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Iran, Saudi Arabiato establish
shipping line soon

TEHRAN - A direct shipping line will be established between Iran and E I I E L ‘ \ ‘ \ I
Saudi Arabia in two weeks, Commerce Minister Mohammad Shariatmadari
said Wednesday. The minister said the agreement to this effect was signed
during hisjust concluded visit to Riyadh. I N T E R N A T | O N A L

Shariatmadari added that the two sides signed letters of understanding on
air transportation, especially direct lines between Dhahran-Mashhad, Jeddah-
Tehran, Riyadh-Shiraz and vice versa.

A delegation comprising 100 Iranian experts and tradesmen and 100 Sau-
di directors are to meet in Riyadh in a near future to sign initial agreements
within the framework of cooperation between the two chambers as well as
private and government companies.

Iran-Mexico cooperation
to prevent oil price lump

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran and Mexico explored avenues
for bilateral cooperation to prevent further drop in ail prices.

In a meeting between Iran’s Ambassador to Mexico Reza Tabatabaei
Shafiei and Mexican Oil Minister Luis Telles, the two sides discussed the
latest developments in international oil market and exchanged views on
ways to promote hilateral cooperation to prevent plummeting prices.

Shafiei said the Islamic Republic of Iran, a member of the Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), not only has so far abided by the
OPEC quota but will also comply with the future decisions of the organiza-
tion concerning the production ceiling. Underlining the need for cooperation
among oil producing countries in order to prevent further price fall, the two
officials voiced readiness of their countries to this end.

Japan ready to promote
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Khatami meets Omani minister

Irag must abide by U.N. resolutions

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Tuesday said “what hap-
pened to the oppressed peo-
ple of Iraq was a great trag-
edy, and the Idamic
Republic of Iran as the
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) has condemned
this aggression.”

The president made the
remark in a meeting with
the Omani Minister of
Commerce and Industry,
Magbool bin Ali bin Sultan,
who was delivering a mes-
sage from Sultan Qaboos of
Oman, IRNA reported.

Khatami further stated,
“we have asked Irag to act
in agreement with inter-
national regulations and the
Security Council resolu-
tions, so as not to give oth-
ers any excuses since it's
the people of Irag and the
regional states who pay for
it.

“There is no other way
but to stand together as
friends, with mutual respect
and without any intentions
for aggression.”

Stressing that the re-
gionad states should them-
selves protect their interest
in the region, the OIC chair-
man said “if the regiona
countries stand together,
there is no need for the
presence of foreigners.”

Turning to Iran-Oman
relations, Khatami lauded
the fair stances adopted by
Oman during the Iragi-
imposed war, adding “Oma-
ni policy has pursued coop-
eration amongst Muslim
states in the region, tran-
quility in the region and
consolidation of theties.”

The president expressed
regret over lack of agree-
ment amongst some states
on reduction of oil pro-
duction, adding “for the
benefit of the whole region,
we have to come together
and with a united policy in-
fluence the oil market.”

The Omani officia
highlighted the active status
of the Iran-Oman joint ec-
onomic commission, and
caled for further expansion
of ties between the two
countries.

Magbool bin Ali bin
Sultan further expressed his
country’ s readiness to coop-
erate with OPEC member
states, and for reduction of
oil production.

Later on Tuesday,
Speaker of the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Maj-
lis) Ali-Akbar Nateg-Nouri
told the visiting Omani

Minister of Commerce
and Industry that sustain-
able development needs
sustainable resources and
surely  oil is not adurable
resource to sereve this pur-
pose.

Nateg-Nouri also called
for further expansion of
commercial and  econom-
ic relations between Tehran
and Muscat in view of the
two countries' high po-
tential and abundant com-
monalties.

He said that regiona
countries can cooperate to
find effective mechanisms
to prevent further declinein
oil prices.

Elsewhere in his re-
marks, the majlis speaker
said the main loser of the
U.S-U.K. military strikes
on Irag is the Iragi people.
He said that al these events
prompt Muslim states to
have closer relations and
further coordination at re-
giond and international
fora

He said that Arafat by
signing the “shameful and

humiliating” Maryland Ac-

cord has actually led Pal-
estinian nation to the
slaughterhouse.

Sultan for his part ex-
pressed hope that com-
mercial and economic re-
lations between Iran and
Oman would keep pace
with their political ties in
light of the sincere interest
of Iranian and Omani of-
ficials.

He said that his country
is ready to cooperate with
Iran in  finding a way out
of the current oil market
crisis. He expressed hope
that such a valuable com-
modity would be sold at its
real price again in light of
cooperation among al ail
producing states.

The sixth session of
Iran-Oman joint economic
commission opened here on
Tuesday with participation
of lIranian Minister of
Mines and Metals Eshaq Ja-
hangiri and Magbool bin
Ali bin Sultan.

In hisinaugural address,
Jahangiri who co-chairs the
joint commission, said “in
recent years, Iran-Oman
ties have experienced an
upward trend, and the ex-
change visits of the high
ranking officials of the two
countries indicate start of a
new chapter in these coop-
eration.”

Jahangiri called for
measures to boost Iran-
Oman cooperation in vari-
ous sectors including econ-

omy, trade, oail, industries,
mine, transportation, ag-
riculture, pharmaceuticals,
veterinary affairs, fisheries
and transit of goods.

Noting that Iran is pres-
ently preparing its third de-
velopment plan, Jahangiri
said “a central policy of the
Iranian president is to form
strong and growing ties with
the brotherly and Muslim
states of the region, and we
are quite prepared to pave
the way for expansion of
comprehensive ties with
Oman.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran is prepared to enter into
negotiations with Oman for
amongst other things Omani
investment in Iran, joint in-
vestments, upgrading trade
and technical cooperation as
well as exchange of ex-
pertise.”

Jahangiri specialy high-
lighted the need to encour-

Kharrazi:

age the private sectors of the
two countries to play a role
in expansion of the bilateral
cooperation.

Presently, he added,
there is ample opportunity to
further activate the two
countries chambers of com-
merce towards boosting
cooperation between the pri-
vate sectors.

Also speaking at the ses-
sion was the Omani officia
who stated that Iran and
Oman have similar econom-
ic conditions, including their
dependence on oil revenues
for advancing their econom-
ic goals.

“The two countries have
suffered losses as a result of
the decline of oil prices in
world markets, and Oman is
facing atrade deficit because
of it,” he added.

Magbool bin Ali bin Sul-
tan further caled for Iran-
Oman joint cooperation for

returning oil prices to the
past highs.

“We are close to the turn
of the century and the two
countries  should devise
ways to strengthen their
economies, including taking
advantage of the advanced
technology to keep up with
the advancing world econ-
omy.

“It's time for the two
countries private sectors to
take the necessary measures
to enter a new round of
cooperation, thus prompting
constructive and  fruitful
steps in this regard,” the
Omani official said.

The commission is ex-
pected to sign a mem-
orandum of understanding at
the conclusion of the session
on Wednesday.

The fifth session of Iran-
Oman joint economic com-
mission was held in Muscat
this past January.

Nuclear cooperation with
M oscow peaceful

TEHRAN- Iran's For-
eign Minister Dr. Kamal
Kharrazi said in Tokyo Tues-
day that the nuclear plant
Iran is building in the south
of the country with the coop-
eration of Russia, is for
peaceful purposes.

Kharrazi who is here on
a four-day official visit, ad-
dressing a news conference,
added that the construction
of the nuclear power plant of
Bushehr in southern Iran is
being supervised by the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), IRNA re-
ported from Tokyo.

In response to a question
on Washington's opposition
to the power plant, he said
Iran-Russia nuclear coop-
eration was peaceful and “no
country can oppose this
cooperation.”

The United States says
Iran does need a nuclear
power plant because it pos-
sesses enough oil and gas re-
sources. “The United States,
despite having rich energy

resources, also possesses 110
nuclear power plants. Then
how come possession of two
or three power plants by Iran
can pose a problem?’ asked
the Iranian foreign minister.

He said Iran too, like the
United States, wanted to di-
versify its energy resources.

Kharrazi aso denied
some media reports that Iran
received missile technology
from North Korea. “lranian
missiles are manufactured
with domestic technology
and we will not export the
know-how to any other
country,” he said.

Kharrazi said thereis no
military solution to the Iragi
crisis and caled for settle-
ment of the dilemma through
diplomatic means.

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said that most of
the Islamic countries are
against the U.S.-UK joint air
attacks against Iragq because
they consider it an inter-
vention in the domestic af-
fairs of other countries.

OIC emergency
Session proposed

to discuss Iragi crisis

Parliament speaker:

Caspian sea resources

TEHRAN - Speaker of the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (majlis) Ali-Akbar Nateg-Nouri and his Azeri
counterpart Murtuz Aleskerov in a meeting here on Tues-
day exchanged views on Tehran-Baku relations and issues
of mutual interest.

Nateg-Nouri, referring to amicable relations between
Iran and Azerbaijan since Azerbaijan’s independence, said
that the Iranian people were as happy with Azerbaijan’sin-
dependence as the Azeri people themselves.

He said the commonalties shared by Iran and Azer-
baijan would serve as a suitable ground for mutual coop-
eration and closer relations between the two countries.

Inspired by firm determination of the Leader of Islam-
ic Revolution Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said the Iranian
speaker, all Iranian officials believe in expansion of their
relations with the friendly and brotherly country of Azer-
baijanin al dimensions.

Certain people and some segments of the press are do-
ing mischief to mar the amicable relations between Tehran
and Baku, cautioned Nateg-Nouri, urging Azeri and Ira
nian officials to be vigilant and deal toughly with such
conspiracies.

He stressed the need for further cooperation between
Iran and Azerbaijan at international level with an aim to
attain common objectives and said that Iran’s policy is
based on easing tension and establishment of peace and
stability in the region and the world.

Iran is interested in peaceful settlement of Karabakh
dispute through holding negotiations in an amicable at-
mosphere, the Iranian parliamentarian noted.

He said the Caspian Sea belongs to its five littoral
states. The littoral states should unanimously work out a
fair legal regime for exploitation of the Caspian reserves
because any agreement between two littoral states would
create problems rather than solving anything.

Nateg-Nouri said that Iranian and Azeri parliaments
can offer agreat help to their respective government in rat-
ifying the mutually reached agreements. Iranian Mgjlis is
fully ready to cooperate in this regard, he added.

Aleskerov voicing satisfaction with his visit to Tehran
said that Iran had been the first country to open its em-
bassy in Baku after officialy recognizing its in-
dependence.

Iran and Azerbaijan share common cultura and re-
ligious bonds, said Aleskerov, calling on Iran to expand its
economic relations with Azerbaijan and make investment
in the republic.

He also urged Iran to do its best to restore peace and
calm in the region and invited Nateg-Nouri to pay an of-
ficial visit to Azerbaijan.

belong to littoral states

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign Minister for Lega and
International  Affairs Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif Tues
day outlined Iran’'s effortsto
end military strikes against
Irag in the holy fasting
month of Ramadhan.

Speaking to a group of
Tehran-based ambassadors
and diplomats of Muslim
countries, Zarif stated, “the
request of Iran as the chair-
man of the Organization of
Isamic Conference (OIC)
was a halt to military strikes
against lrag in the holy
month of Ramadhan, as a
short term solution,” IRNA
reported.

Referring to the OIC ap-
provals calling for imple-
mentation of U.N. resolu-
tions and lifting  of
crackdowns on the Iragi peo-
ple, Zarif expressed satisfac-
tion that the request of the
OIC chairman has materi-
alized.

He also said that the op-
portunity provided as aresult
of the halt to the military
strikes on Irag in the month
of Ramadhan should be
seized to find a permanent
solution to the crisis.

Several of the Muslim
diplomats present at the
gathering proposed that a
high-level OIC emergency
session be held to discuss the

Appeal court to unveil details
of verdict on Karbaschi’s case

TEHRAN - Public re
lations department at Teh-
ran's Justice Department in
a statement issued here on
Tuesday announced that de-
tails of the final verdict issued
on suspended mayor of Teh-
ran Gholamhossein  Kar-
baschi’'s case are to be re-
vealed next week.

The statement, quoted by
IRNA said Karbaschi's case
has been investigated at the
26th branch of Tehran's ap-
peal court. Head of the branch
and two experts have studied
it and the court is going to

make decision on it, said the
statement, adding that the fi-
nal verdict would be issued
early next week.

The department said the
statement has been issued fol-
lowing publication of some
and at times contradictory
news and views by the press
on the provisions of the ap-
pea court's verdict and the
date when it is going to be
announced as well as in re-
sponse to inquiries  of media
resources on the authenticity
of the published news.

Former British diplomat writes

book on Iran’srevolution

LONDON - A former British diplomat in charge of po-
litical reporting, Desmond Harney, has written a book on
developmentsin Iran which were culminated in the victory
of the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran.

Harney was living in Tehran during the build up to the
revolution and kept a day-to-day record of the events that
he witnessed in the country. The result is the first hand ac-
count of one of the 20th century’s most momentous epi-
sodes - ‘ The Priest and the King'. The book is to come out
on February 11, 1999, simultaneously with the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution.

Answering a question on
Iran’s stand on the recent air
strikes against Irag, he said
that Tehran is opposed to the
attacks.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran, as the current chairman
of the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC), in-
formed British Foreign Sec-
retary Robin Cook of OIC's
opposition to the military op-
eration against Baghdad and
caled for its cessation, Khar-
razi said.

Hevoiced Iran’s satisfac-
tion over the halt to the air
strike before the beginning
of the holy Isamic fasting
month of Ramadhan.

economic cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - The Japanese Foreign
Minister Masahiko Komura in Tokyo
Tuesday praised Iran for hosting a large
number of refugees and its anti-drug cam-
paign.

He made the remark during the sec-
ond round of talks with his Iranian coun-
terpart, Kamal Kharrazi, in which the two
sides discussed major regional and inter-
national issues, IRNA reported from To-
kyo.

Komura aso hailed Iran’s great ef-
forts to establish security and stability in
the entire region.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
taken effective measures to pave the way
for regional cooperation and establish-
ment of mutual confidence among the re-
gionad states,” the Iranian foreign min-
ister said.

Iran, as the current chairman of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC) and as Irag’s neighboring country,
has played a key role in settlement of the
crisisin that country, he added.

On U.S.-British aggression against
Irag, he said such measures will have no
result other than threatening the regional
security.

However, the Iranian foreign minister
called for cooperation of the Iragi govern-
ment with the U.N. and the Security
Council.

Turning to the Afghan crisis, Khar-
razi said the Taliban are a mgjor source
of terrorism and drug trafficking in the
region and caled for efforts to restore
peace and security to the war-torn coun-
try.

The only way to achieve this aim, he
said, is establishment of a broad-based
government comprising al Afghan
groups, adding that the Taliban should
act upon the will of the international
community.

Terming the Zionist regime as a se-
rious threat to the whole region, he
stressed that the Palestinian crisis will
only be settled through restoring the le-
gitimate rights of the Palestinian nation.

By storing large amount of nuclear
and non-nuclear weapons, the Isragli re-
gime has proved that it hasno respect for
peace and security, Kharrazi noted.

Expressing his satisfaction over ces-
sation of air strikes against Iraq, the Jap-

anese foreign minister said he was sure
that Iran played a crucia role in that re-
gard.

Condemning the massacre of Iranian
diplomats and a journdist of the Islamic
Republic News Agency (IRNA) by the
Taliban, he said that there is no military
solution to the Afghan problem.

He said that Japan attaches im-
portance to Iran’s cooperation with the
regional countries, Central Asian re-
publics and the Caucasus in particular.

Komura voiced his government’s
readiness to hold a seminar, with coop-
eration of Iran, aimed at promotion of re-
gional economy.

Later on Tuesday, Kharrazi stressed
the necessity of using the existing po-
tential to boost Tehran-Tokyo economic
cooperation.

The Iranian foreign minister who ar-
rived here Monday on a 4-day official
visit, made the remark at the Japanese
Federation of Economic Organizations.

Although Tehran-Tokyo relations are
progressing, he noted, there are still nu-
merous potential for promotion of re-
lations.

Iran’s geographical location with re-
spect to Central Asia, the Caucasus and
the Middle East has turned the country
into the shortest route to get access to en-
ergy resources in thisregion.

These potential and Iran’s strategic
geographical location have encouraged
many international centers and industrial
countries to move towards establishing
suitable economic relations, he said.

Japan is one of the important trade
partners of Iran and the volume of trade,
up by 11 percent last year compared to its
preceding year, reached DIrs. 4.4 billion,
he pointed out.

Kharrazi referred to implementation
of ail, gas, transportation, mines, environ-
ment and construction projects as ap-
propriate fields for Tehran-Tokyo coop-
eration.

Keidanren sent a 60-member delega-
tion to Iran last summer to review
grounds for investment.

Mitsubishi chairman, Aikawa Ken-
taro, who led the delegation to Tehran
said the visit indicated the eagerness of
Japanese economic circles to launch a
new round of cooperation with Iran.

Agriculture sector playsvital role
IN country’ s devel opment

TEHRAN - Agriculture
Minister Issa Kalantari, here
Tuesday called on the ex-
ecutive and legislature to
take effective measures to
boost country’s agricultura
Ssector.

With regard to the de-
clining oil prices, Kalantari
said, athough hitter, it is
quite necessary to take fresh
decisions regarding ag-
riculture, IRNA reported.

Speaking at a special cer-
emony marking the start of
the ‘agriculture week’, Ka-
lantari said unfortunately the
development policy in ag-
riculture sector is facing a
deadlock and it isimpossible
to succeed only through po-
litical slogans

In the ceremony attended
by 105 exemplary farmers,
Kaantari underlined the ne-

cessity for optimal utiliza-
tion of the existing facil-
ities. To thisend and with re-
gard to the high potential  of
agriculture sector in pro-
duction and job creation, he
said, agriculture sector
should gain priority in this
connection.

As long as investment
lacks security and farmers
knowledge is low production
potential in the agriculture
sector will remain limited.

It is impossible to re-
solve recession and inflation
only through dslogans, he
said, adding with current
trend of investment one can-
not create 100,000 job op-
portunities annually.

He stressed that ag-
ricultural, industrial and min-
eral products should replace
oil revenues.

He added total annual in-
vestment in agricultural sec-
tor does not  exceed Dlrs
200 million and this low in-
vestment will jeopardize
food security.

Although the investment
growth rate in agricultura
sector over the past 20
years has been following a
downward trend, the pro-
duction rate has shown
healthy growth.

Meanwhile,  President
Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday emphasized the sig-
nificant role the agricultural
sector plays in the in-
dependence of the country,
saying agriculture is directly
linked with the country’s se-
curity and independence.

Receiving a group of ex-
emplary farmers and of-
ficials in charge of the coun-

try’s agriculture sector, on
the first day of “agriculture
week”, Khatami said farm-
ing is a symbol of divine
blessing. He added farmers
are among those who closely
understand the greatness and
mercy of the Almighty God
and who serve people more
than others.

Underlining the need for
promotion of mechanized ag-
riculture, utilization of mod-
ern technology and expansion
of research in agricultural af-
fairs, Khatami sad ag-
riculture is a main axes of in-
dependence because not only
it supplies essential needs but
also cuts down country’s re-
liance on others. At the end
of the meeting President Kha
tami awarded ten exemplary
farmers with certificates of
merit.
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AND HAPPY
NEW YEAR

Specid judicial body assigned
to probe into recent murders

TEHRAN - Chief of the Judiciary Ayatollah Mohammad
Y azdi here Monday assigned an expert judicial body to probe
into the recent suspicious killingsin the country.

Yazdi said at a session of judicial officials that the de-
cision was taken in an effort to facilitate accumulation and
dissemination of news and information, sound and timely
use of avalable documents and evidences and co-
ordination in decisions and actions in this connection,
IRNA reported.

Following the murder of Dariyush Forouhar and his wife
Parvaneh at their Tehran residence, author Mohammad
Mokhtari and writer-translator Mohammad Jaafar Pouy-
andeh disappeared and their bodies were discovered a few
days later.

Head of the public relations office of the judiciary an-
nounced last week that a number of suspects have been ar-
rested in connection with the suspicious killingsin Tehran.

The officias of the judiciary in their Monday session also
discussed the forthcoming city and village councils elections,
dlated for February 27.

Yazdi called on al the organizers to exert utmost efforts
for a proper management of the elections.
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On the occasion of the auspicious birthday of Jesus Christ
(peace be upon him) and the New Year of the Christian cal-
endar, staff and management of Ettelaat International con-
gratulate world Christians on both the occasions. Our next issue
will appear on Tuesday, January 5, 1999.
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