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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!
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0800 856 2029
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Iran, Armenia discuss trade cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Armenia started discussion over expansion of coop-
eration in trade and production fields in a seminar which was opened with

Armenian President Robert Kocharyan's messagein Y erevan Sunday. | N

The participants in the seminar are expected to explore ways of im-

proving bilateral relations.

The message said that Armenia enjoys suitable potentialities for expan-

sion of relations and exchange of goods with Iran.

Meanwhile, head of Iran’s embassy to Y erevan Mohammad-Farhad Ko-
leyni in his speech at the gathering underlined importance of economic coop-
eration between Tehran and Y erevan and implementation of the joint venture

projects.

Leader:

|ranian nation pays
no heed to views of
hegemonic powers

TEHRAN - The Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, here on Sunday said that the Iranian
nation owes its successes and high stature to following the
noble teachings of the Holy Quran.

Speaking at the ceremony to conclude the 15th inter-
national Quran recitation contest, Ayatollah Khamenei
added “today, the Iranian nation helped by Quran, pays no
heed in any of its domestic or foreign affairs to the views
of the hegemonic arrogant powers, and has further stood
up to them,” IRNA reported.

Noting that human societies today are engulfed in ma-
jor difficulties despite their huge materia progress, the
Leader stated that today’ s man more than any other timeis
in need of the enlightening teachings of the Holy Quran.

Ayatollah Khamenei expressed satisfaction with the
interest displayed by the youth for learning and under-
standing Quran, adding that to promote the Holy Quran
more amongst the people, efforts should be made to raise
the stature of Quranic mastersin the society.

In conclusion, the winners of the contest, kicked off
last Tuesday, received their prizes from Minister of Cul-
ture and Ilamic Guidance Ataollah Mohgjerani.
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Iran, Thalland geared to expand
mutual cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian and
Thai foreign ministers in the
first round of their talks here
on Sunday discussed polit-
ical and economic coop-
eration between the two
countries at regional level
and in matters of mutual in-
terest.

Surin Pitsuwan said the
historical background and
commonalties shared by Iran
and Thailand can prepare the
ground for expansion of bi-
lateral relations. Thailand is
interested in further con-
solidating bilateral relations,
IRNA quoted him as saying.

Pitsuwan said that his
country is ready to expand
cooperation with Iran in the
areas of fisheries, raise vol-
ume of trade and economic
transactions and facilitate ac-
tivities of Iranian and Thai

Tehran, Riyadh bent on upgrading
mutual cooperation

TEHRAN - Chairman of
Saudi Arabia’s Shura Coun-
cil (parliament) Sheikh Mu-
hammad ibn Ibrahim al-
Jubair met and conferred
here on Sunday with Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Ka
ma Kharrazi on issues of
mutual interests.

In the meeting, the Saudi
Parliament speaker said that
the will and determination of
the leaders of the two broth-
erly countries are based on
further expansion and deep-
ening of mutua relations,
IRNA reported.

In order to further ad-
vance the goals of both
countries and to develop re-
lations between the two
countries, cooperation be-
tween Iranian and Saudi Ara-
bian officials is a must, he
said.

The Saudi official under-
lined that relations between
the two countries have en-
tered a new era, saying “we
should develop Tehran-
Riyadh relations considering
the future of our relations.”

“We adways look for-
ward to further expansion of
mutual relations in the future
and | hope current contacts
and exchange of views be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia
will continue at al levels,”
he said.

Kharrazi in reply ex-
pressed hope that the current
visit of the Saudi Parliament
speaker and his talks with
Iranian officials would leave
favorable effect on enhance-
ment of mutual ties.

Calling the role of Iran
and Saudi Arabia in the re-
gion and in world of Islam as

significant, Kharrazi said
that Tehran and Riyadh
should play a key role in the
Muslim world by relaying on
each other.

Asserting as very pos
itive the current relations be-
tween Iran and Saudi Arabia,
the foreign minister said that
the responsibilities of the
two countries go beyond ec-
onomic and political dimen-
sions and that is to introduce
a comprehensive and true
image of 1slam to the world.

In ameeting with hisvis-
iting Saudi counterpart, Par-
liament (Majlis) Speaker Ali
Akbar Nateq Nouri said
that only enemies of Islam
take advantages of  disunity
among Islamic countries.

Referring to the key role
of parliament in Iran, he said
that expansion of Tehran-
Riyadh parliamentary re-
lations will lead to further
promotion of bilateral coop-
eration in all areas.

Nateq Nouri voiced par-
liament’'s readiness to form
joint parliamentary friend-
ship group between the two
countries.

Underlining importance
of cooperation among Mus-
lim states, the Saudi official
expressed regret that two
Muslim countries, due to
misunderstanding  between
Iranian and Saudi officialsin
the past few years could not
forge close relations.

He called for stepping up
efforts to further expand
Tehran-Riyadh relations and
expressed interest in con-
sultations with senior Iranian
officials.

Sheikh Jubair announced

the outstanding

tion which

ing filmmakers worldwide.

Iranian film wins special award in
Greek film festival

TEHRAN - The young and rising Iranian film director
Samira Makhmalbaf’s ‘Sib’ (apple) won the ‘ Special Men-
tion" award at the Thessaloniki Film Festival in Greece.

The awards were announced by the 7-member inter-
national jury in Thessaloniki, 500 kms north of Athens, Sun-
day night, IRNA reported from the Greek capital.

The jury said ‘Sib’ was given the award - a certificate -
“for the poetic way in which it treats one of the most im-
portant social problems of Iran.”

Sib was among the twelve official entries at the 39th In-
ternational Thessaloniki Film Festival held November 13-22.

The best full length film award - Golden Alexander -
(12.5 million drachmas) went to Japanese film ‘Fishesin Au-
gust’ by Yoichiro Takahashi.

The specia jury award - Silver Alexander - (7.5 million
drachmas) was shared by two films, the ‘Flight of the Bee' a
joint production by Jamshed Usmanov of Tgjikistan and Byo-
ing Hun min of Korea, and ‘Buttoners by Peter Zelenka of
the Czech Republic. The best director award was won by
Greek Constantine Giannaris for the film ‘From the Edge of
the City’. The best screenplay award went to Peter Zelenka
of the Czech Republic “for the originality of the dialogue and
story construction of the film Buttoners.”

Jeanne Balibar of France won the best actress award for
her role inthefilm ‘God’'s Got My Number’.

Mehmet Kurtulus won the best actor award for hisrolein
the German film ‘Short Sharp Shock’ directed by Fatih
Akin. The artistic achievements award went to ‘ Spring in My
Hometown’ by Kwangmo Lee of Korea.

In a statement, the international jury said it has been im-
pressed by the exceptional artistic quality of the film selec-
underlines the ever growing importance of the
Thessaloniki Film Festival as prime showcase for the emerg-

his country’s readiness to
form Iran-Saudi Arabia joint
parliamentary friendship
group.

Later on Sunday, Al-
Jubair held talks with chief
of the Expediency Council
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani.

In the meeting, Raf-
sanjani pointed out that the
continuous trend of the
drop in the oil prices is not
natural and that the satanic
policies behind the scene are
directing the whole affairs to
inflict ~ economic blow to
the oil producing nations.

“Itisin the interest of ail
producing nations whether
members of OPEC or non-
OPEC to immediately start
cooperating and exchanging
views so as to prevent fur-
ther drop in the oil prices
and help reinstate its real
prices through a thorough
scrutiny and firm and prac-
tical decision,” said the for-
mer president of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

Rafsanjani said that the
Islamic Republic of Iran is
ready to cooperate and ex-
change views with all OPEC
members, particularly Saudi
Arabia for the materi-
alization of thisgoal.

Conveying special greet-
ings of King Fahd and the
Saudi Crown Prince Amir
Abdullah to Rafsanjani, the
Saudi official on his part
said, “Saudi Arabia attaches
great importance to  expan-
sion of relations with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and
that his country wants to see
this relation promoted.”

He welcomed Raf-
sanjani’s proposa for the
creation of a close coop-
eration and coordination be-
tween member and non-
member countries of the
OPEC to prevent further fall
of the ail prices.

private sectors.

He stressed Iran’srole in
stability of the region and
said that the Bangkok gov-
ernment is satisfied with
Iran’s peace seeking policies
and its mediation role in eas-
ing regional crises.

Kharrazi for his part
cdled as “positive” the
growing trend of bilateral re-
lations and said that firm de-
termination of Iran and Thai-
land to upgrade mutua
cooperation would guarantee
implementation of the mu-
tually reached agreements.

He said that Iran is ready
to contribute to expansion of
cooperation between the Ec-
onomic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) and the
Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and

to improvement of coop-
eration among members of
the two organizations in the
region.

The two sides aso
stressed the need for re-
sumption of direct flights be-
tween Bangkok and Tehran
in anear future.

In ameeting with Iranian
First Vice-President Hassan
Habibi on Sunday, the Thai
foreign minister said his
country iswilling to develop
cooperation with lran mu-
tualy, trilaterally or muilti-
laterally aong with the
Caucasian states.

Pitsuwan said Thailand
is the gate for the Iranian
goods reaching the Far
East. He cdled for sup-
porting the private sectors to
upgrade trade, economic and

4 .
Khatami:

TEHRAN

capital of Tabriz.

eration of the factory.

the country annually.

People must preserve
achievements of

- President Mohammad Khatami has ex-
pressed the hope that the Iranian nation will make efforts
to preserve the achievements of the Islamic Republic.

Addressing ulema of this northwestern province, he
termed the Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei as the axis of the system, IRNA reported.

The president said that mechanisms must be intro-
duced to the society so that al people feel respected, thus
encouraging them to respect Islam in return.

As to introduction of new thoughts into Islamic so-
cieties, he said that making use of others' thoughts should
take place while preserving our own thoughts.

Meanwhile, the president inaugurated drug man-
ufacturing factory of ‘Zakariya-e Razi’ in the provincia

Visiting different sections of the plant, he lauded great
efforts of the experts in constructing and putting into op-

The plant, which has the annual capacity to man-
ufacture 1,000 tons of primary material for 12 different
kinds of antibiotics, will fetch some DIrs 60 million to

The construction of the factory which has been built
on 30 hectare of land, has cost some RIs 189 billion.

President Khatami and the accompanying delegation
arrived here Saturday on athree-day visit.

N\

system

industrial cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Bangkok.

He called for boosting of
cultural relations  between
Iran and Thailand.

The first vice-president
said Tehran-Bangkok joint
economic commission
should be activated to launch
joint investment projects in
industry, trade, tourism, na-
val and agriculture.

Habibi said Iran in line
with the doctrine of dialog
among civilizationsis will-
ing to promote cultural re-
lations with the nations in
the Far East.

Pitsuwan in a separate
meeting here on Sunday with
QOil Minister Bijan Namdar
Zanganeh caled for expan-
sion of mutua cooperation
in the areas of oil and gas
industries.

According to the public
relations office of the Qil
Ministry, the lranian min-
ister referred to capabilities
of Iran in ail industries and
welcomed expansion of mu-
tual cooperation in oil sector
as well as exchange of ex-
periences between the two
sides.

Referring to the coun-
try’s capabilities and facil-
ities, Zanganeh expressed
hope that Iran and Thailand
would be able to expand
their  cooperation in the ar-
eas of oil, gas, petrochemical
and other related industries.

Asian table tennis stars
to compete in Kish

TEHRAN - The Asian table tennis stars and their Iranian counterparts
will compete in a tournament in Kish in March, said the sports advisor of
Kish Free Trade Zone (FTZ), Bahram Afshar-Zadeh.

Afshar-Zadeh, also deputy head of the physical education organization
for culture and training affairs, added that the two-day competition will kick
off on March 1, cosponsored by the Kish FTZ organization and Table Ten-
nis Federation.

He said that eight top players from Asia have been invited to compete in
the tournament.

Dialog among civilizations
focuses on real 1ssues of
societies

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami’s
views and proposa for di-
alog among civilizations is
concerned with principa is-
sues in societies, said the Di-
rector of the ltay’s ‘Gio-

vanni Agnéelli’ Institute,
Marcello Pacini.
Taking to IRNA in

Rome, he added that pro-
moting dialog among civ-
ilizations is absolutely the
best possible approach to re-
solving the societal issues.

Pacini added that, since
economic and political re-
lations are not by themselves
adequate to safeguard the in-
ternational system, cultural
issues should be the basis of
international order.

He said that cultural ties
are the real basis of peace
because, relations are formed
on mutual understanding and
shared values, adding, “it
is necessary to have dialog
among civilizations to en-
hance understanding of val-
ues and shared symbols.”

Pacini further stated, “di-
alog and cooperation among
civilizations not only gives
momentum to the speed by
which globalization of cul-
ture and new bounds among
the people are being shaped,
it will also lead to deep root-
ed economic, social, political
and technological develop-
ments in the world.”

However, he cautioned
that guidance and man-
agement of these develop-

ments have to satisfy the mo-
ra values and goas of hu-
manity and in this respect,
older civilizations are again,
emerging with new forcesin
the international arena.

The director of Agnelli
Institute said that because
ancient civilizations are
able to present a value sys-
tem and a philosophy of life
to the world, they can guide
human beings towards moral
values, which are de-
termining factors in shaping
human conduct vis-a-vis the
modern and materialistic
forces prevalent in the daily
life.

He further said, “it
should not be assumed that
reactions to these needs will
be uniform, because the glo-
balization of economy is not
the same as uniformity in
cultures, but, each civiliza-
tion can and should search
for its own responses to the
new modernism.”

Referring to the theory
of clash of civilizations, Pa
cini said that the weakness
in this theory and analysis is
that it assumes the old civ-
ilizations to be monalithic
and stagnant blocks and ig-
nore their flexible and dy-
namic factors.

The institute will hold a
seminar with Iranian and
Italian professors and re-
searchers next week to dis-
cuss religious, governmental
and social issues of the two
countries.

Petrochemical complex to be equipped
with modern technology

TEHRAN - Managing
director of Bandar Imam
Petrochemical Complex
Abbas She'ri said that op-
erations are underway to
equip the complex with
modern technology.

She'ri told IRNA that

kArg-e Bam to turn into a speed
boat building center in world

TEHRAN - Arg-e Bam
special economic zone in
Kerman Province will be
turned into the fifth center
for building speed boats in
the world, said the zone's
managing director, Ma-
sood Fazel.

He told IRNA that the
speed boats have been de-
signed to offer patrol ser-
vices, rescue operations
and cary out military
strike and also be used in
thowing ships.

Production of cat-
amaran speed boats will
start in a near future as a
result of which Iran will

become one of the few
countries in the world en-
gaged in manufacturing
these boats, he said.

Fazel pointed out that
the speed boats will be
built in different models
with lengths ranging from
seven to 18 meters and
speed from 20 to 70 nau-
tical miles.

A prominent designer
is engaged in computer de-
signing of the boats in
Australia, he added. He
said that next year the pro-
duction technology of the
boats will be fully trans-
ferred to Iran. The man-

Iran to expand trade of
Precious stones

TEHRAN - Mines and
Metals Minister Eshaq Ja-
hangiri predicted  that
through arrangements made
by his ministry, precious
stones would gain a specia
status in country’s economy
in the Third Five-Year Ec-
onomic Development Plan.

He noted that certain
programs have been devised
to raise production and pro-
cessing of precious stones
considering their high value-
added potential, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that the ministry
is ready to provide miners
with necessary support and
welcomes any domestic and
foreign investment in the
mineral sector. He also said
that the country needs for-

| ran-Babael joins Iranian shipping line

BANDAR ABBAS-
The multi-purpose cargo
ship ‘lran-Babaei joined
the fleet of the ISamic Re-
public of Iran  Shipping
Linein a ceremony at Mar-
tyr Rajael jetty in this Per-
sian Gulf province, Sun-
day. The 22,000-ton
ship is named after Martyr
Major Genera Abbas Ba-
baei, the former command-

er of the Air Force who at-
tained martyrdom during
the 1980-88 war.

Iran-Babael is the
fourth in a series of six
22,000-ton vessels ordered
to South Korea by the Ira-
nian shipping line.

The ship is 168.4 me-
ters long and 26 meters
wide with 16.5 nautical
speed and the capacity of
carrying 22,621 tons of

cargo.

The ship was built at a
cost of about DIrs 30 mil-
lion. Other vessels of the se-
ries, Iran-Sattari, |ran-Hesabi
and Iran-Bakeri have already
joined the Iranian fleet.

Air Force Commander
General Bagaei, Navy Com-
mander Rear Admiral Moh-
taj and a number of officials
were present at the cer-
emony.

eign technology and ex-
pertise for processing and
export of precious stones.

Setting up of the fair
should be considered as the
starting point of introducing
country’s precious stones
and identifying problems in
this branch of industry and
trade.

Referring to his recent
visit to South Africa, he said
that considering the coun-
try’s high expertise in the
mineral  field, extensive
cooperation is hoped to be
realized between Iran and
the African country in stone
production and processing.

In case of the two coun-
tries finalizing a contract in
the said field, a South Af-
rican delegation would ar-
rive in Tehran by the next
two weeks to study exploita-
tion of a gold mine in Zar-
shuran district in  north-
western Province of West
Azarbaijan, he said.

Growth in production
and export of precious stones
can improve the country’s
economy and gain a high
share in foreign exchange
earning, according to pro-
ducers and exporters of pre-
cious stones.

Taking to IRNA at the
first exhibition of precious
stones here on Saturday, an

exporter  expressed  dis
satisfaction with low export
of precious stones, turquoise
in particular, by Iran last
year, given the country's
high export capacity.

Increases of 513.3 and
438.8 percent were recorded
in weight and value of pre-
cious stones, particularly tur-
quoise, exported last year
compared to the previous
year.
The managing director of
a precious stone exporting
company told IRNA that
Iran is not much active in
production and export of pre-
cious stones despite its rich
reserves.

The value of global pro-
duction of precious stones
amounted at over DIrs 100
billion in 1995, indicating
that the industry has con-
tinued to develop over the
past two years, he said.

He said that holding of
the precious stones exhibi-
tion is the first step taken by
the Mines and Metals Min-
istry in this regard.

The five-day fair, which
opened last week, concluded
itswork on Saturday.

aging director added that
in the initial stage one ship
is to be build within an
average period of 25 days
Manufacture of cat-
amaran passenger boats,
with capacity of 24, 30
and 60 persons, is ex-
pected to cost 30 percent
less than foreign makes.

Eqgyptian weekly:

the technology operational
a Arak, Tabriz and Is-
fahan petrochemical com-
plexes will be utilized at
Bandar Imam complex as
well.

The said that except
for the polyvinyl chloride
(PVC) unit, the tech-
nology used in other parts
of the complex is 25 years
old.

The official said that
rehabilitation  operations
are successfully  under-
way at the heavy poly-
ethylene and poly-
propylene units, adding
that in the absence of the
recovery operations at pol-

yethylene unit its pro-
duction would have been
stopped.

He said that access to
the technology to re-
habilitate the unit was al-
most impossible for vari-
ous reasons, including the
U.S. sanctions.

Marked improvement in
Egyptian-lranian ties

TEHRAN - Egyptian
state-run  weekly  “Al-
Ahram al-Arabi” reported
that an Iranian media del-
egation representing lead-
ing lIranian newspapers
and media institutions ar-
rived in Cairo last week
following an invitation by
the Al-Ahram Founda-
tion.

The weekly noted that
it was for the first time
since the 70s that Iranian
media men were visiting
Cairo, IRNA reported
from Athens.

“It is considered a
step in  strengthening
Egyptian-lranian relations
which have witnessed
notable improvement re-
cently.” The Arab mag-
azine said the Iranian me-

dia delegation met
Egyptian officials and
discussed with  them

Egyptian-lranian ties.

The Iranian journalists
who were briefed on the
Egyptian development
process voiced their
pleasure on meeting with
Egyptian personalities
during the visit.

The Iranian media del-
egation met among others
the chairman of the board
of Al-Ahram Foundation
Ibrahim Nafie, the Grand
Sheikh of Al-Azhar Sayy-
ad Tantawi, Foreign Min-
ister Amr Moussa, Tour-
ism Minister Ahmed al-
Beltagi, the chief of the
Arab League Esmat Ab-
dul Maguid and the fa-
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mous writer and journal-
ist Mohammad Hasanein
Heikal.

They visited the head-
quarters of Egyptian news
agency Mena in Cairo
and also the cities of Suez
and 10th of Ramdhan.

But, he added, with the
help of the expertise of the
Iranian specialists at Arak
Petrochemical  Complex,
the technology operational
at Bandar Imam complex
was changed and upgraded
to a new standard.

Plans are also under-
way for the imple-
mentation of rehabilitation
projects of the control sys-
tems at Bandar Imam Pet-
rochemical Complex next
year, he said.

She'ri added that in-
stallation of the new sys-
tems will economize eight
percent in water consump-
tion while production will
increase by three percent
and pollution will be re-
duced considerably.

He said installation of
the new distributed control
system (DCS)  which is
planned for (2000-2005)
demands a DIrs 30 million
investment, adding that the
computerized system will
save every single step in
the production process and
spot any possible cause for
the sudden rupture in the
system.

The plan has been ap-
proved by the board of di-
rectors of Bandar Imam
complex and has been for-
warded to the general as-
sembly of the Nationa
Petrochemical  Industries
Company for final approv-
al.

Former minister, hiswife
stabbed to death

TEHRAN- Daryoush
Foruhar, former labor min-
ister in the provisional gov-
ernment of Mehdi Bazargan
and his wife, Parvaneh,
were stabbed to death, it was
announced here on Sunday.

The law enforcement
headquarters in Tehran quot-
ed one of parties close to
Foruhar as announcing on
Sunday that Foruhar and his
wife had been stabbed to
death at their residence in
Tehran.

Loca police says the
motivation behind the crime
has not been known yet and
investigations are underway

on theissue.

An IRNA reporter at the
scene of the crime said,
“eye-witnesses said that the
killer or the killers had been
the victims' acquaintances as
they were carrying with
them a box of cookies and a
bunch of flowers at the time
of their entry into the prem-
ises.”

The crime was disclosed
when the guests who had
been initially invited to the
house rang the doorbell but
received no respond.

It is presumed that the
crime had taken place on
Saturday evening.
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