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PLANET FRLK

Out of this world call prices

lran

Germany
France
USA
Canada
Australia
Japan

48p

12p
12p

p
11p
13p
16p

Rates are inclusive of VAT
and apply all day every day!

Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029
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President Khatami to visit
Dhaka for D-8 summit

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami is to visit Bangladeh in
March for the second D-8 summit, Tehran Times quoted Bangladeshi Charge

d’ Affaires Farooq Amin as saying.
Amin added that Khatami as the Chairman of the Organization of the Is- I N

lamic Conference (OIC) “will bear great significance for the summit and its

success.”

He said that Bangladesh is awaiting the most warmly reception of Kha-
tami in Dhaka, adding that the visit will commence a historic chapter in Iran-

Bangladesh relations.

D-8 groups Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nigeria, Paki-
stan and Turkey. The first D-8 summit was held in Turkey in 1996.

Leader addressing Friday prayers:

Recent killings detrimental
to nation, government

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Tehran Friday prayers
Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei
stated Friday that the recent
political killings in Iran
“could not have been with-
out aforeign scenario.”

“1 don’t think the issue is
over. This seemsto bealong
story,” IRNA reported.

“l cannot accept that
these murders took place
without a foreign scenario
behind them. This is im-
possible. These killings were
to the detriment of the peo-
ple, the government and the
system.”

Addressing a large group
of fasting worshippers at the
Tehran University and its
nearby streets, the Leader
further praised the In-
formation Ministry’s “brave”
move in disclosing the recent
killlings.

The Information Min-
istry on Tuesday reveaed
that a number of its secret
police agents were involved
in the recent seria killings of
a least five dissidents and
opposition figures.

Dariush Forouhar (leader
of the Iran Nation Party) and
his wife, Parvaneh were
stabbed to death in their Teh-
ran house in November.

Three secular writers
also disappeared and were
later found dead under mys-
terious circumstances.

The Leader said what
had occurred was “un-
precedented” and once again
condemned the killings as
“ugly and hateful”

acts.

“Nothing like this had
happened to us. This in-
cident, like many other
events, made our enemies
happy and provided them
with another chance to harm
the system from propaganda

point of view, of course; to
raise their propaganda loud-
speakers against the system
and repeat the same old ac-
cusations against us.”

He accused the foreign
media, including Western ra-
dio services, of aways try-
ing to undermine the Islamic
regime in Iran. He said that
over the past two decades,
these media had taken ad-
vantage of every sweet or
bitter event in Iran to harm
the Islamic system.

“l am not surprised at
the propaganda ballyhoo of
the foreign media. But | am
surprised at what some of
our own media, including
the press, are doing. They
are acting exactly like our
enemies. They are like a stu-
pid child who would make
fun of his father when heis
at odds with someone else.”

The Leader said the
spate of the recent murders
had forced the system and
the government to spend a
lot of time and energy on
something “unnecessary.”

“The government is a-
ready facing a lot of prob-
lems. We are having our
own economic difficulties,
the problems of ail, foreign
trade, non-oil  exports,
(shortage of) money and for-
eign exchange, and foreign
policy issues.

“Amidst all these prob-
lems and as the officials are
endeavoring to cope with
them, we suddenly see such
an evil phenomenon emerg-
ing and exacerbate our prob-
lems.”

However, the Leader
praised the Information Min-
istry, the person of the min-
ister and his personnel, as
well as the president and the
committee he had appointed
to investigate the incident,
for their “hard work.”

try.

ther stated, IRNA reported.

UNHCR deniesiran
forcing Afghan refugees
toreturn home

TEHRAN - The United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) has denied reports that Iran is
forcing Afghan refugees to return to the war-torn coun-

“There has been no forced repatriation of Afghan ref-
ugees by Iran but more than 11,000 Afghans left Iran vol-
untarily,” Gholam Abbas, the UNHCR officer in charge
here told the German news agency, DPA, Thursday.

“The repatriation was effected between November
and end of December with the coordination of the
UNHCR and the Iranian Interior Ministry but there has
been no U.N. monitoring at the border line,” Abbas fur-

Iranis till host to some 1.5 million Afghan refugees.
despite facing enormous difficulties after the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution and as a result of the war (1980-1988)
imposed on the newly-established republic by neigh-
boring Irag, the Tehran government’s humane treatment
of afew million Afghan, Iragi and Kurdish refugees over
the past two decades has always been hailed by inter-
national organizations, particularly the United Nations.
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“They left behind a very
difficult experience. It is not
a joke for them to fed a
weak point within and raise
the matter with the people
honestly,” he said.

The Leader said cases
even more acute than what
had happened in Iran, were
rampant with the intelligence
services of other countries
and cited as a few examples
the CIA, the Mossad and the
Intelligence Service.

“You will be shocked to
learn about the scope of the

crimes, assassi nations,
bombings, intimidations, etc.
committed by these in-

telligence services,” he said,
adding that they would never
openly admit their crimes.

Ayatollah Khamenei said
the Information Ministry had
some enemies and with the
recent exposures, they in-
tended to take revenge of
the ministry.

“Because of the crime
committed by several per-
sons, some people want to
take revenge on the In-
formation Ministry. But | tell
you dear ones, do not lose
your morae, maintain the
stronghold and (continue to)

protect the nation. The en-
emy is after a propaganda
war in order to rekindle the
wave of terror and in-
timidation,” noted the
Leader.

He said were it not for
the hard work and devotion
of the Information Ministry
staff in the early years after
the 1979 Idamic Revolu-
tion, “the revolution would
not have survived.” He add-
ed that the committed and
efficient managers of the In-
formation Ministry had
managed to halt the wave of
political assassinations in the

country during the past
years.
Elsewhere in his re-

marks, the Leader noted: “an
internal group (within the
Information Ministry), no
matter how fanatic they may
be, could not have done this
(the killings). The victims
were not the type to pose a
threat to the system. They
could not be the Information
Ministry targets - a person
like Forouhar, for instance.
“Forouhar was our friend
before the revolution; our
colleague after the revolu-
tion; and our harmless en-

emy after the wave of plots
against the revolution start-
ed. He was not popular nor
had he any influence. To be
fair, he was not a wicked
guy, particularly his wife.
Those who kill a person like
Forouhar cannot be friends
of the system.

“As for the writers, | had
not even heard the names of
some of them. It is im-
possible for me not to know
a well-known domestic writ-
er or intellectual. But these
people were not realy that
knowninside the country.

“How is it possible to
accept that those behind the
killings were not foreign-
ers? | believe it is an or-
chestrated scenario. The
root cause must be dis
covered. | have asked the
Information Ministry and
emphasized this to the pres-
ident as well, that they
should go after the issue and
find the clues. They must be
vigilant. There could be
some sold-out agents (with-
in the ministry who did
this). We should not take
the matter so simply as it
seems,” the Leader con-
cluded.

Iran, Austriareview prospects
for broadening ties

TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador to Vienna Ebrahim Rahimpour and
Deputy Foreign Minister of Austria Albert Rohan in Vienna Saturday re-
viewed details for implementing agreements arrived at between
Austria on December 18 They aso reviewed prospects for broadening re-
lations between the two countriesin the area of economy and culture, IRNA
reported from Vienna. The Austrian Foreign Ministry official said an Eu-
ropean commission would visit Tehran later on this year as a prelude to prac-
tical cooperation between Iran and the European Union.

He said prospects for closer relations between the two countries were
very good, and observed that his government was ready to proceed with
practical work in that area.

Iran and

President:

TEHRAN -

referred to the recent

week, but that they failed.

President Mohammad
Khatami on Friday night participated in a
ceremony at Imam Khomeini’s holy shrine
at Behesht-e Zahra cemetery in south Teh-
ran in commemoration of the anniversary
of Imam Ali (a.s.) martyrdom.

In his speech at the ceremony he aso
killings and as-
sassinations in Tehran and said that they
had been designed by a group of people
who would not see the stability of the Is-
lamic Republic, IRNA reported.

He said terrorists had also attempted
againgt the life of the head of the Justice
Department of Tehran earlier on this

He reiterated that the Leader of the |s-

Violence must be eradicated

lamic Revolution has emphasized that the
criminals have to be uprooted and noted
that he himself is determined to follow up
on the matter and help eradicate violence.

President Khatami said the Islamic Re-
public is a republic inspired by the prin-
ciples to which Imam Ali (a.s.) aspired. He
added the founder of the Islamic Revolution
aspired to Imam Ali (a.s.), and added that
the Leader of the Islamic Revolution and
government officials aspire to the teachings
and to the ideological indoctrinations of
Imam Ali (as.).

He said a government with that de-
scription naturaly has enemies as did the
government of Imam Ali (as.) a the early
years of 1slam.

Norway’ s Saga Petroleum wants
to start operationsin Iran

TEHRAN - Norwegian
oil group Saga Petroleum
said Friday it has asked per-
mission from authorities in
Tehran to begin negotiations
on participation in two Ira
nian oil fields.

Possible talks over the
Dehluran and Cheshmeh-
Khosh fields would clarify
whether a basis exists for
Norwegian investments in
Iran’s oil industry, AFP
quoted the company as say-
ing.

No financial details were
enclosed.

A U.S. law implemented

lran, Tajikistan discuss
defense cooperation

TEHRAN - In a meet-
ing between Iranian am-
bassador to Dushanbe
and Tajikistan's defense
minister on Friday, bi-
lateral cooperation in de-
fensive affairs was dis-

cussed.
Iranian Ambassador
Rasoul Mousavi in the

meeting conferred with
Tajik Defense Minister

Shirali Kheirollahov
about the ways and
means of implementing

already signed defense
pacts between the two
countries, IRNA reported
from Dushanbe.

Mousavi told the Ta-
jik minister that an Ira-
nian defense delegation
is shortly to visit Tajiki-
stan to follow up those
agreements.

The Tajik minister
said in the meeting that
bilateral cooperation in
defensive affairs is in
line with the national and
regional interests of both
countries.

He also called for us-
ing lran’s experience in
performing military pa-
rades. He said that the
Tajik army is to perform
its first major parade
next year on the occasion
of the 1,100th an-

Over 4m tons of steel produced

TEHRAN - Over 4.17
million tons of unprocessed
steel have been produced by
the country’s steel producing
units in the first nine months
of the current Iranian year,
(started March 21).

Mussa Agaie Lankarani,
deputy head of National Ira-
nian Sted Company in
charge of planning and pro-
jects said that the figure is
89 percent of the planned
program for the period.

The country’s total final

1IN 9 months

steel production stood at
3.32 million tons in the same
period, he added.

It has been predicted that
some six million tons of un-
processed steed and some
five million tons of final
products would be produced
by the end of the year,
March 20, 1999, Lankarani
said.

Iran’s unprocessed steel
production stood at
6,059,348 tons in the pre-
ceding year, he said.

Thursday.

qust.

1997, respectively.

Germany
purchase of Iranian oil

TEHRAN - Germany’s imports of Iranian oil has been
dwindled from 194,000 tons in October to 83,000 tons in
November, reported the German Economy Bureau on

The report also said that Germany’s oil imports from
Iran were worth 11.868 million mark, (6.68 million Eu-
ros), in November, IRNA reported from Bonn.

The worth of Germany’s imports of Iranian crude
amounted to 30.281 million mark in October, 17.763 mil-
lion mark in September and 13,791 million mark in Au-

The total German purchase of Iranian oil stood at
968,000 tons in the first 11 months of last year, compared
1,120 tonsin the corresponding period the preceding year.

According to the report Germany also bought 902,000
and 1,163 tons of oil from Iran in the years 1996 and

reduces

On iron ore production
in the country, he said that
the iron ore produced by
units affiliated to the Na
tiona Iranian Steel Com-
pany increased to four mil-
lion tons in the said period.

It has been predicted that
some 5.2 million tons of iron
ore would be produced by
the said units by March 20,
1999, Lankarani  added.

As for the country's coal
production, he said that the
produced coa in the same
period shows an increase of
34 percent compared to the
corresponding period last
year.

niversary of the forma-
tion of the Samanides dy-

nasty.
Meanwhile, pro-
motion of Tehran-

Dushanbe relations and
implementation of recent
agreements signed be-
tween the two countries
were discussed by the Ira-
nian ambassador and
Tajik Foreign Minister
Talbak Nazarov Thurs-
day.

At the end of the visit
to Tehran of Tajik Pres-
ident Imomali Rahmanov

Pakistan:

in December, Iran and Taj-
ikistan signed ten coop-
eration agreements in the
fields of banking, defense,
dam, railway and power
plants construction.

Mousavi said that dur-
ing the meeting the two
sides explored ways of im-
plementating the agree-
ments.

He added that the two
sides also discussed pro-
motion  of Tehran-
Dushanbe defense coop-
eration and regiona de-
velopments including the

situation in Afghanistan.

Raising the proposal
made by Tajik president on
economic cooperation be-
tween Iran, Russia and
Tajikistan, Nazarov called
on Iran to follow up the
case.

Referring to his talks
with Pakistani officials on
developments in  Af-
ghanistan, he said Tajiki-
stan considers diplomatic
means and formation of a
broad-based government as
the only solution to the Af-
ghan crisis.

Enemies sowing seeds of
discord in lran-Pakistan ties

TEHRAN - The spokes-
man for Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry Tariq Altaf said
that there is a “third party”,
which does not like to see an
atmosphere of friendly re-
lation between Iran and Paki-
stan.

Refraining from naming
the party, he added, “the
third party aso likes to see
the two countries remain dis-
tant through an atmosphere
suspicion,” IRNA reported
from Islamabad.

Altaf further stated that
the trip by the Pakistani For-
eign  Secretary Shamshad
Ahmad Khan to Iran was
highly successful and re-
sulted in two countries forg-
ing closer ties.

Shamshad Ahmad Khan
was received warmly by the
Iranian officials and the Pak-
istani prime minister's mes-
sage was delivered to the Ira-
nian president, Altaf said.

The Pakistani official
added that the two countries,
while trying to remove ex-
isting suspicion between the
two nations, have agreed to
cooperate, as two of im-
portant Muslim countries, to
preserve the peace in the re-
gion.

Altaf stated that the Pak-
istani foreign secretary’svis-
it to Tehran, heralds the era

of economic and cultural
cooperation and bilateral re-
lations.

Shamshad Ahmad Khan
was in Tehran on a 3-day of-
ficial visit last week.

Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
istry in a statement prior to
Ahmad Khan's Tehran visit
said that a deepening Irano-
Pakistani cooperation will be
in the interest of the two na-
tions and will serve as a vi-
tal factor for restoration of
peace and stability in the re-
gion. The statement em-
phasized that both Tehran
and Islamabad believe that a
durable peace and stability in
Afghanistan is vital to help
bring further stability to the
region.

It went on to say that
both Iran and Pakistan are
committed to work jointly in
the implementation of de-
cision within the framework
of the session of 2+6 mem-
ber states. The Iranian pres-
ident and Pakistani prime
minister in their meeting on
the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly in New
York in September, at-
taching great significance to
the two countries bilateral
relations, agreed that Is
lamabad and Tehran make
endeavors to bolster broth-

erly relations through their
regular and scheduled nego-
tiations,” said the statement.

Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
istry statement then stated
that |slamabad attaches great
importance to its historical,
religious, cultural and tradi-
tional relations with Tehran.

in 1996 threatens to punish
foreign firms doing business
with Iran, hindering develop-
ment of the country’s oil and
gas sector.

French oil company To-
tal, in partnership with Gaz-
prom and Petronas, was the
first European company to
bypass the U.S. law, signing
a contract to invest two hil-
lion dollars (1.7 billion Eu-
ros) in the off-shore South
Parsfieldsin 1997.

Last June, Saga con-
firmed it was in talks with
the state-run Nationa Ira
nian Oil Company about
drilling for Iranian reserves
estimated by speciaists to
amount to 93 billion barrels.

Saga's Vice President
Lars Bjerke said at the time
that no Norwegian or inter-
national legislation existed
that would stop the company
from participating in opera-
tionsin Iran. The Norwegian
authorities had been in-
formed of Saga’ sintentions.

Iran is the second biggest

producer among the OPEC
countries, producing 3.7 mil-
lion barrels per day, of which
2.4 million are exported.

Meanwhile, the French
oil company Total is con-
sidering forming a pipeline
consortium to build an ex-
port line through Iran for its
oil development in Azer-
baijan, a weekly reported re-
cently.

Patrich Lantigner, Total’s
president representative in
Baku was quoted as saying
last week that Iran’s option
is one of the cheapest.

Total is heavily involved
in oil and gas development
projects in lran, including
two fields near Sirri Island
and the South Pras schemein
the Persian Gulf, it said.

Tehran has been pro-
moting itself as an export
route for Caspian oil and has
since early 1998 been fa
cilitating some  exports
through swap deals which do
not require new pipelines, it
concluded.

TEHRAN -

as satisfactory.
ran last Tuesday after

trol.

Doctor s describe condition
of head of Tehran Justice
Department as satisfactory

Following several cases of surgery,
the overall condition of Ali Razini, the head of the Jus-
tice Department of Tehran Province has been described

Razini was injured in an explosion in central Teh-
two assailants riding mo-
torcycles managed to attach explosives to his car as
they whisked by the vehicle. A passer-by was killed in
the incident and four others were wounded.

Razini’s physician Dr. Vahid Firoozabadi told
IRNA Thursday that in the last two days teams of sur-
geons had succeeded in removing several splinters
lodged in Razini’s body. His ankle, fingers and vein
ruptures had also been repaired through surgery.

He added that all anxieties regarding Razini's con-
dition has been overcome and everything is under con-

While condemning the vicious acts of terrorists,
Razini’s wife said that in an Islamic society, any kind
of violence is condemnable and should be uprooted.

On Saturday, the Leader of the Islamic Revolution
paid a courtesy visit to Razini.

The Leader also hoped that the unhappy incident
would not adversely affect his service to Islam.

| PO receives 10,000 requests
for development of mosgues

TEHRAN - The Is-
lamic Propagation Or-
ganization (IPO) has
received 10,000 re-
quests from the public
for construction or com-
pletion of mosques
since March 21, IPO
head Hojatoleslam
Mahmoud M ohammadi
Aragi said.

Speaking at the first
scientific conference on
role of mosques in the
society, he said that the
high public demand for
development of
mosques is indicative of
the IPO’s positive role
in mosque affairs.

Center to promote export of decorative stones

TEHRAN - To increase
exports and expand the
market of decorative
stones, the Mines and Met-
als Ministry has es
tablished an export center,
said head of the center Mo-
hammad Reza Bahraman.

He told IRNA that
among the center’s goals
are identification of botl-
lenecks and removal of the
obstacles in the sector.

He also added that de-
vising practical ways, es-

tablishing coordination
and communication among
industrial units active in
the country and upgrading
the quality of stone pro-
duction also include some
other functions of the new-
ly established center.
Bahraman said that
more than 144,300 tons of
raw stones valued at Dlrs
29.4 million were exported
last year (ended March 21,
1998), adding, that the val-
ue of the processed stones

was Dlrs 15.9 million in
the same period.

He further said that
the value of world stone
production was DIrs 20
billion in 1997 and the
volume of world raw
stone production 82 mil-
lion tons in the same pe-
riod.

He reiterated that Iran

produced about 6.7 million
tons of raw stones last
year, which constituted 8.2
percent of the total world
production.

Bahraman added that
despite high production
volume, Iran’s share of to-
tal world exports of the
decorative stones is in-
significant.
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He expressed hope
that through public-
clergies coordination
and cooperation by the
relevant organizations,
mosgue affairs would be
handled in a more sys-
tematic way.

Highlighting the role
of mosques in people’s
lives, the IPO head cau-
tioned against turning

mosques into govern-
ment-affiliated in-
stitutions.

Also speaking at the
gathering was the dep-
uty head of the Plan
and Budget Organiza-
tion (PBO) for culture
and research Hassan
Bonyanian who said
that cultural institutions

can effectively reach
the young segment of
the society through
mosques.

Mosques are suit-
able venues for helping
spiritual growth of the
youth in the country,
Bonyanian added.

Stressing the need to
address the financial
difficulties facing the
mosques, the PBO of-
ficial said that solutions
to the problem should
not burden the state re-
sources.

The one-day gath-
ering, sponsored by the
IPO and the PBO, was
attended by a group of
clergies and university
professors.
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