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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.

S Cad ) L ilol it
bole janaS (g ety (nlis

(85530 K jal oo Gl
Ettela’ at Publications
P.O. Box 2077
New York, NY 10116 - 2077

ORI PR T
Ettela’ at Publications
55 - 57 Banner Street
London EC1Y 8 PX

MLM.A ).)LA.&.)))) USA UK

(FAYIAYY O AYAA & 45

. . ol ool e (ilitd .
NV e TEL: 0181- 7503985 FAX: 0181- 7549922 | [#sisc: wasf frane.
Vo A CPYYLYAVA L O slells A wimesad o Ln € \ oy e LG 2o s S e Address:
V_A+_ROYAL_A¥ SN AT S ke S ASN Jom (sl i 30 canslia o6 o2 s AETRRTI
ROYAL INTERNATIONAL R ilod ST oo SBT ailao 1 Lidns ool sist MBI 512 e 18 cit Code
; 60329 FRANKFORT/M Ity: :
28 E JACKSON, STE #825 Unit 30 PHOENIX DISTRIBUTION PARK, PHOENIX WAY, HESTON | | 3¢ tearmeosr ens | | sae County:

CHICAGO, |IL 60604 Middlesex. Tw5 9NB - UK

fax: 069/235837

9 yaS1 (N g0 09 55
(VIR v yd o yi)

Fax: (905) 764 - 5578 Toll Free: 1-800 - 728-4969

05552 O Fw g ooy 0 led Y
BBV faS 500 95 92 O e 5 Be b Ol BLE plas 4y dll g L Y

i o) 895 (sliwigd 311y o )5 i g g MO

Tel: (416) 222 - 0202 & (905) 707 - 5050

WESTERN MONEY
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The fastest way to send money
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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lran, German banks hold talks on

rescheduling debts

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran is negotiating with a number of
German banks to receive a DIrs one billion-loan to reschedule payment of its

debtsin arrears, it was announced on Tuesday.

Talks are underway between the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) and a con-

sortium comprising some 40 German banks.

Ulrich Zimpel, head of the loans department of the German Exports
Credit Organization told IRNA that the talks are going on and will be final-
ized within the next two weeks.

President Khatami:
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Parliament votes to shelve CBl governor:

Military might must be coupled
with morality

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Tuesday referred to faith
and strong bond with people
as the secret of the Iranian
armed forces success, adding
“the armed forces of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran must
be defender of the vaues,
goas and interests of the
system and the great Iranian
nation.”

Speaking at the epaulet
awarding  ceremony  of
‘Martyr Sattari’ Air Force
Academy, the president fur-
ther stated “the armed forces
should arm themselves with
up-to-date technology and
couple it with Islamic spir-
ituality as well as their cul-
tural identity, thus rendering
them at the service of the
sublimation of human beings
and the country,” IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to the endeav-
ors of the armed forces, es-
pecidly during the eight-
year sacred defense, Kha
tami said that learning about
the many endeavors and ac-
complishments of the armed
forces by the people would
strengthen their  solidarity
with the forces.

Khatami noted the fast
pace of progress in aero-
space and communications
sciences in the world, adding
that in absence of morality,
scientific progress can be-
come a source of mgjor dis-

asters for humanity.

Elsewhere in his speech,
the president highlighted the
importance of the Sattari
University to the country,
and told the new graduates
“this university is a source
of hope, and paints a bright
prospect for the armed forc-
es future and especialy that
of the A irForce.”

Stressing the importance
of research in the Air Force
Academy, the chief ex-
ecutive accentuated his ad-
ministrations commitment to
support and strengthen the
academy.

Prior to the president’s
speech, Chancellor of Mar-
tyr Sattari University Brig-
adier Genera Ali-Akbar
Showqi presented a status
report on various activities
of the university.

He further told the pres-
ident that the fighter
“Sdegeh’  (lightning), cur-
rently in the design phase,
would do its experimental
flight in the year 2001.

Khatami also visited the
laboratories of the Martyr
Sattari  Academy, including
the academy’s aerodynamic
labs, its ultrasonic  wind-
tunnel, exhibit of the acad-
emy’s progress in building
airplane parts and aso
Owj aircraft industries com-
plex which over a year ago
delivered the jet fighter “Az-
arakhsh’.

Foreign Ministry spokesman:

At the conclusion of the
visit, Khatami had a meeting
with the senior commanders
of the Air Force, where he
lauded the force's out-
standing achievements in the
course of the scared defense.

The president also paid
tribute to martyrs of the Is-
lamic Revolution, Air Force
in particular, in front of the
memorial monument and lat-
er presented awards to a
number of academics, ex-
emplary personnel and top
graduates in various cat-
egories such as aerospace en-
gineering, maintenance, elec-
tronics, software, command
technology engineering and
air control.

President Khatami
awarded an epaulet to a ca-
det representing other new
trainees and later reviewed
the cadet units stationed on
the flag hoisting ground.

Defense Minister Rear
Admira  Ali  Shamkhani,
Chief of Staff of the armed
forces Magjor General Hassan
Firouzabadi, Army Com-
mander Major General Ali
Shahbazi, Air Force Com-
mander Brigadier Genera
Hassan Bagaei and a number
of army commanders at-
tended the ceremony.

A group of military at-
taches of foreign countriesin
Iran were also present on the
occasion.

No talksheld on Ocalan’strip tolran

TEHRAN - lran's For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Hamid-Reza  Asefi  an-
nounced here Tuesday the
Islamic Republic of Iran so
far has not held any nego-
tiation and is not going to do
so regarding Abdullah Oc-
alan’'strip to Iran.

Referring to Ocalan’s re-
cent remarks in the Turin-
based Italian daily ‘La Stam-
pa and aso to a news about
the official visit to Tehran
by a Turkish delegation for
holding talks with the Ira-
nian officials on the prob-
able trip of the PKK leader
to Iran, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman totally
rejected the propagation of
such baseless news, IRNA
reported.

“At present a Turkish
delegation is in Tehran to
participate in the two coun-
tries’ high security commis-
sion which will be held eve-
ry six months regularly and

UAE delegation:

that the visit of the Turkish
delegation has nothing to
do with the Ocalan issue and
the recent developments,” he
said.

Asefi then referring to
the remarks of Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi during his recent visit to
Italy, said that Iran’s for-
eign minister in his response
to a question told the press
in Rome that “the Islamic
Republic of Iran is ready to
play a mediatory role in or-
der to defuse the existing
tension between Turkey and
Itay if the two countries
wished to do so.”

On recent move by the
United States to remove the
name of Islamic Republic
of Iran from the list among
the countries which were
supposed to be processing
and transiting illicit drug,
the Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman underlined that
the move comes a the

|ran suitable route for
transit of goods

BANDAR ANZALI, Gi-
lan - A visiting economic
delegation from the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) on
Tuesday termed Iran as a
suitable route for transit of
goods. Head of the delega-
tion while inspecting port
facilities at Bandar Anzali in
Gilan Province, said that
Iran provides a suitable and
short route for transit of
goods from the Persian Gulf

Iran, Iraq
to expand
cooper ation on
fateof MIAs

ABADAN, Khuzestan -
Iranian and Iragi officials in
charge of search for those
missing in action (MIAs) dur-
ing the Irag-lran war (1980-
88), held talks here on Tues-
day on expansion of joint
cooperation to determine the
fate of MIAs.

Head of Iran’s committee
in charge of search for MIAs
Mir Faysa Bagerzadeh told
IRNA that the main goa be-
hind his talks with Iragi of-
ficials was to locate bodies of
those Iranian combatants mar-
tyred during 'Karbala-4' and
‘Valfg-8' operations.

The talks between the Ira-
nian and Iraqi officials were
held aboard a ship in the Ar-
vand River.

Bagerzadeh said the two
sides had expressed satisfac-
tion with the progress of their
joint search operationsin Sha-
lamcheh and discussed ways
of extending the field of
search operations.

He said the two sides had
agreed to continue and
strengthen mutual  coop-
eration in thisfield.

littoral states to Centra
Asian countries.

The UAE merchants pre-
fer to ship their cargoes via
Iran to Central Asian coun-
tries due to the short dis
tance, he sad. The UAE
delegation arrived in Gilan
on Sunday and have so far
visited gpecial economic
zone at Bandar Anzali, port
facilities and instalations,
Anzai wetland, tourist at-
tractions in Langroud, La
hijan, Gisom-e Talesh and
Daylaman.

The delegation also met
and conferred with Gilan's
governor general and loca
economic and administrative
officials on issues of mutual
interests. The UAE delega-
tionisin Iran to study transit
of goods from the Persian
Gulf to Central Asian coun-
tries via the northern Iranian
province of Gilan.

wrong timing. He aso crit-
icized the United States
stance on announcing that
the U.S. would keep a regu-
lar watch on Iran’s activities
with regard to narcotics.

The international com-
munity has aways con-
firmed the relentless cam-
paign of the Islamic
Republic of Iran against
drug trafficking and its tran-
sit to other countries, he
said.

motion on gasoline price
for two months

TEHRAN - In the open session of the Islamic Con-

sultative Assembly (Majlis) on

Wednesday the repre-

sentatives, after two hours of deliberations voted to shelve the
‘urgent’ motion to determine the price of gasoline for the
next Iranian year (starts March, 21). The ‘double urgency’ of
the motion was approved in Tuesday’s session of the Magjlis.
At Wednesday's open session, presided over by Vice-
Speaker Hassan Rowhani and attended by members of the
Guardian Council, 11 proponents and opponents of the mo-
tion expressed their views. Oil Minister Bijan Namdar-
Zanganeh, representing the government, also talked on the is-

sue.

After discussions on the outlines of the plan a proposal to
shelve the plan was submitted by some of the MPs.

Mohammad Reza Bahonar, representative from Tehran,
spoke for, and Ahmad Rasoulingjad, deputy from Damavand
and Firouzkooh spoke against the proposal.

Then the Majlis voted on the proposal which was ap-
proved by an overwhelming majority.

After the voting, Rowhani said, “the decision was a brave
one and despite yesterday’s vote to approve the double-
urgency of the motion, today the shelving of the plan was ap-
proved in order to carry out further expert studiesonit.”

He added that the voting was neither for nor against an in-
crease in the price of gasoline, but was in favor of continua-

tion of further expert studies.

The motion had proposed a price of RIs 250 per liter in the
next lranian year. The current price of gasoline is Rls 200 per
liter. (Each dollar equals RIs 300 at official rates.)

Interior minister:

Komi president arrivesin Gilan
to visit industrial units

RASHT, Gilan - President of Komi, a republic within the Russian Fed-
eration, Yuri Spiridonov, arrived in this northern province Wednesday on a
three-day visit.

Heading a nine-member delegation, Spiridonov is to visit various in-
dustrial and manufacturing units throughout the province.

According to provincia governor genera’s office, Spiridonov is being
accompanied by ministers of industries, communication, transport and com-
merce of the Komi Republic. The Komi Republic, with 1.2 million popula-
tion, is situated west of Russia.

Buy-back schemes, foreign facilities
to bring country out of recession

TEHRAN - Governor of
the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Mohsen Nourbakhsh
said that budgets of the cur-
rent year and of the next year
cal for use of Dlrs 7.9 bil-
lion worth of foreign sources
and buy-back schemesto im-
plement various projects.

Taking to reporters, he
added that these facilities
would be effective in getting
the country out of recession,
provided that projects are
implemented using at least
40 percent of domestic re-
sources, IRNA reported.

He said that the current
and next vyear's (starts
March, 21) budget bills, pre-
dict DIrs 5.4 hillion worth of
buy-back schemes in the ail,
gas, industries, mines, and
metal's sectors.

Nourbakhsh said that
Dlrs 2.5 hillion worth of for-
eign facilities has aso been
envisaged which will be paid
back out of the profits of the

projects, reiterating that if 40
percent of the projects use
domestically manufactured
equipment, then the expected
annual  investments in the
country will amount to ap-
proximately RIs 5,000 bil-
lion.

He added that providing
facilities to the construction
sector,  buy-back schemes
and use of foreign sources
are among the means em-
ployed by the CBI to in-
vigorate the economy and in-
crease employment.

The CBI governor said
that these plans are part of a
national economic  re
habilitation plan which has
been ratified and is to be im-
plemented step-by-step.

Rejecting the notion that
the foreign banks refuse to
accept Iran’s letters of credit,
Nourbakhsh said, “currently,
foreign banks accept al of
Iranian letters of credits.”

He added that the CBI

Iran never allows any terrorist group
to be active on Its sl

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari told visiting Turkish
Deputy Interior Minister
Yahya Gour here on Tues
day that Iran, being basically
against terrorism, will not al-
low any terrorist group to be
active on its soil.

Lari said that Iran's op-
position to terrorism stems
from its Islamic ideology
and it has time and again
proved its opposition in
practice, IRNA reported.

He said that certain
Western  countries,  pre-
tending to be against terror-
ism, practicaly prepare the
ground for development of
terrorism.

Iran has suffered the
most from terrorism and
there are countries whose

officials and people have fal-
len victims to terrorism, re-
gretted Lari.

Iran has fought terrorism
for the past 20 years, thus ac-
quiring valuable ex-
periences in this field, he
added.

Gour for his part ap-
preciated cooperation be-
tween Tehran and Ankara
aong their joint borders and
said the Iranian and Turkish

nations have  coexisted
peacefully for thousands of
years.

He said that Turkey has
full confidence in Iran's
friendship and good will.

Gour invited Lari to pay
an official visit to Turkey,
which was welcomed by the
former.

In a separate meeting

ergy
The

istry.

the local experts in

Secretary of the seminar, Dr. Ali
Hagtalab told IRNA that the seminar
aims to update scientific information of
the field of pro-
duction and reprocessing of crude oil, oil
economy, gas, energy economy and man-
agement, and environment.

Iran to host international seminar
on exhaustible energy resources

TEHRAN - With participation of ail
experts from 20 countries, the second in-
ternational seminar on exhaustible en-
resources will start work here on
Saturday, it was announced Tuesday.
three-day seminar
sponsored by the Scientific Researches
Council and Tarbiat-e Modarres Uni-
versity in cooperation with the Oil Min-

is co-

jects.

The secretariat of the seminar has re-
ceived 300 articles 110 of which will be
presented during the seminar, he said add-
ing that 50 percent of the rticles has been
written either by non-Iranian experts or Ira-
nians residing in U.S., United Arab Emi-
rates, Canada, Jordan and Kuwait.

According to Hagtalab, lecturers will
also deliver speeches on different topicsin-
cluding oil and gas production in the Mid-
dle East, opportunities and competition in
the 21st century, Iran’s oil industry and
prospect of international cooperation, Cas-
pian oil and gas resources, nuclear energy
and foissil fuel, environmental
and their impacts on execution of oil pro-

obstacles

Annan tells Kharraz:

UAE ready to resume
talks with Iran

TEHRAN - The United
Nations Secretary Genera
Kofi Annan told Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi that the United Arab
Emirates was ready to re-
sume talks with the Islamic
Republic of Iran on the ques-
tion of the Iranian islands in
the Persian Gulf.

The U.N. chief who was
in Abu Dhabi to attend the
summit meeting of the Per-

sian Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil, talked to the Iranian for-
eign minister on the phone,
according to a statement is-
sued by the Foreign Ministry
and quoted by IRNA here
Tuesday.

“Mr. Annan said (to
Kharrazi) that the UAE ruler
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-
Nayhan, at a meeting with
him (in Abu Dhabi) had
voiced the desire of his

from Athens.

tival.

vember and ended Monday.

Iranian film wins best screen play
award at Cairo film festival

TEHRAN - The officia Iranian entry ‘To Be or Not to Be' by Kyanoosh Ayyari won
the best screenplay award at the Cairo international film festival.

“To afilm which had a very tight structure, brave approach, sincere and warm image
about transforming society served by a remarkable teamwork of actors who conveyed the
pulse of red life the international jury presents the award for best screen play to Kyanoosh
Ayyari,” announced John Malkovic, president of thisyear’s Cairo film festival.

The prize was handed to Ayyari by Egyptian actor Khalid al-Nabawi, IRNA reported

The best film award the “Golden Pyramid” was won by Indian film “The Terrorist”.

The international jury was made up of eight members from the U.S., China, Italy, Brit-
ain, Egypt, Syria, Poland and France.

The head of the jury, John Malkovich, is an American director, actor and producer.

The award ceremony for the 22nd Cairo film festival was carried live by Egyptian tele-
vision from the Cairo Opera House.

It was the first time that the Islamic Republic of Iran participated in the Cairo film fes-

Besides Ayyari’s‘To Be or Not to Be' which entered the official festival contest, aspe-
cial section of the festival, lights on Iranian cinema, was devoted to Iranian film.
Nine Iranian films were screened at the festival which had lifted its screen on 25 No-

country to resume bilateral
talks with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran,” the Foreign
Ministry statement said.

In responsg, it said, For-
eign Minister Kharrazi re-
ferred to areas of common
interest and cooperation be-
tween Iran and the UAE and
said: "as we have announced
time and again, we welcome
visits by UAE officids to
Iran to hold bilateral nego-
tiations and to eliminate mis-
understandings.”

The UAE clams sov-
ereignty over the three Ira
nian islands of Abu Musa,
and the Greater and Lesser
Tonbs. Iran regjects the claim
and cdls it a “mis
understanding” which must
be resolved through diaog,
the report said.

Annan and Kharrazi also
discussed important regional
and international issues, in-
cluding the lragi crisis,
Iran’s positive role in re-
ducing the scope of the cri-
sis, as well as the achieve-
ments of the Iranian
president’'s September visit
to New York to attend the
U.N. Generd Assembly
meeting.

with  Parliament  Vice-
Speaker Hassan Rowhani
also on Tuesday, the Turkish
deputy interior  minister
said Turkey will never allow
any aggression to be
launched against Iran from
itsterritory.

The Turkish official add-
ed that Ankara attaches great
importance to its friendly
tieswith Tehran.

Expressing satisfaction
with the activities of the
joint lran-Turkey high se-
curity commission and joint
security committee, Gour
said Turkey is ready to re-
inforce its cooperation with
Iran in various domains es-
pecialy in campaign against
illicit drugs and terrorism.

Rowhani referring to the
historic, cultural, religious
and social commonalties be-
tween the two countries said
that Iran will not sacrifice
its friendship with Turkey

for anything and that Tehran
is bent on strengthening its
bonds with Ankara.

Calling joint borders be-
tween Iran and Turkey as
borders of peace and friend-
ship, Rowhani said no one
can disturb long borders and
the two countries should
safeguard the safety of the
border settlers.

Underling the role of the
high security commission in
removing any probable mis-
understandings between the
two countries, Rowhani wel-
comed the idea of promoting
Tehran-Ankara cooperation
in the campaign against ter-
rorism and drug trafficking.

He further expressed
Iran’s concern over the mil-
itary presence of the Zionist
regime in Turkey and said
that Tehran hopes Ankara
takes these concerns into
consideration.

has resolved possible dif-
ficulties that may arise from
non-payment of letters of
credit and has hold dis
cussion on the issue with
foreign parties involved.

The CBI governor fur-
ther noted that currently, the
CBI has entered into nego-
tiations with some foreign
insurance companies to pro-
vide coverage for future for-
eign investments in the
country.

He said that, athough
the economic crisis gripping
the South-East Asia and re-
duction in OPEC revenues
have resulted in increase in
the rate of risk capital, how-
ever, CBI strives to nego-
tiate favorable terms with
foreign institutions.

Referring to an inflation
rate of 17-18 percent in the
country, he added, “inflation
rate is less than 20 percent
this year and is estimated to
be 23-24 percent next year.”

“Stability in foreign ex-
change rates is a firm policy
pursued by the CBI and ac-
tivities of the bank depends
on the economic re-
habilitation program,” he
said “fluctuation in the for-
eign exchange rates are de-
pendent on the market de-
mand which the bank is
trying to control.”

Referring to the price of
oil and the next year budget,
Nourbakhsh said, “the price
of oil the government has es-
timated for its next year
budget is less than Dlrs 12
per barrel but, currently, due
to seasonal fluctuations the
price stands at less than Dlrs
10.”

“The budget is based on
the average price of oil for
the year, and if the parlia-
ment concludes that the price
of oil may be less than Dlrs
10 then, the budget can be
revised to take into account
the new price, he noted.

On the government's
sale of bond, Nourbakhsh
said that the expected rev-
enues are estimated to be Rls
2,500 billion from the sale of
bonds to the public, in addi-
tion to one percent in taxes
charged to the buyers.

lran, Tunisiasign joint
cooperation agreement

TEHRAN - Agreements
on bilateral cooperation of the
export promotion bureaus as
well as shipping and maritime
trade between Iran and Tunisia
were signed at the end of the
second  joint  commission
meeting here Tuesday.

According to the agree-
ment on shipping and mar-
itime trade signed by Iranian
Foreign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi and his Tunisian counter-
part Saeed ben Mustapha, the
Isamic Republic of Iran
Shipping Lines (IRISL) an-
nounced its preparedness to
transport Tunisian goods to
destinations in Europe and
ports in the Middle East and
southern Iran. It aso agreed to
set up a joint shipping route
with its  Tunisan partner,
IRNA reported.

The two sides aso agreed
to findlize the accord on inter-
national transportation  of
goods and passengers during
the period January-March
1999 at a meeting in either
Tehran or Tunis.

The agreement on bilateral
cooperation between the two
export promotion bureaus en-
visages joint studies on ex-
panding exchange of goods
between the two countries as
well as goods of the two coun-
tries exported to a third coun-
try.

This agreement  was
signed by Deputy Commerce
Minister and head of the Ex-
port Promotion Center of Iran
Mojtaba Khosrowtgj and his
Tunisian counterpart, Alhadi
ibn-Ramzan.

The agreement further pro-
vides for the exchange of com-
mercial data and regulations
and holding seminars to ac-
quaint businessmen of the two
countries of each other's ec-
onomic and trade facilities.

Encouraging Iranian and
Tunisian manufacturing and
commercial companies to par-
ticipate in international trade
fairs in the two countries, ex-
changing trade delegations

both in the public and private
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sectors and preparing the cur-
ricula for joint training pro-
grams are among other as-
pects anticipated in the
agreement.

The two sides also agreed
to expand consultations and
exchange of views within the
framework of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO), Or-
ganization of the Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) while also com-
piling a new framework
governing trade exchanges be-
tween the two countries.

At the end of the meeting
of the joint economic commis-
sion, Kharrazi and Mustapha
addressed a press conference
in which they emphasized the
political will of the leaders of
the two countries to further
promote bilateral ties and
solveregional problems.

Kharrazi described the an-
nouncement of the U.S. gov-
ernment to remove Iran from
the list of major producers of
narcotics as a ‘lae ac-
knowledgement’. He said that
no nation can deny Iran's
leading role in combatting il-
licit drugs.

He further said that Iran is
fully engaged in a war against
drug trafficker and so far over
2,350 security forces have
been martyred  for this cause

Elsewhere, Kharrazi said,
“Iran is not at al prepared to
receive Abdullah Ocalan on
its territory and Tehran is fully
prepared to act as a mediator
between Ankara and Rome to
reduce tension over the leader
of the Kurdish Workers Party
(PKK).”

Turning to issue con-

cerning Iran's ties with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),
the foreign minister said that
he welcomed the gpeech
made by UAE Emir, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan a-Nahyan
on resolving the exigting dif-
ferences through bilatera
talks.

He stressed that the ex-
isting differences between Iran
and the UAE is not a matter of
mediation but an exchange of
bilateral talkson the subject.

“It is now UAE's turn to
take the initiative to resolve
the matter with the Iamic Re-
public of Iran,” said Iran’sfor-
eign minister.

On the case of the German
national detained in Iran,
Kharrazi said this is purely a
judicial affair and the foreign
ministries of the two countries
should refrain from inter-
vening in the issue to po-
liticize the matter.

“Time should be given to
the judicia branch and that no
political pressures should be
exerted in regard to the de-
cison to be made. We are in
touch with the German gov-
ernment on the subject,” said
Kharrazi.

The Tunisian foreign min-
ister said the talks with his Ira-
nian counterpart centered on
political issues. Saeed ben
Mustapha noted that the ex-
isting atmosphere in Tehran-
Tunis ties will lead to further
promotion of hilateral ties
keeping in mind the interests
of the two countries while at
the same time help in the es-
tablishment of peace and sta-
bility in theregion.
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