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P.O. Box 24014
LondonNW42ZA

Info @ Soroush.co.uk
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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
Commercial
Car Shipment

Roadfreight
Per sonal Effects
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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CANIRA EnNg. Inc.
P.O.Box 50 193
IRVINE, CA 92619
Tel: (949) 654 - 0681
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A.Gharib Immigration Services
418 Nolan Ave Glendale CA 91202 U.SA
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries

Marvin M. M oses
B.A.(Hons),LL.B.,M.BA.
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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For more information please call:
LosAngeles: (310) 775 - 1413
Houston: (713) 661 - 5182

New York: (718) 565 - 0395
Tampa: (813) 636 - 5085
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.
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KLM, Air France, British Airways
Kuwait Airways, Iran Air, Turkish Airline
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Iran, Greece to expand industrial

cooperation

TEHRAN - The Greek Minister of Development Vasso Papandreou and

Iranian Minister of Industries Gholamreza Shafel here  Monday explored | N

ways for expansion of industrial and technical cooperation between the two
countries. The two officials reviewed past record of bilateral economic coop-
eration and underlined the need for further promotion of industrial and ec-
onomic ties in future. Papandreou and Shafei also discussed grounds for
cooperation in ship building and marine industries and manufacture of ma-

chinetools aswell as Greek investment in Iran.

Formulation of the process for joint investments in Iran was among other
topics discussed at the meeting.

Lamberto Dini:
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Iran, Italy can promote dialog
among civilizations

TEHRAN - Italian For-
eign Minister Lamberto Dini
said in his inaugural speech
at ‘the conference on dialog
between Islam and Chris-
tianity - religion, society and
government in lran and Ita
ly' in Turin, that Iran and
Italy can promote the idea of
diaog of civilization.

Referring to the U.N.
General Assembly’s approv-
a of President Khatami’'s
proposal to designate 2001
as the year of dialog between
civilizations, he said, Iran
and Ity can exchange
views on the propagation of
culture and religion as they
both possess ancient and
deep rooted civilizations,
IRNA reported from Rome.

He cited the value Islam
places on human generosity
and the Holy Quran’s refer-
ence to the most pious as the
most venerated, and said in
Christianity, al humans are
considered to be brothers
through Biblical divine in-
junctions.

On the role of culture to
counter despotism and dic-
tatorship, Dini said the vari-
ous aspects of religion are
guarantees for liberty. In just

Interior minister:

the same way the united
states seeks to uphold its tra-
ditions and values, Europe,
too, must try to maintain and
stabilize its own in-

dependent virtues.

Meanwhile, Italian Am-
bassador to Tehran Ludvico
Ortana said in Tehran Tues-
day that the Italian govern-
ment welcomes Iranian Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami’s
proposal on *‘dialogue among
civilizations' as both timely
and positive.

Taking to IRNA, he
added that the proposal
should be supported by hold-
ing meetings, seminars and
promoting “our recognition
and understanding of the re-
dlities.”

He  reiterated  that
through scientific activities a
positive atmosphere can be
established and tensions and
conflicts in the next  mil-
lennium can be avoided.
“The role of universities,
cultural  centers and in-
tellectuals is of paramount
importance in this  respect,”
he noted.

The Italian ambassador
further said, “the activities of

Refugees are temporary
guests of Iran

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
isser  Hojatolesam  Ab-
dolvahed Musavi Lari sad
Tuesday that refugees are
temporary guests of Iran,
adding that preparations
should be made under favor-
able conditions for their re-
turn home

Addressing a gathering of
directors of the Interior Min-
istry’s offices in charge of
foreign expatriates and im-
migrants, Musavi Lari said
the refugees are not expected
to stay in Iran forever.

Rather, he stressed, they
should return to their home-
land when the crises are
eased in their countries.

He said there were about
1.5 million refugees in Iran
who held residence permits,
or entered the country illegal-
ly either through Afghanistan
and Iraq or via other coun-
tries. Musavi Lari further
added that out of the 835,000
job opportunities available in
the country last year, over
800,000 were occupied by
refugees. Pointing to the un-
employment rate of 11 per-
cent in the country, the inter-
ior minister said the main

responsibility of the govern-
ment is to create job op-
portunities for Iranian ap-
plicants.

He sad for nearly 20
years, Iran hosted refugees
under conditions that the
country was involved in the
sacred defense (1980-88 war
with Irag) and was faced with
a large number of displaced
people as aresult of the war.

The minister stressed,
however, that refugees should
return to their countries with
good memories so that the
20-year services of the Iam-
ic Republic of Iran will not
be wasted.

He told the directors that
preparing the grounds for the
return of the refugees is a
firm determination, adding
that the country will ded
with the refugees who creste
problems for the country in
such areas as economy,
health, culture, and security.

Meanwhile, director gen-
era of the department for for-
eign expariates and im-
migrants Hojatoleslam
Hassanali Ebrahimi briefed
the gathering on the activities
of his department.

research ingtitutions  will
lead to a scientific frame-
work for  understanding
among various  cultures
which in turn will pave the
way for political conduct of
governments.”

Stressing that ignorance
and intolerance are the real
obstacles in the way of di-
alogue, Ortana cautioned
that “pre-judgment and bias
on the part of governments
and research centers will
negatively affect the idea of
dialogue among civiliza-
tion.”

He further stated that
Italy has aways paid atten-
tion to dialogue and under-
standing among civiliza-
tions and for the same reason
has enthusiastically wel-
comed President Khatami’s
proposal.

He also expressed his
country’s desire to imple-
ment the idea of dialogue
among civilizations both
within the context of re-
search centers and at the po-
litical level, saying, “among
the contributions Italy has
made in this respect is the
convening of Islam-
Christianity seminar.”

He added that the Iranian
Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi was scheduled to
address the seminar on Islam
and Christianity to be held

in Italy’s Torino Tuesday.

Italy is also actively par-
ticipating at the seminar of
‘four civilizations', the pre-
liminary stage of which, was
held in Greece recently, the
ambassador noted.

In related news, a senior
executive official said Mon-
day that Iran’s proposal for
naming 2001 as the year of
didlogue among civiliza-
tions and the welcome it re-
ceived from the U.N. Gener-
a Assembly, is the key
cultural-political event of the
Islamic Revolution.

Masoud Fazel, head of
the board of directors of
‘Arg-e Jadide Bam' specid
economic zone, in Kerman
Province south of Iran, said
the event will further dem-
onstrate the positive features
of the rich lranian-Islamic
culture to the world.

He said Arg-e Jadide
Bam, the venue for a confer-
ence on dialogue among
civilizations, will be pre-
pared to receive scholars and

literary figures from
throughout the world by the
year 2001.

Fazel said that in the
course of the conference, the
participant scholars will
discuss cultural and ideo-
logical values and aspects of
each ancient civilization.

Iran’s foreign minister:

Azerbaijan
to upgrade
tieswith Iran
to highest
level

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami in a
meeting with new Azeri Am-
bassador to Tehran Abbas
Ali Hassanov here Tuesday,
underlined the need for ex-
pansion of ties between Teh-
ran and Baku.

Khatami said those who
are not willing to see Iran
and Azerbaijan, astwo pow-
erful countries of the region,
enjoy friendly relations are
against the interests of both
countries, IRNA reported.

“Foreigners think, before
anything else, of their own
interests...if we put our ca
pabilities together, we will
need them less,” said Pres
ident Khatami.

Referring to the common
historical, religious and cul-
tural bonds shared by the
two countries, the president
said: “what's important is
that the fate of the two
neighboring countries are
linked together.”

While submitting his cre-
dentials to President Kha
tami, Hassanov said his
country will try to upgrade
its ties with Iran to the high-
est possible level.

He said the will of high-
ranking Azeri officias, par-
ticularly President Geidar
Aliyev is based on pro-
moting Baku's relations with
Tehran.

No Kurdish problem as
such in lran

TEHRAN - Italian news agency, Ansa quoting Iran’s
Kharrazi, wrote here Tuesday that no Kurdish problem as such existed in Iran.
Iran’s foreign minister said that “like many other clans in Iran, the Iranian Kurds

have good relations with the government of the

Foreign Minister, Kamal

Islamic Republic of Iran and peaceful

co-existence among all members of the nation created no specific tension,” IRNA re-
ported from Rome.

Ansa said, “in contrast, the issue of the Kurds of Turkey poses as a big headache for
the government of Turkey.”

On Afghanistan, the Italian agency quotes Iran’s foreign minister as saying, “Af-
ghanistan has been turned into a hangout of terrorism and alethal nest of narcoticsin the

region.”

The foreign minister warned the international community of the perils posed by Af-
ghanistan adding, “ Afghanistan intended to increase its drug production for the European

markets transiting through

Iranian territory.”

Kharrazi then stated that Iran was fully alert at its border points and that the Islamic
Republic of Iran was spending over DlIrs 400 million

trafficking.

to maximally counter drug-

Iran’s foreign minister expressed hope that the United Nations and the international
community would be able to invest in the area to help Iran more effectively fight drug

traffickers.

Kharrazi said that he optimistically looked forward to the United Na-

tions drug trafficking campaign program to be announced by the director of the United
Nations Drug Control Program (UNDCP), Pino Arlacchi.
Kharrazi and his Italian counterpart, Laberto Dini are in Torino to attend an Islam-

Christianity conference.

Iran invited to India’sinternational  Iran, Cubaunderline expansion
of sports cooperation

TEHRAN - Indiahasin-
vited Iran to participate in
its tourism expo fair in New
Delhi in January next year.

An information to this
effect was given to IRNA by
the spokesperson of the ‘In-
dian Tourism Expo Fair’,
Binu Mongia, in New Delhi
Tuesday.

“The invitation has been
sent to Iran’s Ministry of
Tourism through its em-
bassy in New Delhi,” said
Mongia. “ So far we have not
received the confirmation
from Iran,” she added.

The fair will be held
from 22 to 24 January as
part of the Indian tourism

tourism fair

week from 19 to 25 January.
About 25 countries are
expected to participate in it,
the “largest in South Asia.”
Only ten foreign coun-
tries participated in India's
first tourism fair held early

this year.
“South Africa, the UAE,
Mauritius, Thailand and

Hong Kong have aready
confirmed their participa-
tion,” said Mongia. Last
year, the Indian government
drew up a “specia plan” to
attract tourists from the Per-
sian Gulf region, including
Iran.

The plan aimed at at-
tracting 500,000 tourists

More college students
to be admitted next year

TEHRAN - Under next year's budget bill, presented
to parliament by President Mohammad Khatami on Sun-
day, the country’s educational space would increase by 1.1
million square meters next year and 310,000 people would
be added to those already benefitting from Education Min-

istry services.

There will be 8,000 more classrooms for use by
300,000 students and 28 technical and vocational centers

for use by 10,000 peopled.

The bill forecasts that the total number of college stu-
dents will increase by 125,000 people to 1.5 million.

It predicts commissioning of four gymnasiums each
with a capacity of 2,500 people in Karaj (Tehran Province),
Saveh (Tehran Province), Arak (Central Province) and Tor-
bat-Heydarieh (Khorasan Province), inauguration of 25 cul-
tural and arts centers for children and the young adults and
installation of 79 TV and radio relaying centers.

The budget bill also envisages development of ‘Aghar’
gas field, a steel alloy mill in Yazd, construction of 2,200
km of gas pipelines, generation of additional 1,254 mega-
watts of electricity, building of 1,430 km of highways,
main and peripheral roads in urban and rural regions, and
commissioning of the first phase of Imam Khomeini Inter-

national Airport.

from Persian Gulf
tries.

In 1996-97, 129,000
tourists visited India from
the Persian Gulf area. In
1995-96, this figure was fur-
ther up at 1,75,000.

Tourism is the third larg-
est export industry of India,
generating an annual income
of Dlrs 2.63 billion (1996-
97). India attracted about
2.4 million tourists in 1997,
the highest ever.

The Indian government
has set a target of attracting
five million  foreign tour-
ists by the turn of the cen-
tury.

Libyan minister:

coun-

TEHRAN - Cuban Am-
bassador to Tehran Dario de
Urra Torriente met and con-
ferred with the Secretary Gen-
eal of the Nationd Iranian
Olympic Committee, Amir
Husseini, on sports coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries.

In the meeting, the two
sides underlined the need for
expansion of cooperation in
the field of sports between the
two countries.

The Cuban ambassador
said that the sports coop-
eration between Iran and Cuba
isinline with existing friendly
relations and the special atten-

tion being paid by leaders of
the two countries in this re-

He aso expressed hope
that the presence of Cuban ex-
pertsin Iran will leave apos-
itive effect on preparedness of
Iranian athletic teams to par-
ticipate in the 2000 Olympic
gamesin Sydney.

Referring to fundamental
changes sports in Iran should
undergo, Husseini said that
the Iranian Olympic Com-
mittee is willing to have a
close cooperation with various
Cuban sports federations to
establish awell organized sys-
temin Iranian sports.

Major powers behind current oil Slump

TEHRAN - Libyan
Deputy Foreign Minister
Saad Mojber said that at-
tempts by major powers to
weaken Organization of
Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) and
lower oil prices are con-
spiracies targeted against
Islamic and Arab coun-
tries.

In a meeting with the
head of the presidential
office, Mohammad Ali
Abtahi, the Libyan official
said it is essentia for
OPEC members par-
ticularly Islamic and Arab
states to work together to
counter the new plots,
IRNA reported.

Considering their com-
mon religious and cultural
backgrounds, he said that

Iran and Libya should ex-
pand ties in al fields. Al-
Mojber welcomed the Ira-
nian president’s proposal
of dialogue among civ-
ilizations and stressed the
need for cooperation
among Islamic  govern-
ments and the ummah for
the development and flour-
ishing of Islamic coun-
tries.

Abtahi pointed out that
detente and development
of ties with other coun-
tries particularly the Is
lamic and Arab states are
the focal points of Iran’s
foreign policy. He em-
phasized further strength-
ening of ties and coop-
eration between Tehran
and Tripoli.

On the plots by the en-

emies and big powers to
weaken Islamic countries,
he said Islamic states
should rely on their re-
ligious and cultural com-
monalities and the power of
their nations to counter
these conspiracies.

The concept of dialogue
among civilizations, said
Abtahi, does in no way
mean to relinquish on€'s
principles, norms  and
trends of negotiations
among governments and
heads of states but is meant
to benefit from each other’s
rich cultures and history-
making civilizations.

U.S official:

WHO praises Iran’s public health

programs

TEHRAN - Representative of the World Health Organization (WHO)
Javid Aziz-Hashemi said Iran is doing well in public health matters in com-
parison with East Mediterranean countries that number 23.

He said public health issues have a priority in national planning in Iran
which, he said, is also supported by statutes.

He said the commitment of the Iranian government to the people in the
area of public health services is more accentuated in Iran than it isin certain
other countries.

The WHO representative also observed that Iran and WHO will carry out
joint projectsin public health servicesin Iran this year.

|ran route cheapest for
Caspian oll

TEHRAN - In a further
sign of change in American
oil palicy, aU.S. official ad-
mitted Tuesday that Iran was
the most  viable route for
exporting Caspian crude.

Senior Middle East an-
alyst at the U.S. Energy De-
partment, Robert Copaken,
said that Washington's Cas-
pian pipeline policy fa
vouring the route from Baku
to the Turkish port of Cey-
han was “unhelpful,” IRNA
reported from London.

It has the consequence of
“undercutting a shorter and
relatively cheaper trans
Iranian route for getting Cas-
pian oil to European mar-

kets,” he told a Persian Gulf
oil conference, organized by
the Royal Ingtitute of Inter-
national Affairs.

Voicing American oil
firm objections to Washing-
ton's aim of bypassing Iran,
Copaken said that this was
“not what commercialy-
motivated companies want
to see proposed by their own
government as its preferred
option.” U.S. Energy Sec-
retary Bill Richardson in-
dicated a change in oil pol-
icy last month, when he
expressed “concern” rather
than opposition to Iranian
oil routes. He also suggested
that the U.S. supported the

free flow of oil across bor-
ders.

Speaking on the same
platform as Copaken, Man-
aging Director of  Ciex-
Lewis Resources, Caroline
Lewis, saia that regardless
of political posturing, none
of the Western-proposed
pipeline routes from the Cas-
pian would be built while oil
prices remained low.

The only sensible pipe-
line, she suggested, was
through Iran.

It would return as a“sig-
nificant player” while other
schemes “die a quiet death”
until prices recovered, she
said

Proposed risein price of asoline

TEHRAN - Qil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh here
on Tuesday announced that
the new gasoline distribution
plan, in case approved by the
Majlis, would not go into ef-
fect before April 6 of next
year.

Speaking to reporters,
Zanganeh said that the gas-

oline bill ams to dash the
domestic consumption  of
gasoline which is expected to
reach 32 million liters per
day for the year 1378 (to start
March 21, 1999), requiring
the country to import five-six
million liters of gasoline per

.Imports of the sad

Joint market to promote
regional cooper ation

TEHRAN - lIran's am-
bassador to Tashkent Mohsen
Pak-Ayeen said that setting
up a joint regiona market
and a union of customs of-
fices of member states of the
Economic  Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) will pro-
mote economic cooperation
in the region. Taking to
IRNA, he added that high
customs charges and the
presence of bureaucratic regu-
lations are major causes of

the fall in economic and
trade cooperation among
ECO member states.

Elimination of such ob-
stacles will serve the national
interests of  the regiona
countries and will play a key

role in economic develop-
ment of those countries, he
noted.

Quoting statistics released
by Iran's Customs De-
partment, Pak-Ayeen said
over 2.5 million tons of goods
worth some RIs three billion
were transited through Iran
during the three quarters of
1998. This, he said, indicates
that Iran is an appropriate
route for transfer of goods be-
tween Asiaand Europe.

Improvement in customs
offices in northern and north-
eastern Iran  has paved the
way for expansion of re
lations between Iran and Cen-
tra Asian states, the am-
bassador said.

Iran’s protest letter to U.S.
published at U.N.

TEHRAN - The United Nations Security Council has pub-
lished as a U.N. document the text of aletter issued by Iran in

protest to the U.S. government.

A letter by Iran’s permanent representative to U.N. Hadi
Nejad-Husseinian, addressing the U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan, was a so attached to the document.

The note sent to the U.S. State Department on Sept. 30
through the Pakistani embassy, said an American F-4 has chased
an Iranian P.C.F. on June 23, IRNA reported from New Y ork.

According to the letter, the American plane which was fly-
ing close to American warship ‘John C. Steines' had blocked
the way to Iranian planein asudden vertical rise.

The exact place and time of the incident have been men-
tioned in the letter. The Iranian government reminded that such
acts were dangerous and contrary to aviation regulations.

Symposium on conservation,
restoration of artifacts winds up

TEHRAN - The third
symposium on conservation
and restoration of historical
artifacts and architectural
decorations concluded its
work.

The symposium was at-
tended by professors, experts
and researchers from Iran,
Romania, Britain, India, Ja
pan and Jordan, IRNA re-
ported.

Participants in the two-
day symposium discussed
various aspects of deteriora-
tion of historical artifacts
and presented their ex-
periences and viewpoints
about conservation and res-
toration of cultural historical
property.

The two previous sym-
posiums on conservation and
restoration of historical ar-
tifacts were held in the past
years a national level and
were aimed at exchanging
views among lIranian ex-
perts.

The participants stressed
the need for more co-
ordination among ar-
chaeologists in order to pro-
mote projects and optimize
the results of the projects.

In view of the cultural
commonalties among the
Central and West Asian
countries the potentials and
the requirements of these
states as well as the activities
which have been conducted
a the regiona level, the
gathering advised that with
the cooperation of national
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and international institutes,
planning and implementation
of common educational, re-
search and executive pro-
grams be carried out.

Given the positive as
pects of the presence of
scholars from different parts
of the world in the third
symposium, it recommended
that more foreign scholars
including those of inter-
national organizations like
UNESCO be invited in the
next symposiums.

In light of the urgent
needs in preservation and
conservation  of cultura
property, the participants
called for measures to chan-
nel and widen research
works as well as practical
programs regarding restora-
tion activities, and to pro-
mote the activities of restora-
tion workshops and
laboratories.

The participants also
stressed the completion of
the projects of collecting
data and information in order

amount of gasoline for the
year 1378 will cost the gov-
ernment some DIrs 300 mil-
lion, he added.

Explaining experts-
proposed dtrategies to limit
domestic consumption  of
gasoline, Zanganeh said that
one option is to offer gas
oline only for coupons which
would be distributed by the
government.

A second option is to re-
move subsidies from the gas-
oline offered in the market,
and finally a third option en-
visions a combination of sub-
sidized and normal rates.

Elaborating more on the
third option, Zanganeh said
that the plan entails selling 6
to 6.5 hillion liters of gas-
oline at the subsidized rate of
Rls 200 per liter, and the bal-
ance at RIs 750 per liter.

The subsidy envisioned
in the plan would cost the
government Rls 3,500-3,600
billion, far exceeding the
government’s total revenues
from the sale of gasoline es-
timated to be RIs 2,000-
2,500 hillion for the whole
year.

Zanganeh pointed out
that government organiza-
tions would not receive sub-
sidized rates for their needed
gasoline, adding that the
proposed plan assumes the
consumption of private cars
to be 15 liters per day,
while that for taxis to stand
at 30 literson daily basis.

The major down side to
the price hike for gasoline is
that according to the oil min-
istry’s experts, it would re-
sult in a 3-5 percent jJump in
the inflation. The Central
Bank has put the jJump at up
to a whopping nine percent,
Zanganeh noted.

(3,000 rids equal one
U.S. dollar at official rate.)

to draw up programs.

The meeting underlined
the need for holding the
meeting of the four working
committees  (preservation
and policy-making, preserva-
tion and archaeology, pres-
ervation and museum stud-
ies, preservation and other
science), during the period
between the holding of two
symposiums regularly. The
reports of the activities of
the committees should be
submitted to the sym-
posium’s secretariat, it sug-
gested.

The participants rec-
ommended that like the pres-
ervation of historical monu-
ments, objects, and
decorative artifacts related to
the monument be also pre-
served and macro plans at
national level be prepared
for that purpose. The plans
should be presented to the
concerned officials in order
to draw up a genera prac-
tical framework for the
plans, they said.
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