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Tehran to host international

computer seminar

TEHRAN - The fourth annua international seminar on computer will
open in Tehran on January 26, said the director of the seminar Rasoul Jalili.
He said that the goal of the seminar is to promote computer science and

review the latest developmentsin field of computer.

He said that 83 domestic and 15 foreign articles will be presented in the
seminar, adding, that the majority of foreign articles would be presented by
scholars from Australia, U.S., the Netherlands, Germany, Jordan, UK, Japan

and Canada.

President, Pakistani official confer

| ran-Pakistan close ties, beneficl

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami told
First Deputy Foreign Min-
ister of Pakistan Shemshad
Ahmad Khan here on Mon-
day that close ties between
Iran and Pakistan can be
helpful to the region and the
world.

The president further
told Ahmad Khan, who sub-
mitted him a message from
Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif, that Iran and

Pakistan  should aways
look for ways of con-
solidating their relations

through direct and constant

contacts, IRNA reported.
The Islamic Republic of

Iran considers security and

cam in Pakistan as im-
portant as that in its own
territory, said President
Khatami, adding that Iran

condemns any type of ter-
rorism in either lran or Pa-
kistan. The president ex-
pressed hope that terrorism
would be eradicated from
Pakistan.

Elsewhere in his re-
marks, Khatami said that
unfortunately, Taliban had
acted rebelliously in con-
nection with the Islamic
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to region, world

Republic of Iran and had
not taken a serious measure
for trial of those murdering
Iranian diplomats and jour-
nalist.

Khatami expressed hope
that Iran and Pakistan would
cooperate to implement de-
cisions of the United Na-
tions and the Security Coun-
cil on Afghanistan.

“There is no other a-
ternative but to establish a
broad-based government in
Afghanistan representing all
Afghan groups, and in
that case the oppressed Af-
ghan nation can enjoy peace
and progress,” he added.

President Khatami, also
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), expressed hope
that in the auspicious
month of Ramadhan the Al-
mighty God might bestow
al His blessings upon Mus-
lim nations, especially those
in Iran, Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, and that hostility
and violence would give

their  places to peace and
friendship.
On his part, Ahmad

Khan said that Pakistan tries
to cement its age-old re-

lations with Iran to an ex-
tent that no plot would ever
be able to leave any neg-
ative impact on them.
Pakistan is ready to
cooperate with Iran at both
regional and international
levels and in restoring peace
in Afghanistan, said Ahmad
Khan, adding that his gov-
ernment is politically de-
termined to follow up the
case of the assassination of
Iranian nationals in Paki-
stan. In another develop-
ment, Pakistani Foreign
Minister Sartaj Aziz told
reporters in Islamabad on
Monday that his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi
isto visit Pakistan after Eid-
ul-Fitr, marking the end of
the fasting month of Ra
madhan, to hold talks with
Pakistani officials on bi-
lateral relations, especialy
the Afghanistan plight.
Aziz, speaking on the
sidelines of a session of Pa-
kistan's National As
sembly, called current visit
to Iran of his first deputy
Shemshad Ahmad Khan as

successful.
He said that Iran-
Pakistan relations

Sri Lanka seeking expansion of
trade tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Iran and Sri
Lanka as two developing
countries can expand bi-
|ateral trade ties, said the
new Sri Lankan Ambassador
to Iran, Barlis Ferando. Cur-
rently, the trade exchanges
between the two countries
are limited to tea and oil, he
added.

Meeting head of Iran’'s
Chamber of Commerce Ali
Nagi Khamoushi, Fernando
reiterated that Iran and Sri
Lanka have good capacities
to expand economic and
trade relations, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to the member-
ship of his country in the
South Asian  Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), Fernando said
that Sri Lanka, due to its ac-
tiverolein SAARC can be a
worthy partner for Iran in its
trade in East Asia

He added that there is
ample potential for coop-
eration between the two
countries  private  sectors,
adding that Sri Lanka can
export its industrial and ag-
ricultural products, including
pineapple and coconut to
Iran.

Currently, oil constitutes
90 percent of trade between
the two countries and Sri
Lanka wants to strike a bal-
ance in bilatera trade, the
Sir Lanakan ambassador
added.

Khamoushi said, “the
two countries should not
confine trade to each other's
markets,” adding that both
countries through joint ven-
ture projects can aso export
goods to Central Asian coun-
triesand other regional mar-
kets.

He aso noted that the
doors are open to the Sri

Economist suggests:

Lankan private sector to in-
vest in lIran's free trade
zones (FTZ). Currently, a

portion of the Sri Lankan
agricultural exportsto Iranis
carried  out through the
FTZs.

Khamoushi further said
“currently, Iran is purchasing
its raw material such as rub-
ber used for tire production
from East Asian countries
and joint investment in Ira
nian tire manufacturing in-
dustry enables Sri Lanka, as
a major rubber exporting
country, to aso export tires
to other countries.”

friendly but the Afghan is-
sue has created some mis-
understandings between the
two countries.

He added that Iranian
and Pakistani officials have
agreed to continue their
talks to find a solution to
the Afghan issue.

. .. y .
Caspian Sea claming lran’s coastline
TEHRAN - World's largest inland sea, the Caspian, has claimed about
26,000 square kilometers of northern Iranian coastline in the past two dec-

Rising water has inflicted considerable damage to one of Iran’s most fer-
tile agricultural areas, forcing many local residents to abandon their homes

Iranian experts had earlier warned that sea levels would rise following an
increase in river water running into the Caspian Sea, mainly from Volga and
Ural in Russia

Several small Iranian rivers run into the sea which is home to the caviar-
producing sturgeon.

.o Over 333,000 register as candidates

for counclls elections

TEHRAN - 333,946
people have signed up for
the forthcoming urban and
village council electionsin-
cluding 7,251 women, an-
nounced on Monday head
of the elections head-
quarters Mostafa Tajzadeh.

Tajzadeh told IRNA
that in terms of the total
number of candidates, the

Neka pipeline bidders
narrowed down

TEHRAN - A list of 13 consortia bidding to build the
DlIrs 400 million Neka-Tehran oil pipeline project has
been pared down to eight as the Nationa Iranian Qil
Company seeks for the work to start in spring, according
to Middle East Economic Digest.

The weekly said that industry sources described four
groups, led by UK, French, Chinese and South Korean
firms, as favorites and that NIOC was expected to pick
the winner by the end of January, IRNA reported from

London.

The four leading consortiaincluded ETPM Entrepose
of France, with Monument of the UK, Maaysia's Pe-
tronas and Dragon Oil of Ireland; British Gas with Iran’s
Bonyad; Hyundai of South Korea with the UK’s Mott
Mcdonald and Jahad Nasr of Iran and China National Pe-
troleum with an unidentified local firm.

The 390-kilometer pipeline aims to bring up to

370,000 barrels of

oil from Turkmenistan and Ka-

zakhstan to Tehran and Tabriz refineries in exchange for
Iranian crude to be delivered at terminals in the Persian

Gulf.

The tender is seen as the first direct challenge to U.S.
political opposition to Iran being used as a conduit for
the export of Caspian oil from the landlocked Central

Asian states.

The Clinton administration has already granted waiv-
ers against  sanctions being imposed on foreign com-
paniesinvesting in Iran's  energy industry, but insists it
remains opposed to the building of Iranian pipelines that
threaten its support for a more expensive Turkish route.

Quoting NIOC sources, MEED said rumours that An-
glo-Dutch Shell and Tota of France were participating
in the bidding for the Neka pipeline were not correct.

Shell recently announced its involvement in an ex-
ploration deal with Iran and Total has proposed an oil
pipeline from Azerbaijan through Iran.

According to Petroleum Argus, Total, which is at the

forefront of

developing Sirri A and E fields and South

Pars gas field, is also bidding for the Mansuri onshore
project and is confident also of its chances for Sirri C and

D development.

The projects are part of more than 40 buy-back in-
vestment schemes launched last July. The award of the

first  contracts

reportedly

is imminent.

lran should start oil transaction in Euro

TEHRAN - “The intro-
duction of Euro as a com-
mon currency in Europe is
a major step and Iran
should be the first to start
oil transactions in Euro,”
said an economist.

He told Tehran Times
that Euro will provide the
necessary ground for co-
ordination and concerted
action by the European

countries adding that the
EU has for the first time
since establishment in
1957 taken a concrete step
towards a healthy economy
in the entire continent.
Besides a common cur-
rency, there will be a Eu-
ropean  Central Bank
which will shape the over-
all economic policies of
these countries, he noted.

Excavations launched to unearth
ancient city in Kerman

KERMAN - Director
General of Kerman Cul-
tural Heritage De-

partment Mohammad Eb-
rahim Kazemi announced
that excavation works
have been launched to un-
earth the ancient city of
‘Poura’ in Jazmourian re-
gion of Kahnouj, Kerman
Province, south of Iran.
The official said that

based on the materials
discovered in Jazmour-
ian region, the place had
been used as a passage
by Alexander’s troops.
Archaeological stud-
ies began in November
to identify the cultural
texture of the ancient

site of ‘Mian Kouhi’ and
discover the city of
Poura.

TEHRAN

months.

capital.

Tehran-Almaty flights
suspended

- Tehran-Almaty weekly return flights
have been suspended due to lack of passengers.
Hagshenas, Iran Air representative in Kazakhstan,
said although the fall in number of passengers in January
was natural, however the number of Kazakh passengers
willing to fly to Iran has sharply reduced in the past few

Representative of a Kazakh travel agency said that
customs regulations at Tehran's Mehrabad airport is one
of the major obstacles in the way of travel to the Iranian

Voicing regret over suspension of Tehran-Almaty
flight, the lranian Ambassador to Kazakhstan Mohsen
Qashqavi called for measures to be taken to resume the
flight which used to take place on Fridays.

Conscriptsto serve
development causes

TEHRAN - Upon ap-
proval of the joint staff
command of  the armed
forces, the Construction Ji-
had Ministry will use the
services of a number of
conscripts for development
activities as of next year.

Deputy  Construction
Jihad Minister Mohammad
Hossein Emadi, said that

initially about 2,500 con-
scripts will join the min-
istry next year. The num-
ber, however, will be
extended to 10,000 within
five years, he added.

The conscripts  will
serve in the fields of fish-
ery, livestock breeding
and natural resources,
Emadi said.

Kazemi said that ac-
cording to archaeolog-
ical findings, the region
used to be a venue for
dialog among civiliza-
tions and cultures of the
time (about 250 B.C.)

Jazmourian  region,
located in the neighbor-
hood of a marshland of
the same name, is 400
km southeast of Kerman
and due to its special
geographical character-
istics is known as Mian
Kouhi region.

However, despite its
archaeological po-
tentians, the area has not
been identified yet.

The region which
was situated in the im-
portant state of Ge-
drouzia, between Ker-
mania and  Sakestan
(present  Sistan), bor-
dered the central plateau
on one side and India on
the west.

“Above all, the low
rate of interest that has
been fixed at three percent
is the most important out-
come,” he said adding that
the low interest rate will
provide incentives to the
prospective investors.”

Stating that Britain
first wants to see whether
the scheme of common
currency will succeed or
not, he said that the EU
has a three-year experi-
mental process in which it
will be enough to prove
whether the common cur-
rency works or not. Britain
will only then decide on
the issue, he pointed out.

Besides the common
currency, the EU members
will aso introduce a com-

mon policy on taxes,
which will help the econ-
omy of those countries.
The policy of a common
tax system will add to the
importance of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, if it is
given the power to levy
taxes, he said.

Oil producing countries
should start selling their
black gold through Euro,
which will be a major blow
to the U.S. dollar, he said
and pointed out “those oil
producing countries which
are close to the U.S. would
not switch from dollar to
Euro.”

Although it is risky for

Iran, it should start oil
transactions in Euro, he
concluded.

northeastern Province of
Khorasan ranks first, fol-
lowed by the provinces of
Gilan, Fars, Mazandaran
and East Azarbaijan. He
also said that the highest ra-
tio of women's candidacy
belongs to Tehran Province
with 7.9 percent and the
next provinces with the
most number of women

Khatami_receives Kuwaiti ambassador:

registrations stand as fol-
lows: Yazd 5 pc, Kerman
3,6 pc, Semnan 3.12 pc, Is-
fahan 3.1 pc and Gilan 2.6
pc.

A fina list of eligible
candidates will be pub-
lished on February 4.

The landmark vote will
alow lIranians to elect
around 200,000 men and

women for city and village
councils in thousands of ru-
ra and urban districts
throughout the country.
Around 720 mayors
will be appointed by the
councillors who will be
also responsible for en-
suring public participation
inlocal social, political, ec-
onomic and cultural affairs.

Regional countries must
protect security in region

TEHRAN - New Ku-
waiti Ambassador to Iran Ali
Suleyman as-Said on Mon-

day submitted his credentials
to President Mohammad
Khatami.

The president said the
identical religious belief as
well as culturad and his-
torical amity have formed
the foundations of relations
between Iran and Kuwait,
IRNA reported.

On the significance of re-
gional security, President
Khatami said, “we believe
the regional states should

protect the security in the
region in cooperation with
one another and stand
against any aggression or
bullying.”

The president said, “we
should uproot the causes of
disputein the region and re-
store security to theregion.”

President Khatami point-
ed to Iran’s condemnation of
the Iragi invasion of Kuwait
in 1990 and said Iran aso
strongly condemned the
U.S.-British air strikes on
Irag (in December) and
hoped that Irag's com-

pliance with the U.N. Secur-

ity  Council  resolutions
would help difuse tension in
the region.

The Kuwaiti ambassador
conveyed greetings of Ku-
waiti Emir Sheikh Jaber al-
Ahmad as-Sabah to Pres-
ident Khatami and said the
Kuwaiti emir is keenly fol-
lowing up the friendly re-
lations between the two
countries.

As-Said appreciated the
Islamic Republic of Iran's
position toward the 1990
Iragi invasion of Kuwait.

Iran-Saudi Arabia on path of

TEHRAN - Keeping
their differences aside, Iran
and Saudi Arabia seem to
have agreed for friendship
and mutual cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

This thought was ex-
pressed in an article, written
by Ghulam Sarwar, was pub-
lished in the latest issue of
popular  Urdu  biweekly
‘Dawat’ in New Delhi.

The article expressed
happiness and satisfaction
over close ties between the
two countries. It informed
that the two great Islamic
nations have agreed to solve
problems on the basis of mu-
tual cooperation, IRNA re-
ported from New Delhi.

The author cites the two-
day Iran-Saudi Arabia joint
economic commission,
which was held on De-
cember 16 in Riyadh to but-
tress his point.

The commission dis
cussed among other things,
the trade relations, banking,
environment and issues re-
lated to the youth. The com-
mission was presided over
by Saudi Minister of Trade
Osama Fagih, the article
said.

It said that relations be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran
became more visible when
President Mohammad Kha
tami took over as the new
president of the country.

His far sighted view, the
article said, has created a
new environment of friend-

Investigations underway Into
mysterious killings

TEHRAN - Reza Amini,
the security and disciplinary
advisor to lran's judiciary
chief said the judiciary
would track down domestic
and external hands behind a
spate of mysterious killings
in Tehran.

“The investigations
would go on to identify the
entirety of the current behind
the organized crimes,” IRNA
quoted him as saying.

He said some suspects
also arrested are under inter-
rogation and it may lead to
more arrests soon.

He said the technical
studies carried out by the ju-
diciary have led to some
clues to the murders. Thein-
telligence body and the cor-
oners are now investigating
the clues.

Amini  said technical
studies have indicated that
the organized crime is typ-
ical of the terrorist “Forgan
group” and a group attrib-
uted to Mehdi Hashemi.

The terrorist Forgan
group assassinated Ayatollah
Morteza Motahari (member
of the Revolutionary Coun-

Swiss company to build power plant in

TEHRAN - According
to a contract signed be-
tween the Swiss IBB com-
pany and Qeshm Free
Trade Zone, a 165-
megawatt power station
will be installed in Qeshm
in the Persian Gulf.

The contract was signed
for lran by managing di-
rector of Qeshm Free
Trade Zone and for IBB
company by its repre-
sentative.

Under the contract, a
Swiss bank will finance the

Qeshm island

construction of the 40 mil-
lion dollar gas-turbine pow-
er plant in Qeshm.

The required equipment
and machinery will be grad-
ually imported to the coun-
try after the contract is giv-
en the final approva of
Central Bank of Iran. The
station will start operation
one year after the delivery
of the needed equipment.

The total cost of the
project amounts to 300 bil-
lionrials.

Taking into considera-

tion the increasing number
of industrial units and elec-
tricity consumption in the
island, construction of the
plant seems to be necessary.
The Qeshm power plant not
only can generate the need-
ed electricity of Qeshm but
also transmit the surplus
power to other cities in
Hormuzgan Province.

cil) in the early days of vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion in 1979. Mehdi Ha
shemi was found guilty of
organizing armed campaign
against the Islamic Revolu-
tion in 1981 and then ex-
ecuted.

The judicia official said
certainly committing the
murders is backed from
abroad and the police experts
believe that they are in the
category  of  organized
crimes.

He said the way the for-
eign media reflected the
murders showed that certain
states or intelligence or-
ganizations have orchestrat-
ed them.

Amini caled for public
patience and cooperation
with the government to dis-
cover the origin of the or-
ganized crimesin Iran.

Two writers, Mohammad
Mokhtari, Mohammad Puy-
andeh, veteran political ac-
tivist Dariush Foruhar along
with his wife Parvaneh were
killed in Tehran within a
month in a spate of mysteri-
ous organized crimes.
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friendship

ship and relationship be-
tween the two countries.

Similarly, the participa-
tion of Saudi Crown Prince
Abdullah in recently con-
cluded OIC summit has
helped in clearing all doubts.

The article referred to the
joint agreement signed by
Saudi Foreign Minister Saud
a Faisa and his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi
in May last year. In the
agreement it was decided
that both the countries would
cooperate with each other in
the field of trade, science
and technology.

The article further added
that formalities have been
completed for air service be-
tween Riyadh, Jeddah and
Tehran.

The Iranian commerce
minister has also announced
that Tehran will  organize
an exhibition especially for
Saudi made goods after the
fasting month of Ramadhan.

In his concluding re-
marks the author said, “now
we should hope that a new
atmosphere of friendship,
fraternity and cooperation
will emerge between the two
great Islamic countries.”

ported.

Specia ceremony to be held
to commemorate Takhti

TEHRAN - Iranian Wrestling Federation said it
would hold specia ceremony to commemorate Iranian
contemporary wrestler Gholam-Reza Takhti on Thursday,
marking the 31st anniversary of his death.

The federation said it has planned to lay the founda-
tion stone of a sport stadium named after the national
hero, Takhti in the vicinity of his grave-yard, IRNA re-

Takhti, a national hero is honored by the Iranian na-
tion for the Islamic virtues in his character and his hu-
manist attitude. He used to raise fund to help the poor.

Takhti who won more than a dozen gold medals for
Iran in the Olympics and other international events is also
known as a political activist who opposed the former re-
gimedied in 1968 at the age of 37.

Iran, Turkey negotiating
settlement of fuel transfer problem

TEHRAN - Head of
Iran’s Customs Administra-
tion Mehdi Karbasian said
that efforts are underway to
solve the problem of transit
of fuel from Iran to Turkey,
adding that Turkish officials
have given favorable prom-
ises in this connection.

Speaking to IRNA, Kar-
basian said that the reason
for the recent announcement
by the Transportation and
Terminals Organization of
Iran was heavy traffic of
trucks carrying fuel on axis

leading to Bazargan and
Seru border checkpoints
with Turkey.

The announcement had
asked truck owners not to
transfer fuel  from Caspian
Seaportsto Turkey.

He said that over 5,000
trucks carrying fuel are now
waiting on the said routes to
receive permission to leave
the country.

Karbasian said that giv-

en the increase in transit of
fuel from Iran to Turkey in
the current year, Iran’s Cus-
toms Administration  has
activated Seru border check-
point as well.

He said, however, the
reduction in traffic of trucks
carrying fuel through Ba-
zargan and Seru border
crossings is due to certain
problems caused at customs
points in Turkey and has
nothing to do with Iran's
Customs Administration.

The official said that in
order to solve the said prob-
lems, so far two rounds of
talks have been held with
Turkish officials.

He said that efforts by
the Turkish side have been
halted due to Christmas hol-
idays, expressing the hope
that through coordination
made so far the problem
concerning the transfer of
fuel to Turkey will be
solved soon.
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