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British Foreign

Ministry official due

TEHRAN - Director of the Middle East department of the British For-
eign Office, Derek Plumbly, is to arrive here Wednesday on a 2-day visit to

follow up talks between foreign ministers of Iran and Britain on promotion of | N

Tehran-London ties. The visit will be in response to the September visit to
London of Iran’s then director general for West Europe of the Foreign Min-
istry Ali Ahani, IRNA reported. Plumbly is to discuss issues of mutual inter-
est and developments in the region with Iranian Foreign Ministry officials.
Iran and UK announced upgrading of diplomatic ties to the ambassadorial
level in September this year after the foreign ministers of the two countries
met on the sideline of the U.N. General Assembly meeting in New Y ork, but

have not exchanged ambassadors yet.
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President, outgoing V atican ambassador confer

| ran-V atican cooperation
fills up spiritual vacuum

TEHRAN -  President
Mohammad Khatami, in a
meeting with the outgoing
Vatican Ambassador to Iran,
Romeo Panciroli, said that
cooperation between the two
nations is to help fill up the
prevailing spiritual vacuum
as modern world has become
more materidistic lacking
ethical values.

“We are leaving behind a
century which has been en-
gulfed with violence, war,
terror and hypocrisy and
that whatever harm inflicted

and oppression caused dur-
ing the present century, is
incomparable to the tota
oppression and injustice
throughout the history of
mankind,” he added.
Khatami then went on
to say that to resolve the
current crisis of mankind,
man needs to revert to the
essence of religion, mon-
otheism and theology so
that the outlooks between
Chrigtianity and Islam
could be converged in the
interest of the coexistence
among the followers of all

Iran’s Mapna
sconsiders Caspian
pipeline partners

TEHRAN - Iranian pro-
ject management company
Mapna said on Monday that
it had won a Dlrs 347 mil-
lion deal to build a Caspian
Sea oil pipeline to the coun-
try’s northern refineries and
was considering consortium
partners.

Mapna regional manager
Reza Ebadzadeh told Re-
uters that his firm had been
informed by the National Ira-
nian Oil Company (NIOC)
that it won the contract, beat-
ing Italian, British, German,
Russian, South Korean and
Saudi competitors.

He said that NIOC had
urged Mapna -- the Iran
power plant projects man-
agement company -- to take
on consortium partners to
construct the pipeline, part
of Iran's ambitions to be-
come a major export route
for Caspian oil and gas.

Ebadzadeh said Mapna,
the lowest bidder in the pipe-
line competition, was cur-
rently looking at state-owned
China National Petroleum
Corp and China Petrochem-

ica Corp (Sinopec) as con-
sortium candidates.

The Chinese concerns
had been tipped by industry
sourcesto  win the dedl in
partnership with Mapna.

But an Iranian oil in-
dustry official told Reuters
on Sunday that the Chinese
companies had been given a
deadline to submit a  new
bid and would probably not
meet it and lose out on the
deal.

Ebadzadeh said the Chi-
nese companies were low
bidders and were under
consideration but that “the
door is till open” to  other
companies that had ap-
proached Mapna, including
firms from Europe, Russia
and the Persian Gulf.

“What we are looking
for is partners that would be
able to provide the financing
of supplies for the pipeline
and would be ableto give us
the most ail,” he said.

He said his company
would make a decision with-
in two weeks.

Iran launched a tender

Agha-Razi

prus.

the Cyprus problem.

would be found.

Iran, Cypriot
discuss progressin
bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Iran's Ambassador to Cyprus Bahman
met Cypriot Interior Minister Dinos Mi-

chaelides in Nicosia Monday and handed him a written
message from Iran’s Interior Minister Musavi Lari.

Agha-Razi and Michaelides in the meeting also dis-
cussed the progress in Cypriot-Iranian ties and issues of
bilateral interest including the problems of Iranian work-
ersin Cyprus, IRNA reported from Athens.

Iranian diplomatic sources from Nicosia told IRNA
that between 2,000-3,000 Iranians are working in Cy-

Michalides described Cypriot-lranian ties as “good”
and called for their further expansion.

He described Iran as a common friend of Cyprus and
Turkey and called for Iranian support for a solution to

Agha-Razi pointed to the recent U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolutions on Cyprus and said he hoped that with pa-
tience and understanding of
munities and with the support of all
international organizations a viable solution to the Cy-
prus problem for the benefit of both the communities

the leaders of the two com-

countries and

|ran exports cargo
carriages to Syria

ARAK - Managing Di-
rector of the Arak Pars
Wagon Company Gholam-
Reza Razazi said here Mon-
day that 120 carriages worth
Dlrs 5.750 million have been
exported to Syria.

Syrian Railways Com-
pany has ordered 360 cargo
carriages worth DIrs 17 mil-
lion to Arak Pars Wagon
Company. Razazi told IRNA
the remaining cariages
would be exported to Syria

by theend of the current Ira-
nian year (March 20, 1999).

The Arak Pars Wagon
Company was established in
1975 with joint investment
of the Iranian State Railway
Company and the Industria
Development and Renova-
tion Organization.

The Pars Wagon Com-
pany manufactures and re-
pairs a wide variety of car-
go, passenger, and metro
carriages.

Ancient monuments in Bushehr
registered as national heritage

BUSHEHR - Officia in charge of cultural heritage de-
partment of the southern province of Bushehr, Mahdieh Ma
nouchehri, said here Monday that two historical and ancient
monuments in Bushehr have been registered as national mon-
uments. Manouchehri said the tomb of Imamzadeh Ab-
dolmahin and Malek building in Bahmani district of Bushehr

will be

under the protection of the cultural heritage de-

partment and from now on any attempt to amend, change or
destroy the monuments is considered as an offence and thus
punishable. The monuments date back to the Qajar era.

religions and de-
nominations.
Referring to the in-

itiative of ‘dialog among the
civilizations as suggested
by the Islamic Republic of
Iran at the U.N. Generd As-
sembly, the Iranian pres-
ident noted that such dialogs
should be based on mutual
respect and not on the im-
posed will of either side.
President Khatami said
that the Pope, supreme pon-
tiff is able to use his in-
fluence over al Christian
churches specificaly the

Roman Catholic, to observe
peace and tranquillity and
negate terrorism, violence
and massacre.

The Vatican ambassador
describing dialog among the
civilizations as a common
point between the two divine
religions of Islam and Chris-
tianity, assessed his tenure as
the Vatican ambassador to
Iran as “successful and con-
structive’.

He added that what he
saw in lran was completely
contrary to the Western
propaganda.

Cabinet cedes authority for
non-oil exports policies

TEHRAN - Per a new government decision, setting new policies amaking
decisions concerning non-oil exports are now within the authority of the high
council for non-oil exports. The decision to transfer the authority is aimed at
speeding up the decision and policy making processes regarding non-oil exports.
Any decisions by the said council will go into effect without further government
approval. The high council for non-oil exports was formed to remove obstacles
in the way of non-ail exports and is headed by the president. Ministers of Com-
merce, Industries, Economy, Agriculture, Construction Jihad and Mines and
Metals as well as heads of the Central Bank, Export Promotion Center, the Cus-
toms Department and the Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines are
members of the high council.

Italian president to visit Iran

TEHRAN - President of
Italy Oscar Luigi Scafaro
and President of the Italian
Parliament Nicola Mancino
are to visit Tehran later on
this year. Their visit to Teh-
ran will follow earlier visits
to the Iranian capital by other
Italian ministers in 1998,
among them prime minister
of italy, president of the Ital-
ian Chamber of Deputies,
and Italian Foreign Minister
Lamberto Dini. In his meet-
ing with the Iranian Am-
bassador to Rome Ali Ahani
here Monday, Mancino said
that the establishment of re-
lations between the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Mgj-
lis) of Iran and the Italian
Parliament and between oth-

Parliament starts deliberations on
budget bill outlines

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) is to sart de
liberations on the outlines of
the next year budget hill to-

ay.

President  Mohammad
Khatami on November 29
presented the proposed Rls
274,935,501 million budget
bill to the Magjlis for the next
Iranian calendar year (to be-
gin March 21, 1999).

The next year budget bill
comprises a single article
and 60 notes.

According to the regu-
lations, when deliberations
start over the budget bill, it
should be discussed un-
interruptedly at least four
hours a day, six days a week
(except for Fridays or other
officia holidays), IRNA re-
ported.

As long as deliberations
are not completed and voting
is not done, the subject will
not be excluded from the
Majlisagendaand other mo-
tions or bills will not be dis-
cussed.

Meanwhile, the time al-
located to debates on the out-
lines of the budget bill will
be maximum 10 hours, 3.5
hours by those in favor, 3.5
by those against, one hour by
the rapporteur and the re-
maining two hours by gov-
ernment representative (head
of Plan and Budget Or-
ganization).

Meanwhile, aMagjlis rep-
resentative said that al the
problems the country is fac-
ing will be removed if about
Dirs 1.5 hillion sum, spent
on the processing, farming
and animal industries, is al-
located to the agriculture
sector.

Head of the Majlis ag-
riculture and rural develop-

ment  commission  Ab-
dolghaffar Shoja’ said the
agriculture sector has high
potential that if accorded the
due attention, can be a suit-
able substitute to the oil rev-
enues.

He criticized next year's
budget bill for failing to pay
due attention to the ag-
riculture sector and said the
bill failled to envision suf-
ficient budget for drawing
water wells through electric
power. The Oil Ministry was
commissioned to set aside
RIs 60 million out of the rev-
enue gained as a result of
fuel conservation for the pur-
pose.

He said that besides the
credit stipulated for the fish-
eries sector, there are plans
to sell Rls 300 billion con-
tribution bonds to provide
the fish and shrimp farmers
with necessary facilities.

He added that the hill
stipulates Rls 200 hillion for
cultivation of oil seeds and
olive as well as the qual-
itative and quantitative de-
velopment of gardens and
tea

Shoja  maintained that
for the first ever the budget
authorizes the agriculture
sector to receive loans and
make use of the soil, water
and manpower resources in
order to develop lands, mod-
ernize the system of irriga
tion under pressure, mech-
anize cultivation and
harvesting and improve the
livestock breeding, poultry
farming and fisheries cen-
ters.

Noting that about Dlrs
four billion out of oil rev-
enues is spent on purchase
of farm produce, Shoja said
that if half of the foreign ex-
change spent for import of

agricultural products is a-
located to the agricultura
sectors by the next five to
seven years the country
would be self-sufficient in
the areafor ever.

For example, said Sho-
ja, once goes on stream in
(southwestern  province of
Khuzestan), the sugar cane
cultivation expansion project
would save the country at
least Dlrs one billion annual-
ly.

The bill does not envi-
sion any budget for rice,
prompting the government to
do its best to relieve anxiety
of rice growers, he said.

Import of rice next year
will cause no price hike but
its decline, he said.

Also, rapporteur of the
commission Ali Ya qoubi
criticized the hill for giving
less attention to the ag-
riculture sector.

Ya qoubi said that under
the article 77 of the Second
Five-Y ear Development Plan
(1989-1994) government has
the duty to allocate in aver-
age 25 percent of banking fa-
cilities to the agriculture sec-
tor but in  practice
government has offered 17
percent of the total.

He said that under the
bill the credit lined to de-
velopment of the economy
sector next year shows 5.72
percent increase, while the
sum going to the agriculture
sector shows about 11.26
percent decrease.

Concluding his remarks,
Yaqoubi proposed giving
due attention to export of
agricultural  products, re-
moval of the obstacles on the
way of exports, following
policy of thrift and offering
necessary training to farm-
ers.

Azerbaljan increases

tariffs on Iranian goods

ASTARA, Gilan - The
Republic of Azerbaijan on
Monday increased the tariffs
on lranian goods by 45 per-

cent, adding to the dis

content of the Iranian busi-
nessmen who were aready
unhappy with the previously
heavy tariffs on Iranian
goods by the Azeris.

Pre-historic cemetery

unearthed in Gi

aTEHRAN - An Iranian
pre-historic cemetery,
biggest of its kind, has been
unearthed in Taesh, Gilan
Province, it was announced
Monday. Most of the graves
in the ancient Augh-Olar ce-
metery are multi-burial, sug-
gesting that each grave con-
tain more than one bodies
separated by stone layers,
IRNA reported.

Archeological studies on
the cemetery indicate that
huge megalith  stones have
been used in construction of
the cemetery, making it dis-

d’

tinguished among other such
cemeteries.

Research  studies con-
ducted from 1996 onward in-
dicate that large tribes of
brilliant civilization used to
live in this region at the be-
ginning of the iron age and
Sassanid era.

According to the public
relation office of the Cultural
Heritage Organization, an-
other cemetery “Asb Sara’
which is among those his-
torical monuments in Augh-
Olar region is now under ex-
amination and study.

Iran to take part in Cairo
international fair

TEHRAN - Egypt’'s Minister for Trade and Supply, Ah-
med al-Guwaili, said Iran has confirmed its participation in
the Cairo International Trade Fair which is to take place from
9-19 March. Egyptian paper Al-Wafd quoted Guwaili saying
that Irag, Yemen and Palestine as well as most African coun-
tries will take part in the 32nd Cairo Internationa Fair, IRNA
reported from Athens. A series of conferences and seminars
have been planned to be held at the sidelines of the fair on
trade ties between Egypt and the participating countries.

Speaking to IRNA here
on Monday, an lranian ex-
porter added that the tariffs
assessed on Iranian goods is
disproportionately  higher
than those assessed on those
of other countries.

“Theincrease in the lev-
ies has forced higher prices
for Iranian goods in Azer-
baijan thus making them not
competitive with other
countries’ goods,” he said.

According to the Iranian
businessman, Azerbaijan as-
sesses very low tariffs on
Turkish goods, and aso has
not justified the tax  in-
crease on the Iranian goods.

Another  businessman
Hassan Kazemi said that the
Azeri Republic always takes
measures to nullify those by
the Iranian government to
encourage exports to the
Central Asian republic.

The officids in Astara
support the businessmen’s
claims, further adding that
the issue has to be discussed
at the states level.

Some RIs 250 billion
worth of goods are exported
through Astara  customs
every year. The city is lo-
cated northwest of the Gilan
province bordering the

Azerbaijan Republic.

ETTELAAT ONTHE INTERNET

er government organsin Iran
and Italy had been land mark
developmentsin relations be-
tween the two countries,
IRNA reported from Rome.

The Iranian ambassador, too,
expressed similar feelings
with developments in re-
lations between the two
countries and agreed that a

interior minister advises;

political groups must
practice tolerance

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mous-
savi-Lari Monday met, for
the second time since his
taking office, with leaders of
political parties and rec-
ommended toleration in their
encounter with opposite par-
tisan ideas. He said both his
ministry and the governing
bodies in charge of popular
urban and rura councils

were marching ahead con-
sistent with the laws of the
state, although they had mi-
nor differences in their inter-
pretation of those laws. He
said a commission had been
formed to smooth out dif-
fering interpretations in that
area. The interior minister
said that the various bodies
in charge of setting and
screening criteriafor the pro-

scheduled visit to Rome by
the Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami would be a
turning point in relations be-
tween Iran and Italy.

fessiona qudlification of
candidates for those councils
would do well to minimize
gaps between their several
criteriain that area. He
added a smooth and har-
monious progress by all of-
ficialsin that areawould cer-
tainly guarantee the largest
participation by the genera
public in the upcoming elec-
tions for the councils.

affiliated to the Oil
day

ported.

istry official added.

markets.

Speaking at the center on the subject of
‘energy security in the world’, Tash rea
soned that the Persian Gulf oil reserves
would last  another 85 years, the longest
amongst oil reserves worldwide, IRNA re-

The proven oil reserves of North Amer-
icawould last 15 years, of North Sea eight
years, of South America 36 years, of Africa
24 years, of the former Soviet Union 25
years, and finally that of the Southeast Asia
would last another 15 years, the Oil Min-

Hassan-Tash further stated that the dur-
ability of the Persian Gulf oil reserves ne-
cessitates new arrangements to govern oil
exports from the Persian Gulf.

Hassan-Tash specifically noted that the
Southeast Asian states should follow the
lead of the developed countries in con-
trolling the demand for the crude at their

Otherwise, he said, Southeast Asia
should be ready to pay additionaly for the

Low oll prices detrimental to
regional security

TEHRAN - Persian Gulf oil producers
would supply 70 percent of the world pe-
troleum needs by the year 2020, head of the
International Studies Institute for Energy,
Ministry, Gho-
lamhossein Hassan-Tash said here on Mon-

creased
region.

intheir

development
ficial added.

said.

ramifications of the in-
oil exports from the Persian Gulf

environmental

Turning to issues facing the oil pro-
ducers, Tash said that the Persian Gulf
states cannot afford to independently invest
oil industry, and thus have to seek
foreign investments.
es has put the producers in a position to
have to compete for foreign investments,
further forcing them to grant major
ities to international oil companies for oil
projects, the Oil Ministry of-

Hassan-Tash also referred to the merger
of international oil companies as another
blow to the interests of the oil producers
reasoning that the mergers further limit the
producers alternatives.

The official cautioned that the low oil
pricesis adetriment to the regional security.
“Low oil prices, while enhancing the con-
trol by the Western oil companies and the
energy security for the West, would lead to
instability in the Persian Gulf region,” he

In conclusion, the Oil Ministry officia
caled for long term OPEC policies to in-
stead of allocating production quotas, put
limits on oil production capacity pursued by
each member state.

Thelow oil pric-

facil-

Crystal phoenix, award of
Fajr Film Festival

TEHRAN - Some 20 Ira-
nian feature films will be
screened during the 17th Fajr
International Film Festival,
Deputy Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance for
Cinema Affairs Seifollah
Daad said here Sunday.

Speaking to reporters,
Daad said some 16 Crysta
Simorghs  (phoenix) and
four diplomas will be award-

ed to the movies selected by
thejury, IRNA reported.

The festival, will be held
in 11 cinematheatersin Teh-
ran from February 1-11 in
two sections, Iranian and in-
ternational movies, he add-
ed.

According to Daad, in
the guest movies section the
best Iranian films made in
the past 20 years will be in-

Proauction of highvalUe-acideg
metasminisry'stop prionity

TEHRAN - Mines and
Metals Minister Eshaq Ja
hangiri  outlining the pol-
icies of his ministry said
Monday that production and
export of high-quality metals
with high value-added are
among the main strategies
of the ministry.

He made the remark
while inspecting energy and
material research center af-
filiated with the Culture and
Higher Education. Ministry.

For instance, Jahangiri
said each ton of ordinary alu-
minum on the world market
is worth Dlrs 1,400 but each
ton of light auminum is
worth Dlrs 25,000.

It is projected that the
production line of light alu-
minum become operationa
in the country, he said add-
ing at present semi-industrial
research study is underway
to produce light aluminum in
the country and after com-
pletion of the studies pro-
duction of light aluminum
will  enter into industria
phase.

Light auminum is used
in electronic industries, aero-
space, airplane, automobile
and building materials.

Jahangiri said that the

http://www .ettel aat.com

ministry plans to establish a
steel research center in Is-
fahan which would play an
important role in country’s
steel production.

Some 40-50 research
projects in mines and metals
sector are followed up an-
nualy by the ministry, he
said adding such research
projects will finaly lead to
increase in the value-added.

The minister  further
stressed that as exploration
of mines is a kind of high
risk investment, the new law
on mines has stipulated a
special fund to support failed
mine explorers.

The next year's budget
bill predicts an amount of
RIs 7 billion for supporting
such mines explorers.

troduced.

In the best directors sec-
tion, movies directed by
Majid Majidi and Rasoul
Molagoli-Pour  will  be
shown, he said. Furthermore,
in aspecial section devoted
to a prominent actor, movies
of Khosrow Shakibayee will
be shown.

In international movies
section, Daad said, movies
of foreign producers from
41 countries including Ger-
many , U.S, Italy, Tgiki-
stan, Sri Lanka, France, Ka-
zakhstan, Canada, India,
Yugoslavia, North Ireland,
Austria and England have
participated.

In international section,
20 movies will be screened
and other films including
those made by two well-
known French film makers
will be screened out of the
contests.

Holding film market is
among other initiatives of
the 17th Fajr Film Festival,
Daad said, adding the film
market will be held with
contribution of 20 reputed
companies of the world.

He added that three
American companies have
so far offered to contribute
to Iran’s film market due to
be held in the 17th Fajr Fes-
tival.

Popular  organizations
and institutes will also
present their  own awards to
the selected movies, he said.
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