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Soroush

P.O. Box 24014
LondonNW42ZA

Info @ Soroush.co.uk

WWW.Soroush.co.uk
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MacMaster, Poolman & Associates

Barristers, Solicitors and Notaries
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GROWRANGE LTD.
Prospect House, 67 Boston Manor Road

Brentford, Middlesex TW8 9JQ, UK.
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Freight Forwarders Worldwide
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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
Commercial
Car Shipment

Roadfreight
Per sonal Effects
Paking
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I nsurance Collections

Documentation
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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Tel: (416) 222 - 0202 & (905) 707 - 5050

WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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CANIRA EnNg. Inc.
P.O.Box 50 193
IRVINE, CA 92619
Tel: (949) 654 - 0681
Fax: (949) 654 - 1624
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A.Gharib Immigration Services
418 Nolan Ave Glendale CA 91202 U.SA
Tel: (818) 240-2228, Fax: (818)543-0436
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries

Marvin M. M oses
B.A.(Hons),LL.B.,M.BA.
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com

— IOIIA

190 il s b gea sl b

[ Syl |

Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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For more information please call:
LosAngeles: (310) 775 - 1413
Houston: (713) 661 - 5182

New York: (718) 565 - 0395
Tampa: (813) 636 - 5085
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.
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KLM, Air France, British Airways
Kuwait Airways, Iran Air, Turkish Airline
SKYWAYS TRAVEL
301 South Tryon St. Suite 75
Charlotte, NC 28202
Tel: 704 - 370 - 0054
Fax: 704 - 370 - 0055
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
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Designed for

New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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Vlgt our Web page . Roof Connection * Structural Engineering Services
. *
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of Persian Software - i * Compliancewith L.A. City |* Civil Engineering Services
Products | L& LI 1 Retrofit Ordinance * Final Inspection & Certificate of
- Occupancy

JAMSHID S IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
TEL: (212) 683-7700 FAX: (212)725-1772
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COMPLETE
MUNICIPAL SERVICES
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WINDOWS
CD-ROM

EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
STRENGTHENING & RETROFITTING:

M u(l_;tl media * Wood Frame Houses
amne * Apartment Buildings
* Commercial Buildings |BUILDING & SAFETY
okl g 8 * Concrete Tilt-Ups * Inspection of EARTHQUAKE dam-

aged Bldgs.
* Expediting Complicated Bldg. Permits
* Architectural Design Services

233 5 e 3y VISA/Master card Office, Warehouse

* Reinforcing Wall to

* Building Code Consulting

- b WGWFW?-’)J@%JW * Com(p)lignce with Building Dept. Viola-
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_:H ﬁ ‘.‘M w w w SPECIALIST * gggg'\t/li%ngsl:’ {s/earF:gnng; Zone Changes
* Representation in Public Hearings
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05,68 SN A=Y A 1 (NYEEON: il ENCINO CA 91436

(818) 501 - 1028
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CANADA

1110 SHEPPARD AVE. EAST #401
WILLOWADLE ONTARIO M2K2W?2

TEL: (416) 512 - 8080
FAX: (416) 512 - 7699

o1, i1 - 800 - 924 - 0724
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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
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Italy ready to join Iran’s
transportation projects

TEHRAN - Italian Transport Minister Tiziano Treu has voiced Italian
companies readiness to participate in infrastructura transportation projects

inlran.

He made the remark in a meeting with Iran’s Ambassador to Rome Ali | N

Ahani, IRNA reported.

Voicing satisfaction over expansion of Tehran-Rome trade and economic
cooperation, Treu called for an increase in the number of weekly flights be-
tween the two countries. Referring to the great potentials for bilateral coop-
eration in the area of transportation in particular, Ahani welcomed participa-
tion of Italian companiesin different projectsin the Islamic Republic.

He aso called for providing more appropriate conditions for land trans-

portation between the two countries.

President:

ETTELA'AT

T E R N A T | O N

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

A L

ISSN: 1353 - 8829 NO. 1115, TUESDAY, DEC. 8, 1998

'Regional peace, security

exposed to serious threats

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here Sunday that regiona
peace and security are se-
riously threatened and the
countries which favor tran-
quility must join handsto re-
solve this problem.

The president made the
remark when receiving the
credentials of the new Ban-
gladeshi Ambassador to Teh-
ran, Tufall K. Haider, IRNA
reported.

Khatami also stressed the
region's need for coop-
eration and solidarity among
countries which advocate
peace and progress.

Efforts should be made
to funnel the problems to-
wards rational solutions, he
said, adding that only those
outside the region and those
who are against the interests
of the region would benefit
from its differences and dis-
putes.

The OIC chairman
stressed that Iran and Ban-
gladesh must intensify their
efforts towards convergence,
detente and progress within
the framework of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC).

Khatami also said there
were numerous grounds for

Rafsanjani:

QESHM, Hormuzgan

ing up.”

isand’'s

start operation,

region.

lands.

Qeshm idand soon becomes

a prosperousregion
- Head of the Expediency
Council Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani said on Sunday that
the infrastructural projects implemented in this Persian
Gulf island are relatively satisfactory.

He told IRNA, “the island is rapidly passing through
its development eraand everything on thisisland is look-

Rafsanjani expressed hope that in a near future al the
jetties will become operational, so that high-
capacity cargo ships can berth at thisregion.

Reiterating that currently Iran incurs extra costs for
lack of such facilities, Rafsanjani added, when the jetties
the Qeshm Free Trade Zone (FTZ) will
undergo tremendous development.

He said the island will soon become a prosperous

Rafsanjani, here for only afew hours, visited some of
the idand’s recreational, development and industrial
sites. The director general of the Qeshm FTZ, Behrouz
Bushehri said that the island's airport has been con-
structed at atotal cost of Rls 70 billion in three years.

Rafsanjani on his way to monitor ‘Vahdat-77" mil-
itary exercises being conducted in the Persian Gulf wa-
ters, arrived in Bandar Abass and met several army and
IRGC commanders. He also visited Kish and Qeshm is-

Tehran-Dhaka cooperation,
adding that prospects for bi-
lateral relations are very
bright as both nations had
the resolve to promote their
ties.

Haider said Tehran-
Dhaka bonds are linked by
common religion, culture
and tradition.

The ambassador added
that both Iran and Ban-
gladesh are after establishing
social justice, freedom and
rule of law in their countries.

“The government and
people of Bangladesh are
keenly awaiting your pres-
ence in Dhaka at the forth-
coming D-8 summit, re
scheduled for March 1-2,
1999,” said the ambassador.

Caspian Sealittoral
states to discuss legal
regime in Moscow

TEHRAN - Deputy foreign ministers of the Caspian Sea
littoral states will meet in Moscow in mid-December to con-
tinue discussions on the legal regime of the sea.

A Russian diplomat told IRNA in Ashkhabad Saturday
that as in previous sessions, this time again the deputy foreign
ministers will exchange views on the legal regime of the Cas-
pian Sea.

He said it was premature to make any judgement over the
success of the upcoming Moscow meeting since the littoral
states have so far failed in forging a consensus among them-
selves due to their insistence on individual stands.

The diplomat said that last year the idea of a summit meet
among heads of state of the Caspian Sea littoral states was
raised for severa times but the proposal remained ineffective
as Caspian states failed to bring their viewpoints closer to
each other.

Absence of alegal regime for the Caspian Sea has so far
caused disputes among certain littoral states and political ex-
perts believe that if the status quo remains unchanged, it will
foment crisis. Baku and Ashkhabad have so far failed in their
negotiations over disputes on the ownership of oil fieldsin the

Caspian Seawhile other littoral states oppose the transit of gas
via Caspian Sea bed due to environmental risks.

Majlis speaker:

Iran-Turkey security commission

meets in Tehran

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey were to hold the fifth meeting of the high
security commission in Tehran, Monday. Deputy interior ministers of Tur-
key and Iran, Y ahya Gour and Gholam Hussein Bolandian respectively were
leading the delegations at the mesting.

The meeting, which will last for five days, is to discuss ways of im-
proving and expanding bilateral border cooperation, IRNA reported from An-
kara. During its stay in the Iranian capital, the Turkish delegation will call
onanumber of top ranking officials.

The Istanbul-based daily Milliyet wrote Sunday that at the meeting the
two countries would sign a special agreement on combatting narcotics trade.
In terms of border security, said the paper, this meeting is extremely im-
portant. The fourth meeting of the commission was held in Ankara in June.

Muslims in need of
unity, cohesion

TEHRAN - Spegker of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar
Nateg-Nouri in his address
to a number of Muslim ule-
ma of the Philippines on
Sunday stressed the need for
unity and cohesion among
Muslims.

He warned against cow-
ardly efforts of enemies to
deal ablow on Islam and try
to uproot it through sowing
seeds of dissension and
launching cultura  on-
daughts, IRNA reported
from Manila

“Enemies of Isam are
alarmed today to see that
Muslims in such countries
as Turkey and Algeriaare on

New political party launched

TEHRAN - A new polit-
ical party caling itself the
‘Isamic Iran Partnership
Front'” (IIPF) was launched
Saturday concurrent with the
birth anniversary of Imam
Mahdi (may God hasten his
reappearance).

The founders of the par-
ty, over 100 political and ex-
ecutive figures of the coun-
try, in a statement issued
Saturday  officially  an-
nounced the formation of the
party, IRNA reported.

Severa members  of
President Mohammad Kha
tami’ s administration as well
as deputies of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (par-
liament) are members of the
IPF.

The statement said in
part that the May 23, 1997

presidential election in Iran
had further proved the trans-
parency of the revolution's
aspirations and accelerated
the public approach towards
ajust and alert society.

The presidential election
was also a manifestation of
unity and convergence of the
enlightened clerics and com-
mitted intellectuas, said the
statement, adding that the
event had also unleashed the
potential energy within the
society, especially of the sec-
ond generation of the revolu-
tion. It further added that the
vital potential of the revolu-
tion, after the great victory in
overcoming the former dic-
tatorial regime and establish-
ment of a new system, is
now intent on channelling
people's motives for par-

Iran’s GNP estimated to decrease by one pc this year

TEHRAN- Director of
the economic surveys de-
partment of the parlia-
ment’s research center Roya
Tabatabaie Yazdi said here
on Sunday that according to
studies conducted  so far,
Iran’s gross national prod-
uct (GNP) would decline by
one percent this year (to end
March 21, 1999) compared
to last year'sfigure.

Ms. Yazdi said the GNP
in Iran has had a downward
trend over the past three
years, being registered at 5.8
and 2.9 percent in 1997 and

1996 respectively.

She told IRNA that ex-
cept this year, the country
did never witness a negative
growth in its per capita gross
domestic product (GDP)
over the past decade.

She added that in the
time of recession un-
employment follows an up-
ward trend but there was a
1.8 percent growth in em-
ployment rate in Iran in the
first half of last year (started
March 21, 1997) compared
to the corresponding period
in 1996.

The Iranian official said
the share price index showed
a14.6 declinelast year com-
pared to that of the previous
year and a decrease of 11
percent in the first half of
this year compared to last
year's haf yearly figure.

Yazdi said that decreases
of 30.6 and 54 percent were
recorded in the number and
velue of shares traded last
year compared to that of the
previous year.

Iran’s oil and gas exports
showed a 19.8 percent de-
cline in value last year com-

Political groups convene
to discuss council €lections

TEHRAN - Various po-
litical parties held a conven-
tion at the Interior Ministry
to discuss issues relating to

the Islamic council elections

slated for February 1999.
Addressing the gath-

ering, Interior Minister Ab-

U.S. analyst doubts early
rapprochement with Iran

TEHRAN

- Patrick Clawson of the Washington Institute

for Near East Policy says that the U.S. is “eager” to have polit-
ical tieswith Iran but is moving very slowly.
He suggests that major issues between the two countries can

only be resolved in government-to-government talks, but feels
that these may be “years away.”

Speaking during this week’s annual trilogy of seminars on
the Persian Gulf organized by Royal Institute of International
Affairs in London, Clawson indicated that Washington's ex-
traterritorial sanctions regime against Iran would die a quiet
death, IRNA reported from London. He said that the 1996 leg-
islation, which has never been used, was due to expire in Au-
gust 2001 and it was “quite possible it will not be renewed.”

But with regard to U.S. opposition to Caspian oil pipelines
going through Iran, the director for research at the right-wing

institute insisted this would “ not change soon.”

He said it “may not happen for afew years’ as the U.S. has
staked its “prestige” in the pipeline from Baku to the Turkish
port of Ceyhan. Despite Washington's backing, oil companies
express growing scepticism if such an expensive route can ever
be justified. Overal, Clawson said that U.S. policy in the Persian
Gulf would remain rooted in its close ties with Saudi Arabia

dolvahed Mousavi Lari re-
ferred to the Islamic coun-
cils as the simplest and most
natural instruments for peo-
ple's participation in shap-
ing the future of their city
and country.

“The Islamic Republic
of Iran attaches great im-
portance to people and to re-
spect for human beings.

“To hold council elec-
tions constitute a clear step
in ceding some authority to
the people themselves,” Lari
said.

Advising the political
groups to approach the
council elections actively
and with an open mind, the
interior minister cautioned
the groups against aiming to
eliminate their competition
from the political arena.

Lari further told the au-
dience that his ministry
aims to hold debate sessions
with participation of repre-
sentatives from various po-
litical parties.

on Saturday.

| ranian horses banned from
equestrian competitions

TEHRAN - The executive committee of the Bangkok Asian games has banned the
entrance of Iranian horses into the equestrian competitions, forcing the Iranian riders to
enter the competitions with borrowed horses.

The announcement was made by deputy head of the Equestrian Federation, Brig-
adier-General Moradian, who further told IRNA on Sunday that the federation failed in
its attempt to resolve the issue of a mandated vaccination of the horses against a disease
peculiar to East Asia. He further added that the horses dispatched to Bangkok by Iranians
residing in the U.S. and Europe were amongst the best and most beautiful in the world,
and that the disease the Iranian entries were not vaccinated against, has been uprooted in
the U.S. and Europe for some 20 years. Moradian pointed out that the Thais themselves
had admitted that had the Iranian riders been allowed to enter the competitions with their
own horses, they would have been a sure bet to win the equestrian championship.

According to the official, following negotiations with some countries including China
and Indonesia, it was decided that Iranian riders would enter the equestrian competitions
with horses from the said countries.

The Iranian national equestrian team, consisting of five riders, left here for Bangkok

pared to the preceding year's
figure and there has been a
Dlrs 4,817 million deficit in
the country’s capital account.

The figure stood at Dlrs
887 million in the first quar-
ter of the year (March 21-
June 21), she added.

There was a Dlrs 2,346
million rise in Iran’s inter-
national reserves in 1996,
said Yazdi, adding however
that the reserves showed a
DlIrs 3,705 million decrease
last year and a DIrs 533 mil-
lion decrease in the first
quarter of thisyear.

Iran’s rial lost strength
against dollar in the time of
recession due to strong de-
pendence of economy on ail
revenues to the effect that
each dollar was traded in
non-official  dealings for
more than RIs 4,740 in the
first haf of last year, said
Yazdi, adding the dollar
exchange rate rose to Rls
4,830 in the second half of
thesame  year.

Based on studies con-
ducted, she added, dollar was
sold for Rls 6,740 in the first
half of this year. She
said that ratio of long-term
deposits to total amount of
the private sector’s deposits
climbed to 61.6 percent in
the first half of this year
and to 59.7 percent last year
from 58.3 percent in 1996.

A seven percent growth
was registered in exchange of
promissory notes and drafts
in Tehran last year compared
to the preceding year's fig-
ures, said Yazdi, adding that
the figure, however, dropped
by 1.5 percent in the first
half of the year.

ticipation in the trend to
raise political, social and ec-
onomic demands explicitly
and directly.

Therefore, it said, on the
threshold of the third decade
of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, forging a polit-
ical-socia atmosphere for
organizing institutions and
groups which can filter such
demands and relay them to
the process for genera de-
cision-making, is the prime
responsibility felt in the so-
ciety.

Promotion of the at-
mosphere for dialogue and
adherence to the rule of law
is the main path towards op-
timum utilization of in-
tellectual potentials of the
elite groups as well as dy-

namism of theoretical and
practical approaches in the
society, noted the statement.

Obvioudly, it stressed,
existence and expansion of
parties, organizations and in-
stitutions in an effort to
study the capacities and lim-
itations in the country and
identify talented and com-
petent forces for training, is
a prerequisite for turning the
said principles and causes to
strategies and plans.

In conclusion the state-
ment expressed hope that the
new party, by adhering to the
sublime religious teachings
and observing the lega cri-
teria, would be able to take
effective steps towards fur-
ther elevation of the Islamic
State.

the move to revive their lost
identity and propagate Islam
for the elevation of man-
kind,” he said.

“Even European coun-
tries which claim to be cra
dle of democracy are not ca-
pable of showing tolerance
towards the Muslim girl stu-
dents and women observing
norms of Islamic dress code
in educational centers,”
said Nateg-Nouri.

He added that al the
signs indicate that enemies
of 1slam are not interested in
seeing Islam propagated in
their countries. He went on
to say based on such an at-
titude they try to find ex-
cuses to oppose the divine
religion of Islam.

Underlining unity among
Shiites and Sunnis, Nateg-
Nouri said that enemies are
trying to drive awedge in or-
der to tarnish the clear image
of commonalties existing
among the different de-
nominations in the Islamic
schools of thought.

He said the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has effectively
withstood many political
pressures so far to defend the
causes of Muslim people of
Palestine, Bosnia-
Herzegovina and elsewhere.

He said that good mo-

rals, humbleness, respect and
politeness are the best
means for propagation of Is-
lam

He also attended a dinner
banquet held in his honor by
his counterpart on Saturday
night.

Nateg-Nouri on the last
leg of his three nation tour
arrived in Manila on Sunday
afternoon.

Upon his arrival at Ma-
nila arport, he was wel-
comed by the speaker of the
Philippines House of Repre-
sentatives and Iranian Am-
bassador to Manila Mo-
hammad R€'isi.

During his three-day stay
in Manila, the Iranian parlia-
ment speaker is to meet and
confer with the president of
the Senate, speaker of the
House of Representatives,
president and foreign min-
ister on issues of mutual in-
terests particularly ways of
expanding parliamentary and
political  cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Iran's Deputy Foreign
Minister for AsiaPacific
Mohsen Aminzadeh, head of
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines Ali Nagi
Khamoushi along with two
members of parliament are
accompanying Nateg-Nouri.

ECO transportation
convention
Wraps up work

Portuguesefirm toinvest in Sirjan
vegetable oil production plant

KERMAN - A Portuguese company is entering ajoint ven-
ture with Kerman Development Investment Company to es-
tablish a vegetable il production plant in Sirjan Specia Ec-
onomic Zone.

The Vice-President of the Kerman-based company, Mo-
hammad Hossein  Eskandari-Zadeh, further told IRNA on Sun-
day that the Portuguese company, with a Dirs 40 million con-
tribution, would hold a 49 percent stake in the plant.

The ail extraction factory would have a capacity of pro-
ducing 220,000 tons of oil and 800,000 tons of oil cake from
1.2 million tons of soy beans annually. The construction
of the plant would be kicked off in four months and it would be
completed two years later, the official said. The Kerman
Development Investment Company was formed two years ago

TEHRAN - The first working gathering of the
transportation and communications experts of the Ec-
onomic Cooperation Organization (ECO) wrapped up its
work in Ashkhabad Sunday afternoon.

All ECO members except Azerbaijan Republic were
represented at the gathering, IRNA reported from Ashk-
habad.

The ECO experts, during the two-day conference, dis-
cussed the objectives and strategies of the organization’s
transportations commission, which will be based in Turk-
menistan.

Per adecision reached at the gathering, the ECO mem-
ber states should forward their views on the re-
sponsibilities of the commission to the ECO secretariat in
Tehran within the next two-three months.

The decision to choose Turkmenistan as the permanent
headquarter for the ECO transportation and communica-
tions commission was reached during the 1997 ECO sum-

with an initial investment of Rls 140 billion through public par-

ticipation.

mit in Ashkhabad.

Saudi Arabiato host Iranian journalists

TEHRAN - Saudi In-
formation Minister Fouad
ibn Abd as-Salam ibn Mu-
hammad Fars told the Ira-
nian Ambassador in Riyadh,
Mohammad Reza Nouri
Shahroudi that his country
will soon invite a delega
tion of Iranian journalists to
visit Saudi Arabiato become
further acquainted with its
developments.

Speaking at a meeting
with Iranian ambassador on
Saturday, the Saudi minister
expressed satisfaction with
the trend of Tehran-Riyadh
cooperation in various fields,
saying that Iran’'s exclusive
trade fair just concluded in
Riyadh, played a key role in
bringing the two countries
closer, IRNA reported.

He expressed hope that
the exhibition will be ef-
fective in paving the way
for future cultural and media
cooperation between the two
Muslim nations.

Voicing readiness to pre-
pare the ground for visits by
Iranian journalists to Saudi
Arabia, Shahroudi under-

lined the importance of the
Isamic  Republic News
Agency (IRNA) in fa
cilitating exchange of news
and information between the
two countries and called for
inauguration of an IRNA of-
ficein Riyadh.

He further stressed the
significance of cultural coop-
eration  between Iran and
Saudi Arabia as the two
poles of the Idamic world
and termed exchange of vis-
its between Iranian and Sau-
di journalists as essential.

Obvioudly, he added,
such visits will help Muslim
people of both countries to
become further acquainted
with the important develop-
ments in each country.

The Iranian ambassador
also invited the Saudi min-
ister to pay a visit to Iran to
explore avenues for expan-
sion of cultural and media
cooperation between the two
countries. The invitation was
welcomed by the Saudi min-
ister who hoped to make the
visit in anear future.

Meanwhile, Saudi news-

Shrimp export can replace
oll revenues

TEHRAN - Managing
director of the nationwide
fish, shrimp and sea creature
farming cooperatives union
Arsalan Qassemi  said that
considering the amount of
foreign exchange gained
through export of shrimps it
is adivsable to replace farm-
ing and export of shrimp
with oil exports.

Export of each kilogram
of shrimp equals in value
with each barrel of crude
oil.

Qassemi told IRNA that
if lranian officids are for
production for the sake of
exports, they should offer
all-out support for shrimp
farming industry.

If government provides

the industry with al its fi-
nancial needs for two years,
not only it will have no need
in government’s  financial
support in the long run but
will be capable of meeting
demands of other sectors, he
added. Iran’s annua shrimp
output rose to 810 tons last
year from a mere 36 tons
since expansion of the
shrimp farming industry at
Fisheries Organization over
the past four years, said Qas-
semi adding that 65 percent
of last year's shrimps had
been produced by the coop-

eratives sector and the rest
by the private sector.

He said that production
of shrimp is expected to
reach 20 to 25,000 tons by
end of the Third Five-Year
Development Plan.

He hoped that production
of the warm and cold water
fish would increase to
67,000 tons and 5,000 tons
by end of the current Iranian
year (March 20, 1999) re-
spectively. 50 percent of the
total would be produced by
the cooperatives sector, he
added.

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET

http://www .ettel aat.com

paper ‘Arab News' reported
that about 25 Iranian com-
panies concluded deals and
signed memoranda of under-
standing with Saudi com-
panies and firms during the
Iranian trade fair which con-
cluded in Saudi capital Ri-
yadh last week.

A tota of 170 Iranian
companies and firms took
part in the  week-long fair,
the first of its kind in Saudi
Arabia, which was organised
by the Iranian Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Mines (ICCIM) noted the
English-language daily quot-
ing the international Arab
paper Al-Sharq al-Awsat.

“The fair was a great
success in bolstering Iran’s
commercial  and trade re-
lations with Saudi Arabia,”
commented the paper.

A strong contingent of
around 400 Iranian business-
men visited Saudi Arabiaon
the sidelines of the fair to
seek new opportunities for
their products on the Saudi
market.

During the fair, Saudi al-
Jomaih Group signed a
memorandum  of under-
standing with Iran’s Carbon
Black Company.

According to the agree-
ment, worth DIrs 30 million,
the Iranian company will
produce carbon black used in
tires, pipes, paint and rubber
industries in collaboration

with the group.

Dr. Mustafa Mohajerani,
chairman of the board of di-
rectors of the Iranian com-
pany, said the new venture
will be launched after com-
pleting the fina feasibility
studies within the next  two
months.

Another Iranian com-
pany concluded a dea for
export of bicycles worth 1.1
million Saudi riyals to the
Saudi marker.

Severad Saudi and Ira
nian firms working in the
field of travel and tourism
held discussions on pro-
moting bilateral tourism.

Hussein Shadvar, general
director of the Iranian Travel
and Tourism Company, said
his company held talks with
the Saudi travel agencies,
Al-Muayyad and Al-
Hageebah, about organising
tourist package plans for
Saudi families as well as in-
dividualsto Iran.

Ghulam Ridah Kay-
amahr, director of public re-
lations at  ICCIM, told the
paper that the outcome of the
far was more than ex-
pected. “without doubt, the
fair was one of the best or-
ganised by Iran during the
recent years. It was helpful
in strengthening bilatera
trade relations which is ex-
pected to culminate in form-
ing an economic bloc in the
future,” he added.
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