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Out of this world call prices
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Canada
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Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

WESTERN MONEY
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING P.O. Box: 2077 55 - 57 Banner Street

STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING: COM PL ET E New York, NY 10116 - 2077 London EC1Y 8PX
MUNICIPAL SERVICES

* Wood Frame Houses USA UK

* Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY
* Concrete Tilt-Ups * Inspection of EARTHQUAKE dam-

; aged Bldgs.
. gff.'(;:e’ Ware\?voaLljﬁ * Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
eniorcing Wall to * Architectural Design Services
Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services

* Welded Steel * Custom Homes, Shopping Centers,
Moment Connection Condos, etc... )

* Compliance with L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Retrofit Ordinance * Fina Inspection & Certificate of
Occupancy

* Building Code Consulting
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INSURANCE CLAINS * Conditional Use Permit

* Subdivisions, Variances. Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
Join uson our “RED CARPET” atwo weeks fully escorted
Journey to IRAN

TEL: (416) 512 - 8080
FAX: (416) 512 - 7699

o1, i1 - 800 - 924 - 0724
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Iran Air negotiating purchase

of 3 Airbuses

TEHRAN - Managing Director of airlines of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, Iran Air, Ahmad Reza Kazemi Monday announced that his company is

negotiating purchase of three Airbuses.

Speaking at the inauguration of Tehran-Sanandaj ‘Iran Air Tour’ flights,
Kazemi said the plan is expected to be realized in future, IRNA reported.

He said that the measure is in line with the airlines’s policies to expand
its fleet. Kazemi highlighted Iran Air’'s potential for the repair and main-
tenance of its fleet aswell as in observation of security standards.

Planes of the company would not have been alowed to land at
national airports, if they were not up to international security and safety stan-

dards, said the official.
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President, Saudi speaker meet:

L eader receives L ebanese Hezbollah
Secr etary-gener al

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on
Tuesday received Secretary-
General and chief of the
leadership council of Leb-
anese Hezbollah Hassan
Nasrollah.

The Leader appreciated
the faithfulness, de-
termination, bravery, unity
and wisdom of Hezbollah
and said, “your presence in
Lebanon, which is a very
sensitive point, is a great as-
set for Islam and the Muslim
ummah. We hope, the Al-
mighty God will guide you
in adirection that will satisfy
Him and help you succeed in
that way,” IRNA reported.

The Leader said “every
evidence indicates that the
future will be better than the
past (in the Middle East) and
the world arrogance is a a
loss as to how to bring the
Middle East dilemma to an
end.

“One thing showing

Washington's  helplessness
in the Middle East is the lat-
est (Wye) accord with Yas
ser Arafat. They exerted
much pressure on him (Ar-
afat) to place him under such
a specific situation.”

However, al those in the
Arab and Musiim worlds
who are emotionaly at-
tached to the Middle East is-
sues have rejected the (Wye)
accord as disgusting, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said.

“There isno logic behind
the (Wye) accord except that
of Isradl and the U.S. Thisis
something which every one
understands,” the Leader
said.

“l pray to the Almighty
for your success...there are a
lot of people who pray to the
Almighty for your success.
May Allah accept the pleas
and make you successful,”
the Leader said.

Meanwhile, Parliament
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri told Nasrollah in a

-
Amr Moussa:

reported from Athens.

most pessimist thinks.

specify a date

Egypt Monday.

thinkers.

expected to visit Iran soon.

Normalization of Egypt-Iran
tles Imminent

TEHRAN - Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Moussa

reportedly told a media delegation from Iran that Cairo

will not alow any third party meddle in relations be-

tween Egypt and the IsSlamic

He underlined that the matter concerned Egypt only
and not other countries like the U.S. and Israel, IRNA

Egyptian Islamic newspaper “Al-Shaab” Tuesday re-
ported that Moussa told the Iranian journalists that nor-
malization of ties between Egypt and Iran would be ac-
complished in the earliest possible time and earlier than

The Egyptian foreign minister, however, did not
for the establishment of full diplomatic
ties between Cairoand Tehran.

A media delegation comprising chief editors of sever-
a lranian newspapers concluded a one-week visit to

They met Foreign Minister Amr Moussa, Tourism
Minister Mamdouh  Beltagi, Sheikh of Al-Azhar Sayy-
ad Tantawi and other Egyptian officials, journalists and

Al-Shaab said the visit of the Iranian media delega-
tion was a success as it contributed in boosting relations
between the two Muslim countries.

Meanwhile, a large Egyptian media delegation was

N

Republic.
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Plansto pave way for
promotion of foreign
Investment

BANDAR ABBAS, Hormuzgan - Grounds will be paved
for further promotion of foreign investment in Iran’s free
trade zones (FTZ) if the Mgjlis (parliament) and Council of
Guardians approve adding of two notes to the existing laws on

the zones, said aMagjlis deputy.

Rapporteur of the economic affairs, finance and coop-
eratives commission of the Majlis Mohammad Reza Khabaz,
told IRNA that the legal and executive problems of the free
trade and industrial zones will be eliminated soon by raising
the case in the Majlis and proposing supplementing the notes
to the existing laws. One of the notes deas with foreign in-
vestments and the other with Iranian and foreign insurance

companies.

Khabaz referred to excess customs regulations and ab-
sence of branches of foreign bank in these zones as the major
problems of these areas. He added that although the Majlis
two years ago approved a law on establishment of branches
of foreign banks, the industrialists till have to open creditsin
the neighboring countries and banksin mainland Iran.

separate meeting here Mon-
day that the Palestine issueis
a strategic issue for the Is-
lamic Republic and that Iran
will stand by the oppressed
nation of Palestineto the end.

He termed the sacred
and valiant jihad of the Is-
lamic resistance movement
against surpers as honorable
and voiced Iran’s firm sup-
port for national resistance
of Lebanon to the Zionist re-
gime' s aggressions.

Nasrollah briefed the
speaker on the latest de-
velopments in the occupied
territories in Southern Leb-
anon and Bekaa.

Referring to the recent
Israeli threats against Leb-
anon, Nasrollah said that the
Islamic resistance movement
and the Lebanese people are
resolute to counter and resist
the aggressions of the Zion-
ist regime.

Turning to the recently
concluded Wye Plantation
accord between the Zionist
regime and Palestine Na-
tional Authority, he said the
recent statements by the
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution in condemnation of
the accord brought hope to
the oppressed nation of Pal-
estine and world Muslims.

Antigue coins, bracelets belonging

to Sasanian era seized

TEHRAN - Some 81 antique coins along with some bracelets belonging
to Sasanian era were seized from smugglers in the western border city of Ba-
neh, Director General of the provincial Cultural Heritage Department Abdol-
Reza Mohgjeri said on Tuesday.

Speaking to IRNA, he said that the smugglers had planned to illegally
take the antiques out of Iran but the provincia law enforcement personnel
managed to confiscate the antiques in a border village.

The confiscated items are to be handed over to Kordestan Cultural Her-
itage Organization to be put on display at public museums, he said.

Iran, Saudi Arabia hold important economic,

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday met  the visiting

Speaker of the Saudi Con-
sultative Assembly Sheikh
Ibrahim ibn Jubair in which
he referred to the important
political and economic stat-
us enjoyed by the two coun-
triesin the region.

He said what is im-
portant and of particular at-
tention is the principles of
Isam and Islamic civiliza-
tion as well as the moral and
civil ways of life in Isam,
IRNA reported.

Tehran, Moscow sign agreement
nuclear cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and
Russia, at the conclusion of
Russian Atomic  Energy
Minister Yevgeny Adamov’s
visit to Tehran on tuesday,
signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) for fur-
ther nuclear cooperation.

The MOU envisions for-
mation of joint research
groups for adding a second
unit to the nuclear power
plant in Bushehr as well as
to build new generation nu-
clear power plants in Iran,
IRNA reported.

The head of Iran’s Atom-
ic Energy Organization,
Gholamreza Aqgazadeh, prior
to signing the MOU, said
that the pace of the construc-
tion work on the Bushehr's
plant has picked up consid-
erably  since the signing of
an addendum agreement be-
tween Iran and Russia last
September.

“More than 1,000 people
are presently active in the
project to complete Bu-
shehr’s nuclear power plant,
300 of whom are Russian
citizens,” Agazadeh said.

According to Agazadeh,
some 80,000 pieces of parts,
previously kept in open spac-
es for the project, have been
checked by the two countries
experts and transferred to ap-
propriate warehouses.

He further stated that the

construction of the meta
chamber of the plant has
been finished while the con-
struction of the concrete
chamber is due to be com-
pleted within a few months.

On reasons for the delay
in the construction of the
plant, Agazadeh specifically
mentioned “certain ambigu-
ities in the contract with
Russia,” as well as the delay
by Iran in submitting to the
Russians some needed tech-
nical documents.

The problems were final-
ly rectified last September
and the construction of the
plant is expected to be com-
pleted in 52 months, the Ira-
nian official added.

Aqgazadeh further stated
that specia arrangements
have been made with Rus-
sians, enabling Iran to pay
part of its dues to Russia for
the project by exporting vari-
ous goods.

To that end, Agazadeh
explained, Iran recently ex-
ported some Dlrs 15 million
worth of buses and auto-
mobiles to the Russian Fed-
eration.

The value of Iran’s orig-
inal contract with Russia is
Dlrs 705 million, and the ad-
dendum signed last Sep-
tember is valued at Dlrs 73
million, Agazadeh added.

The just-signed MOU

also envisions exchange of
academicians as well as in-
formation on nuclear sci-
ences to elevate the Iranian
nuclear know-how.

Also speaking at the
signing ceremony, was the
Russian atomic energy min-
ister who rejected some re-
ports attributing the delay in
construction of the Bushehr
nuclear power plant to U.S.
objections to Russian coop-
eration with Iran.

“The agreement envi-
sioned start of the activity by
Russia after Iran has sup-
plied the necessary technical
information, which was de-
livered late by Iran,” Ad-
amov said in explaining the
actual reason for the delay in
the project.

He further reported that
some 18 truck-loads of
equipment necessary for
studies on the project arrived
in Bushehr Monday .

According to Adamov,
about a third of the 80,000
pieces previously procured
for construction of the power
plant, lack necessary docu-
ments. Stating that specifica-
tions for the said parts have
to be obtained, Adamov
stressed that Russia is trying
to use the existing pieces, in-
stead of supplying them it-
self, to cut down on lran’'s
cost for the project.

OPEC oll ministers
meet 1N Vienna

TEHRAN - Oil min-

isters of the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries

(OPEC) met in Vienna
Wednesday to discuss the
slump in oil prices.

Iranian Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh
who presided the session
of the market monitoring
subcommittee on Tues-
day, briefed the par-
ticipants on the latest de-
velopments of the oil
market and fluctuation in
prices.

The Wednesday meet-
ing held in the Austrian

capital under conditions
when the price of oil has
plummeted on inter-
national markets, thus
creating economic prob-
lems for OPEC members
over the past one year,
sad an IRNA com-
mentary.

It seems that a number
of OPEC members would
propose at the meeting
production cuts be con-
tinued to the level of 2.6
million barrels per day un-
til the end of 1999 per an

agreement reached in
March.
Analysts, however,

point to higher oil re-

King Fahd favors promotion of
lran-Saudi relations

TEHRAN - King Fahd
of Saudi Arabia is de
termined to  prevent any
rift in the relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia, said
the Emir of Riyadh region
Salman ibn Abd a-Aziz in
Riyadh Monday.

Speaking to IRNA cor-
respondent and Arab re-
porters, at the opening cer-
emonies of the Iran's
exhibition in Riyadh, he
added, “the Saudi king
supports expansion of re-
lations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia”

He reiterated that the
visit by the head of Iran's
Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani to
Saudi Arabia had an im-
portant role in strength-
ening the bilateral re-
lations.

The Saudi king's broth-
er added that given the fa-
vorable atmosphere pre-
vailing between Iran and

Saudi Arabia, it is nec-
essary for the bilatera
trade to expand.

Al-Aziz also stated that
growing bilateral trade is a
testimony to the good re-
lations between the two

countries, adding that the
visits of Saudi Crown
Prince Amir Abdullah and
the head of Consultative
Council Sheikh Jubair to
Iran also underline the
growing ties.

Lauding the quality and
variety of lranian products
on display at the exhibi-
tion, he added, “lran has
modern industries which is
a source of pride for the
Muslims and beneficial for
thetwo countries.”

Referring to the differ-
ences between the two
countries industrial make-
up, he added that the two
countries’ industries can
nevertheless be comple-
mentary, an incentive for
the businessmen in both
countries to boost their ac-
tivities.

The emir of Riyadh re-
gion stated that Saudi con-
sumers want new goods
and the Iranian products of
good quality can find per-
manent place in the Saudi
market, adding, “hopefully
an exhibition of the Saudi
Arabian products will also
be held in Tehran in the
near future.”

He concluded by ex-
pressing his country readi-
ness to facilitate issuance
of visas for lranian busi-
nessmen.

The emir of Riyadh re-
gion in aspecia ceremony
Monday evening in-
augurated Iran’s first and
largest exclusive exhibition
abroad.

IRNA correspondent in
Riyadh reported that the
head of Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce, deputies from
ministries of economy and
industries, Saudi ag-
riculture and commerce
ministers, a number of am-
bassadors in Saudi Arabia
and other high-ranking Sau-
di official also attended the
ceremony.

The head of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce Al-
inagi Khamoushi, the head
of the Export Promotion
Center Mojtaba Khosrow-
Taj and Managing Director
of Industrial Development
and Renovation Organiza-
tion Akbar Torkan briefed
the audience on Iran's
plans for economic de-
velopment.

The exhibition has been

held in line with Iran’s pol-
icies of promotion of non-
oil exports and its special
relations with the Muslim
countries, Saudi Arabia, in
particular.

More than 150 public
and private companies are
displaying their products
at the exhibition which is
sponsored by Iran’s Cham-
ber of Commerce and the
Export Promotion Center of
Iran. The exhibition is held
under 10,000 sgquare meters
of roofed area.

Some 360 Iranian busi-
nessmen, merchants and in-
dustrialists are also par-
ticipating in the fair.

Some of the products
on display in the seven-day
exhibition include, ag-
ricultural and concentrated
food items, chemicals,
pharmaceutical  products,
automotive parts, paper,
tires, health care and plastic
materials, motorcycles, lor-
ries, buses and engineering
and technical services.

The Iranian officials
will also hold discussions
with  high-ranking Saudi
officials on expansion of
bilateral trade.

serves of non-OPEC
members and predict that
independent oil producers
would increase their pro-
duction by 700,000 to
800,000 bpd next year.
They believe that the pro-
duction cuts to the level
proposed by OPEC mem-
bers will be effective in
improving oil market.

Market experts be-
lieve that OPEC members
have no other option but
to calculate lIraq's pro-
duction quota based on
the organization’s output
ceiling Irag used to pro-
duce more than three mil-
lion barrels of oil per day
according to its OPEC-
determined quota prior to
its invasion of Kuwait
and imposition of ec-
onomic sanctions on the
country by the United Na-
tions.

After eruption of the
Persian Gulf war and a
halt to Irag and Kuwait's
oil exports, OPEC started
to distribute their quotas
among other members.

Thus, Saudi Arabia's
oil production quota in-
creased to slightly more
than eight million bpd
from five million bpd.

Kuwait also returned
to the oil market after it
had reconstructed its was
damaged oil installations.
It is now offering oil to
the market on the basis of
the OPEC’s rationing sys-
tem.

However, experts pro-
pose a reduction in oil
production of 2.5 million
bpd with an aim to im-
prove the oil market and
push up oil prices.

Many oil analysts be-
lieve that only acute polit-
ical shocks such as rev-
olutions and wars are able
to bring about funda-
mental changes in the oil
market.

political statusin region

“Of course we are faced
with two basic problems in
this respect, one is the pos-
sible misunderstandings and
superficial, outdated per-
ceptions of Islam which may
not be accepted by the con-
temporary  world and the
second is the pressures ex-
erted by those who do not
want Islam and influence the
Muslims and Islamic coun-
tries,” he added.

He called on the Islamic
thinkers and intellectuas to
work together to get a better
and greater understanding of

to upgrade

Adamov further stated
that the target date for the
completion of the project
(within 52 months) is quite
reasonable, considering that
the standard for building a
nuclear power plant is over
nine years.

The Russian atomic en-
ergy minister left Tehran fol-
lowing the signing of the
MOU.

Chairmen of some Duma
committees, the head of Rus-
sian nuclear safety system as
well as some academicians
and representatives of Rus-
sian research ingtitutes ac-
companied Adamov in his
Tehran visit.

President Khatami:

Isam while &  the same
time confront foreign pres-
sures on their religion.

Turning to the U.N.s
unanimous approva of the
proposal for dialogue of civ-
ilizations, the president said,
“this makes our re
sponsibilities even greater
and it is only natural to ex-
pect that primarily the
Muslims themselves begin
such a dialogue to resolve
their differences, form and
present a joint and proper
understanding of Islam,
even though differences of
opinion isonly natural.”

Describing the ties and
status enjoyed by Iran and
Saudi Arabiain the region as
important, he considered
such relations essential in
forging closer ties between
the two countries as well as
to defend and establish Islam
properly in the region.

“Of course, Issam as we
know it is hot against any in-
dividual or nation and is not
against any religion or civ-
ilization. However it does
have its own intrinsic criteria
and insight.”

Cooperation between the
two countries, he said, will
in the future have beneficia
effects on the region in gen-
eral and onIslamic  coun-
tries and Irano-Saudi ties in
particular. At the same time
it will set an atmosphere for
regional peace, security and
stability in which the coun-
tries in the region respect

each other and do not inter-
fere in one another’s affairs,
said Khatami.

He referred to the visit to
Saudi Arabia by the head of
the State Expediency Coun-
cil Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani and the visit to Iran
by the Saudi Crown Prince
Amir Abdullah during the
summit meeting of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) last De-
cember and said the ex-
change of views and official-
level delegates between the
two countries will go a long
way inimproving and pro-
moting bilateral and regional
ties.

The speaker of the Saudi
Consultative Assembly drew
atention to  efforts by the
leaders of the two countries
towards bilatera coop-
eration and coordination and
said, “we have the re
sponsibility to focus our en-
deavorsto attain mutual trust
and accommodatethe  ex-
pansion of economic, com-
mercial, political, cultura
and social ties.

Sheikh  Jubair termed
President Khatami's views
and analysis in formulating
dialogue between civiliza-
tions as redistic and sad
without doubt, spiritual and
materialistic differences do
exist among religions and
cultures and it is quite im-
portant and useful to hold
dialogue on these issues.

Collective cooperation guarantees
regional peace, stability

TEHRAN - Uzbek For-
eign  Minister  Abdulaziz
Komilov in Tehran on Tues-

day submitted a message
from President Isam Kar-

imov to President Mo-

hammad Khatami.

President Khatami said
situation in the region is vol-
aile and the fate of the re-
gional states depends upon
one another. He sad
peace and security in one
neighboring state have im-
pacts on the othersin the re-
gion, IRNA reported.

President Khatami said,
“We should tread the path of
progressin cooperation with
one another without relying
on other states.”

The Iranian president
said the countries look at the
Situation in the region from
outside are only after ther
own interests.

He said the Islamic Re-
public of Iran follows the
policy to develop economic,
social and political relations
among nations based on mu-
tua interests and non-
interference in the internal
affairs of the others.

Khatami said Iran, Uz-
bekistan and Tajikistan have
cultural amity and they
should take effective steps to
foster trilateral cooperation

Iran to export
horse from
Kish island

BANDAR ABBAS, Hor-
muzgan - The Islamic Re-
public of Iran will start ex-
porting horses from Kish
isand before the year end
(March 20, 1999), head of the
Veterinary Organization Ab-
basali Mottlebi told IRNA.

“Some preliminary steps
for horse exports have been
taken, and Kish island be-
cause of having a clean and
disease-free environment is
highly suitable for the pur-
pose,” Mottlebi said.

Stating that Iran plans to
export horses to both Europe
and the Persian Gulf states
from the idand, the officia
said that representatives from
foreign countries can visit
Kish to verify that itisapre-
mium location for exports of
horses.

They can dso set forth
any proposals regarding the
plan, he added.

Noting that Iran possesses
horses of various races, he
said that horse exports can be
a source of considerable for-
eign exchange for the coun-

try.
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to serve peace and stability
intheregion.

President Khatami said
Iran has adopted a clear pol-
icy toward the Afghan crisis.
The Islamic Republic of Iran
seeks to contain anarchy in
Afghanistan and prepare
grounds for formation of a
broad-based government, he
said.

The president said bi-
lateral and regional coop-
eration would be useful to
resolve the Afghan crisis and
stressed the need for car-
rying out the United Nations
resolutions on Afghanistan.

Komilov said Iran and
Uzbekistan share common
religious, cultural and his-
torical background and his
country iswilling to promote
bilateral cooperation in ec-
onomic, cultural and  tele-
communications fields.

He said the proposal
made by President Khatami
on naming the year 2001 as
the year of dialogue among
civilizations would serve
peace and security in the en-
tire world.

Komilov  said inter-
national cooperation within
the framework of the 6+2
and the United Nations de-
cisions would help bring the
Afghan crisis to an end. He
said thereis no military solu-
tion to the Afghanistan cri-
Sis.

Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi
and his Uzbek counterpart

at their meeting here Tues-
day stressed the de
termination of the two coun-
tries to strengthen bilateral
ties and consolidate regional
cooperation.

The two sides discussed
ways of expanding bilateral
cooperation  particularly in
the commercial and econom-
ic sectors. The second
meeting of the joint econom-
ic commission in the near fu-
ture, they emphasized, will
provide a suitable op-
portunity to upgrade the lev-
el of cooperation between
Tehran and Tashkent.

In reviewing regional de-
velopmentsincluding the cri-
sis in Afghanistan, they

underlined the need for con-
solidating cooperation aimed
a economic development
leading to peace and security
inthe region.

Referring to the deeply
rooted Islamic culture and
civilization in Uzbekistan
and the developments in that
country  following in-
dependence, Komilov ex-
pressed Tashkent's interest
in elevating the level of
cooperation with Iran.

He said that his country
attaches  particular  sig-
nificance to expanding
cooperation in commercial,
economic and tele-
communications sectors
and noted the session of the
second joint commission
facilitate the promotion of
such cooperation.

Kharrazi noted the ec-
onomic  potential, geo-
graphical locations and the
rich resources of Iran and
Uzbekistan goes far above
the present level of coop-
eration and this demands fur-
ther expansion of bilateral
tiesin variousfields.

Foreigners, he went on,
should not be alowed to dis-
rupt this trend of regiona
cooperation as the economic
development of the countries

in the region are interlinked.

The Afghan crisis and its
negative impacts on the re-
gion congtituted other areas
of discussions  between
Kharrazi and Komilov.

The two sides expressed
grave concern over growing
terrorism, insecurity and il-
licit trade in armaments and
narcotics in the region re-
sulting from the attitude of
the Talibans.

They stressed that the
Talibans should accept the
wishes of the international
community and implement
the terms of the U.N. Secur-
ity Council resolutions.
They caled for the forma
tion of a broad-based gov-
ernment comprising  all Af-
ghan tribes (groups) through
political dialogue.

The two sides called for
regional cooperation to help
end the crisis in Af-
ghanistan.
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