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Info @ Soroush.co.uk
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Airfreight
Excess Baggage
Courier

Seafreight
Commercial
Car Shipment

Roadfreight
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Documentation
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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best Rates And Services To The Middle East.
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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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CANIRA EnNg. Inc.
P.O.Box 50 193
IRVINE, CA 92619
Tel: (949) 654 - 0681
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A.Gharib Immigration Services
418 Nolan Ave Glendale CA 91202 U.SA
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M oses & Associates
Associates at Law, Non-Partnership

Barristers, Solicitors & Notaries

Marvin M. M oses
B.A.(Hons),LL.B.,M.BA.
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Eastern L anguages

P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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Imam Ali (a.s.) Hajj and

Zivarat Caravan
Umrak plus Demascus. Najaf, Karbala,
Kadhmain & Samarah
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For more information please call:
LosAngeles: (310) 775 - 1413
Houston: (713) 661 - 5182

New York: (718) 565 - 0395
Tampa: (813) 636 - 5085
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OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS AND RECORDS
PACIFIC SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
9581 W. PICO BLVD.
LOSANGELES. CA. 90035 U.SA.
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KLM, Air France, British Airways
Kuwait Airways, Iran Air, Turkish Airline
SKYWAYS TRAVEL
301 South Tryon St. Suite 75
Charlotte, NC 28202
Tel: 704 - 370 - 0054
Fax: 704 - 370 - 0055
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1-888-ANDISHEH
FAX:(650)856-8201

E-mail:info@andisheh.com

Web: http://www. andisheh. com
Learnin, Mind Media Labs
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New Version, up to 10 Educational games!
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JAMSHID S IRANI
ATTORNEY AT LAW
1170 BROADWAY, SUITE 510-A
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
TEL: (212) 683-7700 FAX: (212)725-1772
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Tehran voices readiness to promote

ties with Manama

TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador to Manama Mohammad Jalal Firouznia,
in Manama on Monday voiced Iran’s readiness to boost  Tehran-Manama
relations in various fields. Submitting his credentials to Emir of Bahrain,

Sheikh Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa, he underlined deep historical relations and | N

common bonds between the two Muslim nations. The Bahraini emir, ex-
tending his warm greetings to Iran’s President Mohammad Khatami, ex-
pressed the hope that Tehran-Manama relations will further promote in vari-
ous fields in order to achieve common objectives and interests. The emir
stressed that the region needs more stability and tranquility, adding that steps
should be taken to make optimum use of the positive grounds prepared for

consolidation of solidarity and  cooperation among regional states and

strengthening of bonds among Islamic countries.

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah  Ali Khamenei on
Monday condemned the cur-
rent spate of killings in
Tehran as being engineered,
directly or indirectly, by the
globa arrogance.

Four Iranian writers and
veteran political activist Da
riush  Foruhar along with
his wife Parvaneh were mys-
teriously killed in Tehran
within a month.

The Leader said the en-
emy has attempted to portray
Iran as an insecure country
and the Western media are
working hard to attribute the
murders to the Ilamic Re-
public in a bid to suggest
that the government and the
judicial and security author-

ities of the Isamic Republic
are unable to provide secur-
ity for Iran, IRNA reported.

“The murder of Iranian
citizens, whoever they might
be, is a crime and an act
against the national security.
As | have already noted to
the Interior Ministry, In-
formation Ministry and ju-
dicia system, they are re-
quired to seriously follow up
the crimes committed in the
last month,” the Leader said.

Ayatollah Khamenel said
there is no doubt that the di-
rect and indirect hands of
the enemy involved in recent
events, will become known
after investigations.

The Leader said the re-
cent events are comple-
mentary to the arrogance's

Scholar:

a directions.

itiatives.

Malaysia, Kenya and Italy.

Tools for dialog
not identified yet

TEHRAN - A prominent Italian scholar believes that it

is difficult to say what tools are needed to develop dialog
among civilizations as the dialog has to be directed in sever-

In an interview, Maurizio Tos who is an archaeology
professor a Bologna University, Italy, said the diaog
among civilizations should be directed with a number of in-

“At the moment the best tool is the establishment of a
committee of speciadists of different entities and this is
something which is being done and which will result in
some proposals being made,” Tos suggested.

The Italian scholar attended a 2-day international  semi-
nar on dialog among civilizations which kicked off Sunday.

Touching on the impact of President Khatami’ s proposal
on Iran’s standing in the world community, Tosi told Teh-
ran Times, “in general the first response by the world coun-
tries was good and we have to wait and see what happensin
the future.” Stressing that Iran can play different rolesin the
development of dialog among civilizations, he said: “Iran
has good resources, wealth and tradesmen and as a result
should try and seek peaceful solution to different problems
in the region and bring an end to the differences between the
regional countries.” The gathering was opened with an in-
augural speech by Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohajerani in the presence of Iranian and foreign
scholars from Lebanon, Germany, Syria, Canada, Russia,
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L eader terms killing of citizensacrime, Francecallsfor expansion
an act against national security

conspiracies “but, the en-
emies of the Iranian nation
should know that the brave
nation which displayed its
heroic sacred defence and
destroyed the bastion of the
U.S. in the Middle East, the
Pahlavi dynasty, and have
stood alone over the past 20
years to every brutal plot
will not retreat even a single
step from its Islamic and rev-
olutionary causes.”

The Leader said that peo-
pl€' s religious faith especial-
ly that of the young genera-
tion has formed the very
foundation of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the dif-
ference of tastes between the
social and political parties
are regarded as a difference
between two brothers.

The Leader said the U.S.
attempt to confront the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and

throw the cause of Palestine
into oblivion is doomed to
failure.

The Leader made the re-
marks in a meeting with
thousands of preachers on
the eve of the holy month of
Ramadan.

Referring to the Pd-
edtinian issue, the Leader
condemned the actions taken
by the U.S. president and the
international Zionism to get
the Palestinian cause for-
gotten. “The U.S. and Israel
making use of traitors and
low-spirited people have at-
tempted to cross out the prin-
ciple of struggle against the
Zionist criminals from the
Pdlestine national charter.

The Paestinian and Leb-
anese youth have not fought
with the Zionists and their
main supporter, the U.S. for
the nationa charter of Pal-

estine so that their struggle
will be stepped up rather than
being weakened, Ayatollah
Khamenel said.

“The U.S. is anxious
about the Idamic awakening
in the world and well knows
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran is the center of Idamic
awakening, therefore, it is
working hard to sabotage the
current state of affairs of the
Iranian nation and govern-
ment,” the Leader said.

“The U.S. employs every
means including propaganda
machine,  economic sanc-
tion, allocation of officia
budget to be spent on sab-
otage activities in Iran and
taking advantage of the es-
pionage services, to make
Iran insecure in a bid to stop
the progress of the Idamic
Republic,” Ayatollah Kha
mene said.

Mali opens embassy in Tehran

TEHRAN - The embassy of the Republic of Mali was opened here Mon-
day in a special ceremony attended by visiting
Assembly, Aly Nouhoun Diallo.

Diallo, who is currently here to participate in the coordinating committee
of the Islamic countries’ parliaments, said that the opening of the embassy is
an indication of the will of Bamako and Tehran in boosting bilateral re-

President of Mali National

He further lauded the efforts of Iranian officials to promote ties with the
Muslim African country of Mali.

Since a meeting in Tehran between President Mohammad Khatami and
Mali’s President Alpha Oumar Konare during the 8th OIC summit, Tehran-
Bamako ties have significantly expanded.

The Republic of Mali isaland-locked country in West Africa, with 8 per-
cent of its 10 million population being Muslim.

of academic tieswith lIran

TEHRAN - French Am-
bassador to Tehran Philippe
de Suremain on Monday
called for expansion of cul-
tural and scientific relations
between French universities
and academic centersin the
northeastern  province of
Khorasan.

Suremain said that his
country offers scholarships
to 25 to 30 Iranian students
annualy in  speciaized
COUrses.

He added that his coun-
try plans to set up a French
language teaching center in
Tehran for those interested
in French language.

French diplomat said that
President Khatami’s idea on
holding debate on diaog
among civilizations is highly
welcomed by the world
governments and nations.

He said the debate would
be highly helpful for revival
of world nations' traditions.

Iran signs deal with Shell, Lasmo
on Caspian oil exploration

TEHRAN - Anglo-Dutch
Shell and UK independent
Lasmo Monday signed a ma-
jor deal with the National
Iranian Oil Company to car-
ry out atwo-part study of un-
explored waters in lIran's
sector of the Caspian Sea.

Lasmo's new business
director, Chris Wright said
that his company was “de-
lighted to have reached
agreement on this exciting
exploration  opportunity,”
IRNA reported from Lon-
don. “The study program
represents a major strategic
entry into the Iranian Cas-
pian for Lasmo,” he said,
adding that the agreement
was looked upon as a “base
on which to build further in-

Future of 1slamic world depends on
extent of consultations among Muslims

TEHRAN - The speaker
of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Majlis), Ali Ak-
bar Nateq Nouri, said here
Monday that the future of
the world of Islam depends
on the extent of people's
participation in decision
making process, based on
consultation.

He made the remark at
the opening ceremony of a
2-day session of the co-
ordinating committee of par-
liaments of Islamic countries
in  which representatives
from 30 member countries of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) in-
cluding 10 speskers and
vice-speakers, are attending,
IRNA reported.

Turning to the role of the
Holy Quran in guiding peo-
ple, Nateq Nouri sad “in
our own state of affairs, the
Holy Quran teaches us to
consult one another, and to
find solutions to our prob-
lems through consultations.”

He termed the establish-
ment and devel opment of the
OIC as an admirable and im-
portant achievement, saying
this feat in its own capacity
assisted in ingtitutionalizing
the principle of consultation
and cooperation among Is-
lamic countries.

The speaker, however,
said, “but, no in-
stitutionalized hub exists for
our legidative and con-
sultative parliaments  that
would facilitate consulta-

tion between the people's
deputies across the Islamic
world.”

He added that in this re-
gard the establishment of the
Islamic union of legidative
assemblies can be of as
sistance, through the imple-
mentation of the Quranic
principle of consultation,
deepening of mutual under-
standing among Muslim na-
tions, expanding coop-
eration, increasing the role
of people in determining
their fate and promoting in-
ternational cooperation in
the world of Islam.

By resorting to the prin-
ciple of consultation, in one
hand, and emphasizing the
principles of independence,
territoria integrity, and non-
interference in the internal
affairs of each other based
on the U.N. Charter and the
OIC, on the other hand, the
parliaments of Islamic
countries will be able to con-
fabulate in an ambiance of
fraternal cooperation and
sympathy, to assist one an-
other, and to foster Islamic
cooperation in their re-
lationship,” Nateq Nouri
said.

The Majlis speaker
stressed that the main ob-
jective of the gatheringisto
establish and promote the ra-
tional and Quranic principle
of consultations among Mus-
lims.

The speaker said that
since the initiative for the es-

tablishment of the union was
launched, the Iranian Majlis
has mobilized all its  efforts
to advance this initiative
aimed at promotion of coop-
eration among the parlia-
ments of Islamic states and
accomplishment of the as
pirations of Muslim nations.

In this regard, an interim
secretariat was  established
for this purpose in Tehran
which focused on systematic
planning, exchange of in-
formation and collection of
the views of the members of
the parliaments of the OIC
member states.

Nateqg Nouri then pro-
posed the meeting to plan for
an early holding of the first
conference of the speakers of
the parliaments of Islamic
states or the so-called found-
ing conference.

Before the Majlis speak-
er, a member of the com-
mittee in charge of holding
the gathering, Mohammad
Javad Larijani, briefed the
participants on the efforts
made so far and the pro-
grams of the Tehran session.

Larijani who is aso dep-
uty head of the Majlis for-
eign relations  committee,
said participation of about 30
delegations, speakers of
parliaments of a number of
countries in particular, dem-
onstrates the specia atten-
tion the OIC member states
attach to formation of a un-
ion of parliaments of Islamic
countries.

terests in the
stream sector.”

The project, reportedly
covering a minimum of
10,000 square  kilometers,
is being implemented by
NIOC's recently-formed
Caspian affiliate, Khazar Ex-

Iranian up-

ploration and Production
Company.
Consortium ~ members

have suggested the deal is
worth DIrs 19.8  million.
The figure is just below the
threshold set by the U.S. un-
der its extraterritorial sanc-
tions regime, even though it
is not expected to be imple-
mented following the grant-
ing of previous waivers.
Shell and Lasmo, togeth-
er with British Petroleum,
have been holding in-depth
discussions about the con-
tract, since the three firms
were short-listed to carry out
the program following sub-
missions from a dozen or so
largely European companies.

BP is understood to be
waiting for full board ap-
proval before joining the
program. According to Mid-
dle East Economic Survey
(MEES), work will start
without its involvement if it
fails to make a commitment
by January 15.

Prior to Monday’s sign-
ing ceremony in Tehran,
MEES aso reported that
NIOC was reserving the
right for 90 days to introduce

afourth foreign partner into
the consortium. EIf Aqui-
taine of France and ltaly’'s
Agip have previously been
mentioned as possible con-
tenders.

Under current arrange-
ments, each partner is under-
stood to have taken a 25 per-
cent stake, with Iran's
contribution to the overall
cost being borne by the out-
side members.

Previous details suggest
that the two-part study in-

cludes a fast- track iden-
tification within six-months
of so-caled priority aress,
where seismic and other geo-
logical information is of suf-
ficient quality.

Consortium members are
expected to nominate two
2,000 sq. km blocks and a
further four after the study of
other areas is completed in
18 months. They will then
have the option to develop
the acreage on a buy-back
system.

Leader receives Tajik president

Chancellor of Mashhad
Medica  University Mo-
hammad Tagi Rajabi for his
part called for exchange of
students and professors be-
tween academic centers in
the city and Paris.

He said that his uni-
versity is ready to host
French  university in-
structors and professors for a
period of one to two months.

The university includes
pharmaceutical,  dentistry,
paramedical, nursery and
midwifery faculties. It en-
rolls 6,000 students, said Ra-

jabi, adding that 600 in-
structors are teaching at his
university which has 20,000
employees.

The French diplomat
paid a three-day tour to the
holy city of Mashhad head-
ing a political, cultural and
economic delegation.

The ambassador ex-
changed views with political,
cultural and economic of-
ficials in the province on
ways and means of broad-
ening mutual cooperation
during his visit to the prov-
ince.

same reason.

capital city every day.

dangerous levels.”

Air pollution closes
all schoolsin Tehran

TEHRAN - Elementary, secondary and high schools
in Tehran and its northern and southern suburbs of She-
miranat and Shahre-Rey were closed on Tuesday be-
cause of severe air pollution.

The decision follows a recommendation made by the
Environment Protection Organization to people in Teh-
ran to preferably stay at home due to a continued acute
air pollution partly because of the stagnant weather and
the inversion phenomenon in the past few days.

Elementary schools were closed on Monday for the

Meanwhile, a Health Ministry official warned on
Monday that dangerous noxious gases have increased ten
foldsin Tehran asaresult of the inversion phenomenon.

Speaking to IRNA, Deputy Health Minister, Dr. Ali
Sayari added that according to the Weather Office air
pollution in Tehran will last until Wednesday evening.

Air pollution has been rising to an alarming level in
Tehran over the past few days, he said, adding that un-
fortunately even in a normal situation over 500 tons of
hydrocarbons, 120 tons of nitrogen monoxide, five to 20
tons of lead from exhaust fumes emit into the air in the

He aso warned people, especially the elderly, those
suffering from allergies and children, not to travel in cen-
tral Tehran where pollution levels have gone “beyond

Tajikistan callsfor Iran’s assistance
IN development projects

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
here on Monday that the his-
torical, cultural and religious
commonalties shared by the
Iranian and Tajik nations
would prepare the ground for
expansion of amicable re-
lations  between the two
countries.

Ayatollah Khamenei told
visiting President of Tajiki-
stan Imomai  Rahmanov
that the Tajik people and
government should be vig-
ilant and strengthen their
unity, IRNA reported.

The Leader said a the
meeting, also attended by

President Mohammad Kha
tami, that strong faith of the
Tajik people, Persian lan-
guage, and proper utilization
of manpower and under-
ground resources would
guarantee a bright future for
Tajikistan.

Rahmanov conveyed the
warm greetings of the Tajik
Muslim nation to Ayatollah
Khamenei and thanked Iran
for its continued efforts to
restore peace and stability to
Tajikistan.

Calling histalks with Ira-
nian officials in Tehran as
“highly sincere’, Rah-
manov called on Iran to pro-
vide his country with polit-

ical and economic support
during the republic’'s re-
construction period. He aso
caled for expansion of bi-
lateral relations.

Rahmanov said that Ta
jik nation is proud of sharing
historical and cultural bonds
with the Iranian nation.

President Rahmanov in a
separate meeting on Monday
with the head of the Ex-
igencies Council, Akbar Ha-
shemi Rafsanjani, underlined
the political  will of his
country to deepen and
strengthen its relations with
Islamic Republic of Iran in
all available fields of mutual

Timely investments in petrochemical

TEHRAN - Timely and
appropriate investments in
petrochemical  industry is
necessary, said the Managing
Director of the Petrochemical
Commercia Company (PCC)
Mansour Moazami  here
Monday.

He told IRNA that there
should be an increase in in-
vestment when the industry
isfacing arecession.

Referring to  the in-
stability of world economy,
Moazami added that in-
vestment at the time of re-
cession would cost less and
those governments which
manage to take advantage of
the situation, would be able
to benefit later at the time of
economic boost. In fact, he
said, under such circum-
stances return of investments

TEHRAN - A visting
Iranian economic delegation
met with officials of the Arab
Potash Company to discuss
Jordanian exports to Iran, the
Jordan Times reported Mon-
day.

The company’ s chairman
of the board, Saleh Irsheidat,
and its director generd, Nas-
ser Ssadoun, held talks with
the deegation on Iranian
companies imports of Jor-
danian phosphate- and pot-
ash-based fertilizers, IRNA
reported from Athens.

The Iranian delegation
head, who presented a brief-
ing on lran's indudtries,
voiced his country’s desire to

strengthen  bilateral  economic
and trade relations, sad the

The ddegation's vist
comes one day after the formal
inauguration in Amman of an
exhibition of products of 300
Iranian national companies by
Prince Ra d ben Zeid.

According to Iranian Am-
bassador Mohammad Ali Sub-
hani, a joint Jordanian-Iranian
committee is expected later
this week to hold a meeting to
sign minutes of deliberations
which include 30 articles cov-
ering a wide range of bilateral
economic and trade coop-
eration.

Subhani said these articles

|ran-jordan economic, trade talks

cover cooperation in ar trans-
port, navigation and banking,
among other aress.

Maan Thibyan, president
of the Hashemite International
Economic Cooperation As
sociation, which organized the
Iranian exhibition in conjunc-
tion with the Iranian-Jordanian
company Edro-Expo, said the
association plans to organize a
Jordanian exhibition in Tehran
inthe firgt half of 1999.

Meanwhile, the third Iran-
Jordan joint commission for
economic, industrial and cul-
tural cooperation was due to
convene iIn Amman on Tues-
day.
Industries Minister Gho-

lamreza Shafei was to lead
the Iranian delegation to the
four-day talks.

Iran's proposal  for
adopting mechanisms to
speed up approval of an
agreement for surface trans-
portation and marine nav-
igation as well as a new
transportation  agreement
between the two countries
is included in the agenda of
the meeting.

Taks on agreements
for encouragement and sup-
port of investment as well
as lifting the double taxa-
tion system are among oth-
er topics of the proposed
agenda.

Industry necessary

would be possible in a short
period of time.

He added that the com-
pany has launched 10 new
petrochemical  projects with
atotal capacity of 6,700 tons,
which if given necessary as-
sistance by the officials con-
cerned, would come on
stream by 2001.

Referring to Washing-
ton’s decison to ease its
sanctions on foreign com-
panies dedling with Iran in
petrochemicals, Moazami
said: “The goal of PCCisto
find favorable markets with
good prices and long-term
contracts where the buyers
arethefina consumer.”

However, he said, PCC
has now embarked on selling
its productsin cash and there-
fore the new U.S. legidation
has not had any specific ef-
fects on the sde of Iranian
petrochemical products.

“lran is consistently
present on international mar-
kets and the company’s pol-
icy is to increase its share in
the European markets,” he
said.

He added that Iran's
share of European markets
was 29 percent last year
(started March 21, 1997) and
hopefully will increase to 40
percent by the end of current
year.

The managing director of
PCC said that the new U.S.
measures will be effective in
financing and technology sec-

tors.

He expressed hope that
U.S. can show its good will
in practice by facilitating the
transfer of new technology
and capitals to lran's pet-
rochemical industries.

Speaking on PCC opera-
tions abroad Moazami said,
“this year, the cabinet rat-
ified establishment of four
PCC dffiliated offices which
are currently active in Dubai,
Singapore, Chinaand India.”

Two more offices in Brit-
ain and Germany have been
active for five years, which
in addition to promotion of
exports are responsible for
procurement of parts and ma-
terial needed by petrochem-
ical industries, he stated.

Moazami noted that the
responsibility of these of-
fices are to establish contact
with buyers and final con-
sumers, marketing and in-
formation gathering on fluc-
tuations in markets,
feasibility of investmentsin
the industry and negotiations
with industrialist for  trans-
fer of technology and imple-
mentation of the ongoing
projects.

He aso sad the 2.75
million tons of petrochem-
ical products valued at DIrs
364 million have been ex-
ported since the beginning of
the year, adding “exports are
17 percent higher but 22 per-
cent lower in terms of
weight and value, re
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spectively, compared to the
corresponding period last
year.”

Moazami, blaming the
world economic situation,
South East Asian economic
crisis and the conversion of
some of previous importers,
such as Korea and China,
into exporters, as reasons for
the decline in Iranian ex-
ports.

He also estimated that
with the current prices the
total exports of petrochem-
ica products would exceed
DIrs 500 million.

Moazami further said
that since the beginning of
the year the domestic pet-
rochemical complexes have
produced 8.38 million tons
of petrochemicals, reg-
istering a 9 percent increase
compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

He concluded by saying
that the total production of
petrochemicals will top 11.5
million tons by the end of
the current year.

cooperation.

Referring to the two
countries  religious, lin-
guistic and historical com-
monalities, he thanked Iran’s
efforts in  helping re
establishment of cam and
peace in his country and
warding off internal con-
flicts.

Rahmanov added that
following establishment of
security and peace in his
country, development pro-
grams have started and
caled for Iran’s assistance in
this regard. He invited Raf-
sanjani to visit his country.

Rafsanjani in the meet-
ing referred to the special at-
tention that Iran pays to Ta-
jik affars due to their
common experiments in the
realms of culture, language
and religion. He called as a
turning point the current visit
of the Tgjik president to Iran
in promotion of bilateral ties.

Rafsanjani expressed his
grief over the recent incident
in northern Tajikistan and
said that the event showed
that the enemies are intent to
disturb security and integrity
of Tajikistan. He hoped that
Tajikistan witnesses further
national unity and peace and
voiced Iran’s readiness to
provide them with its ex-
periencesin various fields.

Later on Monday, the
Tajik president attended the
mausoleum of the founder of
the Islamic Revolution, the
late Imam Khomeini, and
paid tribute to him.

In a speciad ceremony,
the Tajik delegation laid a
wreath of flowers on the
mausoleum of the late
founder of the Islamic Rev-
olution and signed a me-
moria book.

The Tajik president
heading a high-level political
and economic delegation ar-
rived here Sunday evening to
discuss broadening of
tieswith Iran.
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