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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
Commercial
Car Shipment

Roadfreight
Per sonal Effects
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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WESTERN MONEY
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The fastest way to send money
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
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B.A.(Hons),LL.B.,M.BA.
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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For more information please call:
LosAngeles: (310) 775 - 1413
Houston: (713) 661 - 5182

New York: (718) 565 - 0395
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Tajik president to visit Iran
TEHRAN - Iran and Tajikistan will explore fresh avenues for expansion
of bilateral cooperation during the forthcoming visit to Iran of Tajik Pres-

ident Emomali Rakhmonov.

President Rakhmonov will start his official visit to Iran on December 13

at the invitation of his Iranian counterpart Mohammad Khatami, said Iran’'s | N

Ambassador to Tgjikistan Rasoul Musavi in Dushanbe on Sunday.
Musavi told IRNA that during the visit the two friendly, Persian-speaking
countries will also discuss promotion of economic cooperation as well as re-

giond political issues.

President Rakhmonov’ s upcoming visit to Iran is hisfirst trip to the coun-
try following the signing of the final peace accord between the Tajik govern-
ment and the alliance of Tajik opposition in early summer last year.

President Khatami:
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Government aims to encourage
private sector, foreign investments

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Sunday referred to pri-
vate sector and foreign in-
vestment as agents to
bring about fundamental
changes in the country’s
economy, further stating
that the administration,
through its budget bill and

programs, aims to fa-
cilitate such trans-
formation.

Speaking at a press
conference after his pres-
entation of the 1378 bud-

get bill to the Islamic
Consultative  Assembly
(Majlis), the president

said “more important than
the budget bill is whether
we can prepare the
grounds in the country’s
economy to activate other
resources such as the pri-
vate sector and foreign in-
vestments,” IRNA re-
ported. In trying to make
the next year’'s budget re-
alistic, Khatami said, the
revenues are calculated
based on each barrel of oil
selling for DIrs 11.80.
Speaking about re-
liance on taxes as part of
the government’s rev-

‘Khordad’

enues, the president said
that while the government
tries to “revive new sourc-
es not previously avail-
able to the government,”
care would be taken not to
exert undue pressure on
the low income segment.
Instead, he explained, the
sectors being more active
economically would be
taxed more. Answering
the question whether the
current economic woes are
inheritance of the pre-
vious administrations,
Khatami said that his ad-
ministration has inherited
both good and bad from
the past.

“The transfer of some
of the past problems to the
present is the natural trend
of the society, but at the
same time we have been
the recipient of some good
things, and some great
things have been ac-
complished,” Khatami
said. Touching on the re-
cent violence in the coun-
try, including the murder
of the veteran politician
Daryoush Forouhar, Kha-
tami said that it's yet un-
known whether or not do-

to reflect

realities through
constructive criticisms

TEHRAN - Former interior minister and managing di-
rector of a daily which is to hit news stands on December 3,
Abdollah Nouri, on Sunday said his paper, ‘Khordad', aims
to reflect the redlities of the society through constructive crit-

icisms.

Speaking at a news conference, attended by local and for-
eign reporters, Abdollah Nouri said despite its respect for
President Khatami’s administration, the daily Khordad is not
for reflecting the government policies.

“Our aim is to defend Islam and the system and the peo-
ple’, IRNA quoted Nouri as saying, adding that the daily is

4

going to echo people words.

Asked to comment on the recent killing of Dariush Fo-
rouhar and his wife, Nouri, who recently resigned as a vice-
president to consider a run for a seat on Tehran's city coun-
cil, said that he is not responsible to follow up the case.

Khordad newspaper, will have a modest initial press run

of 100,000 copies.

FAQO director general:

mestic groups are the cul-
prits. However, he
stressed, “we are very ac-
tively pursuing the case
and won't give up until ar-
riving at a conclusion.”

On an optimistic note,
the president predicted
“ensuring security, peo-
ple's presence at the
scenes and utilization of
the presented proper at-
mosphere in the inter-
national arena for the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran,
would lead to a more ro-
bust economy.”

Stressing that the na-
tion would not abandon its
principles, the president
said “the policy of re-
moving tensions has
brought about an out-
standing opportunity for
the country, and what is
important is how much
we take advantage of the
presented opportunities.

“Opportunities are not
gained easily, but they can
be lost easily.”

lran’ s under
O-year girl
karatekas

to leave for
Budapest

TEHRAN - For the first
time Iran’s under nine-year
girl karate team will take part
in the Budapest international
karate contests, it was an-
nounced here Sunday.

The 10-member Iranian
team will leave here Tuesday
for Hungary.

The third warm-up camp
of the girl karate team wound
up Monday.

The 4-day Budapest ka-
rate competition will kick off
on December 1.

Earlier Iran’s junior ka-
rate team ranked first at the
fourth Asian karate cham-
pionship contests for the
youth, held in Macao.

Iran plays effective role in directing

TEHRAN - Head of the
Iranian delegation to the
115th council session of the
U.N. Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAOQ) has pro-
posed that the developing
countries should be helped
with modernization of their
agriculture, so asto be able to
fight the menace of hunger
and malnutrition in their so-
Cieties.

Iranian  Deputy  Ag-
riculture Minister for Plan-
ning and Budget Abdolali
Sabbagh highlighted that the
agricultural  production in
developing countries did not
have a growth in the year
1997, specialy noting that
the Middle Eastern states ex-
perienced a four percent
output decline for the year,
IRNA reported from Rome.

“The major reason for the
decline was unfavorable cli-
matic developments.

“The Iranian delegation is
of the belief that in light of
the scientific and technolog-
ical advances, these adverse
effects can be prevented.

“A testimony to thisisthe
success of the developed na
tions, which enjoy the proper
technology, in this respect,”
Sabbagh told  the inter-
national assembly.

This is a point FAO
should give due attention to
and should be given top pri-
ority in FAO's long term de-
velopment strategy, he added.

Bringing a quote from an
African delegate in the cer-

FAO policies

emony to mark the 50th an-
niversary of the establish-
ment of FAQ, “don’t give us
food, help us produce food,”
Sabbagh said that Iran is of
the belief that producing
food in the developing coun-
tries is the best way of
achieving food security in the
world.

The lranian officia fur-
ther expressed pessimism that
the world will be able to re-
duce the number of people
suffering from malnutrition
down to 400 million, from
the 800 million in 1996, as
committed to by world lead-
ersin 1996.

The FAO council session
was held November 23-28,
attended by delegations from
Iran and 48 other member
states. Also, some 63 coun-
tries, six U.N. organizations
as well as 20 other inter-
national  organizations were
represented in the session as
observers.

The sesson discussed
amongst other things the state
of food and agriculture in the
world and long term strat-
egies of the world organiza
tion. The session unanimous-
ly elected the Idamic
Republic of Iran as a mem-
ber of FAO's draft com-

mittee.
Earlier, Sabbagh and
FAO Director Generd

Jacques Diouf conferred  on
matters of mutua interests in
ameeting in Rome.

Diouf lauded Iran’s role
in advancing the goals of the

Minister:

Iran to use foreign investment due to
falling ail prices
TEHRAN - Iran’s Mines and Metals Minister Eshaq Ja-
hangiri said that due to falling oil prices Iran would have to

revamp its economic system and perhaps draw on foreign
investments. The minister said that the nation should not
balk at the idea. He said the more important side of the
proposition is how to use foreign resources.

Jahangiri said that the Iranian administration is now in-
volved in a peculiar situation which warrants people's
knowledge of that situation. He said many unfinished pro-
jects are now ready for take-over by
but, he commented, the private sector, too, needs in-
vestment security and assurance. Jahangiri said policies and
practices that impel investors to invest abroad should be
abandoned in the national interest.

the private sector

world food summit and in
giving effective support to
the specia food security pro-
grams and to South-South
cooperation.

Referring to Iran's ‘ef-
fective’ role in directing the
FAO policies in many fields,
Diouf hailed Iran for its ac-
tive and congtructive chair-
manship of the food security
committee.

Sabbagh  thanked FAO
for providing Iran with tech-
nica and specialized facil-
ities for implementation of
various projects, especidly
those concerning horticulture
sector, and said that Iran  is
ready to further contribute to
promotion of south-south
programs and specia food
Security programs.

He said the programs are
in line with Iran’s policies for
development of agriculture.

He expressed satisfaction
with a Mudim country like
Iran chairing the food security
committee of FAO and sad
that Iran supports FAO and its
director genera in particular.

Kharraz:

lran feels no need for
tieswith U.S.

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi said in
on Sunday Iran does not feel any need to establish re-
lations with the U.S. and is sure that the relation sought

by the U.S. is

based on domination, IRNA reported.

In a meeting with Libyan Deputy Foreign Minister
Saad Mojber, Kharrazi said the U.S. is not ready to es-
tablish relations based on mutual respect and equality.

He pointed to Iran’s growing diplomatic relations with
the regional and world states and said other countries of
the world have come to realize the righteousness of the Is-

lamic Republic of Iran and
policy toward Iran.

are accordingly revising their

Kharrazi said relations between Iran and Libya are
model relations between the two independent states.

He welcomed the regular exchange of visits between
officials of Iran and Libya and said the current boost in
relations would lead to economic cooperation and use of
each other’s economic capability.

Mojber said the Libyan nation and leadership are in-

terested in

developing relations with the Islamic Re-

public of Iran and exchange of views on international is-

Ssues.

He said that Tehran-Tripoli joint economic commis-
sion has served to boost economic cooperation.

Iran, lraq agree to cooperate

In wrestling

TEHRAN - Under an agreement signed by Iran and Iragq Sunday, the two
countries wrestling federations will promote their sports exchanges.

The agreement was signed in Iraq by Vice-Chairman of Iran's Wrestling
Federation, Mohmmad Reza Talegani. On his way back to Tehran, Talegani
said that the document calls on Iranian sports officials to annually  send four
wrestling teams to Iraq. Furthermore, according to the agreement Iranian
wrestling referees and coaches would go to Iraq every three months to train
their Iragi counterparts. During his 6-day stay in Iraq Talegani and Mehdi
Khaledi, an Iranian international wrestling referee, administered training
classesfor Iragi referees and coaches.

Iran, Thailand sign agreement
to upgrade trade ties

TEHRAN - Speaker of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar
Nateg-Nouri and Speaker of
Thailand's House of Repre-
sentatives Wan Muhamed
Nor in a meeting in Bangkok
on Monday signed an agree-
ment for cooperation be-
tween their respective parlia-
ments.

The agreement stresses
high interest of Tehran and
Bangkok in the expansion
of amicable ties between the
two countries, importance
of establishing closer parlia-
mentary, political, economic,
technical and cultural coop-
eration between the Iranian
and Tha nations and the
key role the two countries
play in West and East Asia
within the framework of the
Economic Cooperation Or-

Sookesman:

Energy Agency.”

|ran-Russia nuclear cooperation
for peaceful purposes

TEHRAN - A spokesman for Iranian Foreign Ministry Sunday rejected as “un-
founded” the recent allegations levelled by the Zionist prime minister that Iran was after
acquiring atomic warheads.

Hamid Reza Assefi said: “The Islamic Republic of Iran considers self-defense which is
based on internationally recognized principles asits legitimate right,” IRNA reported.

Terming such remarks as indication of helplessness and weakness of the Zionist re-
gime, he said: “Asthe Islamic Republic of Iran has repeatedly announced, Iran-Russia nu-
clear cooperation isfor peaceful purposes. On this basis, the Islamic Republic of Iran car-
ries out its peaceful atomic programs under the supervision of the International Atomic

He stressed that such baseless allegations are fabricated by the Zionist regime with the
mere objective to divert the public opinion from dangerous schemes of the Zionist regime
which has turned the region into a depot of nuclear weapons.

Iran, Saudi Arabia geared to
expand bilateral trade ties

TEHRAN - The pre-
liminary committee session
of the first Iran-Saudi Ara-
bia joint economic coop-
eration commission was held
in Riyadh on Sunday in the
presence of the Deputy Com-
merce Minister of Iran for
Foreign Trade Abdolhossein
Vahgi and Saudi Deputy
Foreign Minister Yousif al-
Sa’ dun.

The lranian and Saudi
parties are to form five com-
mittees in the areas of mu-
tual interest during their two-
day meeting, IRNA reported
from Riyadh.

According to Vahgi
Tehran-Riyadh joint coop-
eration commission session
is to be held within the next
couple of daysin presence of
Iranian and Saudi ministers.

Vahgji said the visiting
Iranian delegation and the
Saudi officials are to form
committees in the areas of

economy, commerce and in-
vestment, science, tech-
nology, health and environ-
ment, culture, education,
propagation,  sports and
youth and merchants' ex-
clusive transportation.

Reports released from
Iran’s embassy in Riyadh in-
dicate that the joint econom-
ic cooperation commission
is to meet two weeks after
end of the preliminary com-
mittee meeting. Iranian and
Saudi commerce ministers
are to chair the meeting and
sign the mutually consented
agreements.

A commercial com-
mittee, comprising Iranian
traders and private sector of-
ficials, arrived in Riyadh
concurrent with arrival of the
members of the Iranian pre-
liminary committee to hold
talks with Saudi private sec-
tor officials on ways of ex-
panding bilateral commercial

gion, IRNA reported.

ment.

Iran welcomes cease-fire
agreement in Congo

TEHRAN - Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid Reza
Assefi on Sunday welcomed a cease-fire agreement
signed by warring factions in Congo.

Expressing regret over the conflicts in Congo which
have resulted in death of many innocent people, he ex-
pressed hope that with the wise policies adopted by re-
gional countries and the self-restraint shown by the bel-
ligerent factions, a comprehensive peace agreement
would be signed to restore peace in the ‘Great Lakes' re-

Supporting the efforts made by African countries to
settle the existing crisis in the continent, Assefi ex-
pressed hope that under the atmosphere of peace and
tranquility, the African countries would attain develop-

Greece seeks to expand cooperation with
Iran in oil, gas sector

TEHRAN - lIran and
Greece signed a mem-
orandum of understanding,
heralding a new phase in re-
lations between Tehran and
Athens.

The agreement was
signed by the Iranian Min-
ister of Education, Mostafa
Moin and Greek Minister of

Development Vasso Pa
pandreou in Tehran Sunday,
IRNA reported.

The agreement calls for
expansion of scientific and
technical cooperation, ex-
change of information and
holding of symposiums, con-
ferences, training sessions
and scientific exhibitions.

It emphasizes coop-
eration in such fields as ag-
riculture, research, food tech-
nology, oil and
environmental geology, en-
ergy, physics, chemistry, in-
formation technology, tele-
communications and cultural
heritage.

The two countries have
stressed that the aim of the
cooperation in science and
technology is to boost coop-
eration between the Iranian
and Greek scientific in-
gtitutions and expansion of
scientific  and  technical
cooperation in public sector
and private companies.

The two officids aso
agreed to hold joint seminars
for implementation of re-
search and development pro-
grams.

The two ministers aso
agreed to convene annual
sessions of joint scientific
and technical commissions
with the am of organizing
the seminars as well as car-
rying out the goals of agree-
ment.

Meanwhile, the Greek
development minister  in
Tehran on Sunday said that
Greece seeks to expand its
cooperation with the Islamic
Republic of Iran, specialy

in oil and gas sector.

According to the report by
the Oil Ministry’s public re-
lations office, Ms. Pa
pandreou made the remark in a
meeting with Oil Minister Bi-
jan Zanganeh.

Zanganeh elaborated on
Iran’s vast capabilities in oil
industry, further enumerating
the many prospects for Iran-
Greece cooperation in the
field. He further expressed
hope that learning about each
other's capabilities, the two
countries would take major
steps to expand their coop-
eration.

The Greek officia arrived
in Tehran last Friday for a
four-day formal visit aimed at

expanding Tehran-Athens po-
litical and economic re-
lations.

ties.

In the meantime, Iran’s
exclusive trade fair in Ri-
yadh, now well into its
fourth day, was en-
thusiastically received by a
broad spectrum of the Saudi
public.

Most Iranian companies
participating at the fair grant-
ed agency rights for their
products to Saudi partners or
concluded long-term sales
agreements

Over 150 Iranian man-
ufacturers and exporters are
displaying their potential in
light and heavy industries,
household appliances, car-
pets, handicrafts, construc-
tion materials, technical and
engineering services. Fruits,
vegetables and foodstuff are
also on exhibit at the fair.

The fair, which is Iran’'s
largest exclusive trade ex-
hibition  abroad, has re-
ceived extensive coverage in
the mass media in Arab and
regional countries. Econ-
omists believe that by hold-
ing the fair, Iran has paved
the way for exports to the

Mohajerani:

ganization (ECO) and the
Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

It aso underlines the
need to make efforts to fur-
ther promote bilateral polit-
ical and economic relations,
form parliamentary friend-
ship groups, and hold regular
meetings in order to enforce
provisions of the agreement
reached between the Iranian
and Thai parliaments.

The agreement also calls
for exchange of views be-
tween the two countries of-
ficials on ways of upgrading
bilateral parliamentary coop-
eration within the framework
of the inter-parliamentary
union and regiona parlia-
mentary groupings as well as
exchange of information on
thetwo sides’ activities.

Nor told reporters after
signing the agreement that
today is a historic day for
Iranian and Tha parlia
ments.

Nateg-Nouri for his part
expressed hope that the
agreement would be a turn-
ing point in expansion of bi-
lateral  parliamentary re-
lations.

He said that considering
the two countries favorable
potential, the ground is pre-
pared for expansion of bi-
lateral relations and ex-
change of visits can help in
promotion of theties.

Nateq Nouri heading a
parliamentary, political and
economic delegation left
Tehran for Bangkok on Sun-

day.
President:

He is scheduled to visit
Vietnam and the Philippines
after his Thailand visit. The
visits are taking place at the
invitation of the parliament
speakers of the three coun-
tries.

Thailand, Vietnam and
the Philippines are members
of ASEAN.

Nateq Nouri said before
his departure that his visits
are aimed at bolstering Iran’s
parliamentary, political and
cultural relations with the
three states.

Nateg Nouri said the par-
liaments are now supporting
their governments especially
by forming bilateral and in-
ternational cooperation.

He said the Iranian del-
egation would follow up the
agreements signed between
Iran and the three Asian na-
tions.

The speaker said the Ira-
nian delegation would study
economic cooperation and
joint venture projects and the
possible presence of Iran on
the markets of Thailand,
Vietnam and Philippines.

He said the three states
have considerable capacity
for non-oil exports.

Nateg Nouri pointed to
the slump in the oil prices
and said Iran attaches high
importance to non-oil ex-
ports.

The ministers of ag-
riculture, post, telegraph and
telephone and severa mem-
bers of parliament are ac-
companying Nateq Nouri.

Palestinian issue, atop
priority of Iran’s
foreign policy

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in a
message on Sunday marking
the anniversary of solidarity
with  Palestinian  nation,
voiced Iran's al-out and
full-fledged readiness to sup-
port Palestinian nation and
their struggle against the Zi-
onist regime.

“After the victory of the
1979 Idamic Revolution,
Iran’sforeign policy wasfor-
mulated to give Palestinian
issue a top priority,” read the
message quoted by IRNA.

“Unfortunately, with the
elapse of over half a century
of Palestinian occupation,
the most basic rights of Pal-
estinians have been denied
despite efforts made by Mus-
lim countries and all justice-
seeking people around the
world to restore legitimate
rights of the oppressed na-
tion,” them e said.

It regretted that the U.N.
resolutions have remained
ineffective on the issue of
Palestine due to the unfar
support offered to the Zionist

regime by a number of coun-
tries, including the U.S.,” the
message read.

Stressing that Palestine
belongs to al Palestinians, it
said the kind of sovereignty
having the legitimacy would
have to be founded on Pal-
estinian rights.

It said that settlement of
the Palestinian crisis will be
impossible in the absence of
taking into consideration the
organized and in-
stitutionalized occupation of
the Palestinian land and the
forced expulsion of Pal-
estinian masses.

Referring to an agree-
ment recently signed in Ma-
ryland, U.S., President Kha-
tami said conclusion of the
agreement, like the previous
ones, will not only fail to re-
store the denied rights of the
oppressed Palestinian nation
but will aso provide Israel
with facilities to suppress
Palestinians in order to make
optimum use of the gap
created among Palestinian
strugglers.

Press |aws adeqguate in spite
of ambiguities

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohajerani
here on Sunday said that the
press laws in some instances
are ambiguous and in need
of interpretation, but the am-
biguities are not in a way to
impede the activities of the
press.

Speaking to media par-
liamentary  correspondents,
Mohgjerani said “one of the
ambiguities of the press laws
is whether or not the com-
mittee overseeing the press
can revoke the license of
publications, IRNA reported.

“Based on some articles
of the law, one can conclude
that the committee has the
authority to revoke licenses,
however another view
states that the committee
does not have such aright.”

Touching on the debate
whether or not the press laws
need to be amended, mo-
hajerani said “thereisaview
that considers the press laws
as inadequate and which be-
lieves in something more
thanthe  current laws.

“Another outlook con-
siders the present laws more
than what the society needs
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and as a threat to freedoms,
and thus concludes that the
laws should be further cur-
tailed.”

Mohajerani rejected both
outlooks as extreme.

In response to a question
on need for jury trials for
press violations in the Is-
lamic Revolution's courts
and the special court looking
into clergy violations, Mo-
hajerani said that the jury
was previously employed in
clergy violationstrials.

However, Mohajerani
said that he knows of no
such a thing for the Idlamic
Revolution’s courts.

He further stressed that
in case the managing di-
rector of a publication is a

clergy, itsviolations are tried
in acourt specialy for cler-
gy violations.

Touching on the recent
violent incident involving
the foreign visitors, Mo-
hajerani condemned the at-
tack as an illegal move, add-
ing that the episode is not
consistent with the hospital-
ity Iranians are known for.

He further stated that
when a foreign national en-
ters the country legally, that
means that government de-
partments including the In-
formation  Ministry are
aware of their visit. There-
fore, using violence against
such individuals cannot be
supported by any party, he
concluded.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)




