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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
Commercial
Car Shipment
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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WESTERN MONEY
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The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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IRVINE, CA 92619
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries

Marvin M. M oses
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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Heavy air pollution forces closure of

schools in capital

TEHRAN- The heavy air pollution in Tehran area forced closure of ele-
mentary schools in Tehran, Shahr-e Rey and Shemiranat on Monday .

The decision by Tehran Education Department was based on the rec-
ommendation of the Environmental Protection Organization which had
warned of severe air pollution partly due to the stagnant weather in the Ira-
nian capital. Lack of winds and precipitation during the recent days coupled
with the pollution due to the huge fleet of old cars worsened the air pollution

in the Iranian capital .
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Khatami, Rahmonov hold first round of talks

Iran, Taikistan discuss
key regional i1ssues

TEHRAN - Visiting Ta-
jik President Imomali Rah-
monov and Iran’s President
Mohammad Khatami held
their first round of official
negotiation here Sunday.

In the meeting, Pres-
ident Khatami welcomed
the Tajik president and his
entourage and noted that the
Islamic Republic of Iran and
Tajikistan are able to further

broaden bilateral relations
through existing  cultural,
historical and religious
backgrounds, IRNA re-
ported.

The Iranian chief ex-

ecutive said the two na-
tions were determined to
broaden cooperation based
on mutual respect.

President Khatami also
expressed hope that the visit
to Iran of his Tajik counter-
part will pave the way for
further expansion of the bi-
lateral relations.

President Rahmonov in
his talks thanked his Iranian
counterpart for his warm
hospitality. He also lauded
the Islamic Republic  of
Iran for dispatching hu-
manitarian relief assistance
to his country.

Referring to the existing
Irano-Tajik cooperation in
economic and cultura ar-
eas, Rahmonov called for

expansion of such relations
between the two nations.

The Tajik president ar-
rived here Sunday evening
and was greeted by Pres
ident Khatami at Sa dabad
Palace in northern Tehran.

Heading a ranking polit-
ical and economic delega-
tion, Rahmonov is to dis-
cuss boosting the two
countries economic and cul-
tural cooperation with Ira-
nian officials during his
three-day stay here.

Speaking to reporters
upon his arrival at the air-
port, he said his visit was
aimed at strengthening cul-
tural and economic coop-
eration with Iran and dis-
cussing key regional issues
with Iranian officials.

Underlining Iran's ef-
fective role in restoration of
peace in Tajikistan, Rah-
monov said Iran is a great
country and can play an out-
standing role in preservation
of peace and stability in the
region.

Calling on Iran’s private
sector to invest in Tajiki-
stan, the Tajik president
said grounds have been pre-
pared for investment in Taj-
ikistan and that the Tajik
government is ready to
cooperate with Iran in all
fields.

Iran, Bahrain play key role
In promotion of regional
cooperation

TEHRAN - Visiting Vice-Speaker of the Bahraini
Majlis (parliament) Ali-Muhammad Mattar held talks
here Sunday with his Iranian counterpart Hassan Ro-

whani.

In the meeting, Rowhani referring to the two nations'
historical, religious and cultural ties, expressed satisfac-
tion over promotion of the bilateral relations specifically
exchange of ambassadors between Tehran and Manama,

IRNA reported.

Terming Mattar’s visit to Iran as a turning point in
the Iran-Bahrain relations particularly the parliamentary
cooperation, he said that such exchange of visits will cer-
tainly prepare the ground for the two countries to take big
and positive strides towards further bolstering of the re-

lations.

The Iranian parliamentarian then stated that the prin-
ciples of President Khatami’s administration is based on

good neighborly

relations, non-interference in the inter-

nal affairs of other countries and mutual respect and that

Tehran believes that Iran and Bahrain through their bi-
lateral cooperation will be able to play a key role in the
further promotion of the regional cooperation.

Rowhani also the secretary of the Supreme National

Security Council

went on to say that a close relation be-

tween the Islamic Republic of Iran and each of the Per-
sian Gulf countries will be an initiation for creation of a
collective friendly relations among the regiona nations
and that a powerful regional security collective arrange-
ment isbest to provide the security of the Persian Gulf.
He noted that Tehran and Manama should make fur-
ther endeavors to  expand their parliamentary, cultural,

political and economic

cooperation to disappoint the

common enemies of the two nations.
The Bahraini parliamentarian said on his part that
Manamais ready to expand its multilateral relations with

Tehran.

Terming Bahrain and Iran as two members of the
same family, Mattar noted that Bahrain attaches great
significance to its brotherly ties with the ISamic Re-

public of Iran.

He then invited his Iranian counterpart to pay a visit
to Bahrain and added that such exchange of visits will
help Tehran and Manamato further bolster and deepen

bilateral relations.

OIC secretary general:

President Khatami also
told reporters that the cur-
rent visit of the Tajik pres-
ident indicates the will of
the two countries for broad-
ening their ties.

Referring to the ample
commonalities between Iran
and Tajikistan, President
Khatami said the two coun-
tries should take advantage
of these commonalities to
expand their relations.

Khatami expressed
Iran’s readiness for coop-
eration with Tgjikistan and
said promotion of relations
between the two countriesis
“a historical  necessity”
which will serve the two
countries’ national interests.

As for the Afghan issue,
President Khatami said at
present Afghan plight is a
problem which concerns
both Iran and Tajikistan as
two neighbors of Af-
ghanistan. He further called
for establishment of a
broad-based government in
the war-torn country.

Iran beat Uzbekistan 4-0 to enter

semi-finals

Tehran hosts seminar on  Hashem Rafsanjani:
nature of dialog among  Current trend of energy management

TEHRAN - The seminar ‘nature of dialog among civiliza-
tions started work in Tehran with participation of a number
of Iranian and foreign scholars and academicians.

Thinkers from Lebanon, Germany, Syria, Canada, Russia,
Malaysia, Kenya and Italy are participating in the two-day
seminar which is organized by the Organization of the Islamic

Revolution Cultural Documents.

Addressing the opening session of the seminar, Minister
of Culture and Islamic Guidance Ataollah Mohgjerani said
that it is impossible to imagine a civilization apart from cul-
ture and also impossible to separate culture from religious
thinking and beliefs. Culture is the soul of any civilization and
religion constitutes the soul of culture, Mohgjerani said.

Study to define the dialog among civilizations induces a
kind of philosophical view of the issue, he said, adding that
there were many thinkers, throughout the history, who pro-
moted friendship and peace through dialog among civiliza-
tions. At the same time, he said, there were also many thinkers
who were the source of ideas such as conflicts among civiliza-

tions or their co-existence.

He further noted the important role of Iranian people in
expansion of Islamic thinking and the emergence of the Islam-
ic civilization. Head of the Organization of Islamic Revolu-
tion Cultural Documents and secretary of the seminar,
Sha' ban Shahidi Moa dab, explaining about the topic of the
seminar said that the gathering is being held following the ap-
proval of President Mohammad Khatami’s proposal to name
the year 2001 as the year of dialog among civilizations.

The seminar aims to identify the common grounds
amongst world civilizations, he added.

The secretariat of the seminar has received more than 100
articles, of which some 40 articles will be presented during

the seminar.

TEHRAN - The nationa Iranian football team gained an astounding re-
sult in the Monday match against Uzbekistan and entered the semi-finals of
the ongoing Asian games soccer  tournament.

The Iranian team triumphed over Uzbekistan 4-0. Uzbekistan was the
champion of the previous Hiroshima Asian competitions.

The goals for the national Iranian soccer team were scored by Ali Mou-
savi at 29th minute, and by the Iranian super star Ali Daei at 82nd, 87th and
89th minutes.

Inworld must be improved

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani, Sat-
urday caled for improve-
ment of the “unjust” trend of
energy management in the
world.

Rafsanjani made the re-
mark at the opening session
of the second international
seminar on unrecoverable
energy resources, IRNA re-
ported.

He asked why the con-
sumer countries should a-
ways determine energy pol-
icies in the world while
energy owners should follow
them and be unable to make
planning in thisfield.

Rafsanjani also called for
creation of a balance in con-
sumption of unrenewable en-
ergies in the world and
termed selling oil at low
prices contrary to the world
policy on preserving the
most vital energy resources.

He said while ail is sold
by producing countries at
Dirs eight a barrel at present,
the real consumers in other

MPs call for investigation of
recent suspicious deaths

TEHRAN - More than
140 deputies of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis), in a letter to Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
referred to “disappearance”
and “suspicious death” of a
number of the citizens as
“indicative of maor and

elaborate conspiracies
against the Islamic Republic
System.”

The letter, read at the
end of the open session of
Majlis, added that the sig-
natories of the letter feel re-
sponsible to follow up on the
incidents until their full clar-
ification, IRNA reported.

The deputies highlighted
the public anxiety over the
recent deaths, adding “...the
dastardly assassinations, dis-
appearance and suspicious
deaths of citizens including
Basij (volunteer) forces, for-
mer prisoners of war, polit-
ical personalities and writers
in a short span of time points
to a conspiracy hatched
against the Islamic Republic
System.”

Those  masterminding
such conspiracies are trying
to suggest that insecurity is
prevailing in lran, it said,
adding that the un-
precedented propaganda of
Western mass media also
points to such plots.

In conclusion, the Mgjlis
deputies called on President
Khatami to order the rel-
evant organizations to iden-
tify and arrest the elements
perpetrating such  crimes,
and to inform the Mgjlis and
the public about the out-
come.

In another development,
Minister of Culture and Is-

Iran consolidating bondsin
Muslim world

TEHRAN - Secretary
General of the Organization
of the Isamic Conference
(OIC), Azeddine Laraki, in
Madrid Sunday praised the
role Iran plays in creating
bonds and solidarity among
the Islamic countries.

Speaking to IRNA on the
sidelines of a gathering
opened in Madrid Saturday
to review the lega status of
Muslims in  non-Islamic
countries, Laraki called the
eighth OIC summit in Teh-
ran last December as a suit-
able preamble for spurring
solidarity among the Islamic
countries.

Iran, as the chairman of
the OIC, with its sacrifices
helped proximity of Muslim
countries, the OIC secretary
general said.

He further termed as a
good initiative President
Khatami’s idea of diaog
among civilizations in bring-
ing nations closer together.

Laraki further stated that
didlog among civilizations
will help better introduce
the real illuminating nature
of Islam to other civiliza-
tions.

The OIC fully supports
President Khatami's idea,

Laraki said, adding that a
particular committee has
been formed at the OIC
secretariat  to  help the
ground for dialog among
civilizations.

As for continuation of
crisisin the Middle East and
the occupied territories, La-
raki said that violation of
the Palestinians' rights and
ignoring international will
by Israel are the main sourc-
es of the crisis in the re-
gion.

Alviri:

It has become a usual
norm for Israelis to ignore
international demands, he
said, adding that the inter-
national community and
civilized world condemn Is-
raeli actions. OIC supports a
lasting peace in the region
but will never submit to
the illegitimate demands of
Israel. Aslong as Israel con-
tinues its violation of Pal-
estinian rights, there would
be no lasting peace in the
region, he stressed.

lamic Guidance  Ataollah
Mohgerani said that the
country’s security organiza-
tion should conduct an ex-
tensive investigation to find
the roots of the recent in-
cidents and arrest the mur-
derers of the Iranian journal-
ists.

Talking to the press, the
minister underlined that “be-
fore presenting any hy-
pothesis, we should wait for
the country’s security de-
partments to report on the
reasons and circumstances
under which these acts of
the killing were committed.”

“There exists no differ-
ences of opinion among the
Iranian officials and that all
of them concur on the need
to arrest and punish those in-
volved in the latest serial
killings,” said Mohajerani.

Responding to whether
an association of Iranian
journalists was an officia
one or not, Mohajerani noted
that though the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance has aways supported
cultural and artistic organiza-
tions, unfortunately the Ira-
nian journalist association
has not yet contacted the
ministry on the subject.

In reply to a question as
to why the sensitivity to-
wards the press has in-
creased in recent months,
Mohgjerani said, “at this
juncture,  more than ever
before, the press has suc-
ceeded in discharging its re-
sponsibilities effectively in
the society.”

Asked about measures he
had taken to reduce these
sensitivities, the minister

Komi signs economic
cooper ation documents
with lIran

TEHRAN - the Russian Komi Republic has signed ec-
onomic cooperation agreements with Iran’s northern provinces

of Mazandaran and Gilan.

The agreement signed in Mazandaran envisions cooperation
inindustries, transportation, tourism and environment.

Based on the document, the two sides agreed to supply
each other within two months with required information on
their potentias in the fields they have already reached agree-
ments. Komi’s President Yuri Spiridonov, along with his ac-
companying delegation also visited some industrial units in
Mazandaran such as wood and paper mills, and aso conferred
with the officials of the provincial Chamber of Commerce.

Komi is a republic within the Russian Federation, located

northeast of the federation.

The state has a population of 1.2 million and is noted for its
gas, aluminum and wood industries.

Another document was singed between Gilan Province and
Komi Republic on joint economic cooperation.

The document stressed expansion of mutual cooperation.

It aso underlined the need to study air, water and land
routes as well as Anzali water route to pick up the most ec-
onomical way of exchanging goods.

Komi has voiced readiness in the document to export wood
and paper, bauxite, deer’s leather and coals to Gilan and in re-
turn the province is to supply the republic with its needed tex-
tile, thread, silk, parts of vehicles, motor oil and foodstuff.

Spiridonov arrived in Iran Wednesday at the head of a nine-
member delegation for a three-day visit to become acquainted
with the local industrial and production units, fisheries and tour-
ist centers. He is accompanied by ministers of industries, com-
munications, transport and commerce.

said, “we are acting ac-
cording to the re
sponsibilities  placed on us
by the law and will continue
doing so. In recent days,
new dailies like Khordad and
Sobh Emrouz as well as
some other newspapers and
weeklies are aready in cir-
culation.”

Mohgjerani said that the
press needed to show much
more sensitivity over its po-
sition and not to alow itself
to be ‘drawn into ad-
ventures', and exploit the sit-
uation in matters related to
freedom to provide others
with excuses.

Two writers, Mgjid Shar-
if and Mohammad Mokhtari,
who disappeared over the
past couple of weeks, were
found dead and are sus
pected to have been mur-
dered.

A third one, Mohammad
Pouyandeh, a writer and a
trandator, also disappeared
recently and the daily ‘Iran’
reported Sunday that his
body has been found in a
Tehran suburb.

Cairo conference:

countries buy it at about a
hundred dollars a barrel.
Thus those who have the
least right pocket the highest
benefit, he stressed.

Rafsanjani called on ex-
perts throughout the world to
formulate a mechanism
which could offer a durable
and proper policy for pro-
duction, consumption and
transfer of unrecoverable en-
ergy resources.

He said the producing
countries should not aways
remain exporters of oil and
that they should maintain
their share in the world en-
ergy market by turning this
raw material to value added.

In another part of his
speech, he referred to Iran as
the natural route for transfer
of oil and gas from Central
Asian and the Caucasus to
world markets.

Rafsanjani also criticized
the Americans for unjustly
and inappropriately insisting
that these pipelines should
pass through routes other
than their natural onesin or-
der to inflict damage both on
the producer and the con-
sumer countries.

“Pipelines to transfer
Caspian oil and gas to south
of Iran are available and we
only need to connect these
lines,” he said.

The chairman of the Ex-
pediency Council stressed
that one should not permit a

government with specific in-
tentions to disturb the energy
transfer system in the world.

This U.S. treatment is
not constructive and cannot
persist because people all
over the world are vigilant
today, he pointed out.

The chairman of the Ex-
pediency Council said Iran’s
oil reserves are by far more
than the declared figure of
90 billion barrels.

Rafsanjani added that
Iran's gas reserves are aso
more than the declared
24,000 billion cubic meters.

Iran has numerous un-
renewable energy resources
countrywide which have not
been discovered yet, he said,
adding that efforts are under-
way to find their precise lo-
cation. “We will have good
news for the world on Iran’s
energy reserves soon,” he
said.

Oil experts from 13
countries are attending the 3-
day seminar which is co-
sponsored by the Scientific
Research Council and Tar-
biat-e Modarres (instructors
training) University in coop-
eration with the Oil Min-
istry. The seminar aims to
update scientific information
of the local experts in the
field of production and re-
processing of crude oil, ail
economy, gas, energy econ-
omy and management, and
environment.

Jordan seeksto bolster
bilateral relations with Iran

TEHRAN - Jordanian Prince Ra'd ben Zeid on Sat-
urday stressed his country’s readiness to enhance re-
lations with Iran in various fields and said he expected
further economic and trade cooperation between the two
countries in the near future, the Jordan Times Sunday re-
ported, quoted by IRNA from Athens.

Speaking at the inauguration of an exhibition of Ira-
nian products at Al- Hussein Sports City, Prince Ra d
voiced his appreciation of the high quality of Iranian
products, said the English-language daily quoting the Jor-

dan news agency Petra.

He said Jordan and Iran are now cooperating in re-
ligious tourism, the first step towards promoting bilateral

relations.

He added that such an exhibition was a step towards
increasing cooperation among “our two countries and

peoples.”

A total of 300 Iranian companies are taking part in
the exhibition, whose proceeds will go to help the handi-

capped.

Also Saturday, a Jordanian-lranian technical com-
mittee opened a meeting in Amman in preparation for a
joint ministerial committee meeting next Tuesday, which
will be chaired by the two countries’ ministers of trade

and industry, added the paper.

Arab-Iranian ties improving

TEHRAN - A confer-
ence titled “Egypt and the
geographical neighboring
countries in the nineties’
held in Cairo, stated that
ties between Iran and the
Arab world were im-
proving and that establish-
ment of full diplomatic ties
between Cairo and Tehran
was a question of time
only.

Leading Egyptian and
Arab scholars and thinkers
took part in the three-day
conference organized by
the Institute of Political
Research and Studies of
Cairo University held last
week, Egyptian paper Al-
Ahram reported, quoted by
IRNA from Athens.

Dr. Nazli Mauz, head
of the institute, explained
the reasons for choosing

Ancient cemetery unearthed in Kerman

KERMAN - An ancient
cemetery dating back to the
third millennium B.C. was
unearthed during the recent

|nvestments in free trade zones welcome

TEHRAN - Secretary of
the High Council for Free
Trade Zones Morteza Alviri
underlined that the govern-
ment, while welcoming for-
eign investments in the free
trade zones (FTZ), will not
leave any stones unturned to
guarantee their capital secur-
ity. Speaking during an in-
spection tour of construction
operations at the Salafchegan
FTZ in Qom Province, he
said al countries, except the
Zionist regime, can avail the
facilities provided by the Ira-
nian government for in-
dustrial and economica in-

vestments in the FTZs, IRNA
reported.

At the same time he
stressed that there are no lim-
its whatsoever in U.S. com-
panies in investing in such
zones. He pointed out that all
efforts in Iran should be
aimed at encouraging foreign
investments in the country.

He referred to the es
tablishment of a FTZ in Sa
|afchegan as a useful and con-
structive measure in  the
economic prosperity of Qom
Province and added, “given
the fact that 60 percent of the
industries located in bor-

dering provinces consume 70
percent of imported raw ma-
terials, the importance of set-
ting up this FTZ is more ev-
ident than ever.”

The government will wel-
come any legal facilities in
the FTZ and accordingly in
the Second Five-Year De-
velopment Plan, exports and
imports from these zones will
not be subject to regulations,
concluded Alviri.

The Salafchegan FTZ is
being constructed over an
area of 2,000 hectares and
once operative will generate
30,000 job opportunities.

archaeological  excavations
in ‘Rameshk’ region, city of
Kahnouj in this southern
province.

Head of the Cultural
Heritage Department of Ker-
man Province Mohammad
Ebrahim Kazemi said ateam
of archaeologists of the de-
partment are currently con-
ducting excavation works in
the area in search for an-
cient civilizations.

Kazemi told IRNA that
with the new discovery, the
ancientry of the area under
excavation is estimated at
5,000 years while it was
previously supposed to be
2,500 years.

The officia said that so

far clay objects, including a
unique ‘cup of dialog among
civilizations' have been un-
earthed in the region. The
objects aso include illustrat-
ed pots as well as  orna
ments.

He said the delicate il-
lustrations and designs on
the clay cup attest to the re-
lationship between ancient
India, Greece and Centrd
Plateau with the civilization
of the area which aso in-
cluded Rameshk region.

Rameshk, situated 160
km from the city of Kah-
nouj, is a meeting point for
the provinces of Kerman, Si-
stan-Baluchestan and Hor-
muzgan.
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this year's topic of the
conference.

She said that after the
blatant interference of the
United States in the inter-
nal affairs of some Arab
countries, the main con-
cern of [Egyptian foreign
policy has turned towards
playing Egypt's natural
role in representing the
Arab interests in facing the
outside world.

Developments in Arab-
Israeli conflict have forced
a reconsideration of Egyp-
tian foreign policy towards
its Asian neighbors (Iran
and Turkey) and towards
Africa, Dr. Nazli stressed.

Egyptian writer and
journalist, Fehmi Howeidi,
told the conference that
Iran’s ties with the Arabs
were on constant improve-
ment and that there were
signs that Egyptian-Iranian
ties were developing pos-
itively.

He noted that President
Khatami had succeeded in
building a solid bridge
with the countries in the
region especialy in the
Persian Gulf and par-
ticularly with Saudi Ara-
bia.

There was a rapproche-

ment between Iran and Ku-
wait and Iran and Bahrain
in spite of the problem of
the three islands in the Per-
sian Gulf, said Huweidi.

He pointed to a recent
statement by Saudi De-
fence Minister Prince Sul-
tan that the issue of the is-
lands must not be a hurdle
in developing ties with
Iran.

Another scholar, Dr.
Hassan al-Hanfi, said Pres-
ident Khatami wants to
open up ties with the Arab
world and is ready for a
strong cooperation with
Egypt.

He proposed that both
Iran and Turkey be given

observer status in  the
Arab League.
Dr. Hanfi said the

guestion was not whether
relations between Egypt
and lran would be re
stored, but when.

He also stated that the
issue of the islands should
not be used to spoil re-
lations with Iran.

Mg. Gen. Taha a-
Majdoub called on the Arab
countries to form a  new
united strategy with the
neighboring countries for a
balanced Middle East.
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