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First brain surgery in lran performed
4,800 years ago

TEHRAN - The first surgery on human brain in Iran was done 4,800
years ago, according to studies made on the skull of a13-14 year old girl, dis-
covered in southeastern Iran.

Scientific researches and medical studies conducted on the skull show
that the patient suffered from hydrocephaly. The skull was discovered in a
mass grave in Shahr-e Sukhteh (burned city) located in the vicinity of Zabul,
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, IRNA reported. In order to reduce the pressure
inside the girl’s brain, the surgeons had to remove part of her right parietal
bone. By doing that, they succeeded in temporary treatment of the girl, the

Francetoinvestinlran’'s
Kurdestan

TEHRAN - Preliminary steps have been taken for French companies to

invest in the province of Kurdestan, in northwest of Iran, Governor General
of the province Abdullah Ramazanzadeh told IRNA Sunday. I N T E R N A T l O N A L
He said French companies are to invest DIrs 4 million in an advanced and
well-equipped slaughter house project in the province.
Thiswill be thefirst foreign investment in Kurdestan, he said.
Once the project is completed, he added, the province will be ableto ex-

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

port its surplus meat to foreign countries with the assistance of the investors.
A total of 21,000 tons of red meat is annually produced in Kurdestan
Province of which only 12,000 tons are consumed by the local people.

Foreign minister:
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Iran denies purchase of

Pakistan must take practical
steps to mend tieswith lran

TEHRAN - Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi
Sunday said that only “prac-
tical steps’ by the Pakistani
government could mend re-
lations between the two
neighboring countries.

Kharrazi said that de-
spite the close bonds be-
tween the two nations, ter-
rorist activities in Pakistan
had left adverse impacts on
Pakistan’s national interests
and security aswell ason its
relations with Iran, IRNA
reported. He urged the Pak-
istani government to take
practical and urgent action
in punishing the terrorists
who have murdered several
Iranian diplomats and na
tionals, and thus appease the
public opinionin Iran.

“Over the past year,”
Kharrazi told the visiting
Pakistani Foreign Secretary
Shamshad Ahmad Khan,
“terrorist operations in Paki-
stan have hurt the feelings
of the Iranian nation.”

Shamshad Ahmad Khan
said the long-standing re-
lations between Tehran and
Islamabad were based on

numerous historical, cultural
and religious commonalties.

He aso voiced his gov-
ernment’s resolve to do
away with the existing mis-
understandings and  in-
dignation in relations be-
tween the two countries.

He also said that the Pak-
istani government was de-
termined to follow up the
case of assassinations and
punishment of the terrorists.

Shamshad Ahmad Khan
regretted that some de
ficiencies in the Pakistani ju-
dicial system had caused
failures or delays in pros
ecuting the terrorists.

Meanwhile, the  Pak-
istani foreign secretary said
here Saturday that the laxity
towards punishment of ter-
rorists in Pakistan stemmed
from the deficiency in  the
country’sjudicia system.

Making the remark at his
first round of talks with Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for
Asia-Pacific Affairs Mohsen
Aminzadeh, Ahmad Khan
voiced his government’'s
commitment to accelerate
the procedures in this regard.

By committing terrorist op-
erations, the enemies are at-
tempting to mar Tehran-
Islamabad historical and
friendly relations, Ahmad
Khan said stressing that
countering such acts is top
on the agenda of |slamabad.

Referring to murder of
Iranian diplomats and na
tionals in Pakistan, Amin-
zadeh called for urgent pun-
ishment of the criminals by
the Pakistani judicial sys
tem. He also urged the Pak-
istani government to pro-
vide the required security
for the Iranian nationals re-
siding in that country.

Promotion of bilateral
economic relations, joint
border security issues, the
latest regional developments
and issues of mutual inter-
ests were also discussed in
the meeting.

Ahmad Khan, heading a
political delegation, arrived
here Saturday morning to
discuss promotion of Teh-
ran-lslamabad ties and the
Afghan crisis with Iranian
officials.

ballistic missiles from
North Korea

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hamidreza
Asefi Sunday denied a Jap-
anese television report that
Iran had purchased ballistic
missiles from North Korea.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran has announced time and
again that it has no missile
cooperation with other coun-
tries, including North Ko-
rea,” Asefi told IRNA.

The Japan Broadcasting
Corporation (NHK) reported
Saturday that North Korea
has built 30 of its first-
generation ballistic Rodong
missiles and exported some
of them to Iran and Pakistan.

Asefi said the NHK re-
port was “unfounded”.

Meanwhile, spokesman
for the Ministry of Defence
and Armed Forces Logistics
Keyvan Khosravi said on
Sunday Iran has not pur-
chased any missile from
North Korea and the Jap-
anese TV report in this re-
gard is unfounded.

Khosravi said the Islamic
Republic of Iran does not
need to buy missiles from a
foreign country, because it is
capable of manufacturing its

Egypt seeks good ties with Iran

TEHRAN - Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak
told Cairo daily Al-Ahram
that Egypt wants good re-
lations with the ISamic Re-
public of Iran.

Replying to a question
on Egyptian-lranian ties,
Mubarak said “lI wish es
tablishment of good ties with
all the peoplesincluding Iran
because we do not have en-
mity against anybody,”

IRNA reported from Athens.

In another development,
a Cairo newspaper reported
that Egypt's Minister of
Trade and Supply Dr. Ah-
med a-Guwaili has agreed
to hold the first exhibition of
Egyptian products in lIran
from 21-26 June.

The newspaper “Al-
Shaab” said that Guwaili has
stressed on the importance of

the presence of economic,
media, tourist and cultura
sectors in this significant na-
tional event, that is the hold-
ing of the first Egyptian ex-
hibition in Tehran since the
establishment of the Idam-
ic Republic in Iran twenty
years ago.

The trade minister has
agreed on the organization of
the fair with cooperation of
the Al-Adham company for

8,000-year old architectural
remains discover ed

TEHRAN - Archi-
tectural remains dating
back to 8,000 years ago up
to the Sassanid era have
been unearthed during ar-
cheological excavations on
‘Tappeh Ozbaki’ historical
site in the suburbs of Sa-
vejbolagh, in Iran’s central
plateau.

In the first stage of the
excavations on Tappeh Oz-
baki, a hill with a height of

25 meters and severa
layers were examined dur-
ing which a small section
of a fort belonging to the
Sassanid era was un-
earthed.

So far four major archi-
tectural periods have been
identified in the fort, the
last of which belonging to
the Sassanid era.

Archeological  studies
underline sophisticated pre-

Three soccer teams seeking

Mahdavikia s transfer

TEHRAN - Managing
Director of Iran’s Piroozi
soccer club Amir Abedini
said that a Chinese and
two German clubs are in-
terested in Iran’'s mid-
fielder Mahdi Mahdavikia
to play for them.

He said that Piroozi
has authorized Mahdavik-
ia to make necessary
studies on his transfer
whether to Bochum or SV
Hamburger of Germany
or Dalian of China. The
result will be announced
by next week, he added.

Abedini said that pre-
liminary negotiations
have been held with the
three clubs, adding that
final talks are expected
soon to clear Mahdavik-

ia’'s case. Abedini
said he will accompany
Mahdavikia to both Ger-
many and China where
they will hold final nego-
tiations with officials of
the said clubs.

history cultures prevailing
in the Iranian central pla-
teau, an area expanding to
the salt desert in the east,
southern range of Alborz
mountains in the north,
eastern slopes of Zagros
mountains in the west and

Isfahan Province in the
south.
Tappeh  Ozbaki is

among a few virgin regions
in the central Iranian pla-
teau which can decode
many unanswered ques-
tions on the trend of de-
velopment of pre-history
culturesin the area.

Archeological excava-
tions on Tappeh Ozbaki
will serve as clues to the
cultural link and mutual so-
cial and trade ties between
the inhabitants of this part
of the Iranian territory with
neighboring states in a pe-
riod from third to fifth mil-
lennium B.C.

research and national de-
velopment and the genera
committee for trade affairs
and international markets
and other economic and
trade organizations of egypt.

The bi-weekly Al-Shaab
which is published every
Tuesday and Friday from
Cairo noted that the idea of
organizing an exhibition in
Tehran came after an ec-
onomic study on the Iranian
markets twenty months ago.

The study was carried

reguired defence equipment.

“A country which is ca-
pable of building long range
Shahab-3 missile does not
need to buy similar weapons
from abroad,” the Defence
Ministry spokesman said.

He said in following the
test-firing of Iranian-made
Shahab-3 missile in 1998,
the media affiliated to the Zi-
onist circles waged prop-
aganda campaign over the al-
leged threats of the Iranian
long-range missile, but, the
proper reaction of the re-
giona states toward Iran’s
conventional defence ca-
pability foiled the anti-Iran
propaganda.

President:

studies said. According to the indications, the patient could live for six more
months after the surgery. The mass grave discovered in Shahr-e Sukhteh is
one of the oldest initskind ever found in Iran.

Oil revenues must serve as backing
to industrial improvement

TEHRAN - lIran’s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami

told Industries Minister Gho-
lamreza Shafei here Sat-
urday that the Islamic Re-
public should improve its
industries and be able to
rely on oil only as a backing
to its industrid and ag-
ricultural production.

He said the capacity of
the people of Iran for in-
dustrial growth and their
commitment to progress is
the most important element
on which to rely for
progress. He said that the in-
dustrial environment must
create a good background for
the industria activities of all

New Y ear.

ported.

Christ.

message read.

President congratulates
Christian New Y ear

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami in a mes-
sage here on Thursday congratulated the world, specially
the Iranian Christians, on Christmas and the Christian

The president’s message addresses “all treading the
path to truth, justice, freedom, peace, love and friend-
ship,” and especialy the Iranian Christians, IRNA re-

Referring to Jesus Christ (a.s.) as “the harbinger of
blessings and affections, and advocate of dignity of hu-
man beings,” Khatami said that today’s world which is
filled with tensions and violence, more than ever is in
need of understanding the spirit of thoughts of Jesus

“In the world void of spirituality, the frustrated and
oppressed human beings vulnerable to violence, wars, in-
justices and inequalities more than ever seek to grasp the
identity and meaning of divine messages.

“Under such circumstances, realization of the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ (a.s.) depends on expansion of justice
and division of happiness amongst al,” the president’s

In conclusion, Khatami invited the true followers of
the divine religions to reacquaint themselves with the re-
ligious teachings “with emphasis on compassion for fel-
low human beings, respecting others, dialog with the op-
position, tolerance and detente towards others.”

“I hope the year 1999 which is alink between the two
millenniums, to be a year filled with blessings, peace,
cordiality and love amongst man,” the promoter of dialog
amongst civilizations said in his message.

peoples, IRNA reported.
The president said the
higher education centers of
Iran can aso help identify
priorities for industria in-
vestment in Iran. He said
the distance that the Islamic
Republic has to go in order
to narrow the gap between
the country and the in-
dustrially developed coun-
tries is such that requires in-
genuity and wisdom.
President Khatami said
as the result of faling oil
prices the U.S. has earned
between 20 and 30 billion
dollars in a year. He ob-
served that the nation would
have to use oil as the base

for other products with
much higher prices for inter-
national marketing.

In the same meeting In-
dustries  Minister  Gho-
lamreza Shafei offered a
brief report to the president
on the status of industries in
Iran and present and future
projects for attaining self-
sufficiency and minimizing
industrial  dependence on
other countries. A group of
industridists in the area of
chemicals, textile, elec-
tronics and industrial re-
search also offered abrief re-
port on their achievements
and their needs for im-
proving their activities.

Parliament vice-speaker:
Coordination among

suppliers can help
recover oil prices

TEHRAN -  Vice
Speaker of Iranian Parlia-
ment Hassan Rowhani said
on Sunday that abuse of in-
ternational forums by the
big powers is not compat-
ible with human civilization
and that independent coun-
tries can play a key role in
restoring independence of
the international organiza-
tions.

In a meeting with Mex-
ican Ambassador to Iran
Fernando Jose Escamilla,
Rowhani said, “we should
not allow the big powers to
take control of the inter-
national organizations and
abuse them as leverage to
exert pressure upon certain
states,” IRNA reported.

On Iran-Mexico re
lations, Rowhani said the
two countries have ancient
culture and civilizations and
development of relations

Foreign firms ready to invest in
Iran’ s free trade zones

TEHRAN - The largest

Chinese shoemaking com-
pany has announced its read-
iness to invest in Qeshm
Free Trade Zone, in southern
Iran.

Chen Gai Zheng, an of-
ficial at the company said
here Friday that Iran is the
most appropriate country for
investment in the field of
shoemaking in the entire
Middle East region.

He added that the Qeshm
isand can be turned into a
place for producing various
kinds of goods and sup-
plying them to markets
throughout the region.

He further called for ex-
pansion of facilities, es
tablishment of foreign banks
in particular, in the Qeshm

Free Trade Zone.

Meanwhile, Ali Ahmadi
Khalili, head of the Qeshm
industrial centers voiced the
region's readiness for es
tablishment of foreign banks
and attracting foreign in-
vestments following the ap-
proval of new laws and reg-
ulations.

The region is also ready
to provide the needed facil-
ities, within the framework
of the law, to the investors,
he added.

Meanhile, the Bulgarian
Ambassador to Iran, lvan
Petkov, during his visit to
Kish Idand Free Trade Zone
said, “Kish idand is a favor-
able place for production and
export of Bulgarian goods to
Central Asian countries.”

Meeting the Managing
Director of the free trade
zone, Mohammad Reza Y az-
dan-Panah, Petkov added,
“an agreement between Bul-
garia and the Kish Uni-
versity can be included in a
protocol on cultural coop-
eration between Iran and
Bulgaria to be signed in the
next three months.”

The Bulgarian am-
bassador and Iranian officia
also studied the possibility
of direct fights between Bul-
garia and Kish, cooperation
in industrial, tourism and
cultural affairs and establish-
ment of industrial units in
Kish by Bulgarian investors.

Welcoming Bulgarian in-
vestments in the industria
and tourism sectors, Y azdan-

Proposal on gasoline price hike aimsto cut consumption

TEHRAN - The Oil
Minister's senior advisor
Rasul Lahijanian said here
on Sunday that the gov-
ernment’'s goa in in-
creasing price of gasoline
and rationing sale of gas-
oline at subsidized prices
is to cut down and rectify
consumption of this com-
modity.

Lahijanian told re-
porters that the increase in
the price of gasoline
would earn government an
additional income of Rls
2,400 billion to com-
pensate for its budget def-
icit.

He said that in case the
price of this commodity
remained unchanged, the

government would have to
compensate for its budget
deficit through borrowing
from the banking system,
which in turn would result
in anine to ten percent in-
crease in the inflation ac-
cording to the estimates of
the Central Bank of Iran.
The revenue to be
gained from gasoline price

hike can be spent on ex-
pansion of city and in-
tercity transportation fleet
for the benefit of the low
income classes of society,
he added.

Putting annual growth
in domestic consumption
of gasoline in the 1990-
1997 period at 6.6 per-
cent, Lahijanian said that

Anzali port plays vital role in Caspian region trade

TEHRAN - An official
at the ports and shipping
department of Gilan Prov-
ince said the Caspian Sea
littoral states have been
turned into a dynamic
trade market, adding that
Anzali port plays a key
rolein this connection.

The official, Nurollah
Abbasi, underlined the im-
portance of the  geo-
graphical situation of the
Anzali port for having ac-
cess to trade ports in the
Central Asian republics on
the one hand and its prox-
imity to busy industrial
centers inside the country
on the other.

He said that Iran’s stat-
us as a country enjoying
security for transit of
goods to the Caspian Sea
littoral states both through
land and sea, has pre-
pared the ground for fur-

ther development of the
Anzali port.

Another official of the
department, Mostafa Ma-
leki, said that having 992
km of coastal borders with
the Caspian Sea from As-
tara to Aatrak river, re-
quires the development
and expansion of trade
fleet as well as land and
sea installations and equip-
ment.

He said that trans-
portation of goods from
the Anzali port to Eu-
ropean countries through
the Volga river is a special
trade privilege, adding that
the distance between Anza-
li and Hamburg in Ger-
many is half the same way
from the southern ports of
the country.

Director genera of the
ports and shipping de-
partment of Gilan Province

Hassan Ngjafi said that no
trade center in the country
had shown the same de-
gree of growth as had the
Anzali port in the past two
decades.

Najafi said that the an-
nual capacity of the port
has now increased to 2.5
million tons from the
240,000 tons before the
1979 Islamic Revolution.

He said that with the
collapse of the former So-
viet Union and emergence
of the independent states,
the need to transfer oil, gas
and steel from giant re-
serves of the republics via
Iran had increased.

Najafi said that plans
are underway for the con-
struction of five new jet-
ties and improvement of
breakwaters in the Anzali
port so that the port will
be ready for berthing of

ships with a capacity of
over 5,000 tons.

He pointed to the in-
stallation of cranes and lift
trucks as well as modern
loading-unloading  equip-
ment at the port as another
measure taken for develop-
ment of the port city.

Najafi said that owners
of commodities and
shipping lines will soon
gain access to the required
information on the port
through the Internet.

He further added that
customs red tape has been
removed in Anzali and
therefore, domestic and for-
eign businessmen can use
the port facilities for stor-
age or transit of their goods
with theleast formalities.

The official said that
with the completion of the
project for development of
Anzali, the capacity of the

port will increaseto 6 mil-
lion tons annually.

Transportation facilities
in the northern ports of the
country have encouraged
trade and diplomatic del-
egations from the Central
Asian states as well as Eu-
ropean countries to visit
Gilan Province and hold
talks with the provincial of-
ficials.

The 250-year old Anza-
li is one of the major port
citiesin northern Iran.

Anzali  ranks third
among active ports in the
country after Shahid Rajaei
in Hormuzgan Province
and Imam Khomeini in
Khuzestan Province, both
in south of Iran.

in case this hazardous
trend continues the coun-
try would have to import
as much as 7.3 million li-
ters of gasoline per day as
of next year. A university
professor and head of the
Oil Ministry committee in
charge of optimizing con-
sumption of energy, Sa-
bouhi said the economic
rehabilitation plan is
based on the government’s
proposal to increase the
price of gasoline as of
next year and to pay sub-
sidies on energy in a more
logical manner.

He said that gasoline
price hike would not en-
tail significant in-
flationary  consequences,
rather the RIs 2,400 bil-
lion revenue to be earned
by the government
through such a price hike
would partly control li-
quidity.

He warned that if gas-
oline price remained un-
changed next year, the
country will have to im-
port fuel as of next year
which in turn would affect
the country’s foreign trade
balance and foreign ex-
change rates.
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Panah said that the Kish Free
Trade Zone Organization is
prepared to invest for es
tablishment of direct flights
between Bulgaria and Kish
island.

He remarked that the is-
land is one of the least ex-
pensive place for inter-
national tourists. Yazdan-
Panah also stressed the need
to set up appropriate facil-
ities on Kish island for trav-
ellers from the Balkan coun-
tries.

would serve not only the in-
terests of the two nations, it
would aso have positive
impacts on the international
community.

He said Iran and Mexico
have large capacity for pro-
motion of relations and giv-
en lran’s proposal to name
the year 2001 as the year of
didlog amongst civiliza-
tions, the two nations can
cooperate in international
fora in the areas of science,
arts, tourism and trade.

Rowhani said Iran and
Mexico (non-OPEC) are the
two producers of oil and the
oil producers are now in
need of coordination in sup-
plying oil, because only co-
ordination amongst the oil
suppliers would help them
recover the oil prices.

On the parliamentary re-
lations between Tehran and
Mexico City, Rowhani said
the parliaments are the voic-
es of the nations and the
arms of the governments
and parliamentary friend-
ship paves the way for
friendship between the na-
tions.

Escamilla said Iran and
Mexico have similar stance
a international organiza-
tions and hoped that it
would lead to further co-
ordination between the two
countries.

He said Mexico is ready
to hold dialog with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran on
civilizations.

The ambassador said his
country is willing to de
velop parliamentary re-
lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and enhance
the level of relations.

stan.

budgeted for the purpose.

anese ingtitute.

fered for regional experts.

Tehran, Tokyo
to launch joint
farming project

TEHRAN - Japan’s International Cooperation Agency

will contribute to a farming project for irrigation and im-
provement of farmlands in the northern Province of Gole-

Head of the provincial Agriculture Department Ab-
dulrahman Cheraghali said that Dlrs 2.3 million has been

Cheraghali told IRNA the cooperation is based on an
agreement reached between his department and the Jap-

Per the agreement, he said, five pieces of farmlands
over an area of 100 to 300 hectares, would be the subject
of the project to amongst other things build irrigation
channels, and in case the plan is successful it would be ex-
tended to another 120,000 hectares of farmlands.

Experts forecast the plan would result in a Dlrs 15
million income, said Cheraghali, adding that in the course
of the three-year project, training courses would be of-

As a member of world agricultural organizations, Iran
has had cooperation with the world Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) for growing olive and cotton, and
with two Mexican organizations for wheat farming.

650,000 Hectares of the 2.2 million hectares total area
of Golestan Provinceis used as farmlands.
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