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Iran, Tajikistan to discuss bilateral
cooperation, regional issues

TEHRAN - Tgjik President Imamali Rahmonov left Dushanbe for Tehran
on Sunday at the head of a high-ranking delegation for an officia visit to Iran at

the invitation of hisIranian counterpart Mohammad Khatami.

While in Tehran, Tajik officials will discuss expansion of bilateral econom-

ic, political and cultural cooperation as well as regional issues, including those | N
concerning Afghanistan with their Iranian counterparts.

Head of the Tajik National Reconciliation Commission Abdullah Nouri,
First Deputy Prime Minister Akbar Turjonzoda, Foreign Minister Talbak Naz-
arov, Economy Minister Davlyat Usmon, Defense Minister Major General She-
rai Khayrulioyev, Transport Minister Fariddun Muhiddinov, Culture, Press
and Information Minister Bobokhon Mahmadov and a number of parlia-
mentarians and political personalities will accompany President Rahmonov in

his Tehran visit.

President Khatami:
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Peace, security prerequisite for

Divinereligions, main advocates

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami, in a
message to the international
conference on Islam and hu-
man rights, here on Saturday
referred to divine religions
as main advocates of human
rights and dignity, and added
that Islam in particular has
placed great emphasis on
defending the legitimate
rights of human beings.

The president’s message
further said that the many in-
justices and oppression as
the result of the long history
of colonialism, despotism
and exploitations in the
world, mandate all thinkers
and justice seekers to give
special attention to intro-
ducing and promoting the di-
vine-inspired human rights.

To promote the im-
portance Islam attaches to
freedom of man aso helps
dismiss the notion that the
concept of human rights has
its roots outside of the world
of Islam, Khatami added.

The chief executive in
conclusion expressed hope
that through such gatherings,
Islamic scholars would suc-
ceed in presenting the real
attractive image of Islam and
also in helping the much pro-
moted ‘dialog amongst civ-

of human rights

ilizations'.

The two-day conference
of Isslam and human rights,
will focus on the issue of in-
dividua rightsin Islam and
the dilemma of conflict be-
tween individual and group
rights.

The conference, or-
ganized by the Culture and
Islamic Communications Or-
ganization, is attended by
thinkers and lawyers from
Iran, Britain, Finland, Leb-
anon and the U.S.

In another development,
President Khatami told a
congregation of seminarians
that “religion is an innate
nature of mankind, and that
the teachings of the prophet
(peace be upon him) is based
upon thought while serving
as a reminder rather than
being an assertive orienta-
tion and imposed ideas in the
minds of people.”

“Religion being the most
precious jewel for mankind
has been preserved by spir-
itual leaders specificaly the
Shi’ite Mudlim scholars af-
ter the death of the last mes-
senger of Allah (peace be
upon him),” said the pres-
ident.

Referring to Iran’s pop-
ulation being young, Pres-

National Security Council meets:

Government urged to pursue murcer cases

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Na
tional Security Council held
a meeting Saturday night
presided over by President
Mohammad Khatami.

During the session, In-
formation and Interior min-
istries presented reports on
the recent suspicious mur-
ders.

The two ministers were
ordered to vigorously pursue
the murder cases.

The council’s secretariat
was aso charged with mak-
ing the necessary arrange-
ments in this respect.

Meanwhile, a senior In-
terior Ministry official said
on Saturday that a specia
committee has been set up at
the National Security Coun-
cil to investigate the recent
“political  killings’ in the
country.

“We have found some
clues and a number of peo-
ple have been arrested in
connection with the kill-
ings,” Deputy Interior Min-
ister Mostafa Tajzadeh told
the daily Akhbar, quoted by
IRNA.

“Whatever their motive
and intention may be, the
short-term target (of the per-
petrators) is Mr. Khatami’s

administration and in the
long run they aim at the en-
tire system of the Islamic
Republic,” Tajzadeh said at
a meeting with a group of
Tehran University students.
He urged the students to
help provide a climate in the

country so that everyone
would condemn these
crimes. “lIt must become

clear that all the factions
will seriously deal with such
events because, the public
opinion play a significant
role in perpetuation or abate-
ment of such trends.”

Two writers, Majid
Sharif and  Mohammad
Mokhtari, who were dis-
appeared over the past

couple of weeks, were found
dead

A third author, Mo-
hammad Pouyandeh, aso
disappeared earlier this week
and the daily Iran reported
Sunday that his body has
been found in a Tehran sub-
urb. However, the report has
not been confirmed by of-
ficial sources.

The Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance issued
a statement on Saturday,
“strongly condemning” the

China.

|ran beats china 2-1

TEHRAN - Iran beat China 2-1 to solidify its chance of
qualifying for quarter finals of the Asian games here.

All the three goals of the match were scored in the first
half, with Karim Bageri (28th minute) and Ali Daei (31st
minute) scoring for Iran, and Li Jy Yu (10th minute) for

China dtill retain the leader of the group. Oman-
Tajikistan match determined Iran’s fate.

ident Khatami said, “our
main asset is the youth and
that if the academic semi-
narians and scholars fail to
find a way to communicate
with the youth we will lose
this most important base of
the Islamic Revolution.”

“It is clear that our youth
are truly attached to this Is-
lamic Revolution and that
we need to broaden our ways
of percelving  things.”

Both the executive and
legidative branches are try-
ing to design the decisions
according to Islamic pre-
cepts, said the president add-
ing the sovereign state of Is-
lamic Revolution should try
to accommodate the youth,
women and men to effective-
ly participate in determining
their own fate.

“We should not bar the
youth from maintaining
questioning attitude in the
community and if we do so
they will find other outlets
and places to raise ther
questions and they will def-
initely interpret our re-
strictions as the religion of
Islam having no answer for
them,” the president stated.

“Today we have to work
on two different fronts, one
being the front where

murder of  Mohammad
Mokhtari. It said Mokhtari’s
death was a tragic loss for
the lranian cultural and lit-
erary community.

“Under the present con-
ditions, the society needs
tranquility and security as
well as creative cultural forc-
es in various fields more
than ever, and the murder of
Mokhtari is not an issue to
be simply overlooked,” said
the ministry’ s statement.

The ministry strongly
condemned the murder call-
ing it “an inhuman act,
whatever the intentions or
aims of the perpetrators may
be.”

thoughts and concepts could
be disseminated and the oth-
er front would be defending
the Islamic and Islamic Rev-
olution values without hav-
ing the fear of those values
being tarnished through new
concepts and ideas,” Kha
tami pointed out.

“We should try not to
show reaction towards new
ideas,” he said.

Khatami said the country
was in no way undergoing
any form of crisis and that
the economic situation is un-
der full control. However, he
admitted that there were
some difficulties which were
being exploited and ex-
aggerated by some sources
who want to say that Iranian
society enjoys no stability

and tranquility.
“In the Iranian month of
Shahrivar (August-

September) we had a growth
of 44 percent in the export of
non-oil goods and at the
same time there was a 20
percent fal in export rev-
enue,” the president said.
“We are trying to find
ways for two new resources -
in the private sector as well
as at internationa levels.
Therefore confidence needed
to be built and assurances

given in matters of in-
vestment securities,” said
Khatami.

Foreign Ministry

spokesman:
lran’'s

cooperation

with Russia

transparent

TEHRAN - The spokes-
man for the Iranian Foreign
Ministry, Hamid-Reza As
sefi  categorically denied
charges raised by the U.S.
secretary of state that Iran is
cooperating with Russian re-
search centers for production
of biological weapons.

The spokesman termed
the charge as “a propaganda
ploy” to hinder technolog-
ical development of Iran par-
ticularly in the field of bio-
logical sciences, adding that
the charge is part of plots be-
ing engineered by certain
anti-Iran circles in America
for particular economic-
political purposes, IRNA re-
ported.

He described Iran’s sci-
entific cooperation with Rus-
sian research and scientific
centers as being “quite trans-
parent” and for “peaceful
purposes.”

Pointing out that the re-
sults of many research pro-
jects conducted jointly by
Iran and Russia have so far
been published worldwide as
scientific achievements, As-
sefi stressed that Iran will go
ahead with its peaceful sci-
entific and research projects.

|ran appointed deputy chairman
of Asian Gymnastics Confederation

TEHRAN - Head of Iran’'s Gymnastics Federation, Hassan Ram-
ezanpour, in Bangkok Friday was appointed as deputy-chairman of Asian
Gymnastics Confederation and head of West Asian Countries Gymnastics
Federation. The appointment was made during the annual congress of Asia's
Gymnastics Confederation, IRNA reported from Bangkok.

According to Iran’s embassy here, Vice-Chairman of Iran’s Gymnastics
Federation Ali Goharkhani was appointed as secretary general of West Asian
Countries Gymnastics Federation. Head coach of Iran’s national gymnastics
team, Mohammad Azar-Pei, and lran's Afsar Javidi were respectively ap-
pointed as member of the technica committee of West Asia Gymnastics
Federation and women gymnastics technical committee.

devel opment

TEHRAN Substitute
leader of Friday congrega-
tional prayersin Tehran Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani said
missile manufacturing that
Iran started from scratch is
now a native technology
for which Iran does not need
assistance from any other
country.

Speaking to thousands of
worshippers at the Tehran
University  compound, he
said perhaps the people will
not appreciate the truth of
this general statement, but
those who have travelled on
that road know very well
that advanced technology
and science is necessary for
building economic infra-
structure and for ensuring
economic development,
IRNA reported.

In part of his sermon,
Rafsanjani warned the Ira
nian people against falling
into divisive pitfals that
were laid on their way by
the foreign enemies of the Is-
lamic Revolution. He said
the Western-style recipe for
freedoms prescribed by
Westerners was not to be
trusted.

Hashemi Rafsanjani said
the values propagandized by
the Westerners looked good
on the surface but, he said,
the persons with sanguine
hands could not heartily
shake hands with the people
of Iran.

U.N. offered no mediation
between Iran, UAE

TEHRAN - The U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on Friday denied news reports

that he had offered

to mediate between Iran and the United Arab Emirates to resolve

their differences over the three Iranian islands of Abu Musa, the Greater and Lesser

Tonbs.

Annan visited the UAE earlier this week to attend the summit meet of the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council, IRNA reported from New Y ork.
“The secretary general wishes to clarify that he has not offered mediation,” the office
of the U.N. chief said in astatement issued on Friday.
It added that at a meeting with  UAE President Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al-Nayhan,
Annan had “encouraged the UAE government to find a mutually acceptable solution to
theissue of Abu Musa’ island.
The U.N. chief also expressed hope that the UAE government would resume talks
with Iran on the issue, the statement said.
A diplomat close to the United Nations said on Monday that during his visit to Abu
Dhabi, Annan had proposed mediating between the UAE and Iran if bilateral nego-

tiations failed.

The substitute leader of
Friday congregational
prayers aso said that the
United States was system-
atically engaging in a smear
campaign against the gov-
ernment and people of Iran
the most recent of its de-
famatory lies against the Is-
lamic government, he said,
having been an effort to de-
velop microbiological weap-
ons alegedly with the help
of Russian biologists. He
said during the war years
with Irag the Islamic gov-
ernment was able to develop
chemical weapons but it did
not do so as a matter of prin-
ciple which was true despite
the fact that the same West-
erners had equipped Irag
with the same weapons.

In his second sermon,
charman of the Nationa
Expediency Council said
that people must be polit-
icaly-minded, and they
must play their role. But, he
stressed, to encounter others
with agrudge, and to try to
stigmatize and oust one an-
other would not be plau-
sible. “Today peace and se-
curity are more important
to us than food for our sup-
per,” he said.

“It is necessary for us to
get to know our enemies
and their goals while also
knowing everything about
ourselves and about the road
that we have travelled with
agony over decades before
and after the (triumph of
the) Islamic Revolution.”

Pointing to the new a-
legations that Americans
raised against Iran, Raf-
sanjani said, “they say Iran
has employed Russian  sci-
entists to acquire knowledge
of biotechnology with the
idea of producing micro-

biological weapons. This ac-
cusation is much more dras-
tic and extreme than what
they had earlier alleged about
chemical weapons, and mis-
siles. They have gone even
so far as to threaten the
Russians for that. The goals
of the United States behind
such allegations is to pre-
vent lIran acquiring the
knowledge and the tech-
nology that is needed for
building a strong and in-
dependent nation. Today,
nuclear science is necessary
for travelling on the road to
the globa civilization. On
the other hand the eight years
of war proved that to have a
strong self-defense power is
necessary for Iran whereas
they (the Americans) are
pressing Iran to do without
those two necessaries.”

The Americans know
that the oil industry is some-
thing with which to begin,
for the same reason they im-
pose their first sanctions
against oil-related  coop-
eration with Iran, he said.

On the same token, Raf-
sanjani added, on the pretext
of wanting to make it im-
possible for Iran to produce
biological weapons they do
not want to see Iran acquire
knowledge of biotechnology
which is among in-
dispensable sciences for a
nation.

“They dry up our fi-
nancial resources, and they
are aso trying to dry up our
scientific resources. Could
there be a more brutal enemy
than that? Our enemies are
acting dastardly, but despite
that we will march on our
road confident that they will
not be able to stop Iran in its
march on the road to national
construction...”

Iran criticizes U.N.
human rights resolution

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hamid-Reza
Asefi here on Saturday crit-
icized the U.N. resolution on
status of human rightsin Iran,

Italian company to offer financial
facilitiesto Iran

TEHRAN - Director
Genera of Italian Isukoma

Plast Union, Claudio Celata

announced here Thursday
that a private Italian  bank
has agreed to provide a Dirs
1.2 billion to Iran for the
purchase of required in-
dustrial equipment.

He said that according to
the agreement, DIrs 240 mil-
lion will be allocated for pro-
moting the exports of prod-

ucts from smal- and
medium-scae industries,
IRNA reported.

Masterbatch or colored
granules are used for dyeing

chemical plastic materials.
Referring to the fact that
Iranian and Itadian banks
have undertaken to pay Dlrs
one million in export loans
for small- a medium-scale
industries, he suggested that
the amount of loans should
be cut down owing to a lack
of financial resources of
such plants so that they can
utilize the allocated loans.
He pointed to Italy’s po-
tential in tire and plastic ma
chinery and said that coun-
try has produced about Dlrs
four billion worth of machin-
ery, of which 70 percent,
equivalent to Dirs 2.8 hillion,

World scholars developing positive
outlook towards Iran

TEHRAN - Western
scholars and researchers have
been developing a positive
outlook towards Iran due to
the developments emerging in
the Idamic Republic in recent
years.

The issue was emphat-
ically stressed last week at the
32nd session of the Middle
East Studies Ingtitute of North
Americain Chicago which de-
voted magjor portions of its
round table discussions to var-
ious Iran-related topics, IRNA
reported from Athens.

During the session which
was also attended by a large
number of Iranians expatriates
residing in Europe and the
U.S., a number of Iranian
scholars outlined their view-
points on different topics con-

cerning Iran.
Addressing the session,
Mohammad Kazem  Sg-

jadpour who is a member of
Iranian Foreign Ministry’s In-
stitute of Political and Inter-
national Studies (IPIS), wel-
comed the positive outlook
which has been developed to-
wards Iran.

In his address focused on
Iran-Arab ties and prospects,
Sajjadpour said relaions be-
tween the Idamic Republic
and Arab countries are grow-
ing in various fields, adding
that the trend has taken a mo-
mentum.

Pointing to the reason for
promotion of Iran-Arab ties,
he sad similar sociad prob-
lems affecting all regiond
Arab countries have encour-
aged them to adopt a peace-
seeking attitude in their for-
eign policy.

Elsewhere in his speech,
Sajjadpour said dueto its dou-
ble-standard policy towards
Iran, Arabs, Pdestinians and
Isragl, the U.S. has been faced
with a serious crisis which has
put its political credibility at
stake.

He pointed to the develop-
ment caused by the emergence
of satellites and expansion of
technology in thefield of tele-
communications as another
reason for promotion of Iran’s
relations with Arab countries.

Sajjadpour stressed that to-
day Arab leaders and nations

highly respect President Mo-
hammad Khatami's ideas and
thoughts, adding that the pres-
ident’s full knowledge of the
developments in the Arab
world has played akey rolein
expansion of theseties.

Another speaker at the ses-
sion, Tabibiyan from the De-
velopment Planning Ingtitute,
focused on the economic situa
tion and population develop-
ment in the Islamic Republic
of Iran.

He said the current Sump
in il prices and its impact on
Iran's  revenues is not con-
sidered a serious issue because
the country has experienced a
similar problem in the past.

He said problems em-
anating from plummeting oail
prices, has encouraged Iran to
widely expand its non-oil sec-
tors such as agriculture and
telecommunications.

An academician from Teh-
ran University, Ms. Lotfian,
outlining Iran’s foreign policy
said that detente, broadening
relations with neighbors,
cooperation with international
organizations and further ex-

pansion of the scope of activ-
ities of the Organization of the
Idamic Conference are for-
eign policy highlights of Pres-
ident Khatami's administra-
tion.

The participants at the ses-
sion aso heard remarks by
Mohyeddin Mesbahi  from
Florida International  Uni-
versity on relations between
Iran and Central Asia.

He said that relations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Centrd Asia are
based on factors such asthe is-
sue of identity in  Centra
Asia, the U.S. role and be
havior in the region and the
independent role of each re-
public. The 32nd annua ses-
son of the Middle East In-
stitute of North  America was
held in Chicago, U.S, last
week with participation of
2,500 scholars and experts on
Middle East affairs. Some
500 articles and papers were
offered to the session by the
participants on various issues
concerning the Middle East,
upto 50 of which were on the
eventsin lran.

was exported.

A great volume of the ex-
ports, he noted, went to Eu-
ropean Union  countries.
Since Iran is the fourth larg-
est importer of machinery
fromltaly, Rome is trying to
increase the volume of Iran's
required machinery pur-
chase by providing loans and
facilities, said Celata.

Mailis speaker:

He dressed ltaly’'s ea
gerness to expand economic
ties with Iran and said that
Italy is prepared to cooperate
with Iranian industries in the
production of industrial ma-
chinery and meeting its pri-
mary materials requirements.

Iran, he went on, is on the
Italian priority list for the
training of specialists and in-
dustridists. He hoped that

Rome can provide suitable
services to  Iranian  in-
dustridistsin thisfield.

The conference which
was sponsored by the month-
ly Sanat-e Plastik, a factory
manufacturing  masterbatch
dyes and the Italian Isukoma
Plast Union, was held at the
Isamic Republic of Iran
Broadcasting  (IRIB) inter-
national conference center.

approved at the 53rd General
Assembly session of the
world body.

Asefi said that the resolu-
tion was the product of un-
realistic decision making
process at the U.N. and also
the result of the unsavory
objectives of its co-sponsors,
IRNA reported.

Increased opposition by
countries to the issuance of
such resolutions against Iran
is indicative of Iranian suc-
cess to make known the re-
dities of the country, said
Asefi.

Increasing support for
Iran also shows the inter-
national community’s objec-
tions to the politica use of
human rights issue, Asefi
added. He stressed that Iran
considers itself duty-bound
based on the Islamic teach-
ings to observe and honor hu-
man rights, and that “lran
would not take lessons on the
issue from anybody.”

All countries must cooperate with WIPO

TEHRAN - Speaker of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali-Akbar
Nateg-Nouri  expressed re-
gret over “unjust” move of
certain countries in  bene-
fitting from the intellectua
assets of other countries in
the fields of industry and
culture.

Nateg-Nouri  told Di-
rector General of the World
Intellectual  Property Or-
ganization (WIPO) Kamil
Idris here on Saturday that
al countries should coop-
erate with WIPO within the
framework of international
regulations, IRNA reported.

He said there is a center
in the Islamic Republic of
Iran which  follows the
WIPO objectives.

Idris, thanked Iran for
cooperating with his or-
ganization and called on Ira-
nian Magjlis to support WIPO
activities in Iran and in the
international community.

Meanwhile, Judiciary
chief Ayatollah Mohammad
Y azdi, here Saturday under-
lined the need for establish-
ment of an organization to
protect the intellectual prop-
erty rights.

Meeting with WIPO di-

rector general, currently in
Tehran to attend the Asia
Pecific seminar on im-
portance of management and
protection of industrial
property in the developing
countries, Yazdi said that an
organization should be es
tablished to protect the rights
of owners of discoveries, in-
novations, initiatives and
computer software.

The main task of the ju-
diciary is to protect the right
of every individual and
not to let people's rights be
trampled by others.

The WIPO chief lauded
Iran’s judiciary for its atten-
tionto intellectual property
rights.

The AsaPacific re
giona gathering on the im-
portance of management and
protection of industrial prop-
erty rights in the developing
countries started work here
Saturday.

Speaking at the opening
session of the seminar, at-
tended by the WIPO di-
rector general, deputy head
of the Iranian judiciary Reza
Zavarei underlined the need
for the developing countries
to utilize the scientific

achievements of man.
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He said that the main
task of the WIPO is to pro-
tect the innovations, sci-
entific and technical
achievements of human be-
ings.

Lack of proper grounds
has prevented the talents to
flourish in the developing
countries, he said.

Zavarei underlined that
through the laws protecting
the intellectual property
rights, Iran can protect its
handicrafts including carpet
and gelim industries as well
as its agricultural products
including saffron and pis-
tachio. Head of Iran's
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines, Ali
Nagi Khamoushi, also ad-
dressed the gathering saying
that intellectual property

rights including those of in-
dustrial  properties are
among inalienable rights of
every country and should be
protected.

Idris welcomed Iran
joining the WIPO, and fur-
ther called for remova of
ambiguities in the in-
tellectual  property  pro-
tection laws.

Furthermore, Idris called
for compiling a specific
strategy for protection of in-
tellectual property rights to
benefit al nations.

Experts from more than
18 countries from Asia and
Pacific are participating in
the three-day seminar which
is being held in the prem-
ises of Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries  and
Mines.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



