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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
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Car Shipment
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
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UAE favors developed ties with

neighboring Iran

TEHRAN - United Arab Emirates Crown Prince Sheikh Khdifa bin Zaid a-
Nahayan said in Abu Dhabi  thet Iran is a neighboring Musdim country and the
member states of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council are trying to develop re-
lations with Tehran on the basis of good neighborliness and cooperation. In an in-

terview with a French magazine Arabesque, reported by the UAE news agency | N

Wam, Al-Nahayan assessed the recent Iranian stance towards the council, and said,
“..we condder Iran as a Mudim country with which we have traditiond ties”
IRNA reported from Abu Dhabi.

“Of course Iran's directiona moves towards the UAE should be the same as
that of ours towards the Idamic Republic of Iran.” The UAE crown prince went on
to say that Iran’sarmamentsissueis an internd affair, however his country desired
an end to the arms race in the region. All countries in the region should take prac-
tical steps towards establishing security, peace and tranquility, stated Al-Nahayan.
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Iran, Italy ready to promote

~ |dlamic system strong,
not to surrender to any power

TEHRAN - The Leader of
the Islamic Revolution, Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, ad-
dressing a large number of
visitors from various walks
of the life here on Saturday
said: “The most important
tool for foreigners to rule
over nations is to make
them distrustful about their
future and pessimistic in
judging their present status...
The success of the Iranian
nation in ridding themselves
from the claws of imperi-
aism and the heavy and
black domination of the
world arrogance is owed to
their return to their own cul-
ture. A nation that regains
self-confidence, and values
itself and its material and
spiritual wealth will be hope-
ful about the future. That na-
tion will not allow foreigners
to dominate them,” IRNA re-
ported.

The Leader remarked
that the happy and active
revolution of the people of
Iran has flowed Islamic
blood in the veins of Muslim
nations over the past 20
years, and even many non-
Muslim nations have profit-
ed from the blessings of the
Islamic Revolution. The op-
pressive arrogant powers
that have been dlapped on
the face by the Islamic Rev-
olution have always failed in
their efforts for stopping the
march of the people of Iran,
the Leader stated.

“Nonetheless, however,

Ebtekar:

they are still trying to make
the central hub of this great
Islamic movement, that is
the people of Iran, hopeless
and distrustful about their fu-
ture and thereby stop the
progress of the revolution,”
Ayatollah Khamenei said.

The Leader stressed that
as long as the Iranian nation
is committed to its religion
and revolution, and to the
path of Imam Khomeini and
its dogans, and has set a
clear future in front of itself
there is no political, military
and economic power in the
world that can conquer this
nation.

“The arrogant world
powers are launching broad
propaganda to make the
people distrustful of their
present existence, belittle the
great achievements of the
people of lIran, close their
eyes to the great progress
gained as the result of the
revolution,” the Leader stat-
ed

The government ad-
ministrators of the Islamic
system are servants to the
people, remarked the L eader,
adding that the poisonous
pens try to belittle these
ideal and popular circum-
stances which is the gift of
the grace of God and is in-
debted to all of the people
and the valor of the youth.
And this popular and re-
ligious government is the
greatest enemy for the inter-
ests of the United States, and

Iran gives top priority to

strengthening ties with
Muslim states

TEHRAN - Iranian Vice-
President Masoumeh Ebtek-
ar told an Egyptian news-
paper that serious efforts
were underway to strengthen
ties between Cairo and Teh-
ran.

“Egypt and Iran are two
Islamic powers which have a
say on the international lev-
el...hence there are serious
efforts from the two coun-
tries to strengthen ties be-
tween them,” she said in an
interview with weekly Egyp-
tian paper “Aqidati,” IRNA
reported from Athens.

Ebtekar said the best
way to counter aliances
formed by Israel was to
create regiona Idamic al-
liances as afirst step towards
Islamic unity.

She said Islamic coun-
tries must also give advice to
Ankara and strengthen ties
with it because Turkey is a
member of the Organization
of Islamic Conference (OIC)
and a strong Islamic power.

“The solution is not to
boycott Turkey but to ac-
tivate its Islamic role,” she
stressed.

Ebtekar called for amore
effective role of OIC to pro-
mote Islamic unity.

The Iranian vice-
president who is responsible

for environmental affairsvis-
ited Cairo last week to take
part in an international en-
vironmental conference.

She was the most high-
ranking official from the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to
visit Egypt till now.

Replying to a question
on ties with the U.S., Ebtek-
ar told the Arab newspaper
that Washington was not se-
riousin restoring ties with
Iran. “Therefore we do not
see the necessity to establish
these ties so long the other
side is non-serious....our
genera strategy is focused
on strengthening ties first
with the Islamic countries
because with this solidarity
and cooperation the aims and
schemes of the enemies can
be stopped.”

In the two-page inter-
view, Ebtekar spoke on the
situation of women in Iran
stressing that under the Is-
lamic Republic women en-
joy equd rights like men.

She said efforts by the
Western media to distort the
image of women in Iran and
in the Islamic world was to
create arepulsion against Is-
lam in the West where wom-
an have became a mere com-
modity and a tool of
destruction.

such a system is dangerous
to foreigners and greedy
powers.

“With such systems in
the Idamic Iran, the United
States cannot enter (our
country), and all their tricks
for incursions into the Is
lamic Iran has thus far been
undone and will so bein the
future too,” Ayatollah Kha-
menel stated.

The Leader pointed out
that those who have ideas
and theories and have a
place for offering their ideas
and theories must know
what they say and what they
write, lest, as the result of
foreign propaganda, they
will speak in a manner as
though there is a despotic at-
mospherein this country.

“When despotism ruled
in this country and had en-
gulfed all aspects of the ad-
ministration of the affairs of
the people the Americans
and the Europeans did not
protest. Their radios never
spoke against that  dictat-
orship and they also ignored
the human rights and they
implored God to keep the
despotic monarchical sys-
tem. At that time the mer-
cenary writers whose voices
are heard in and outside of
Iran did not say a word,”
the Leader said.

“Today the environment
in Iran is Isamic and pop-
ular. Today there is a pop-
ular and Islamic government
in power, and the ad-
ministrators are favorite per-
sondlities, and the verdict of
the people and the ideas of
the people and the rulings of
God and the religion of
God is dominating the coun-
try, while under these cir-
cumstances those who have
fixed their eyes to the mouth
of the enemy, and who
have lent their ears to the
propaganda of the enemy,
repeat the same words of the
enemy, and their rhetoric is
of the type as though des-
potism and dictatorship
dominated the atmosphere
of the country,” the Leader

remarked.

Ayatollah Khamenei
said: “If in the country there
should be strangulation,
would it be possible for some
people in the officia print
media of the country to write
what they want according to
their taste, and distribute
that? They want to make the
enemy happy, and do not
care if such things should
break the hearts of our good
people, discourage  our
youth, and trample on the
blood of al those martyrs.
That will be al right in their
opinion.”

“Today the Islamic sys-
tem, in and outside of the
country, is  authoritative,
brisk, youthful, with a future
and dl possibilities for
progress,” said the Leader,
adding, “the goa of the en-
emy In imposing economic
pressures is to make the
people and the administrators
of the country frustrated, and
as the result make them ac-
cept the domination of the
enemy, but the people and
the government of Iran will
not be bullied into agreeing
to the domination of the
Americans and the world ar-
rogance.”

The Leader gave an
audience to the visitors on
the occasion of the birth an-
niversary of Imam Mahdi
(May God Hasten His Re-
appearance).

Congratulating the peo-
ple of Iran on the occasion of
the day, the Leader said,

“al Muslim groups believe
that the promised Mahdi who
is of Prophet Mohammad's
noble descent will rise to do
justice and to revive the re-
ligion of God. Non-Muslims,
too, believe in a brilliant fu-
ture for the humanity. But
the peculiarity of the faith of
Shi’ite Muslims in that re-
spect is that they know al
his persona particulars and
they know his parents, his
line of descent and his bhirth
date.”

Caspian
pipeline
'most secure
through Iran

TEHRAN - A Caspian
oil route through Iran “of-
fers advantages for al par-
ties,” says Director of the
International  Ingtitute for
Caspian Studies Narsi Ghor-
ban.

Using Iran as a transit
for Caspian exports is not
only the most cost-effective
but the “most secure” solu-
tion to the problems faced
by the landlocked states, he
told an international confer-
ence in London on Iran
and regional energy de-
velopment, IRNA reported
from London.

Ghorban, who is also
chief of Asia Pecific's en-
ergy division, said that un-
like other pipeline routes,
Iran would “act as a major
buyer”, Caspian oil would
be absorbed by Iran’s do-
mestic market and would
face no third party risks.

He suggested that a
pipeline to Tabriz refinery
could also be used in part if
ever there was a need for the
controversial U.S-
supported route to the Turk-
ish port of Ceyhan.

His comments about the
additional benefits of Iran’'s
strategic  position  come
amid growing recognition of
the viability of the southern
route.

On the first day of the
trilogy of conferences on the
Persian Gulf, organized by
the Royal Institute of Inter-
nationa Affairs, senior
Middle East energy analyst
a the U.S. Energy De-
partment Robert Copaken
admitted Iran was cheaper
than the Turkish route. He
was later said to have been
recalled by Washington to
be questioned about his re-
marks, which included crit-
icism of the U.S. Caspian
pipeline policy being “un-
helpful.”

Iran, Tajikistan to sign key documents

for mutual cooperation

TEHRAN - Tajik Prime Minister Yakhye Azimov said that important
documents for expansion of cooperation between Tehran and Dushanbe
would be signed in Tehran soon.

Azimov told IRNA on the threshold of histhree-day official visit to Teh-
ran beginning on December 13 that Tajikistan hopes to receive help from
Iran for transportation of 100,000 tons of its goods in transit via Iranian soil

He said that Iran and T4jikistan are also expected to raise volume of mu-
tual transactions and expressed hope that Iran would contribute to construc-
tion of dams, a power plant and roads in Tajikistan.

There are abundant grounds for cooperation between Iran and Tgjikistan
which would be explored in the course of the Tajik President, Emomali
Rakhmonov’ s visit to Tehran, he added.

ties, cooperation

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi upon
his return home on Thursday
after concluding his two-day
official visit to Italy told re-
porters at Mehrabad airport
that both Iran and Italy
voiced readiness to further
promote their political, ec-
onomic and cultural coop-
eration.

He added that the setting
up of ‘ldam-Christianity
gathering’ in  Rome to dis-
cuss religion, society and
government in both Iran and
Italy will positively effect
promotion of the two na
tions' cultural cooperation.

Terming Italy as one of
the big trade partners of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
Kharrazi welcomed further
expansion of the Iran-Italy
relations.

The Iranian foreign min-

ister then said that Rome is
interested in taking an ac-
tive part in Iran’s Third De-
velopment Plan  (2000-
2005) and that the ground is
prepared for the Italian com-
panies to carry out their ac-
tivities in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Saying that the two
countries have numerous
common views regarding
the regional and inter-
national issues, he com-
mented that his visit to Italy
brought about an appropri-
ate opportunity to discuss
further closeness of the
views particularly in the
area of dialog among the
civilizations.

On Turkish-Italian re-
cent crisis on the issue of
the Turkish PKK leader
Abdullah Ocaan, the Ira
nian foreign minister said

Foreign Ministry
comments on American
tourists Iran visit

TEHRAN - The Iranian Foreign Ministry said
in a communique here Saturday that the visas is-
sued to a group of 13 Americans last month were

simply tourist visas.

The ministry said foreign nationals who visit
Iran must declare their intentions when applying
for an entry visa, and added that because the group
had said that they wanted to visit Tehran as tourist
visitors, they had been issued visas following nec-
essary security checks, IRNA reported.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry that was reacting
to words Friday by substitute leader of Friday con-
gregational prayers of Tehran Ali Jannati in the
same connection said that the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister, Kamal Kharrazi, had earlier on repeatedly
denied the travel to Tehran of a group of Amer-
icans on an official visit. It said Kharrazi had re-
peatedly observed that as long as the United States
has not changed its policies towards Iran the wall
of distrust would continue to exist between the two

countries.

The communique said that Iran’s Foreign Min-
istry was not involved in the meetings of the
group with anybody in Iran and because it did not
arrange those meetings for them it cannot be held

responsible for that.

The Foreign Ministry said travel to Iran of for-
eign nationals would help visitors appreciate the

achievements of the Islamic

Revolution, and

would counteract poisonous propaganda of the
“world arrogance” against the Islamic Republic.

Vietham seeks expandec
relations with lran

TEHRAN - Vietnamese
Prime Minister Phan Van
Khai in a meeting with the
visiting Iranian Parliament
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq
Nouri in Hanoi Thursday
caled for expanding and
strengthening all out ties be-
tween Tehran and Hanoi.

Expressing pleasure over
Iran’s success in its re-
construction era, the Viet-
namese premier believed
that the visit by the high
ranking Iranian delegation
will lead to the further ex-
pansion of ties and create
new conditions for future
ties between the two coun-
tries, IRNA reported from
Hanoi.

“We will use al our ef-
forts to upgrade bilateral ec-
onomic ties and bring it at
par with the close political

Army, IRGC commanders issue joint message:

relations already existing be-
tween our two nations,” he
declared.

Nateq Nouri also ex-
pressed great pleasure over
his visit to Vietnam which
he described as a land of
struggle and heroes. The two
countries, he said, both have
bright track records of strug-
gle against global arrogance
and resistance to U.S. ag-
gressions in spite of al the
pressures brought to bear on
them.

The heroic peoples of
Iran and Vietham have
proved to the world that an
apparently invincible power
is forced to bow to the wills
of nations.

Now that the period of
struggle and defense is over,
Nateq Nouri pointed out, the
era of reconstruction has be-

Persian Gulf must remain an area for regional cooperation

BANDAR ABASS, Hor-
muzgan - The commanders of
IRGC and Army on Friday is-
sued a joint message to the
heads of the Persian Gulf dtates
while the Vahdat-77 (unity-77)
exerciseswerein progress.

They said the exercises
were a token of the solidarity
of the soldiers of Ilam.

They aso sad that the Per-
sian Gulf must be a model of
the unity in action of al Per-

San Gulf gtates.

The message said the Ira
nian military commanders
present their heartfet friend-
ship to the Mudim Persian
Gulf countries and sincerdly
hope to witness the redization
of a secure and stable at-
mosphere in the Persan Gulf
area within the framework of
regiona cooperation.

Vahdat-77 maneuver ams
a creating a security and her-

alding the prevalence of peace
in the region without the pres-
ence of aien military forcesin
the Persian Gulf, declared the
military spokesman for the war
games, Brigadier Generd Issa
Golverdi.

“The change of war
games code name from ‘vic-
tory’ to ‘vahdat-77' isasign of
Iran’s full confidence and trust
in the broadening of deep re-
lations on defense issues with

Non-oil export revenues below expectations

TEHRAN - Non-oil ex-
ports earned the country Dlrs
1.530 hillion during the first
half of the year 1377 (started
March 21), less than a third of
the forecast foreign exchange
revenues from non-oil exports
for the year.

The remark was made by
head of the Customs Ad-
ministration Mehdi Karbasian.

Karbasian added that the
actual non-oil exports for the
year are expected to reach Dirs
three billion, far short of the
Dirs 5.7 bhillion previoudy
forecast. He cited low prices
due to low demands and high
competition on world markets

for the drop in the revenues.

The country imported DIrs
9.1 billion worth of products
during the six-month period.
The imports registered an
eight percent drop compared
to that of last year, the officia
added.

Karbasian further noted
the importance of free trade
zones (FTZ) in development
of production and export, add-
ing that care should be taken
that regulations governing ex-
ports and imports encourage
investmentsin the FTZs.

In another development,
deputy head of the Export Pro-
motion Center of Iran Hossein

Soltani said that due to global
economic crisis, the average
price of goods exported by
Iran has declined by 39 per-
cent per ton thisyear.

He said that the average
price of goods exported by
Iran in the first quarter of last
year was DIrs 405 per ton
compared to Dlrs 205 this
year.
Soltani said that while the
non-oil exports have reg-
istered a 38 percent increase in
terms of weight, but have de-
clined by 10 percent in terms
of value, in the first half of this
year compared to the same
period last year.

regional countries,” stated the
brigadier general.

“This measure has been
taken by the armed forces of
the Idamic Republic of Iran as
an expression of goodwill in
line with the decisions of
the top Iranian officids and
that Iran anticipates a re
ciprocal move from the coun-
triesin theregion,” the military
spokesman said.

Before the start of the war
games on Saturday, December
5, six shells were fired as a sa
Iute in honor of the countriesin
the Persian Gulf, stated the of-
ficer.

“This war game is viewed
as the first activity in matters
related to regiona defense to
have been initiated through pre-
cise exchange of military com-
munications with the countries
of the region prior to the ma
neuvers and regarded as a turn-
ing point,” sad Generd Gol-
verd.

The participation of Omani
military observers at the ma
neuvers to assess the qudity of
performance tekes place after
the exchange of vists by of-
ficids of two countries, con-
cluded the military spokesman.

gun in the two countries.

In order to achieve the
goals of reconstruction and
sustainable development, he
observed, it is essential to
expand cooperation while
sharing information and ex-
perience with each other.

He described the present
level of bilateral ties as ‘ex-
tremely good’ and called on
officials from both countries
to work towards removing
obstacles and solving the
problems hindering imple-
mentation of agreements al-
ready signed by the two na-
tions.

In conclusion, the Viet-
namese prime minister as-
sured that he will issue nec-
essary directives to relevant
officials to remove obstacles
and pave the way for greater
cooperation.

Chairman of Vietnamese
National Assembly Nong
Duc Manh in a meeting with
Nateg-Nouri  on Thursday
lauded Iranian nation’'s ef-
forts for development of
their country after triumph
of Islamic Revolution.

Nong Duc Manh said
that presence of high-
ranking delegation from
Iran in Vietham indicates
very good and friendly re-
lations between the two
countries.

He added that such kind
of cooperation can guarantee
peace and stability at the re-
giona and international lev-
els.

The Vietnamese parlia-
mentarian hoped for expan-
sion of political and econom-
ic relations between Tehran
and Hanoi and further pro-
motion in parliamentary re-
lations between the two par-
ties and coordinated
presence at the international
level.

Nateg-Nouri said in re-
turn that lranian nation is
well familiar with Vietnam
and Vietnamese people and
followed up relentless strug-

gles of Vietnamese heroes
with the U.S. throughout
war.

Fortunately, Iran and
Vietnam have good relations
with each other, said Nateg-
Nouri, expressing hope that
the agreements reached be-
tween Iran and Vietnam
would be implemented as
soon as possible in light of
the activities of Iran-
Vietnam joint economic
commissions and more ef-
fective steps would be taken
for expansion of bilatera
cultural relations.

Moreover, he expressed
hope for promotion of re-
lations between Iranian and
Vietnamese parliaments on
the basis of exchanging par-
liamentary delegations and
specialized commissions, es-
pecialy parliamentary
friendship groups.

He further hoped that
Iran and Vietnam would
reach a common point of
view at the international
communities and  Inter-
Parliamentary Union through
exchange of views and joint
cooperation in line with their
interests.

Nateg-Nouri  also  in-
spected Vietnamese Parlia-
ment at the end of his meet-
ing with Nong Duc Manh.

Meanwhile, Nateg-Nouri
and Nong Duc Manh signed
a memorandum of under-
standing for mutual coop-
eration at the end of their
meeting on Thursday.

The agreement calls for
increased activities of parlia-
mentary friendship groups,
exchange of information and
expertise between Iranian
and Vietnamese parliaments,
monitoring proper imple-
mentation of laws, holding of
joint sessions and mutual
cooperation in the Inter-
Parliamentary Union.

They aso called for mu-
tual cooperation in the fields
of economy, trade, culture,
science and technology.
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that the crisis could be re-
solved through peaceful
means and political nego-
tiation between the two
countries.

Kharrazi added that Iran
is ready to help Turkey and
Italy settle their crisis and
that it depends on Ankara
and Rome to ask for Iranian
mediation role.

While in Rome, the Ira-
nian foreign minister and his
entourage held talks with
the Italian President Oscar
Luigi Scalfaro, Prime Min-
ister Massimo d’ Alema, For-
eign  Minister Lamberto
Dini, Speaker of Chamber
of Deputies Luciano Vi-
olante and Minister of For-
eign Trade Piero Fassino.

In the meetings, the Ira-
nian foreign minister also
discussed the scheduled visit
to Italy of Iran's President,
Mohammad Khatami.

President Khatami of
Iran is to pay avisit to Italy
from 9-11 March 1999.

In his meeting with
Kharrazi, Italian President
Oscar Luigi Scafaro said
that his country would spare
no efforts to cooperate with
Iran, which enjoys an an-
cient civilization.

Scalfaro said that he is
glad that he will be hosting
President Mohammad Kha-
tami in a near future.

Kharrazi said for his part
that Iranian officials believe
that as two countries en-
joying rich and ancient civ-
ilizations, Italy and Iran can
help humanity and and this
is why Iran earnestly fol-
lows up dialogue amongst
civilizations.

He expressed hope that
President Khatami’s visit to
Rome would serve to ex-
pand bilateral relations and
bring the West and the
world of Islam further closer
to each other in view of
Iran’s presidency of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC).

Later on the day, Khar-
razi and his Italian counter-
part agreed on formation of
working groups both in Teh-
ran and Rome to arrange
preliminaries for President
Khatami’ s visit to Rome.

Information Ministry
moves above factional lines

BANDAR ABBAS, Hormuzgan - Information Minister
Qorban Ali Dorri Ngjafabadi declared here Thursday that

within the limits of
above factional lines.

independence, the ministry operates

He told a group of university students in Hormuzgan
Province that personal views do not play any role in the ac-

tivities of the

ministry, IRNA reported.

On how to deal with those who attack legal gatherings,
Dorri Najafabadi said gatherings are held orderly and that
pestering and molestations have become infrequent; how-
ever, there are cases in which the organizers of gatherings
themselves have created problems, he pointed out.

He said it is not the duty of the ministry to maintain law
and order which has been entrusted to the law enforcement
forces. The Information Ministry’s activities comprises
countering anti-revolutionary espionage and busting up of

major networks and gangs.

Turning to the visit of by a group of U.S. citizens to
Iran, he said he is opposed to any harassment against per-
sons who have legally entered the country. Tourist visas had
been requested for the group, he went on, but perhaps it lat-
er became evident that the group pursued economic ob-

jectives.

The double standards adopted by the U.S. in downing
the Iranian Airbus in the Persian Gulf and the compensation
sought from Iran by the U.S. government for the killing of
a Jew in lsrael demonstrate the true nature of the U.S. gov-
ernment in dealing with Iran, said the information minister.

Security in Iran, he said, is good compared to other
countries, even European ones, despite the fact that Iran has
to maintain security along its extensive borders, population

growth, the

presence of a large number of immigrants

and refugees and other drawbacks.

“The attack of a deranged soldier on a group of people
in Tehran should be seen as a stray incident and not a break-
down in the general security situation of the nation,” ob-

served the minister.

“The greatest injustice done to liberty is the breach of

respect for liberty,” he said.

“The press will not be allowed to surpass the boundaries
of religious jurisdiction, violate civil laws and trample on

Islamic
jafabadi highlighted.

revolutionary and national values,” Dorri Na-

He called on university students to guard the religious
injunctions, its ideology, morals and virtues - in particular
defend the sanctities of supreme jurisprudence.
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