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Cypriot Parliament president ETT E I_ A’ AT

to visit lran |

TEHRAN - The President of Cypriot Parliament Spyros Kyprianou is
expected to pay an official visit to Tehran at the invitation of Majlis Speak-
er, Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri in March.

Iran’'s new Ambassador to Nicosia, Bahman Agharezi held a meeting
with the parliamentary leader Tuesday and submitted an official invitation

Tajikistan calls for economic
cooperati on with Iran, Russia

TEHRAN - Tgjik President Imomali Rakhmonov  called for establish-
ment of trilateral economic relations between Iran, Russia and Tajikistan.

Zafar Saidov, Rakhmonov’s spokesman, said that the Tajik president
made the remark in a meeting with Russian ambassador to the Tgjik capital,
Dushanbe.

N T E R N A T I O N A L

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

from Iran’s Majlis speaker, IRNA reported from Athens, quoting CNA.
The two sides exchanged views on bilateral relations and

parliamentary cooperation.

inter-
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Leader addressing members of Supreme Cultural Revolution Council:

Cultural management needed
to counter cultural chaos

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Idamic Revolution
Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei
here Tuesday termed the Su-
preme Cultural Revolution
Council as amanifestation of
cooperation  between the
seminaries and universities
and stressed that it was a
necessary organ to cope with
the cultura issues of the
country.

He said cooperation be-
tween seminaries and uni-
versities was a great achieve-
ment of the Islamic
Revolution despite great ef-
forts to keep the two sectors
divided, IRNA reported.

Stressing the ‘great re-
sponsibility’ shouldered by
the Supreme Cultural Rev-
olution Council, the Leader
underlined the need for cul-
tural management to counter
cultural chaos in the society

with the SCRC at its core.

“Anarchy in al vital sec-
tors of society, including the
cultural sector is detrimental
and unacceptable,” stressed
the Leader.

“Today, Islamic Iran is
not the only country which
takes the issue of cultural on-
slaught seriously. All non-
European and non-American
countries and even Eu-
ropeans, are raising their
voices against the offensive
American culture and over
the question of movies and
other artistic products.

“Therefore, when we
have accepted that the en-
emies are using economic, as
well as military, propaganda
and political weapons to
counter the Islamic Revolu-
tion, we should presume that
they are also employing cul-
tural means to bring the Is-

lamic Revolution to its
knees.”

The Leader also noted
that the enemies were at-
tacking the people's faith
and beliefs under various
pretexts and called for ‘peo-
ple of thought and ideas’ to
vigilantly counter the en-
emy’s ‘factual’ cultura as-
sault.

“l am a cultural person
and do not fear opposing ide-
as. | am aso not in the least
concerned to see an absolute-
ly wrong idea raised in the
society,” said the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenei
then said the concoction of
political lines of thinking

and blunders in wrongly
identifying the cultural at-
titudes is regarded as one of

the ‘greatest dangers that

Justice official survives
assassination attempt

TEHRAN - Head of Teh-
ran Province Justice De-

partment  Ali Razini sur-
vived an  assassination

attempt on Tuesday night
when two assailants riding a
motorcycle attached ex-
plosivesto hiscar.

The incident took place
when Razini was leaving for
his home from his office, in
the Imam Khomeini judicial
complex in Sadi street,
downtown Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

He was wounded in the
right leg and underwent an
operation in a Tehran hos-
pital. His general condition
was reported satisfactory.

Apart from Razini and
his driver four pedestrians,
including a 14-year old boy,
wereinjured.

A 30-year old man was
killed in the incident.

Following the abortive

assassination attempt on the
life of Razini, Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari visited him at the hos-
pital on behalf of President
Mohammad Khatami to con-
vey president's persona
message to him.

After leaving the hos
pital, Lari said that at the in-
struction of President Kha
tami the Information
Ministry and law enforce-
ment are closely pursuing
the matter for the arrest of
the perpetrators.

In another development,
the public relations office of
the Information Ministry in a
statement said that with the
cooperation of president’s
special investigating com-
mittee the ministry has suc-
ceeded in identifying the net-
work, arresting  its
members and finally handing
them over to the law author-

Work starts on Indo-Iran

ities.

“Unfortunately a few ir-
responsible, evil-minded and
wilful colleagues of this
ministry...perpetrated
these crimes,” said the state-
ment.

The Information Min-
istry severely condemns all
forms of criminal acts
against mankind and all
kinds of threats against the
safety and security of fellow
Iranian citizens, it stressed.

It said that the ministry is
decisively resolved to uproot
al instigators who intend to
create political chaos in the
society.

It pledged to follow up
the case until &l those in-
volved in the conspiracy,
both inside and outside the
country, are identified,
brought to justice and pun-
ished accordingly.

rallway signall

emanates from cultural con-

flicts. In another part of his
speech, the Leader attached
great importance to the role
of pressin the dissemination
of essential news, however
he said that the Western
press like that of the United
States which claim to have
freedom of press and
thought, dightingly present
news which are in the inter-
est of certain groups like the
Zionist being considered as
something very sacred.

“Therefore, press which
is considered as a pillar of
freedom and peopl€'s rights
cannot present whatever
comes to its mind, which
could be contrary to the re-
ligious beliefs of people that
would endanger their cul-
tural vaues,” added the
Leader.

The Leader highly ap-
preciated President Kha
tami’s presence as the head
of the Supreme Cultura
Revolution Council and as
the most distinguished ac-
ademic personality, semi-
nary scholar and cultura fig-
ure.

In a brief speech Pres-
ident Khatami stressed the
importance of the supreme
council’s role in formulating
policies in the cultural, ed-
ucational and academic ar-
ess.

Seoul seeking

expansion of

relations with
Tehran

TEHRAN - South Ko-
rean Ambassador to Teh-
ran Shin Jang Bum told
Minister of Post, Tele-
graph and Telephone
(PTT) Mohammad-Reza
Aref here on Tuesday that
expansion of ties with
Tehran is one of the im-
portant goals of his gov-
ernment.

Shin Jang Bum called
on lranian companies to
have closer cooperation
with South Korean tele-
communications com-
panies, IRNA reported.

He said that South Ko-
rean telecommunications
companies are ready to
transfer technological
know-how to Iran.

Aref said for his part
that Iranian officials be-
lieve in promoting tech-
nical relations with the
countries with which they
have good political re-
lations.

He said that given the
existing potential, Iran and
South Korea are expected
to upgrade their relations
in telecommunications
fields in line with their
mutual interests.

Iran is determined to
step up its postal and tele-
communication activities
in the Third Five-Year Ec-
onomic Development Plan
(2000-2004), Aref con-
cluded.

President:

He quoted Rakhmonov as saying that signing agreements on economic
cooperation will be to the benefit of al the three countries.

Science, faith main pillars
of man’s progress

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
here on Tuesday that science
and faith are the two main
pillars of man’s progress and
universities should work to
consolidate these two pillars.

Khatami told hundreds
of Basiji college students
and professors that a science
without faith and a science
used for cheap worldly goals
will be disastrous for human-
ity, IRNA reported.

The president was speak-
ing at the opening session of
the second congress com-
memorating the martyred
college students at Allameh
Amini hall of Tehran Uni-
versity.

He said that faith without
science, however, would re-
sult in indulgence in foolish
prejudices and thoughts in a
bid to gain access to ab-
solute divine facts.

Underlining the role of
universities and seminaries
in guiding man towards
progress, Khatami said that
seminaries and academic
centers are expected to put
faith and science together.

He praised the lofty stat-
us of martyrs of the sacred
defense (1980-88), especia-
ly martyred students.

Elsawhere in his re-
marks, President Khatami
said the country today needs

Azerbaijan, Iran to promote
bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Four agree-
ments previously signed be-
tween the governments of
Iran and Azerbaijan were rat-
ified by the Azeri President,
Heydar Aliyev in Baku on

Monday.
Agreements which are
effective immediately in-

clude, promotion and sup-
port of bilateral investments.
They were signed between

INg project

TEHRAN - Though a
year behind schedule, the
work on Indo-Iran railway
signalling project has finally
begun. An information to
this effect was given by the
Railways Ministry of India
to IRNA in New Delhi Tues-
day.
As per the project, In-
dias state-owned Indian
Railways Construction Inter-
national Ltd. (IRCON) will

install signalling equipment
worth Dlrs 25 million at 27
stations  in  Shahroud-
Mashahd rail-road sector in
north Iran.

“The work on project has
recently started following
the opening of the letter of
credit (LC) by Iran,” said
Ministry of Railways' public
sector unit director, Rakesh
Goyal, to IRNA Tuesday.

According to Goyal, the

delayed opening of the LC
by Iran led to the project not
getting executed earlier.

The railway signalling
agreement was signed in
June 1997. The project will
take about 18 months to
complete.

Earlier in July 1995, In-
diaand Iran signed an agree-
ment on the instalation of
signals on Bandar Abbas
Ahvaz route, south Iran.

Press supervisory board revokes
licenses of two weeklies

TEHRAN - The press su-
pervisory board revoked
publishing licenses of ‘Sha-
lamcheh' and  'Fakour’
weeklies on Monday, an-
nounced Director General of

125-year-old
man till
leading a
happy life

TEHRAN - A 125-year-
old residence of Oshtorinan
district in Boroujerd, in
western province of Lore-
stan, advised the youths to
further  appreciate  im-
portance of sports in keep-
ing them robust.

Majid Mgjidi, a healthy
dweller of Darreh-Gol Vvil-
lage who breeds livestock,
told IRNA that all through
his life he had taken herbal
medicine for remedy.

Mgjidi has three daugh-
ters, four sons and 30 grand-
children and grand grand-
children.

He recalls the reign of
Ahmad Shah of Qajar dy-
nasty when he says the
country was stripped of se-
curity and most villages
were scenes of assaults by
rebels. He wished he could
live longer in order to serve
people and his children.

Darreh-Gol village is 35
km from Boroujerd with
about 3,500 households.

the Local Press of the Min-
istry of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Issa Saharkhiz.
Saharkhiz said that mem-
bers of the press supervisory
board made the decision
with regard to the article
which appeared on page 3 of
issue 40 of Shalamcheh, ti-
tled “Mr. Ganji, the same fa-
mous person whose file was

retrieved from SAVAK”
(former regime’sintelligence
service).

Therefore, he added, due
to the fact that the article di-
rectly insulted the late Grand
Ayatollah Khoel, the board
revoked the publishing li-
cense of the weekly.

The board aso revoked
the license of another weekly
‘Fakour’ for not publishing

regularly during the past
ear

Moreover, Saharkhiz
said, since the publication of
the weekly in May 1997 un-
til the time the press super-
visory board sent its case to
the press court on february
16, 1997, Fakour had re-
ceived repeated verba and
written notices.

The Culture and Guid-
ance Ministry officia was
quoted by IRNA as saying
that the case of ‘Doustan’
weekly has been sent to Teh-
ran Justice Department for
legal proceedings due to re-
peated violations.

Meanwhile, cases of
three other publications, are
on the agenda of the super-
visory board.

However, in 1996, Iran’'s
Ministry of Roads and
Transportation favoured the
Shahroud-Mashhad  route,
mainly because of its im-
portance vis-a-vis lran’ s rail-
road commerce with Central
Asian countries. This led to
the signing of the July 1997
agreement.

the two governments on Oc-
tober 28, 1996.

Other agreements which
cover matters of judicial as-
sistance, extradition of fu-
gitives and exchange of con-
victs were signed between
the two governments on Feb-
ruary 21, 1998.

Meanwhile, new Azeri
Ambassador to Iran Abass
Ali Hassanov said that of-
ficials of the Azerbaijan Re-
public are working hard to
neutralize the effects of neg-
ative propaganda about Teh-
ran-Baku relations.

Meeting with Minister of
Cooperatives Morteza Haji,
Hassanov referring to  bi-
lateral economic relations
added, “Iranian-made goods
are of high quality and many
of them are sold in Baku un-
der a the name of another
country.”

Hassanov further stated

Head of defense commission:

that the expansion of bi-
lateral relations is beneficia
to both countries.

He aso said, “lranian-
made medicines are of high
quality and less expensive
compared to those of other
countries.”

The Azeri ambassador
caled the presence of Ira
nian contractors in Azer-
baijan’s development pro-
jects as being in the interests
of the two counties.

Haji, also the head of
joint cooperation commis-
sion stressed that Iran and
Azerbaijan should not let
those who are not happy
with their bilateral ties, dis-
turb the relations between
the two countries.

The two sides aso
agreed that the fourth session
of the joint economic com-
mission should be held in
April.

vigilant and brave youth
more than any time before.

“We should understand
the youth today ... if the
youth feel that they are re-
spected in the Islamic system
and alowed to express and
exchange their views and
have a role on all the polit-
ical, sociad and culturd
scenes, they will surely be-
come more emotionaly at-
tached to the system,” he
added. One cannot ignore re-
ligion under the pretext of
science, said President Kha-
tami, adding that nor can one
ignore science under the pre-
text of religion.

After the president’s
speech, commander of Basij

resistance forces Brigadier
General Hejazi told the gath-
ering that the congress is
held with an aim to com-
memorate 3,500 martyred
college students.

Heazi said there are
147,000 students active at
student Basij centers.

A number of state and
military personalities, in-
cluding commander of the
Islamic Revolution’s Guards
Corps (IRGC) Yahya Rahim
Safavi, Culture and Higher
Education Minister Mostafa
Moeen, Health Minister Mo-
hammad Farhadi and Educa-
tion Minister Hossein Mo-
zaffar, were present at the
congress.

Chinese envoy:

to attract wide-scale
reported.

bilateral cooperation.

Hashemi

|ations.

Iran and China and the

Beijing keen to develop
cooperation with Tehran

TEHRAN - Chinese Ambassador to Iran Wang Shi-
Jie saidin Tehran on Tuesday that Beijing is willing to
develop cooperation with Tehran.

In a meeting with head of Iran-China parliamentary
friendship group Taha Hashemi, Shi-Jie said the Islamic
Republic of Iranisaregiona power and in addition to its
own market with 60 million population, it has managed
international cooperation, IRNA

The ambassador referred to Iran-China coop-
eration in building Tehran subway as a clear example of

Hashemi pointing to the sensitive role of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the Middle East and the significant
status of Chinaiin the international organizations, called
for boosting of mutual relations.

He expressed pleasure with the common stand of Iran
and China towards the theory of unipolar world and the
current level of relations between the two countries.
said economic relations between the two
countries should keep pace with their diplomatic re-

Hashemi said there exists enormous grounds for bi-
lateral and multi-lateral economic cooperation between
Iranian Parliament supports de-
velopment of relations with China.

Malaysian entrepreneurs
ready to invest in Kish

TEHRAN - A group of
Malaysians have expressed
readiness to invest in Kish
island.

Talking to IRNA, the
entrepreneurs said the island
is afavorable place for trad-
ing, production and export
of goods to the Central
Asian countries.

The Malaysian group
also visited the island’'s in-
dustrial units and tourist at-
tractions and discussed with
the officials of Kish Free

Next year budget must give priority to defense issues

TEHRAN - Head of the
defense commission of the
Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ayatollah
Mohammad Ali Movahedi
Kermani said that during
debates on next year's bud-
get bill, priority should be

given to the affairs relevant
to the country’ s defense.

Educational affairs as
well as issues related to
health should be also given
priority in the debate, he
told IRNA.

Stressing  the  im-

portance of defense issues,
Movahedi Kermani  said
that a country unable to de-
fend itself will lose every-
thing.

On a probable fall in
budget allocation to the an-
nual military exercises of

U.S. increasingly sensitive about
Ceyhan pipeline doubts

TEHRAN - TheU.S. ad-
ministration has denied that
the building of a main oil
export pipeline from Baku to
the Turkish port of Ceyhan
was becoming more and
more uncertain.

Replying to a report in
the Economist magazine that
the prospects “rarely looked
so doubtful,” Counsellor to
the U.S. Commerce De

partment, Jan Kalicki, in-
sisted that the project “never
looked better.”

He admitted that the bulk
of output from eastern Cas-
pian producers will flow to a
Russian terminal on the
Black Sea“may be true,” but
contended that there was sig-
nificant potential for boost-
ing the proven oil reserves of
Kazakhstan, IRNA reported

Second stage of excavations
|launched 1N ancient city

TEHRAN The sec-
ond stage of archeolog-
ical  excavations has
been launched to specify
the limits of the ancient
city of ‘Shahr-e Sukh-
teh’ (burned city) in the
southeastern province of
Sistan-Baluchestan.

The city was erected
3200 years B.C. and was
alive for about a mil-
lennium. With a span of
151 hectares, the city is
among the most ex-
panded areas at the ad-
vent of the urban dwell-
ing phenomenon in the
Near East.

The hilly land where
Shahr-e Sukhteh is locat-
ed is the largest well-
known area and was the
main social, political and
cultural center through-
out southeastern Iran in
the fourth to second mil-
lennium B.C.

The remains of the
city which embodies four
linked residential, cen-
tral, industrial and ce-
metery hillsides, is situ-
ated 55 km southwest of
Zabol, enroute to Za-
hedan, capital city of the
province.

The unearthed clay

water and sewage pipe-
lines and houses and al-
leys in an orderly shape
are all indications to a
sound urban planning
there. The discovery of
evidences proving per-
formance of the first
brain surgery for the
treatment of  hydro-
cephaly and wooden
pieces of an entertain-
ment device such as
chess, all attest to social
development of Shahr-e
Sukhteh.

Apparently, most of
the inhabitants of the city
were engaged in in-

dustrial and trade activ-
itiesaswell asin breeding

livestocks, fishing and
hunting birds.
Shahr-e Sukhteh

which reached the peak of
its development about
4500 years ago was af-
fected by a severe social-
political crisis at the same
time and later was de-
stroyed as a result of land-
slide on the bed of Hir-
mand river.

from London.

If fully redlized, these
additions could exceed the
capacity of the Caspian pipe-
line consortium’s first and
second-phase pipelines  to
the Russian Black Sea coast,
the U.S. official said.

Arguing that Washington
was not losing the battle in
supporting the Ceyhan pipe-
line, he maintained a western
feasibility study on  creat-
ing a unified system of oil
and gas pipelines from Ka
zakhstan to Turkey was an
important step in enhancing
theviability of the  route.

Such developments, to-
gether with the likelihood of
incentives from  regiona
governments, would ul-
timately make Baku-Ceyhan
the optimal route for Caspian
oil exports, Kalicki insisted.

His letter follows oail
companies and bankers ex-
pressing reservations about
the economic viability of the
U.S. sponsored pipeline
route, while the main west-
ern consortium in Azerbaijan
repeatedly delayed making a
commitment to the plan.
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the armed forces, he said
that military maneuvers
will  further activate mil-
itary forces. However, he
added that the volume of
the exercises should be de-
termined by military ex-
perts.

Trade Zone (FTZ) in-
vestment potential of the is-
land.

The Malaysian investors
are specifically interested in
making investment in the is-
land’s natural gas and en-
ergy sector.

The director of public
relations department of Kish
FTZ Mohammad Safavi
said that since ratification of
the law on free trade zone
by the Islamic Consultative
Assembly  (Mdjlis), in-
vestors from the Phi-
lippines, Kuwait, Bulgaria
and Germany have visited
theisland.

Safavi said that access-
ibility of tourist, and his-
torical sites and availability
of international airport,
lodging and other industrial
and infrastructural facilities
have created an atmosphere
conducive to foreign in-
vestments.

Association of airlines
starts operation

TEHRAN - The association of airlines has started
operation in Iran in an effort to raise cooperation and re-
move ingtitutional problemsin the aviation industry.

An announcement by the secretariat of the associa
tion pointed to  the reduction in expenses, prevention of
financial loss on domestic flights and provision of an
equal opportunity both for government and private com-
panies as major goals followed by the association.

It further referred to the provision of the required
hard currency from within the aviation industry, attrac-
tion of domestic and foreign investment for the purchase
or leasing of modern airplanes and improvement of tech-
nology as among other targets.

The association called for formation of a supreme
aviation council with the presence of its representative
to fix ticket prices with regard to the costs.

It also called for an equa share in the allocation of
foreign flights, direct and indirect financia assistance of
government and formulation of a specific policy for the
expansion of aviation industry.
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