-Ceyhan pipeline

TEHRAN - Answering
critics of the U.S. undying sup-
port for the building of an oil
pipeine from Baku to the
Turkish port of Ceyhan, U.S.
Energy Secretary Bill Richard-
son said Tuesday that he re-
alized it “must be built on com-
mercialy reasonable terms”
To be viable, the next critical
step should be discussion on
the creation of amain pipeline
company of both east and west
Caspian producers, he sad,
urging internationa oil firms
and regiond countries to

reach a “consensus solution,”
IRNA reported from London.

His cal follows the Azer-
baijan international operating
consortium further delaying a
decision on its preferred export
route after Richardson en-
dorsed U.S. support for the
building of the Baku-Ceyhan
line a the end of October.

Bankers have also since ex-
pressed doubts about the vi-
ability of the plan and whether
there is sufficient oil east of the
Caspian to justify the huge ex-
penditure.

popular.

He stated that currently,
28 locations in the country,
have deposits of precious
stones, which will be ex-
panded in the near future.

He said that deposits of
various kind of precious
stones such as, turquoise,
agate, garnet, topaz, jasper
and tourmaline have been
identified in Iran.

Almasi  expressed the
hope that initially, exhibitions
of precious stones can be
held in touristic cities, pro-
ceeded by international  ex-
hibitions.

He reiterated that the
Ministry of Mines and Met-
als, to promote activity in the
sector, has shouldered all the
costs associated with the ex-
hibition, adding that in addi-
tion to uncut stones, various
kinds of processed stones will
aso be displayed at the ex-
hibition.

The Ministry of Mines
and Metals, to boost mining
of precious stones, will pro-
vide facilities to the interested
parties for  exploration, Al-
masi added.

He concluded by saying
that to expand activity and
boost employment in the sec-
tor, simultaneous with the ex-
hibition, registration of the
people interested in the art of
stone cutting will also be
held.

The exhibition is held at
‘Niavaran’ cultural center in
northern Tehran and will
close on November 20.

In his appeal made on the
first day of the oil and money
conference in London, Rich-
ardson referred to governments
as well as internationd oil
companies having to adjust
their operations and strategies
to ‘reflect current market con-
ditions'.

The immediate reactions
from oil anaysts was that his
cal for the establishment of a
new pipeline company would
only add to the ddays in
choosing a main export route
for Caspian crude production.

cession, after the ceremony
in Tehran, the body will be
flown to Mashhad for burial
a the shrine of Imam Reza
(as.), the eight Imam of the
Household of prophet Mo-
hammad (peace be upon

him).

The statement invited the
public to take part in the fu-
neral procession.

Allameh Jafari's body
was flown to Tehran from
London on Wednesday.

European ship industry
asked to stop dumping
toxic wastesin Asia

TEHRAN - The Netherlands-based environmental or-
ganization ‘Greenpeace’ has asked the developed coun-
triesto stop sending toxic ships-for-scrap to Asia.

“Old ships contain toxic materials. Developed coun-
tries export such ships to Asia to escape environmental
and worker safety liabilities in their own countries,” reads
a Greenpeace news release, issued in New Delhi Tues
day.
The release says that exports of ships for scrap is a
“clear violation” of international agreements and Eu-
ropean laws that prohibit the export of hazardous wastes
from devel oped to developing countries.”

The India representative of Greenpeace, Nityanand
Jayaraman, told IRNA Tuesday that Dutch-British P& O
Nedloyd Ship Making Company has sold for scrapping
seven ships to India, Bangladesh and China since March
1998.

“Greenpeace and Basel Action Network (BAN) ac-
tivists also held a demonstration at Barcelona harbor on
November 16, demanding the European ship industry to
clean its ships of hazardous substances  before sending
them for scrapping to Asia,” said Jayaraman.

“Such ships contain substances like asbestos, lead
paints, heavy metals and PCBs. Theirs export is banned
under the Basel Convention which entered into force in
January this year in European Union (EU) countries,” he
added.

According to the Greenpeace, at Alang (India), the
world's largest scrapping site for ocean going ships, it is
normal practice to remove the carcinogenic asbestos with
bare hands and without any breathing protection.

Workers at Alang torcheat steel covered with centi-

meter thick paint layers, without protection against fumes

containing heavy metals. A

large part of toxic also ends

up in the seaand agricultural  hinterland.

Iranian cultural center opens at
Moscow philosophy institute

TEHRAN - Iran’s cul-
tural center was in-
augurated at the institute of
philosophy at the Russian
science academy in Mos-
cow.

Iranologists, philosophy
professors, famous Russian
orientalists and Iran’s am-
bassador to Moscow, Meh-
di Safari were present at
this inaugural ceremony.

Students conducting
their academic studies at
the institute of philosophy
had access to hundreds of
books on philosophy, re-
ligion and mystics through
Iran’s cultural center, in ad-
dition to having access to
the software on Persian and
Iran’s networks.

Iran’s ambassador said
at the ceremony that both
Russia and Iran have strong
cultural backgrounds and
that the establishment of
such a center is a step for-

ward in the broadening of
relations in the humanities.
The ambassador said
Iran is the pioneer in rais-
ing the issue of the shared
thoughts on civilizations
and the proposal made by
President Mohammad Kha-
tami at the U.N. Genera
Assembly session on nam-
ing 2001 as the year of di-
alog among civilization
was overwhelmingly wel-
comed by the members.
Safari said that such a
center could serve to sci-
entifically transform the
concept into a scientific ap-
plication. He said that Iran
is ready to give scholarship
to students to promote Per-
sian language in Russia.

we do not need the inter-
national statements on there-
spect of human rights as the
human right issue is deeply
rooted in the Holy Quran
and the  prophetic tradi-
tions.”

The Iranian minister of
culture and Islamic guidance
on his part thanked the Mo-
roccan officials for hosting
the ministerial session of the
cultural ministers of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) in Rabat and
said that the ground is pre-
pared in both countries for
boosting multilateral coop-
eration.

Mohgjerani then ap-
preciated the Moroccan au-
thorities for their endeavors
to further preserve the Islam-
ic identity of Morocco de-
spite  being in direct link
with the West.

Textilel ndustry

ished, remaining Iranian
captives are not freed and
that the leaders of the Tal-
iban group do not officially
apologize to Iran, there will
be no negotiation with the
group.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
consulate general in the
northern Pakistani city of
Peshawar, clarifying on a
report which appeared in
some Pakistani newspapers,
on Tuesday denied holding
of any political dialog with
the Taliban militia ‘for re-
opening of its diplomatic
mission in Afghanistan.’

In a press release issued
on Tuesday, the consulate
clarified that only a group
of Iranian technicians had
proceeded to Afghanistan to
inspect the properties of the
Iranian consulates in Af-
ghanistan, which are pres-
ently under the control of

the Taiban militia, IRNA
reported from |slamabad.

A Pakistani daily on
Tuesday reported that a del-
egation of the lranian gov-
ernment had arrived in He-
raa city of  western
Afghanistan to hold talks
with the Taliban group.

The daily also reported
establishment of contacts
between the two sides for
the last ten days.

The press release read:
“The Islamic Republic of
Iran will not hold any kind
of political dialog with Tal-
iban for opening of its dip-
lomatic missions, prior to
the punishment of the kill-
ers of Iranian diplomats in
Mazar-i Sharif, apology by
Taliban over this incident,
release of the remaining Ira-
nian prisoners and restora-
tion of peace and security in
that country.”

Grounds explored for
exchange of views between
Iranian, Arab thinkers

TEHRAN - Iranian foreign minister’s advisor for
strategic studies and researches affairs Gholamali Khosh-
roo in Damascus tuesday held talks with the former Ye-
meni president and the present head of the Arab Stra-
tegic Studies Center Ali Nasser Muhammad.

In the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on re-
cent suggestion made by Iranian President Mohammad
Khatami  at the United Nations General Assembly for
calling the year 2001 as the year of dialog among civ-
ilizations, IRNA reported from Damascus.

They aso discussed ways for further exchange of
views between the Iranian and Arab thinkers and schol-
ars.

Khoshroo then invited Ali Nasser Muhammad to pay
a visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran in order to par-
ticipate at the gathering of the political studies bureau of
the Iranian Foreign Ministry.

Ali Nasser Muhammad welcomed Khoshroo's in-
vitation for visiting Iran and said that exchange of views
between the Iranian and Arab  thinkers will be con-
structive to further pave the way for coexistence among
different cultures and civilizations.

J

thriving in lran

TEHRAN - The Di-
rector General of the tex-
tile industries department
of Ministry of Industries
said that 15 new textile
production plants would
go on stream in the coun-
try by the year end (March
20, 1999) with total in-
vestments of RIs 84 billion
aswell as DIrs 55 million.

Speaking to reporters,
Ms. Golnar Nasrollahi fur-
ther stated that 2,651 jobs
would be created as a re-
sult of the inauguration of
the plants in the provinces
of Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari,
Yazd, Qazvin, Zanjan,
Hamedan, Lorestan, Gilan,
Khuzestan and Ilam.

According to Ms. Nas-
rollahi, another five major
textile factories became
operational during the first
half of the year with total
investments of Rls 70 bil-
lion and Dlrs 30 million,
IRNA reported.

Of the total foreign ex-
change (forex) needs of the
textile industry this year,
some DIrs 40 million were
allocated by the govern-
ment while the industry
obtained the balance
through  obtaining the
rights to the forex earned
by other exporters.

The receipts for deposit
of forex earned as the re-
sult of exports can be
traded at Tehran Stock Ex-
change. Industrial units
can use the rights to the
receipts for imports equiv-
alent to the earned forex

The DlIrs 40 million
was allocated to the textile
industry by the govern-
ment for production of
synthetic fibers, Ms. Nas-
rollahi said.

The officia noted the
considerable value added
of the textile products
compared to other in-
dustrial productions, add-
ing that for its expansion,
textile industry faces sev-
eral problems including li-
quidity shortages, low ef-
ficiency of plants as well
as illegal imports of tex-
tile into the country.
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According to Ms. Nas-
rollahi, 5,200 textile man-
ufacturing units are cur-
rently active in the country.

She further stated that
textiles is the most popular
of domestic industries
amongst investors who
place requests with the
ministry for industrial li-
censes.

Amongst the highest in-
vestment priorities in the
textile industry, the official
referred to investing for
production of fine cotton,
silk and synthetic fibers as
well as denims and silk
cloth.

The said productions
are the least dependent on

imports for their needed
basic material, she ex-
plained.

Expressing satisfaction
with the production of ma-
chine-woven carpets in the
country, the official said
that 20 manufacturing units
currently account for 70
percent of the 60 million
sg.m. of machine-woven
carpets produced in the
country. The units face no
problems in marketing their
products, she added.

According to the of-
ficial, the production of
polyester fibers, jute, blan-
kets, machine-woven car-
pets and polypropylene
gunny during the first half
of the year registered in-
creases of 14, 2.5, 16, 1.2
and 12 percent, re-
spectively compared to the
figures for the same period
last year.

However, she noted, the
production of cotton fiber
and cotton cloth during the
six month period ex-

perienced a drop of three
percent compared to that
of the same period last
year.

The country’s revenues
from the export of textile
products during the first
half of the year amounted
to DIrs 85 million, which
is 2.5 percent lower in
terms of weight and 47
percent less in terms of
value compared to the fig-
ures of the same period
last year.

Ms. Nasrollahi cited
the economic crises in
world markets specially
those in South East Asia as
well as the lower rate of
world currencies  against
dollar as reasons for drops
in the textile exports.

In investments in the
textile industry, the of-
ficial said that some DlIrs
785 million were allocated
to the industry during the
Second Five-Year De-
velopment Plan (to end in
1999), of which Dirs 216
million was for investing
in new plants

The investments in the
industry led to creation of
some 20,000 employment
opportunities across the
country, she said.

The officia put the in-
dustry’s export revenues
during the Second De-
velopment Plan at DIrs 985
million.

Textile industries con-
stituted 16.2 percent of the
total  industrial projects
going on stream in the
country during the Second
Five-Year = Development
Plan, the official of the In-
dustries Ministry said in
conclusion.
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