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Out of this world call prices

Iran 48p

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
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lvory Coast seeksto expand
energy cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Ivory Coast is interested in upgrading its cooperation with
Iraninthefield of energy, said the country’s minister of mines and energy in

ameeting with Iranian ambassador to Abijan.
the source added that in the meeting the minister expressed satisfaction | N

over the political rapprochement between Tehran and Abijan and hoped that
he could visit Iran in near future within the framework of bilateral relations
to become further acquainted with Iran’s technical capabilities in the electri-

cal industry.

The Iranian ambassador also voiced Iran’s readiness to cooperate with
Ivory Coast in various fields notably in power generation, dam building and
export of lranian manufactured electrical  appliances, including different

types of electrical cables.

Saudi Parliament speaker in Tehran
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Iran, Saudi Arabiato study grounds
for consolidation of bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Saudi Parlia-
ment Speaker Sheikh Mu-
hammad ibn Ibrahim a-
Jubair arrived here on Sat-
urday, heading a delegation
on a five-day officia visit.
He was welcomed by his Ira-
nian counterpart Ali-Akbar
Nateg-Nouri at the Tehran
airport.

Al-Jubair told reporters
upon his arrival that to form
and institutionalize an Islam-
ic inter-parliamentary union
is “important and essential,”
IRNA reported.

He said that his country
has aways been for con-
solidated ties between its
parliament and Iranian par-
liament and for adoption of
strong strategies that would
realize such agoal.

Al-Jubair said that pre-
paring the ground for con-
sultation and exchange of in-
formation and expertise
between Iranian and Saudi
parliaments would benefit
both Iranian and Saudi par-
liaments and nations and to
this end exchange of visits
by Iranian and Saudi delega-
tions would help materialize
this objective.

He added that expansion
of parliamentary relations
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia would leave positive im-
pacts on other aspects of re-
lations.

He expressed the hope
that the Iranian and Saudi of-
ficials would be successful
in attaining their goas in the
course of their talks in Teh-
ran.

Asked on the next meet-
ing of the coordination com-
mittee of Muslim countries
inter-parliamentary organiza-
tion in Tehran, the Saudi of-
ficial said that without a
doubt, any Islamic assembly
aiming to serve Islam and
Muslims would be helpful
and existence of various

Muslim groupings and or-
ganizations can be inter-
preted and defined from the
same perspective.

Muslim countries have
groupings and organizations
a international level that are
active in political, economic
and cultural fields, said the
Saudi official, adding that he
believed that Muslim inter-
parliamentary union can be
formed with an aim to serve
Isam and follow its ob-
jectives legally.

Meanwhile, Nateg-Nouri
told reporters for his part
that parliaments serve as the
strong and firm backbone of
governments.

Relations and  co-
ordination among parlia
ments and their acquaintance
with one another's view-
points can play an important
role in endorsement of agree-
ments reached among gov-
ernments.

He stressed that dialogue
and contacts between Iranian
and Saudi parliamentarians
can serve to deepen bilateral
relations.

In related news, lranian
Ambassador to Riyadh Mo-
hammad-Reza Nouri Shah-
roudi said on Saturday that
exclusive trade fair held by
Iran in Riyadh can make
Saudi traders and people
more acquainted with Iran’s
technical, industrial and cul-
tural potential.

Shahroudi said that hold-
ing similar fairs in other cit-
ies of Saudi Arabia can ex-
pand export of Iranian non-
oil commodities to that
country. He said that holding
fairs in Jeddah, Dhahran and
Riyadh increased Iran's ex-
port of non-oil commaodities
to Saudi Arabia over recent
years leading to conclusion
of numerous contracts be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia.

Iran can get ashareinre-

gional markets through its
presence in Saudi market,
the Iranian diplomat noted.

He put the value of com-
mercial transactions between
Iran and Saudi Arabiaat Rls
15 billion and expressed
hope that the figure would
increase by 1998.

He referred to flowers,
seeds, fresh and dried fruits,
spare parts, household ap-
pliances, dishes, construction
materials and mineras as
among major items exported
from Iran to Saudi Arabia.

He said that Saudi Ara-
bia exports to Iran raw ma-
terial for production of plas-
tics and paper, gas coolers,
glass and oil derivatives in-
stead.

He called on Iranian pri-
vate and state-owned com-
panies and traders to export
their products to Saudi Ara-
bia through reliable banking
systems and sign clear con-
tracts with Saudi parties.

vious year.

riod preceding year.

first nine month of 1997.

the report.

Upward trend in
|ran-China trade volume

TEHRAN - Volume of trade between Iran and China
topped DlIrs 924 million in 1998, registering an increase
of 45.7 percent in the first three quarters of this year
compared to the same period last year, said a spokesman
for the Chinese Foreign Ministry Saturday.

He told IRNA, quoting a report by his ministry, that
in the first three quarters of the current year, Iran ex-
ported to China goods worth DIr 480 million, which is
48.5 percent higher than the corresponding period pre-

Meanwhile, China' s exports to Iran in the first three
quarters of this year, increased to DIrs 444 million, reg-
istering @ 42.9 percent increase compared to the same pe-

Iran’s export to China mainly consisted of crude oil
and minerals, including copper and chromium.

In the same period China's oil imports from Iran
doubled and reached 92,000 barrels per day (bpd), while
China s total oil imports was five percent lower than the

China's exports to Iran are mainly electronic equip-
ment, fabrics, paint materials and iron ore.

Iran-China trade amounted to DlIrs 1.38 billion in
1997, which was 33 percent higher than 1996.

China-Iran trade was DIrs 504 and DIrs 780 million
in 1995 and 1996 respectively, indicating doubling of bi-
lateral trade volume in the past three years, concluded

Given that Iran and China are eager to expand bi-
lateral relations, the fledgling commercial trade is ex-
pected to grow further in the future.

President Khatami:

Iran, Turkmenistan to promote

tourism cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkmenistan signed a protocol to promote Tehran-
Ashkhabad tourism cooperation.

The protocol was signed by deputy head of Iran Tours and Tourism Or-
ganization, Mohsen Emami, and head of Turkmenistan’s Tourism Organiza-
tion. According to the protocol, the two countries agreed to plan ajoint inter-
national tourism route to promote tourism along the Silk Road.

The agreement envisages opening of tourism agencies in accordance with
the laws of the two countries, exchanging university students and experts as
well as establishing transport offices.

Meanwhile, tours will be arranged for tourism officials of Turkmenistan
to become familiar with Iran’s tourist attractions as to be better able to ar-
range Iran tours.

People play pivotal rolein
acivil society

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami on Sat-
urday referred to Azarbaijan
and Tabriz as the avant-
garde of the redlization of a
civil society based on Islam.

Addressing an audience
of tens of thousands a Ta
briz Takhti stadium, in East
Azarbaijan Province, Kha
tami noted that Azarbaijan
and Tabriz played a pivotal
role in the constitutiona
movement, adding that the
movement constitutes the
first experience of re
alization of a civil society in
its new form in the Iranian
contemporary history, IRNA
reported.

Touching on the heroics
of Azaris during the Con-
stitutional Movement, the
president said “when re-
viewing the victories and de-
feats of this land of heros,
what stands out is the re-
sistance and bravery of the
women and men of Azar-

Russian minister of atomic energy arrives

TEHRAN - Russian
Minister of Atomic Energy
Yevgeni Adamov heading a
ranking Russian delegation
arrived in Tehran on  Sat-
urday. The delegation was
welcomed at  the airport by

head of Iran's Atomic En-
ergy Organization Gho-
lamreza Agazadeh.

Adamov told the re-
porters at the airport that the
delegation is scheduled to
visit Bushehr nuclear power
plant and assess the con-
struction performance at the
site. He said that Russia's
atomic cooperation with Iran
at present is mainly focused
on the Bushehr power sta-
tion and predicted an expan-
sion of bilateral cooperation
in other fieldsin the light of
good relations between the

Iran, UNIDO to sign agreement
for cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and the
United Nations Industrial De-
velopment Organization
(UNIDO) will soon sign a
memorandum  of  under-
standing in technical and in-
dustrial fields, said the deputy
industries minister, Ali Ker-
manshah.

Speaking at the 20th gath-
ering of the UNIDO board of
directors held at the U.N.
headquarters in Vienna, he
added that the agreement isin
line with the plans to utilize
Iran’s human, technica and
industrial capabilities, South-
South cooperation and con-
tinuation of implementation
of the Montreal agreement on
prevention of destruction of
ozone layer

Kermanshah, added that
UNIDO will set up an office
in Tehran in a month time,
which will play a crucial role
in expansion and strength-
ening of cooperation between
Iran and UNIDO.

UNIDO director genera
also thanked the Iranian of-

ficidsfor their rolein imple-
mentation of plans, and cost
saving efforts in setting up
the new office.

The deputy industries
minister also said that UNI-
DO has undergone organiza-
tiona  restructuring and
stressed that the organization
can play an important role in
industrial development of the
developing countries.

He reiterated that the In-
dustries Ministry as the body
responsible for coordinating
UNIDO activitiesin Iran, will
work to enhance the country’s
capacity to take advantage of
the organization's industria
and technical capabilities.

Kermanshah also hoped
that UNIDO will be success-
ful in its future ventures and
its cooperation with Iran.

The UNIDO two-day
gathering was held at the
U.N. headquarters in the Aus-
trian capital with participation
of 53 representatives, the
board of directors and several
observers from 168 UNIDO

from Athens.

lamic Republic.

Joint Iran-Jordan
committee to meet In
Amman

TEHRAN - The joint Iranian-Jordanian preparatory
committee is to meet in Amman on 15 December to dis-
cuss ways to promote and expand bilateral economic,
trade and commercial ties and cooperation.

The committee is to sign a new air transport agree-
ment and a cooperation agreement to boost exports be-
tween the two Muslim countries, international Arab paper
“Al-Sharq al-Awsat” Saturday reported, quoted by IRNA

The committee will be chaired by the ministers of
trade and industry from the two countries.

Under the proposed agenda for the Amman meeting,
Jordan is to ask Iran to quickly ratify two agreements -
aready signed - linked with land and sea transport.

The committee will discuss the signing of agreements
to boost and protect investments and avoidance of dou-
ble-taxation and to activate the agreement to create ajoint
cooperation council of businessmen in the two countries
and to hold an exhibition of Jordanian goodsin Tehran.

Other topics include discussion on joint projects in
the fields of phosphate and potassium and outstanding fi-
nancial issues between the two countries.

The implementation of the memorandum of under-
standing signed last year on cooperation in the fields of
agriculture and oil and gas, dam projects, water trans-
portation, rail and tourism cooperation will aso be under
discussion. Jordan is expected to request Iran to facilitate
visas for Jordanian businessmen wanting to visit the Is-

An exhibition of Iranian products will be held in Am-
man during the meeting of the committee.

member countries, November
19-20. Iran is a member of
the UNIDO board of di-
rectors.

UNIDO Director General
Carlos Magarinos, presented
the organization’s new plan
for assisting the developing
world.

Magarinos said that UNI-
DO, by utilizing the private
sector simultaneous with co-
ordinated effort on the part of
public sector, is attempting to
introduce innovative in-
dustrialization strategies for
the developing countries.

As part of the strategy of
decentralization, UNIDO is
aso setting up new regional
offices in the developing
countries.

The member countries
debt was another topic on the
gathering's agenda, and the
organization called for greater
cooperation to resolve the fi-
nancial problems.

UNIDO faced severe fi-
nancial difficulties in 1996,
the year when the U.S. left
the organization, but with or-
ganizationa restructuring,
cost cutting measures and re-
duction of the budget by 50
percent, the organization has
managed to continue its activ-
ities.

two countries, IRNA re-
ported.

Agazadeh told reporters
that following talks in recent
months between his or-
ganization and the Russian
Ministry of Atomic Energy,
certain problems in the con-
struction work of the Bu-
shehr power plant were re-

moved, resulting in a very
smooth running of the pro-
ject at present. He also said
that fortunately there is a
sound ground for expansion
of bilateral cooperation in
the fields of science and
technology especially med-
icine and industrial activ-
ities.

p
Total:

from London.

anatural partner.

Oil companies should
be non-political

TEHRAN - Oil companies should have a strong con-
sistent ethic of respect for the people and host govern-
ments in which they operate, says the President of Total
Middle East, Christope de Margerie.

Addressing fellow executives at the annua oil and
money conference in London, the French divisional head
offered a whole series of advice for oil companies wish-
ing to work in the Persian Gulf region, IRNA reported

He said that oil companies should learn how to behave
and be flexible, open-minded and flexible. They were in-
dustrialists and should not interfere in politics and that |o-
cal and international laws must be upheld, he said.

Rather than the reverse, de Margerie suggested that it
was the oil company’s needs that must fit with local re-
quirements. Everywhere, he said, you have to prove to be

For Western firms not involved in the Middle East, his
warning was that they would face a lot of difficulties in
finding similar areas  with such low costs. total hasinter-
ests extending from Y emen to most recently in Iran.

Regarding the buy-back projects offered by Iran, the
French executive said that it was a good way to start, but
would have preferred longer term contracts.

He aso spoke of Iran being one of the best export
routes for Caspian oil, but said that U.S. sanctions were
impeaching full cooperation with Iran.

~
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Iran resumes dispatch of pilgrims
to holy placesin Irag

TEHRAN - Governor of Qasreshirin, Kermanshah Province,
Behrouz Karami, said that the dispatch of Iranian pilgrims to

Irag has been resumed as of Thursday.
“The flow of the pilgrims to Iraq was halted for a period of

one week due to the recent crisis on

inspection,” Karami said.

the issue of UNSCOM

The pilgrims who travel to holy places in Najaf, Karbala,
Kazemein and Samara overland, break their journey over night

in Qasreshirin
journey.

and then on the following day continue their

The journey at the holy places last for a week and in the
form of group pilgrimage. So far over thirty thousand pilgrims
have travelled through Khosravi border point of Kermanshah

Province.

Unity-77 naval maneuvers to help boost
regional cooperation

TEHRAN - Naval forces
of the army and the Islamic
Revolution's Guards Corps
(IRGC) will participate in a
joint maneuvers cod-named
“Vahdat 77" (Unity 77) which
will start on December 4, in
the Persian Gulf and Gulf of
Oman.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence commander of the
IRGC's naval forces, Rear-
Admira Ali Akbar Ahmadian,
said that the war game aims to
boost regional cooperation and
decrease alien forces' presence
in the Persian Gulf.

Ahmadian added that Uni-
ty-77 is part of the joint serid
maneuvers held annualy by
the IRGC and the army’s na-
va forces under the name of
victory. This year’'s ma
neuvers, he said, due to certain
time and geographical changes
is named Unity-77.

According to Ahmadian
the five-day maneuvers will
cover an area of 20,000
square miles from the Strait

of Hormuz and Chabahar on
Oman Sea to the middle of
the Persian Gulf (longitude of
53).

The theme of the ma
neuvers is cooperation among
the Islamic countries of the
region with an aim to create
mutual understanding among
them, Ahmadian said.

Joint cooperation between
the IRGC and the army in
practice, exercising new man-
agement structure, sharing ex-
periences between young and
veteran personnel and mod-
ernizing previous combat
strategies are among other ob-
jectives of the maneuvers.

Application of new tech-
nologies, foiling presence of
the outsiders and beefing up
planning potential among the
senior commanders of the
amy and the IRGC are
among other objectives of
Unity-77.

Some 40 warships, frig-
ates and vessels, marine divi-
sion, helicopters, missile divi-

sion, anti-aircraft artillery
from the army’s naval forces
and 122 small vessels, speed
boats, marine and diving and
missile divisions from IRGC
will participate in the war
games.

Several submarines will
aso participate in the war
games, he stressed.

Asked if lIran may coop-
erate with U.S. in toppling
President Saddam Hussein of
Irag, Ahmadian stressed that
Iran insists on reservation of
Irag's territorial integrity and
maintains that the Iragi peo-
ple have the right to self-
determination without any in-
tervention by any other coun-
tries.

U.S. presence in the Per-
sian Gulf is a main factor of
unrest and tension in the re-
gion, he stressed.

Iran is a member of In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency and has signed the
Nuclear  Non-Proliferation
Treaty. During its 3-day vis-
it, the Russian delegation is
also to meet and confer with
some Iranian politica and
parliamentary officials.

Russia is bound by a
1994 accord with Iran to
construct and start the Bu-
shehr plant.

Musavi Lari:

baijan.”

Khatami referred to the
existence of many historical
sites and works in Azar-
baijan going back to the era
both before and after the
emergence of Islam, as ev-
idence of the region’'s bril-
liant past in the area of cul-
ture, literature and art.

Turning to the character-
istics of a ‘civil society’,
Khatami said that people
play the pivota role in such
asociety.

“The (Iranian) Constitu-
tion has given the people the
central and pivota role. It's
the people who shape the pil-
lars and various bodies of
the system.

“The Experts Assembly
with al its importance and
grandeur, with the power to
appoint the Leader and to
oversee its performance, re-
celves its legitimacy from
people’s votes,” the pres
ident said.

Speaking further on the
central role of the people in
the Isamic Republic sys
tem, the president said that
the high stature of pres
idency also emanates from
being elected by the people.

Moreover, he added, the
legidlative body which pass-
es laws governing the so-
ciety is formed through pop-
ular elections.

“A civil society is one
whose government and its
power rise from the people
and is monitored by them.

“The Islam that we know
says so and our constitution

Government determined to encour age
public participation

TEHRAN - Interior minister Abdolvahed Musavi Lari un-
derlined importance of the elections for city and village councils
and described it akey social issue.

Addressing heads of social affairs departments of governor
general offices of the provinces, he said that his ministry in ad-
dition to its responsibilities in political and security aressis aso

responsible for social issues.

One of the most outstanding characteristics of President
Khatami’s administration is creating right conditions to promote
peopl€’ s participation in determining their fate, Lari said, adding
no other election other than that of the councils will in-

stitutionalize public participation.

“If we believe that public participation is the main and gen-
uine objective of the government, then we must use all our po-
tentials and facilities to form the councils,” he said.

The minister added that radicalism and extremism create

problems for the society.

Mostafa Tajzadeh, deputy interior minister for social and
political affairs, also addressed the meeting saying that one ad-
vantage of formation of the councils is that it alows al the
forces who participated in the May 23 presidential elections to

take part in the councils.

The government maintains that all groups, either its support-
ers or opponents, should feel safe and secure and is aso of the
conviction that akey feature of an Islamic society isto alow all
forces to express their opinion freely, he told the gathering.

The more people fedl free, the more stable the system, Taj-

zadeh said.

Casp

is proud to represent such Is-
lam,” Khatami said.

As reasons for the failure
of the Constitutiona Move-
ment, the president specif-
icaly highlighted “the con-

flict between the
traditionalists and the West-
erninspired.”

This, he said, resulted in
isolation of the reformists
and coming to power of the
despotic regime of Reza
Khan (Pahlavi).

“But the people who had
risen for the redlization of a
civil society did not retreat
until the Islamic Revolution
front emerged victorious un-
der the sagacious leadership
of Imam Khomeini.

“Our people, blessed
with progressive Islam and
the Idamic system, got a
taste of freedom and Azar-
baijan was aleader in this af -
fair,” Khatami said.

The president also laud-
ed Azaris for their ex-
emplary work ethics which
he said is the cause of the
province having the lowest
unemployment rate amongst
the country’ s provinces.

Terming as satisfactory
the state of culture, sciences,
agriculture and industries in
Azarbaijan, Khatami said
that non-oil  exports and
tourism can have major
growth in the province.

President Khatami ar-
rived in Tabriz Saturday
morning to inaugurate a
number of development pro-
jects and was welcomed at
the airport by local officials.

During his three-day vis-
it to the province, the pres-
ident isto inaugurate 151 de-
velopment, agricultural and
industrial projects through-
out this northwestern prov-
ince.

Upon arrival at Tabriz
airport, he told reporters that
he plans to meet local people
to have a first-hand account
of the situation and problems
in the province.

He expressed the hope to
become familiar with de-
velopments and potential of
the province.

President Khatami in his
tour of the province is ac-
companied by ministers of
health Mohammad Farhadi,
of industries Gholamreza
Shafei and of energy Hab-
ibollah Bitaraf.

After arrival in Tabriz,
the president and his entour-
age left for the city’'s ce
metery to pay tribute to the
martyrs of the Islamic Rev-
olution and the 1980-88 im-
posed war.

lan must be a sea of

peace, friendship

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Committee for Com-
monwealth of Independent
States (CIS) in the State
Duma Georgy Tikhonov said
the Caspian Sea should be a
sea of peace and friendship
in the region.

Tikhonov who has re-
cently visited Iran reiterated
Russia’s disapproval of the
division of the sea, adding
that Iran and Russia hold
identical views on political
and legal issues pertaining to
the sea.

Spesking to IRNA in
Moscow, the Russian official
said that al Caspian Sealit-
toral states should cooperate
collectively for optimum
utilization of the resources of
the sea irrespective of polit-
ical issues

Terming Iran a powerful
important country, Tikhonov
said Tehran-Moscow coop-
eration are aimed at peace
and friendship of the two na-
tions which can set a good
mode! for other countries of
the region.

Rejecting any foreign
presence in the Caspian Sea,
including the U.S.,, he said
that U.S. presence in the sea
implies Washington's direct
interference in the affairs of
regional countries, Russia in
particular.

He warned that U.S.
presence in the Caspian Sea
will turn the sea into a crisis
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spot, adding that tension in
the region will only benefit
the aliens.

As for resources in the
Caspian Sea, Tikhonov said
oil reserves in the sea are
much higher than what has
appeared in statistics.

Underlining Russia' s op-
position to Baku-Ceyhan
pipeline, he said the U.S.
supports the pipeline for the
sake of its own political ad-
vantages in the region.

He said the best routes
for the pipeline are the ones
passing through Iran and
Russia

The Russian officid
warned against the threat of
pollution in the Caspian Sea
caused by some oil com-
panies and certain Caspian
Sea littoral states, calling for
collective cooperation to
fight the pollution.

Also speaking to IRNA,
State Duma faction of the
Liberal Democratic Party of
Russia (LDPR) leader Vlad-

imir Zhirinovsky voiced op-
position to U.S. presence in
the Caspian Sea.

He said that Iran and
Russia should play their role
in the settlement of regiona
and international issues and
prevent tension in the region.

Zhirinovsky termed the
Islamic Revolution in Iran as
the magor development of
the 20th century, adding that
the revolution under the
leadership of Imam Kho-
meini was welcomed for
having roots in divine pow-
er.

Pointing to his recent
visit to Iran in which he be-
came acquainted with the
achievements of the revolu-
tion, he said the Islamic Re-
public of Iran can set a clear
example of self-reliance and
progress for other world
countries.

He said the Iranian so-
ciety is a safe society free
from negative phenomena of
the West.
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