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Foreign Ministry official

to visit Irag

TEHRAN - Deputy Foreign Minister for Arab and African Affairs Mo-

hammad Sadr is to leave for Irag soon.

During his visit, Sadr is to review the latest developments in the region

with the Iragi officids.

The visit of the Iranian foreign Ministry officia is taking place in line

with Iran’sinitiative for peaceful settlement of regional crises.

Sadr is expected to discuss Tehran-Baghdad relations and situation in

Iraq with Iragi officials.
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President addressing member s of high council for government employees screening

Screening process must remain
consistent with law

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Sunday said that pro-
ficiency and ethical fitness
should be the sole criteria
in hiring new employees,

and that the process should
be carried out with strict
observance of the laws.
The president made the
remark in an address to the
members of high council

and central committees
for government em-
ployees screening, IRNA
reported.

“The screenings
should be independent of

Parliament commission sets
price of gasoline for next year

TEHRAN - Deputy head
of the oil commission of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ahmad Na
teg-Nouri told IRNA here on
Sunday that the commission
in charge of scrutinizing the
next year's budget bill has
set the price of gasoline at
RIs 350 for next year.

Nateg-Nouri  said the
new price for gasoline had
been set after lengthy expert
discussions, adding that the

new price should be ap-
proved by the parliament be-
fore going into effect.

The commission also set
the price of kerosene and gas
oil each at RIs 100 per li-
ter, effective as of next year,
he said.

Nateg-Nouri added that
the government's proposed
price for gasoline had not
been approved by the com-
mission because if passed it
would increase inflation and

Parliament speaker :

Enemy plots more
serious today than
wartime

TEHRAN - Speaker of the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar Nateg Nouri referred to plots
hatched by the enemies saying their assaults against the
Islamic Revolution have by far become more serious
and dangerous compared to the eight years of the sacred
defense.

He told a group of people at a mosgue in southwest
Tehran that today the war waged by the enemies is cul-
tura in nature and that they are trying to take away re-
ligious, spiritual and ideological beliefs of the Iranian

youth through cultural inroad.

The speaker stressed the necessity of the nation’s vig-
ilance against the satanic instigation of aliens.

He then touched on the economic problems of the
country saying that due to decline in oil revenues, the
government has been able to alocate only 40 to 45 per-
cent of the budget earmarked for ministries and or-

ganizations.

He admitted that both the government and the people
are under pressure due to the crisis caused by the de-

clinein ail prices.

push up prices of goods.

Asked on how the gov-
ernment can earn revenuesin
case its proposa on gasoline
price hike is turned down by
the Mgjlis, Nateg-Nouri said
other strategies with less in-
flationary effects should be
adopted. For instance, noted
Nateg-Nouri, the govern-
ment can streamline pay-
ment of subsidies and even
levies duties on motor cars.

To control consumption
of gasoline and subsequently
air pollution, al ageing cars
should be replaced with new
ones, Nateg-Nouri  con-
cluded.

factional considerations
and should remain con-
sistent with the law, and
the most competent people
should be hired for govern-
ment jobs,” Khatami said.

Khatami further stated,
“we should hire and absorb
people with superior qual-
ities both scientifically and
ethically.”

The president further
stated that the screening
process should be carried
out in a way not to damage
applicants' honor and pres-
tige.

Failing to be selected
for a specific position by
no means translates to be-
ing unfit for other govern-
ment jobs, the chief ex-
ecutive stressed.

In conclusion the pres-
ident called for establish-
ment of a permanent in-
stitution by the High
Screening Council to over-
see the employee screen-
ing process in the govern-
ment, aiming to ensure the
strict observance of the
relevant regulations.

Work on first
reactor in
Bushehr
to start this year

TEHRAN - Russian
Atomic Energy Minister,
Yevgeny Adamov, said con-
struction work on the first
atomic reactor in Bushehr
will start thisyear.

Hetold the Russian Inter-
fax Saturday that the project
is part of power-generating
equipment of the first unit of
the reactor which has a ca
pacity of generating 1,000
megawatts of  electricity,
IRNA reported from Mos
Cow.

He said the first unit of
the power station is estimated
to cost Dlrs 800 million.

Pointing out that nego-
tiations will be carried out
with Iranian sides this year
on launching another unit of
the atomic reactor, the min-
ister expressed hope that
more Russian experts would
contribute to building the sec-
ond unit.

Adamov further noted
that installation of equipment
which had already started by
both Iranian and Russian ex-
perts will be completed by
the year 2000 or 2001.

According to him, over
1,000 Russian experts are
currently involved in the pro-
ject while the figure is ex-
pected to grow this year.

Iranian, foreign films
to compete in Fajr Fim Festival

TEHRAN - Some 20 Iranian feature films will be screened during the
17th International Fajr Film Festival, February 1-11.
The festival will be held in two sections of Iranian and international mo-

Films from 41 countries including Germany, U.S,, Italy, France, Can-
ada and Britain have participated in the international movie section.

Holding film market is amon other initiatives of the festival which will
be held with contribution of 20 reputed companies of the world.

Iran, Kazakhstan interested in
strengthening regional stability

TEHRAN - Kazakh Am-
bassador to Tehran Vya
cheslav Kh. Guizzatov said
that both Iran and Ka
zakhstan are interested in
strengthening stability and
security in the region.

He expressed his satis-
faction over Tehran-Astana
friendly relations.

“Bilateral trade and ec-
onomic ties between the two
countries are improving and
in 1998 the amount of the
trade stood at DIrs 180 mil-
lion,” hetold Iran News.

Referring to some prob-
lems limiting promotion of
Iran-Kazakhstan  trade re-
lations, the ambassador said
that differences in banking
systems of the two countries
and high tariffs of railways
inlran arethetwo major ob-
stacles in the way of expan-
sion of bilateral tradeties.

Iran isagood transit link
for Kazakhstan and other
Central Asian countries to
connect them to world mar-
kets but in view of transit
problems Kazakhstan has no
choice but to look at other
countries, he added.

In order to expand trade
between the two countries,
transportation problems have
to be eéliminated, he stated

Over 40 foreign firms operating

TEHRAN - With the
legislation and most infra-
structure needs in place,
the free areas are ready for
a meaningful and effective
rolein lran’s process of ec-
onomic development, said
Morteza Alviri, secretary of
the High Council of Free
Trade Zones and pres-
idential advisor.

Alviri told Iran Daily
that the motive behind es-
tablishment of the free
trade and industrial areas
was to attract foreign in-
vestments and promote ex-
ports without state controls.

At present, nearly 43

Parties, MPs condemn
recent murders

TEHRAN - Islamic
Iran Partnership Party
(I"PP) in a  statement

voiced concern over the
continuation of violence
which has culminated in
murders and kidnappings
and called on politica
groups to join efforts to
create a secure climate for
growth of divergent ideas
and introduce the law
breakers and conspirators
to the legal system.

The statement also con-
demned the attempt on the
life of the Tehran Prov-
ince’s Justice Department
head, Ali Razini.

It regretted the fact that
the head of Tehran Justice
Department had become a
target of violence this time
resulting in killing of an
innocent passer-by.

Expressing the party’s
hatred of such counter-
revolutionary acts, it also

Syrian official:

urged the country’s secur-
ity and information au-
thorities to immediately
identify the culprits be-
hind this terrorist act and

punish them for their
ugly action.
In another develop-

ment, the political bureau
of Kargozaran-e Sa-
zandegi Party issued a
statement expressing sat-
isfaction with the iden-
tification and arrest of
those responsible for the
recent organized killings.

Identification of the
murderers helped restore
a cam atmosphere
across the country but un-
fortunately the sweetness
of this victory was
spoiled by the revelation
that domestic agents were
involved in the murders,
the party said in its state-
ment.

It further thanked the

lran’ s stance on Qods
ISSUe praiseworthy

TEHRAN - Cultural advisor to the Syrian
prime minister George Jabbour lauded the atten-
tion given to the Qods issue by the Founder of the
Islamic Republic, Imam Khomeini, and his in-
itiative to designate the last Friday of the holy
month of Ramadhan as the world Qods day.

Jabbour, a prominent Christian cultural figure,

further told

IRNA that Qods day is a great re-

minder of the sacredness of the holy city and the

necessity to struggle for its liberation.
Lauding the stance taken by the Islamic Re-
public of Iran on the Palestinian issue, he said

that Iranian stances are founded on

respect for

Arab and Palestinian rights in Qods and Pal estine.

The Iranian stances regarding the Palestinian
ideals have had a major impact on the stands
adopted by Arab and Muslim states as well as the
whole world, resulting in constructive stances on
part of the countries’ leaders on the Qods issue,

the Syrian official said.

Condemning the U.S. support of the Zionist re-
gime, the Syrian official emphasized that the Arab
and Muslim states should be strong militarily and
scientifically in order to play a bigger role in the
international arena, and to confront the enemies

plots.

Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution, Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei, President Kha-
tami and the special com-
mittee which played a key
role in unveiling the plot.

All over the world, the
statement said, organized
crimes including political
and cultural assassinations
have their roots in lack of
transparency in the per-
formance of political and
social institutions.

Thus, it said, the first
move to eradicate such vi-
olations and crimes is to
create and safeguard an
open political atmosphere
in order to encourage peo-
ple and political groups to
express their ideas.

The statement also said
that a call on people by
government to  hold a
gathering to condemn such
violation and aggressive
moves can serve to further
consolidate bonds between
nation and the government.

Meanwhile, over 150
representatives of the Is-
lamic Consultative As-
sembly (Mgjlis) in a letter
addressed to the Leader
congratulated him over the
disclosure and foiling of
the recent sedition in the
country.

The deputies also ap-
preciated the Leader for
his order to further probe
the case and identify the
agents involved in recent
killings and the president’s
decisive instructions for
formation of a special in-
vestigation team to follow
up the issue as well as ef-
forts of other security and
law enforcement bodies.

The representatives ex-
pressed the hope that prob-
lems facing the system
will be solved in light of
national unity and firm de-
termination of the ruling
system.

They also hoped that
through bringing all vi-
olators before justice, the
islamic republic will be
purged of unsuitable ele-
ments.

foreign companies mostly
from China, Singapore, the
United Arab Emirates, Ku-
wait, Germany, ltaly, and
UK  are operating in the
zones and they are mainly
involved in the production
of home appliances, elec-
tronics, computers, pipes
and auminum, he pointed
out.

Characterizing the main
problems of the zones, Al-
viri said that initially they
were faced with three basic
problems, that of lack of in-
frastructure, deficient and
inadequate rules and finally
bureaucracy, red tape and
overlapping of executive
departments.

However, the problems
of rules and regulations
have been fully settled, he
said.

Welcoming the new bill
passed by the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Maj-
lis), he said that the FTZs
now enjoy a complete pack-
age of regulations.

Furthermore, the zones
are provided with the nec-
essary infrastructure and
facilities. They are now
equipped with airports, hos-
pitals, docks, hotels, rec-
reation centers, electricity
and water, he stressed.

Regarding the curbing
of red tape and rigid of-
ficial bureaucracy, he
said, article 27 of the Maj-
lis ruling on the free trade
zones has enhanced their
performance in that they
have been able to redirect

Gachsaran

gypsum
reserves

stand at
200m tons

TEHRAN - Director Gen-
eral of Kohkilouyeh-Boyer
Ahmad Mines and Metals
Department Ebrahim Mow-
la-Baigi said that Gach-
saran’s gypsum reserves
stands at 200 million tons.

Mowlabaigi said that
about 40,000 tons of gyp-
sum, worth DIrs 560,000,
are quarried from local
mines annually.

He said the local mines
can yield as many as
150,000 tons of  gypsum
annualy.

He put the value of
each ton of gypsum at Dlrs
14

He said that Rls 1.5 bil-
lion has been invested in
mining projects in the city.

He expressed hope that
at least 10,000 tons of gyp-
sum, valued at Dlrs
140,000, would be be ex-
ported to the Persian Gulf
littoral states from Gach-
saran in the final quarter of
the year (December 22,
1998-March 20, 1999).

the full authority and duties
of executive bodies to the
free zones general man-
agers.

He said that the Iranian
companies which moved to
Jebel Ali were originaly
based in the country’s
mainland, but ultimately
decided to move to the
UAE due to limitations
here adding that they were
however able to attract
some of them.

Regarding capital flight
from the free zones, it must
be noted that orientation in
Kish island during the early
years of the revolution was
different from what the
Majlis ratified in 1993.

The Kish free zone was
basically meant to encour-
age development on the is-
land as well as on the sur-
rounding islands through
imports and  tourism rev-
enues, however, the FTZ
legislation of 1993 shifted
the free zones' direction to-
wards export promotion
and investment. From that
year onwards the zones reg-
istered a sharp decline in
import of manufactures.

Alviri further said that
in the free zones, all neg-
ative factors  which re-
sulted in the capital flight
from the mainland have
been removed. Fur-
thermore, the problem of
forex policy and fluctua-
tions in exchange rates
which  caused concern
among investors has also
been settled through the

1N free trade zones

announcement of floating
exchange rates in the
FTZs.

He said that free market
rules are followed which
stipulate that there are no
limitations on exchanging
foreign currencies in the
FTZs. If the Euro manages
to assert itself on the world
currency centers and the
free trade markets, it will
naturally find its  proper
placein the Iranian FTZs.

Commenting on the
highly controversial theory
of the nouveau riche which
is seen as a major impedi-
ment to our economic de-
velopment, he said that the
whole debate on this issue
is  distractive which has
effectively contributed to
the capital flight and
harmed the national econ-
omy.

Some clamorous sec-
tions of the print media
which indulge in empty slo-
gans minus reason, fanned
the nouveau riche debate
and created a climate of in-
stability, anxiety and dis-
trust on the  economic
scene.

In a sound economic
system those who amass
wealth unfairly through em-
bezzlement, graft or fi-
nancial corruption must be
resisted. Unfortunately,
some sections of the press
went so far as to defame
and slander those who were
investing inside the country
and/or had become rich
through legal means.

adding that Kazakhstan's
exports to lran consist of
metals, ferrous and non-
ferrous, some asbestos and
wheat while Iranian exports
to that country are fur-
niture, construction materials
and foodstuff.

As to ail trade between
the two countries, Guizzatov
said that according to the last
year's agreement between
President Mohammad Kha-
tami and his Kazakh counter-
part, the two sides will re-
sume oil swap operation
in April 1999. Based on the
agreement, Kazakhstan
would deliver to Iran two
million tons of crude across
the Caspian Sea, and Iran
would make the same
amount available for Ka
zakhstan on the Persian

Gulf, the daily quoted him as
saying. Kazakh Prime Min-
ister Murlan Balgimbaev is
scheduled to visit Iran in
February and during his stay
al the possibilities of ex-
panding ties between the two
countries will certainly be
discussed, he aid adding,
“they will mainly focus on
the swap operation, wheat
and transportation.”

Speaking about Ka
zakhstan' s stance on Caspian
Sea lega regime, Guizzatov
said, “we have come to an
agreement with Russia about
the division of Caspian
seabed.” Turning to critical
situation in Afghanistan, he
said Kazakhstan, as one of
the regional countries, is ea-
ger to find a solution to the
Afghan crisis.

First photo bank
to be launched soon

TEHRAN - Iran’s first Photo Bank will start work
here simultaneous with the 20th anniversary of the vic-
tory of the ISsamic Revolution, it was announced here

Sunday.

Managing Director of the Photo Bank Alireza Karimi
Saremi told IRNA that the the Photo Bank aims to col-
lect, display and sell works of Iranian photographers.

More than 10,000 experienced photographers are
now active across the country, he sad adding the bank
will organize and collect works of Iranian photographers.
It also will try to sell the works of the Iranian photog-

raphers on world markets.

According to Karimi every photographer should pro-
vide the bank with its works and a jury will choose the
best ten photos of each photographer to be put on the In-

ternet.

Officials in charge of the Photo Bank are now busy
with purchasing and providing necessary computer soft-
ware and hardware to put the photos on the Internet, Ka-

rimi added.

A part of the bank’s activities is related to photo-
journalism or documentary photos through which all
news photographers are able to put their works on show
within 15 minutes with captions and the name of the pho-

tographer.

Publication of the Iran's first “Photo Year Book”,
participation of Iranian photographers in world’s photo
contests, holding specialized photo exhibitions and Iran-
touring photography are among other activities the bank,

he said.

The Photo Bank of Iran will start work during the
Ten-Day Dawn (February 1-11) ceremonies marking the
20th anniversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolu-

tion.

Architectural remans

of early

|slamic era

discovered in Amol

SARI, Mazandaran -
Several architectura re-
mains belonging to the early
Islamic era have been un-
earthed in the course of re-
cent experimental excava
tions in the ancient city of
Amoal, in the northern Prov-
ince of Mazandaran.

Director of the Cultural
Heritage Department of the
province Abdolreza Mo-
hajeri-Nejad said that experi-
mental excavations were
launched in the region about
20 days ago and so far im-
portant discoveries have
been made in the area.

He said that in 10 ex-

cavation operations many ar-
chitectural  remains of the
early Islamic era were un-
earthed.

Mohajeri-Nejad said that
the findings have so far re-
vealed that modern water
and sewage systems were
practiced in that era and that
pre-lslamic culture and civ-
ilization were dominant till
the 8th century Hijira

He called on the Housing
and Urban Development
Ministry as well as Ma
zandaran governor general’s
office to cooperate with the
department to specify limits
of the city of Amol.

Industria Investments register major drop

TEHRAN - Investments
for establishment of new
industrial units under the
coverage of the Ministry of
Industries during the first
eight months of the year
(ends March 20) amounted
to Rls 11,175 billion, reg-
istering a whopping 48 per-
cent drop compared to the
figure for the same period
last year.

Director of the min-
istry’s public relations of-
fice Mehdi Oyar-Hossein
told IRNA that the ministry
issued 4,240 licenses for
establishment of new in-
dustrial units during the pe-
riod, showing a 41 percent
drop compared to that of
the same period last year.

However, the official
stressed, issuance of li-
censes is not a suitable
measure  of  industrial
growth, but is rather ayard-
stick to measure people's
inclination to invest in the
industrial sector.

Creation of new em-
ployment opportunities was
proportionally slowed
down, dropping to 108,134
during the eight month pe-

riod, down 47 percent
compared to that of the
same period last year.

Turning to the subject
of industrial projects with
more than 20 percent
progress, the official said
that of the projects, a total
number of 5,114 have pro-
gresses of at least 40 per-
cent. With investments of
RIs 10,900 billion, they em-
ploy 189,000 people, he
added.

Isfahan with 1,971 pro-
jects at over 20 percent
progress, Chaharmahal -
Bakhtiari with 909, Tehran
with 609 and Khorasan
with 598 are the top prov-
inces in the country in
terms of the number of the
projects.

Of the projects with at
least 20 percent progress
nationwide, 23 percent are
in food and pharmaceutical
industries, 17.6 percent in
non-metal minerals, 15.5
percent in textile. Auto
and other motor drive in-
dustries are at the bottom
of the pack, with two per-
cent of the total projects,
the official said.
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East Azarbaijan leads
the nation in terms of the
number of industria Ii-
censes leading to creation
of 2,177 jobs and Hor-
muzgan with only eight li-
censes creating 103 jobs
lags behind other prov-
inces.

Khorasan during the
first eight months of the
year absorbed RIs 1,038
billion in industria in-
vestments, making it top in
the nation in this respect.

The investments in
Khorasan, in 95 projects,
created 2,628 employment
opportunities.

By absorbing only RIs
133 bhillion, llam had the
least amount of industrial

investments amongst the
country’ s provinces.

According to the of-
ficial, this years state bud-
get alocates RIs 6,000 bil-
lion in credit for
investments by the private
sector in the  provinces
and nationally, of which 25
percent is the share of the
industries and mines.

Also, he added, Dlrs
26.7 million in credit was
alocated during the eight
month period to the pro-
jects under the ministry’s
coverage, of which 38.6
percent belongs to the tex-
tile industries, and the ma-
chinery manufacturing has
a meager 0.4 percent share.
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