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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money

wor ldwide.
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
P.O.Box 5281 SANTA CLARA, Ca 95056 U.S.A
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Afghan issue can be settled through

coordinated Iran-Pakistan bid | N

TEHRAN - Pekistani Parliament Speaker Ilahie Bakhsh Doomro ex-
pressed the hope that coordinated efforts between Tehran and 1slamabad will

lead to permanent settlement of the Aafghan problem.

In a meeting with the outgoing Iranian ambassador Mohammad Mehdi
Akhundzadeh, he also hoped that Tehran-1slamabad ties will grow stronger.

Akhundzadeh in the meeting underlined the need for finding a diplomatic
solution to the Afghan problem.
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Iran renews commitment to
Chemica Weapons Convention

TEHRAN - A senior
Foreign Ministry  officia
stressed in the Hague on
Tuesday that Iran is com-
mitted to its undertakings in
the Chemical Weapons Con-
vention and called for lifting
of restrictions on transfer of
chemical technology to Iran.

Director General for po-
litico-international affairs of
the Foreign Ministry, Mo-
hammad Reza Alborzi, made
the remark at the third meet-
ing of the Organization for
the Prohibition of Chemical

Weapons (OPCW), IRNA
reported.
Alborzi expressed the

hope that Iran will be the last
victim of chemical weapons
deployment in the world.

He added that political
inclination of world in-
dustrial  powers to col-

laborate with Iraqg in transfer
of chemical weapons tech-
nology and their conniving
and even justifying of this
horrible crime by Irag was
the factor behind continua-
tion of deployment of chem-
ical weapons against Iran.

Laying emphasis on ma-
terialization of the objectives
of the Chemica Weapons
Convention (CWC) in-
cluding destruction of chem-
ica weapons and facilitating
free trade of chemical sub-
stances and equipment, he
cadled for  cooperation
among OPCW  member
states to exchange chemical
technology for peaceful pur-
poses.

He referred to Irag's ex-
tensive use of chemica
weapons against Iranian sol-
diers and civilians dike in

chasers.

pearance.

product.

Long waited Iranian
dolls to hit market
this year

TEHRAN - Head of the council to monitor designing,
manufacture and distribution of toys Mohsen Chini-
Foroushan here Wednesday said the Iranian dolls ‘ Sara’
and ‘Dara will hit domestic market by late this Iranian
calendar year (to end March 20, 1999).

He told IRNA that clothes of the dolls, a boy and a
girl, have been designed and selected from costumes of
various parts of the country.

Chini-Foroushan further added that along the dolls
cassettes and cd games will also be offered to the pur-

The officia said that choosing a proper national-
indigenous appearance for the dolls was a rather difficult
task, given the diversity of indigenous regionsin Iran.

For this same reason, he added, it took almost two
years for the designers to produce an oriental-Iranian ap-

Meanwhile, an official at the Center for Intellectual
Development of Children and Y oung Adults, Qaderi, said
that Sara and Dara are in the process of mass production
and will be offered to the market during the 10-Day
Dawn ceremonies, marking the anniversary of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution (February 1-11).

At the first stage 20,000 dolls will go on sale, Qaderi
said, adding that a questionnaire is also enclosed in each
box which requires children to give their opinion on the

Children’s proposals will be considered in the future
manufacture of the dolls, he said.

Qil official:

the closing years of the
1980-88 imposed war and
the continued silence and in-
action of the international
community, as factors be-
hind Iran’s decision to turn
to chemica weapons to be
able to defend itself against
the Iragi attacks.

He emphasized that fol-
lowing the establishment of
cease-fire in July 1998, Iran
terminated its efforts in this
respect and by becoming a
member of the Chemical
Weapons Convention de-
cided to fully destroy these
installations.

Alborzi handed over the
OPCW secretary general in-
formation on Iran’s chemical
instalations, a move which
was praised by the par-
ticipants.

Meanwhile, OPCW Di-
rector General Jose Mauricio
Bustani lauded Iran’'s efforts
to promote the goals of the
Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion.

Addressing the organiza-
tion’s third annual confer-
ence, Bustani caled Iran’'s
role in advancing the or-
ganization’ s objectives as ac-
tive and constructive and ap-
preciated Iran’'s move to
hand over information about
its chemical facilities.

Iran, Turkey
to boost trade,
economic
cooper ation

TEHRAN - The
Governor Genera of Gi-
lan Province, Ali Soufi,
discussed ways of boost-
ing trade and economic
ties with the Governor
General of Turkey's
Trabzon Province, Ismet
Gurbuz, Tuesday.

The two sides voiced
their interest in boosting
trade ties, promoting
cooperation between
Iran’s northern port of
Anzali and Turkey's
Trabzon port as well as
exchange of agricultural
products particularly tea
and hazelnut, IRNA re-
ported.

Pointing out that
Trabzon port in the past
had been active in tran-
siting Iranian goods to
and from Europe, Gurbuz
caled for Iran’s renewed
presencein the port.

Soufi expressed satis-
faction over growing
trend of ties and said now
that Iran was in the pro-
cess of reducing its de-
pendence on oil rev-
enues, the province was
interested in using Tur-
key's experiences in all
fields.

TEHRAN -

|ran bags silver, bronze medals at

Asian fencing contests

Iran won a silver and a bronze medals at the 5th Asian junior
fencing championship contests, underway in Manila

The medalists are Mohammad Rezaei and Mohsen Tavakoli.

Rezael managed to find his way to the finals after defeating his rivals
from the host country, the Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan and
South Korea. Tavakoli also managed to take the third place after over-
powering his rivals from the Philippines, Hong Kong and Thailand.

The contests are to end today.

Iranian embassies to facilitate foreign trade

TEHRAN - Director
Genera of the Foreign Min-
istry’s Economy Department
Mehdi Mohtashami said that
Iranian embassies abroad are
duty bound to expand for-
eign trade and cooperate
with Iranian traders.

Mohtashami told a num-
ber of Iranian traders at
Iran’'s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines
that his ministry tries to in-
crease therole of Iranian em-

bassiesin export of goods.

He said that establish-
ment of economic consulate
offices in embassies is
among the programs imple-
mented by the Foreign Min-
istry.

He added that the For-
eign Ministry has set up ec-
onomic consulate offices in
France and Kazakhstan in
cooperation with the Com-
merce Ministry.

He expressed hope that

Iran would inaugurate more
economic consulate offices
in a near future in the coun-
tries which are of high ec-
onomic importance.

The Economy De
partment of Foreign Ministry
can act as a bridge between
Iranian and foreign traders
and introduce world's un-
touched markets to Iranian

traders
He called for utilization
modern  data dis

Saudi parliament speaker
to visit Iran

TEHRAN - Saudi Ara-
bian Speaker of Parliament
Sheikh Muhammad ibn Ib-
rahim al-Jubair is expected
to head a parliamentary del-
egation to Iran on Saturday.

Al-Jubair will pay a
five-day visit to Iran at the
invitation of his lranian
counterpart Ali Akbar Na-
teq Nouri, IRNA reported.

Al-Jubair is scheduled
to hold talks with President
Mohammad Khatami, head
of the Expediency Council
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Ayatollah Akbar Ha-
shemi Rafsanjani, Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi
and his Iranian counterpart.

The  Saudi parlia-
mentary delegation  will
visit several industrial units
in Tehran and |sfahan.

King Fahd announced
composition of Saudi Par-

liament (Majlis ash-
Shoura) in 1993 and it was
officially inaugurated in

December of that year. Al-
Jubair has aso been the
speaker in the first four-
year term.

Al-Jubair is a prominent
Saudi scholar who served
as head of the Saudi judici-
ary before undertaking the
post of chairman of the par-
liament.

In another development,

Body organs bank to beformed in Iran

TEHRAN - Iran’s Char-
ity Foundation for Special
Diseases is working to form
a bank of body organsin the

country.
Head of the foundation
Fatemeh  Hashemi told

IRNA here on Wednesday
that the foundation is going
through the preliminary stag-
es of the project which in-
cludes compiling in-
formation from the people in
need of body organs as well
as volunteers for donating
organs.

“The bank will continu-
ously be in touch with the
hospitals to learn of cases of
brain-death and thus to ar-
range for timely per-
formance of organ trans-

No oil pricerise predictable
In near future

TEHRAN - An lIranian
oil official said that with a
decrease in oil production
cost in industrial states, no
increase can be forecast for
oil prices on world markets
in future, except under un-
expected situations like war
or revolution,

Director of the inter-
national affairs department
at National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) Hojatollah
Ghanimifard, speaking at the
quarterly meeting of the Na-
tiona Iranian Energy Com-
mittee, said the production
cost of each barrel of crude
oil has considerably dropped
over the past two decades as
a result of technological and
scientific progress.

Ghanimifard said the ail
production cost has de
creased to about DlIrs 4.5 per
barrel in certain Western in-
dustrial states in recent years
from DIrs 12 per barrel in
the 70s.

He said the cost of oil
production still continues to
decline and therefore tradi-
tional oil producers can no
longer expect to receive ec-
onomic privilege.

He opined that other fac-
tors like intervention of mon-
etary ingtitutes and certain
international oil companies
in oil markets should be tak-
en into consideration.

The Iranian official said
that no considerable surge
can be predicted for the oil
prices in a near future as
long as the economic crisis
in the Far East continues.

Many market anaysts
predict a limited growth in
global economy in 1998 and
estimate the increase in de-
mands for crude ail this year
to be between 1-1.4 million
barrels per day, Ghanimifard
said. An increase in oil de-
mands of between 1.2-1.5
million barrels a day can be
predicted for the year 1999
provided that such Far East-
ern countries as Japan do not
face reduction in gross do-
mestic product (GDP), nor
do their economic woes be-
come worse this year.

In another development,

Iran’s Deputy Oil Minister
for International Affairs
Mehdi Husseini Wednesday
welcomed U.S. Energy Sec-
retary Bill Richrdson’s com-
mitment for the free flow of
oil across international  bor-
dersasapositive signal.

“If true, it represents a
change in policy,” he said.
Iran is “happy” to hear that
the U.S. supports the non-
interruption of oil supplies,
devoid from all political im-
pediments, IRNA quoted
him assaying when ad-
dressing an international oil
confrencein London.

Richardson’s  commit-
ment was made in an address
to the annual oil and money
conference on  Tuesday,
which he attended as guest
speaker. Husseini said it was
a “good sign and a return to
the normal trend.” U.S. uni-
lateral sanctions, he said,
should be lifted to facilitate
the free flow of energy trade
in the world.

This would alow inter-
national capital to naturally
flow to the best possible oil

Foundation estab

projects, he said. Without ec-
onomic sanctions, the de-
velopment of Iran’s oil and
Caspian exports can be pur-
sued to guarantee long-term
supplies, he said.

In his wide ranging ad-
dress to some 300 oil ex-
ecutives, the deputy oil min-
ister said that Iran was
“determined to play its ap-
propiate role in the develop-
ment of the global economy
by continuing to be an ef-
ficient, reliable supplier of
energy.”

Referring to the deep
sense of gloom at the confer-
ence over the world's ec-
onomic slowdown, he said
that this means oil com-
panies must work in areas
with low operating costs to
counter lower prices.

Husseini said that Iran’s
contibution  has become
“more significant” and has
announced an unprecedented
tender of 47 investment pro-
jects. He aso spoke of Iran
offering the “most secure,
cost-effective  routes’  for
Caspian oil exports.

plants,” Ms. Hashemi said.

The practice of obtaining
organs from a brain-dead
body for transplants started
in Iran in 1993. However,
she added, this has not be-
come a widely used practice
in the society, and there isno
particular organization in
charge of the issue.

According to Ms. Ha
shemi, a seminar titled
‘brain-death and organ trans-
plant’ will be held here next
week to discuss the subject
from figh, lega, practica
and medical point of views.
The goal isto arrive at prac-
tical guidelines for organ do-
nations and transplants, she
said.

She further pointed out
that receiving organs from
dead people has aready been
authorized by the late Imam

Khomeini, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei as well as a num-
ber of other ulema.

The foundation is seek-
ing laws to govern organ do-
nations and transplantsin the
country. To that end, Ms.
Hashemi said, it is preparing
proposals on the subject for
submission to the medical
committee of parliament for
approval.

She also highlighted the
need for an education pro-
gram to inform the public of
the definition of brain-death
and to get home the message
that in case of a brain-death,
decided by a team of med-
ical experts, there is no more
hope of life for the person.

Also speaking to IRNA
on the subject was the sec-
retary of the foundation,
Bager Larijani, who noted

(Sami ra Makhmal baf:

N

was improving.

Athens.

set free.

Film Festival.

Iran in filmmaking.

11 days.

maker stressed.

Women's condition in
lran Improving

TEHRAN - The 18-year old rising film director from

Iran, Samira Makhmalbaf, said the condition of women
under the government of President Mohammad Khatami

“Women's condition in Iran is getting better and bet-
ter,” she told a press conference after a special press
screening of her film “Sib” (Apple), IRNA reported from

Samira, daughter of renowned Iranian director Mohsen
Makhmalbaf, said that her film is not only about Iran, but
also about something universal, power of communication
and ignorance of it. She said that she is not trying to find
guilty people, but isjust recording facts.

The film Sib is a true story published by the press in
Iran. It is the story about two girls imprisoned in their
house by their father since the day of their birth.

Due to their confinement, they developed a slight re-
tardation, but got rehabilitated just ten days after they were

Sib was shown Wednesday night in the international
competition section of the 39th International Thessal oniki

Samira said that there are five more women working in

She said the necessary equipment for the movie was
provided by her father and the movie was finished within

Concluding her press conference, Samira spoke about
her relation with cinema. “Since the moment | remember
myself, | also remember cinema,” the young Iranian film-
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to promote cultural efforts

TEHRAN - A cultural
foundation  commenced
work Tuesday in an ef-
fort to promote cultural
activities in the country.

Announcing this, Sec-
retary of the Expediency
Council Mohsen Rezaei
said that the activities of
the foundation will be in
line with sublime cultural,
Islamic and lIranian ob-
jectives.

The founding board of
the cultural body, named
‘Bonyad-e Jahadgaran-e
Farhangi’ (foundation of
cultural crusaders) com-
prises 25 scholars in such
fields as economy, phi-
losophy and sociology as
well as a group of artists.

With the formation of

the council of elite, the
board will also accept
membership of 1,000
scholars and writers who
have produced literary
and artistic works.

Rezaei said that one of
the prime objectives of
the foundation is to sup-
port scholars and strength-
en ties between cultural
institutes and artists as
well as organizing round
table discussions on cul-
tural and artistic issues
away from any political
tendency.

Moreover, he added,
the foundation will set up
‘student house’ at uni-
versities as well as ‘arts
and thoughts house’ for
artists and scholars.The

foundation will also or-
ganize ‘Farsi prize fes
tival’ each year in the
same manner that ‘No-
bel’ and ‘Khawrazmi’
prizes are being awarded
annually. He said that the
Farsi prize festival will
award those who initiate
and introduce a new the-
ory in sociology, phi-
losophy, economy, polit-
ical sciences, culture,
literature and arts.

Rezaei said in conclu-
sion that the foundation
will organize the cultural
movement congress next
year to provide scholars
and men of letter with the

opportunity  to  study
deep-rooted cultural
movements.

Khoshroo:

that the common practice of
receiving hearts, kidneys and
livers from live individuals
has not been enough to ad-
dress all the organ needs in
the country.

To cover all the people
in need of organ transplants,
he added, receiving organs
from the dead should also
become a common practice.

The Charity Foundation
for Special Diseases is cur-
rently extending services to
people suffering from hemo-
philia, thalassemia and kid-
ney diseases.

The foundation last year
arranged for 1,150 kidney
transplants in the country,
the number is expected to
reach 1,300 this year.

OIC envoy:

a delegation of the Iranian
parliament’s post, telegraph
telephone (PTT) and en-
ergy commission  met
Wednesday with the Saudi
Arabian Minister of PTT
Ali ibn Talal al-Juhani in
Riyadh and stressed joint
cooperation in the field of
telecommunication.

Lauding the progress
made by the Saudi Arabia
in the field of tele
communication, the head of
the commission, Hussein
Marashi delivered an in-
vitation on behalf of the
Iranian PTT Minister Mo-
hammad Reza Aref to his
Saudi counterpart, to pay a
visit to Iran.

The Iranian Am-
bassador to Saudi Arabia
Mohammad Reza Nouri
Shahroudi also attended the
meeting.

Expressing satisfaction
with the visit of the Iranian
delegation, Tala reiterated
the deep bounds existing
between the two nations
and stressed the need for
increased official visits and
strengthening of ties, in all
fields between the two
countries.

The 16-member parlia-
mentary  delegation, vis-
iting Saudi Arabia’s elec-
tricity and
telecommunication ca
pabilities and installations
and reviewing potential
grounds for joint coop-
eration, in addition to Ri-
yadh will also visit the cit-
ies of Medina and Jeddah.

semination system in order
to ease Iranian traders ac-
cess to the world markets
and guarantee their presence
in the markets.

Elsswhere in his re
marks, Mohtashami said that
the Foreign Ministry issues
visas in the shortest possible
time for officials and repre-
sentatives of companies,
which have signed contracts
with Iranian companies.

Iran, South
Africa
to expand
cooperation
INn Mining
sector

TEHRAN - Iranian Min-
ister of Mines and Metas
Eshaq Jahangiri and South
Africa's Mineral and Energy
Minister, Penuela Maduni,
discussed ways to expand
cooperation in the field of
mining in Cape Town Tues
day.
Heading a delegation, Ja-
hangiri arrived in South Af-
rica Monday for a one-week
visit, IRNA reported.

Referring to Iran’s out-
standing capabilities in the
mining sector, Jahangiri add-
ed, “however, the income
earned from the sector con-
stitutes a small portion of the
country’s gross domestic
product (GDP).”

He stressed that Iran in-
tends to, with cooperation of
South Africa, develop its
mining sector.

Severd officias of South
African companies and rep-
resentative of its Chamber of
Commerce briefed the Ira-
nian delegation on South Af-
rica’ s capabilities in the min-
ing sector.

Following the talks four
team of experts were formed
to follow up issues of mutual
interest.

Currently, South Africa
is cooperating with Iran on
exploration of gold mines in
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Cooperation can bring economic stability

to Muslim world

TEHRAN- The Iranian
representative at the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC), Sabah
Zanganeh, called for coop-
eration amongst Muslim
countries a  international
level to bring about a fi-
nancia order more favorable
to their national interests.

“Due to the limited na-
ture of national efforts by the
developing countries for ab-
sorption of capital, Muslim
states have to arrive at  an
understanding at the inter-
national level to ater the or-
ientation  and complexion
of the capitals and cur-
rencies, making them closer
to their interest.

“International coop-
eration by Mudim states
through banking sector,
monetary and other in-
struments can bring more
discipline to financial and
monetary affairs,” Zanganeh
said in an address to the 11th
annual assembly on the Is-
lamic figh in the Bahraini
capital, IRNA reported.

On the economic crisis
in South East Asia, Zan-

ganeh said that it is part of
the bigger financial crisis in
the world, and is indicative
of the crisis inherent to the
capitalistic economy.

Amongst the reasons for
South East Asian crisis, Zan-
ganeh referred to the coun-
tries growing deficits as a
result of their increasing
negative trade imbalance as
well as sudden and quick
flight of foreign capitals out
of the countries.

Short term foreign loans,
the weakness of the financial
ingtitutions, weak  man-
agement, psychological im-
pact of lack of clarity in
transactions and norms, non-
existence of accurate in-
formation and increased
volume of national currency
generated as a result of sale
of government bonds are
amongst other factors con-
tributing to the crisis, the
Iranian envoy said.

The Iranian envoy to
OIC further stated that the
countries seeking growth
through free trade, should re-
form their financial systems
S0 asto be able to more eas-

ily adapt to the changes in
theworld markets.

Further speaking on fi-
nancial cooperation amongst
Muslim states, Zanganeh
highlighted the need for for-
mation of a regiona ec-
onomic  stabilization fund
using nationa and inter-
national resources.

A goal of the fund can be
to promote investments in
the Islamic ~ countries, he
said.

Amongst other benefits
of the fund, Zanganeh sug-
gested encouraging the use
of reliable nationa cur-
rencies amongst Muslim
states, increasing trade
amongst the countries and
establishment of credit or-
ganizations for promotion of
investments in the Muslim
states.

He further called for ex-
pansion of usury-free banks
in the Muslim world.

In conclusion, Zanganeh
said that the Idamic De
velopment Bank can play a
major role in invigorating a
host of financial activities in
Musdlim states.

Dialog of civilizations based on equality, justice

TEHRAN - Advisor to
Iranian foreign minister for
strategic studies and re-
search Gholamali Khoshroo
said that the initiative for
dialog among civilizations
is based on equality, jus-
tice, rationality and ethics.

He said that the in-
itiative should be employed
as a process to enable Is-
lamic countries to get rid of
western hegemony imposed
on them in the course of
two centuries of co-
lonialism. Khoshroo was
speaking to IRNA on the
outcome of his recent trip
to Egypt, Greece, Lebanon
and Syria and on the first
coordinating session which
was held in Athens with the

participation of four coun-
tries with ancient civiliza-

tions -- Iran, Italy, Egypt
and Greece.
During the session,

principles which will be
raised in the lranian in-
itiative for dialog among
civilizations were discussed
and approved by the par-
ticipants, he said.

The four parties to the
Athens session discussed
challenges that the con-
temporary world is faced
with and underlined the
need for further expansion
of global cooperation, he
remarked. Khoshroo added
that another session is due
to be held in Italy in the
next four months with the
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participation of the said
countries to study President
Mohammad Khatami’s pro-
posal on dialog among civ-
ilizations.

Meanwhile, a seminar
in Tehran and a conference
in Cairo are also planned to
be held in this connection,

the official said.

He said that President
Khatami’s proposal which
has received the U.N. ap-
proval is thoroughly differ-
ent from Samuel Hunting-
ton’s theory which is based
on coercion, conflict and
confrontation.
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