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VISIT THE GLORY OF ANCIENT PERSIA
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Iran, Canada study promotion

of ties, cooperation

TEHRAN - The Canadian Ambassador to Tehran, Charles Michel de Sa-
labery said that by preparing the ground for expansion of Iran-Canada re-
lations, these ties should go beyond the geographical limits of both countries
capitals and cover other parts of both countries. He put the value of trade ex-
changes between Iran and Canada at over DIrs one billion last year. Since
Canada is an economically and industrially advanced country, this can leave
a positive effect on expansion of mutual cooperation given Iran’s situation

which encourages foreign investments, he said.

President Khatami:
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Philippines callsfor Iran’s

People’ s rights must be defended
within constitution

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami, ad-
dressing a gathering of sev-
era thousands of university
students, said those who in
the name of the revolution
call on universities to refrain
from becoming political are
those who are scared of
“universities, questions and
thoughts.” Because, he said,
they are unable to answer
questions raised by students,
IRNA reported.

He added, “those groups
think that they are very Is-
lamic and say that the ques-
tioners should shut up, but
they should revise their way
of thinking.”

The president stressed
that, “university without
question” is like a “day
without sun”, adding, “if our
youth in Islamic Iran are be-
lieved, then a bright future
would be waiting for us.”

Khatami further stated
that universities are symbols
of modernism, revitalization
and freedom and Azar 16
(December 7) is the secret
and symbol of the in-
dependence of universities.

Later, a number of the
students posed some ques-
tionsto the president on the
current political and cultural
issues of the country, polit-
ica development, the per-
formance of the government
in the past 16 months, the
problems the government is
faced with, the councils
elections, the closure of
some newspapers, as well as
political activities of stu-
dents.

The president said if a
change is to occur in the so-
ciety, it should take place by
the people themselves. But,
he noted, those societies
which do not believe in
themselves, would wait for
some heroes to emerge and
resolve their problems. “In a
society which wants to be
progressive, everyone must
be a hero and solve the
problems,” said Khatami.

In response to another
question, the president said,
“when | raised the topic of
rule of law during election
campaigns, some said thisis
against revolution and Islam
and is aliberal issue. But to-
day rule of law is prevailing
inour society. Thisis agreat
task.”

Stressing the importance
of criticism in the society,
Khatami said even the pres-
ident should be criticized in
order not to be deviated.

He added, “I’'m not jok-
ing with anybody. If every-
one violates the the law, |
will encounter him or her ac-
cording to the law.”

Turning to how pressure
groups take shape in various
societies, he said in one case,
there are some groups who
dislike the government and
are not ready to abide by the
principles of democracy. In
order to put the administra-
tion under pressure, they try
to disturb the public opinion
about the government.

Addressing the groups
who have resorted to vi-
olence as their policy, Kha
tami said that if violence be-
comes a norm, others will
respond with more violence.

Responding to another
question until when this pol-
icy of compromise, dialog
and tolerance should con-
tinue, the president said this
should continue until the rule
of law prevail in the society.

He said that in a society
where law is not respected,
violence will replace law.

Opponents must express
their views within the frame-
work of law and even if their
are opposed to the constitu-
tion, this should take its le-
gal course.

Asked why groups who
attack gatherings under the
name of Islam and revolu-
tion are not dealt with, the
president said that there are
groups who imagine they
have served the revolution
more than others and for this
reason they show more sen-
sitivity towards issues.

“These groups might
even express their feelings
with harsh words. this can be
understood,” Khatami said.

Addressing these groups,
the president said, “my
friends, have you been the
only ones who are revolu-
tionary and who have gone
to the war fronts? Why you
allow yourselves to consider
your outlooks to be the same
asthat of the revolution or to
impose them on others.”

“There are thousands of
people, besides you who
have fought on the bat-
tlefields. They also have a

India favors importing
LNG from Iran

TEHRAN - Indiais con-
sidering to import liquefied
natural gas (LNG) from Iran,
following an offer by the
Kish idand authorities to
supply LNG to India.

Talking to IRNA in New
Delhi Monday, the Director
(commercial) of the state-
owned Petronet LNG, R.P.
Sharma, said, “the Iranian
offer to supply LNG is being
positively studied.”

According to Sharma,
two factors can push India
into sourcing LNG from
Iran.

One, being one of the
largest producers of the nat-
ura gas, Iran looks to be a
much reliable supplier in the
long-term. Two, in view of
the delay in the materi-
alization of Indo-lIran gas
pipeline project, it is safer to
receive natural gasin thelig-
uefied form.

The Nationa Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) has aso
proposed to supply LNG to
India from South Pars gas
production facility.

The offer was made by
the NIOC Director for Inter-
national Affairs, H. Ghanimi
Fard, at the third annual In-
dian oil and gas conference
in Mumbai early this month.

India's Minister for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas V.
K. Ramamurthy has aso in-
dicated the possibility of tie-
ups between India and Iran
on the long-term supply of
crude and gas from Iran.

The consumption of nat-
ura gas in India is in-
creasing at a very fast pace
as against the indigenous
production.

India needs natural gas
to the tune of about 180 mil-
lion cubic meters per day by
the year 2004. The in-
digenous supply, by then,
will by around 68 million cu-
bic meters per day.

Early this year, the Gas

Authority of India Ltd
(GAIL) shortlisted 7 bidders
to hold negotiations on the
supply of LNG in tankers.

These included Petronas
(Malaysia), Rasphalan LNG
Company Ltd, Qatar, Shell,
Total (France), Woodside
(Australia), Shevron (Aus-
tralia) and Pertamina (In-
donesia).

Political factors of differ-
ent shades have jeopardised
three ambitious pipeline pro-
jects to bring natura gas to
India.

If this is any indication,
India, in the coming years,
will import this vital source
of energy in the form of
LNG than through pipeline.

This should weigh in the
mind of the Iranian side
when it takes up bilateral
cooperation in the oil and
gas sector at the coming 10th
Indo-lran joint commission
meeting in New Delhi next
week.

right. If you are Muslim and
freedom-loving persons,
then you must comply with
constitution,” he said.

“Being revolutionary
means striving to build a so-
ciety where everybody feels
he has a right. Revolution
means enforcement of law.

“It is not appropriate to

Isam is not in con-
formity with freedom,” he
pointed out.

“Those who use pressure
groups have political ob-
jectives, because we are not
yet patient enough not to
make our utmost to drive the
rival out of the scene when
their slogans are welcomed.”

President Khatami made
it clear that the government
does not make a compromise
with anybody over the im-
plementation of the constitu-
tion.

The president further
stressed the need for pres-
ervation of the press freedom
within the legal framework,
saying “I will never alow
any encounter with the press
outside the framework of
law.”

Any offence by a daily
or magazine should be dealt
with in an open trial and in
the presence of jury, Kha
tami said, stressing, “if | dis-
agree with certain subjects
printed in media | am not en-
titled to resort to any means
to encounter it.”

He further said that crea-
tion of tension and pitting
different groups against one
another is not to the benefit
of the system and the Islamic
Revolution at al.

In response to a question
about the murder of Dar-
ioush Forouhar and his wife,
the president said only the
enemies of the revolution
benefited from the killings.

The president said the
probe into the murders will
continue to the last to find
the criminals and to this end
no observation will be ob-
served.

There are hands at work
abroad to depict the pre-
vailing atmosphere in Iran as
insecure, the president said,
adding some stupid in-
dividuals inside the country
might have committed the

crime.

In response to a question
about the youth and their
faith in religion, Khatami
said “if we can make re-
ligion attractive to our youth
we will render them a great
service and if we portray an
intolerable picture of re-
ligion for our youth we will
betray the younger genera-
tion.”

“l (as a president) am
here to defend the people’'s
rights within the constitution
and | am proud today that |
am at the service of people,”
Khatami said.

Civil society has differ-
ent versions and it is im-
possible to provide a unique
version of it for every so-
ciety, President Khatami
stressed. However in every
civil society people have
rights and are entitled to de-
cide their own fate.

Underscoring the status
of people in the ISlamic Re-
public, he said that people
are entitted to determine
their own fate and the sys
tem and administration are
accountable to people.

However, people's par-
ticipation requires existence
of parties, and groups in the
society and people should
have the right of expression.

In a society where law
does not rule, anarchy and
dictatorship will prevail,
President Khatami said.

Oil minister:
|ran favors
further cuts
In OPEC
production

TEHRAN - Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said
Monday that Iran wants a re-
duction of 1.5 million barrel
per day (bpd) or higher in
OPEC output ceiling.

He told reporters that
Iran produces crude oil ac-
cording to its OPEC-
determined quota and has so
far observed the reduction in
its crude output.

Referring to the potential
effects of the new gasoline
distribution plan on the vol-
ume of its consumption, he
added, “based on estimates,
if the plan is implemented
the gasoline consumption in
the country will drop by two
billion liters in the next Ira-
nian year (starts March,
21).”

Zanganeh said that if the
planisratified by the ISlamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis), gasoline will be of-
fered at gas station at a sin-
gleprice.

He aso stated that with
cooperation of the banking
system, the owners of pri-
vate and public vehicles will
receive subsidies in cash
based on their pre
determined quotas.

Referring to the transport
of oil from the Caspian Sea,
he said “Iran is ready to pur-
chase Caspian oil at pref-
erential prices.”

lranian film wins first award at

Greek film festival

TEHRAN - The Iranian film ‘ The Paper Missile’ won the first award at
the Second International Film Festival of Olympiain Greece.

The film which is a production of the second channel of Iranian state-run
television network has been directed by Farhad Mehranfar and addresses an
audience of children and young adults.

The Olympiafilm festival was held November 29-December 5 in Greece.

Another film by the same director, ‘The Lifeless Tree', won the special
award of living environment in Swiss festival of Castellinaria last week.

support at OIC

TEHRAN - Filipino For-
eign Minister Domingo Sia
zon, Monday hailed Iran's
“important and decisive” role
intheregionand theldamic
world and called for Tehran's
further support for Manila at
the Organization of the Idam-
ic Conference (OIC).

He told the visiting Ira
nian Speaker of the Idamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis), Ali Akbar Nateg-
Nouri, that Manila is striving
to pave the way for making
economic activities more dy-
namic and achieving sustain-
able peace by offering fur-
ther services and launching
development programs in the
region, IRNA reported from
Manila

Siazon aso praised Iran's
atempts to help establish
peace and tranquility in the
south of the Philippines.

The Filipino foreign min-
ister called for promotion of
Tehran-Manilarelationsin all
fields, particularly in ex-
change of experts and joint
ventures.

Terming Tehran-Manila
ties as satisfactory, Nateg-
Nouri who arrived in Manila
Sunday afternoon, said the
two countries should make
more efforts to boost bilateral
relations.

Peace and stability in the
south of the Philippines and
Mindanao was established as
a result of Tehran-Manila
cooperation, he said.

The parliament speaker
pointed out that Tehran-

Next year budget preserves all subsidies,
adjusts financial support for fuel

TEHRAN - The government in its proposed budget bill for the next Iranian calendar
year which begins on March 21, 1999 has maintained all the subsidies for essential
goods and only adjusted the fuel and energy subsidies.

Secretary of the government information council Hassan Qadiri Abyaneh, speaking at
agathering of heads of public relations offices of state economic organizations, said that
subsidies of four days of fuel and energy is equal to annual budget of the office for de-

prived regions.

He added, however, that to keep stable transportation prices in
the government projected to go ahead with paying

portation vehicles.

its proposed budget

fuel subsidies for public trans-

He added that under the new gasoline distribution plan, in case approved by the Maj-
lis, al the public transportation vehicles would receive subsidies for fuel consumption
under a specific ceiling and if they consume more they should pay extra money.

The plan, includes selling 6 to 6.5 billion liters of gasoline at the subsidized rate of
RIs 200 per liter, and the balance at RIs 750 per liter.

The subsidy envisioned in the plan would cost the government RIs 3,500-3,600 bil-
lion, far exceeding the government’s total revenues from the sale of gasoline estimated to
be Rls 2,000-2,500 billion for the whole year.

If Majlis approves the plan, it will be enforced from next April.

Iran, Tunisiafavor expansion of

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi and his
Tunisian counterpart Saeed
ben Mustapha in a meeting
here on Monday underlined
their respective countries
desire to expand bilateral
tiesMustapha said that his
visit to Tehran testifies to the
strong political will of Tu-
nisian officials to upgrade bi-
lateral relations and con-
sultations between the two
countries, IRNA reported.

Senior Tunisian officials
are for strengthening of
cooperation with Iran, said
Mustapha, expressing the
hope that growing relations
between Tehran and Tunis
would  further  promote
through exchange of various
political and economic del-
egations and holding of fairs
and seminars in either coun-
try.

Calling the policies Iran
has adopted at regional and
international levels as
“wise”, Mustapha expressed

UAE to export goods to
Central Asiavialran

BANDAR ANZALI, Gilan - A visiting trade delega-
tion from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) inspected port
installations and facilities at Bandar Anzali, Gilan Prov-
ince in northern Iran, Monday morning.

The delegation, comprising officials from the UAE
customs administration, passport department and fi-
nancial and economic institutions, also visited Bandar
Anzali pond. After a meeting with the delegation, Gov-
ernor General of Gilan Province Ali Soufi said they were
visiting the province to study economic possibilities to
facilitate cargo transit between Persian Gulf littoral
states and Central Asian countries bordering the Caspian
Sea, IRNA reported. He said that border cooperatives
will be set up soon to deal with theissue.

Meanwhile, Director General of Gilan Ports and
Shipping Department Hassan Najafi said the UAE del-
egation after inspecting the ports facilities and holding
talks with provincial officials, admitted that it was a suit-
able route for transit of goods. Nagjafi said that the Per-
sian Gulf littoral states and UAE will transit goods to
Central Asia through southern Iranian ports and Bandar

Anzali in the north.

hope that Iran’s periodica
chairmanship of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) would
lead to further expansion of
relations between the two
Muslim countries of Iran and
Tunisia

Kharrazi said for his part
that expansion of relations
with the world of Islam has
been given top priority in
Iran’s foreign policy and ex-
change of views and di-
alogue among countries
would play an important role

First vice-president:

in bringing about mutua un-
derstanding.

Outlining Tunisia's spe-
cia role and rich historical
background in North Africa
as well as historical bonds
shared by Iran and Tunisia,
Kharrazi said that the Iranian
and Tunisian nations shoul-
der important responsibilities
in the regions where their
countries are located.

He expressed hope that
effective steps would be tak-
en at the second session of
Tehran-Tunisia joint  ec-

National research projects
must be comprehensive

TEHRAN - First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi said
here on Monday that na
tional research should be
comprehensive and seeking
to help the country attain de-
velopment.

Habibi told a seminar on
‘national drive to expand re-
search’ that the Second Five-
Year Economic Develop-
ment Plan (1995-1999) en-
trusted conduction of 50 per-
cent of country’s research
projects to the non-
governmental sector, IRNA
reported.

The government isto fol-
low the same policy in the
third plan (2000-2004), said
Habibi, adding that this,
however, requires problems
facing the private sector be
identified and removed.

He said the budget al-
located for research should
be spent totally for the same
purpose and not on unn-
cessary and bureaucratic af-
fairs.

Calling for improvement
of productivity under present
conditions, Habibi said the
time alocated for utilization
of laboratory facilities

should be extended to 16
hours a day or more from a
mere two hours a day.

He said the country
should move towards con-
duction of fundamenta re-
search in order to attain a
status it deserves worldwide
in the next 50 years.

Iran should be self-
sufficient in producing food-
stuffs, especially whest, and
it would be to the benefit of
the country if it lon loger
needed to import wheat, he
said.

Based on statistics avail-
able, there were just about
20,000 full time researchers
in the country in 1996 and
the budget allocated for re-
search in the budget bill
stood at about Rls 16.6 mil-
lion for each researcher.

About 0.31 percent of
gross domestic  product
(GDP) belonged to research
in 1996 and the figure is
likely to drop to 0.29 per-
cent this year.

bilateral relations

onomic commission towards
further use of each other's
potential.

The second session of
Tehran-Tunis joint economic
commission opened here on

Monday, co-chaired by
Kharrazi and Mustapha.
Kharrazi in a his in-

augural speech said that reg-
ular meetings and exchange
of delegations would play an
important role in upgrading
bilateral relations.

He said that Iran wel-
comes governments' role in
facilitating and  expanding
relations between Iranian
and Tunisian private sectors.

He expressed hope that
the current meeting would be
successful in exploring new
areas of mutual cooperation
in view of experiences and
potential of the two coun-
tries. Mustapha for his part
expressed hope that the ses-
sion would bear positive and
fruitful results.

The two sides are to sur-
vey possible cooperation in
the  fields of medicine,
health, marine trans-
portation, agriculture, fish-
eries, petrochemical, tech-
nical and  engineering
services, as well as tourism.
They also follow up the im-
plementation of agreements
already reached between the
two sides.

The Iranian and Tunisian
foreign ministers were aso
to sign a document on mu-
tual cooperation at the end of
the meeting Tuesday after-
noon.

The Tunisian foreign
minister arrived in Tehran
Monday morning.

The Tunisian foreign
minister is visiting Iran
upon’s his Iranian counter-
part’sinvitation.
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Manilarelations can serve as
a suitable mode for pro-
motion of economic relations
between countries. He added
that Iran-Philippines joint ec-
onomic commission must
conduct deeper investigations
on agreements signed be-
tween the two countries so
that better results would be
achieved in the forthcoming
joint meeting in Tehran.

Hereferred to ail, gas, en-
ergy, transit of goods, in-
dustries and production of
medicine as important topics
which could be discussed at
the Tehran meeting.

Nateq Nouri also called
for Manilds support for
Iran's cooperation with the
Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN).

In another development,
Nateg-Nouri visited the mau-
soleum of the nationa hero
of the Philippines, and laid
wregths of flowers on his
grave. The Iranian Parliament
speaker held separate meet-
ings with the heads of Phi-
lippine Senate and House of
Representativesin Manila on

Monday.
The president of the Phi-
lippine  Senate, thanking

Iran’'s peace seeking efforts,
sad the philippine officias
have always attached great
significance to Iran in the re-
gion and the world.
Moreover, he hailed the
measure Iran has adopted to
solve the issues related to
Mindanao and said that con-
cluding of the peace accord
in the area indicates friend-

ship and cooperation between
Tehran and Manila

Meanwhile, the Phi-
lippine speaker of the House
of Representatives told Na
teg-Nouri that Iranian and
Philippine stances are similar
0N various i ssues.

Besides expanding their
economic relations, Iran and
the Philippines can further
promote their cultural and po-
litical relations, he added.

Nateg-Nouri  said that
Iran as a member of al or-
ganizations which strive for
peace, supports nuclear con-
trol and disarmament.

He criticized a “un-
judtifiable” the double stan-
dards used by the powerful
governments who  oppose
stockpile of nuclear weapons
by some countries while pro-
viding certain others with
such weapons.

He expressed hope that
Tehran and Manila would be
capable of following issues of
mutual interest following for-
mation of parliamentary
friendship groups.

Nateg Nouri told a gath-
ering of Iranians in Manila
Monday that the people and
government of Iran take the
highest pride in having held
out for amost eight yearsin a
war that was imposed on
them by the world arrogance.

He said contrary to the
whole volume of hostile
propagandain and outside of
Iran, Iran's legidative as
sembly is not in the least at
loggerheads with the pres-
ident.

|ran ready to cooperate for
development of ECO transportation

TEHRAN - Iran has
voiced readiness to contribute
to the formation of a guar-
anteeing association to boost
transportation and  transit-
related cooperation among
member states of the Econom-
ic Cooperation Organization
(ECO).

The announcement was
made at the end of a two-day
meeting of customs officials
of ECO member dates in
Ashkhabad. Given the Ilamic
Republic's experience in run-
ning transit ingtitutes and its
membership at Transport In-
ternational Routier ‘TIR' con-
vention, the Iranian delegation
underlined Tehran's readiness
to offer assistance to the Cen-
tral Asian countries to form
guaranteeing associations.

Deputy head of Customs
Administration of lran Jaafar
Yahyaei told IRNA in Ashk-
habad that Iran’s guaranteeing
association which is an affili-
ate to the Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines,
has so far conducted various
activities in such aress as pre-
paring road and railroad maps
which have been also offered
to ECO.

He said the Idamic Re-
public of Iran has aways wel-
comed expansion of coop-
eration among ECO members
in transportation and transit
areas and is ready to transfer
its expertise to other  mem-
bersin the said fields.

Yahyaei said Iran is the
cheapest and most economical
route for transportation and
transit of goods, adding that

Official:

currently the largest volume
of Turkmenistan’s cotton is
being exported to world mar-
kets via Iran while the coun-
try’s requirements are also be-
ing imported through Iranian
ports, railroads and roads.

On Sunday, ECO experts
discussed transportation and
transit-related issues within
the framework of the organiza-
tiona  regulations and fol-
lowed up the previous agree-
ments reached among  the
members.

For the first time in 1996,
and with the operation of
Mashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan  rail-
road, Central Asia was con-
nected to the western part of
ECO region which is valued
as areliable transit  route for
linking this part of the world
to Europe and internationa
waters. However, there are
&ill  certain  transportation
problems,  especidly in sur-
face transportation, as some
ECO member dates are far
from matching international
standards. In an effort to cope
with international standards,
Turkmenistan is currently re-
habilitating its road network
which demands a huge in-
vestment, parts of which is to
be met by foreign investors.

At present Ashkhabad-
Bgjgiran road on Iran's border
has been completed and is be-
ing extended towards west and
across the Caspian Sea coastal
line by an Iranian contractor.

The participants in ECO
session also discussed cus-
tomsrelated  issues among
member states.

No meeting between Americans,
[ranian ministers

TEHRAN - Deputy In-
formation  Minister  Ho-
jatoleslam  pour-M ohammadi
said on Monday that the 13-
member American delegation
who recently visited Iran, did
not meet with any Iranian
ministers. Participating in a
guestion-answer session with
college students in Semnan,
Pour-Mohammadi  said the
delegation was composed of
managers of commercial
companies and their families,
IRNA reported.

He refuted rumors that the
deputy chief of the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA)
and an envoy of U.S. Sec-
retary of State Madeleine
Albright were members of the
delegation.

Asked why the president
has taken stance towards mur-
der of Daryush Foruhar and
his wife, Pour-Mohammadi
said that in such cases that
threaten the country’s na
tional security, all officias
should be sensitive.
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