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Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

All prices shown are inclusive of VAT, are in pence per minute and have been rounded to the nearest penny. These
rales are Planet Talk 100 rates which apply to accounts opened with £100 and accounts re-charged by£100. Calls
from payphones and mobile phones may be subject to surcharge.
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Turkmen parliament speaker

arrives for talks

TEHRAN - The Turkmen Parliament Speaker Sakhat N. Myradov is due | N

to arrive here for an official visit today. The visit will take place at the in-
vitation of Speaker of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis) Ali Ak-
bar Nateg Nouri. Bilateral parliamentary cooperation, establishment of par-
liamentary friendship groups and exchange of experiences, in the area of
parliamentary elections, in particular will top the agenda of the talks be-
tween Myradov and the Iranian officials. A Turkmen news source told IRNA
in Ashkhabad that Myradov will probably carry a message from President

Saparmurat Niyazov for his Iranian counterpart.
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All individuals stand equal before law

TEHRAN- Leader of the
Isamic  Revolution Ay-
atollah  Ali Khamenei here
Tuesday elucidating the ide-
ological concept of govern-
ance said that monotheism is
the prime and the foremost
pillar of the sovereign Islam-
ic state.

Speaking to high ranking
executive state officials he
said that  the Islamic Re-
public was born with and
governed by this concept
which means that al the be-
lievers submit to the divine
injunctions of Almighty
Allah, IRNA reported.

“All the officials of the
Islamic Republic of Iran are
striving towards the materi-
alization of divine govern-
ment and held dear and  re-
spected as  wel as
recognized for their ser-
vices,” the Leader said.

He went on to say that
all the officials were sincere,
faithful and dedicated to the
Islamic sovereign state.

“l thank God that the
president of the Islamic Re-
public is a wise, highly ed-
ucated, culturally-oriented,
devoted, pious, persevering
and trustworthy personality,”
observed  Ayatollah Kha
menei.

He said the same goes
for the heads of the leg-
idativeand judicial branch-
es, respectable Majlis dep-
uties, cabinet members and
the commanders of the
armed forces of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution said the spir-
itual bliss and tranquility of
the soul can only be
achieved through the belief
of the world of the hereafter
and infinite trust in Almighty
Allah.

“No community can be
ruled without collective
thoughts which  needed to
be transparent, forceful and
undevious,” said the Leader.

“Ancther pillar of gov-
ernance is that al individual
stand equal in the eyes of
law and the Islamic Republic
of Iran gives prerogative to
the implementation of law,
proper use of potentiaities
and facilities, observance
of individual and social
rights within the bounds pre-
scribed by divine code.”

“No one has a preference
over the other in view of his
position, family status, fame
and prominence and there-
fore on this basis, the Lead-
er, government officials, the
heads of different agencies

Foreign Ministry spokesman:

and organs and al the
common people stand equal
before the law,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said.

“The observance of the
law by all under the pre-
scribed  circumstances is a
basis that would bring tran-
quility and nurture  con-
fidence amongst the um-
mah,” the Leader said.

“Man needs to foster
hope in his heart and if he
does so Almighty Allah will
come to his assistance so
that he make use of al the
potentialities and possibil-
ities that have been created
for himin theuniverse.

The Leader said the ob-

servance of the canon  law
was one of the important ba-
sis of the Islamic sovereign
state. In fact such an obei-
sance would be interpreted
as following the injunctions
and orders of the Prophet
(peace be upon him) and Im-
amate (a.s.), he pointed out.
Ayatollah Khamenei de-
scribed the Iranian nation as
fervent, devoted and self
sacrificing being at the ser-
vice of the  Islamic sove-
reign state and the govern-
ment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran. “The
people had shown their
magnanimity through their
unwavering support behind

German parliamentarian:

the father of the Islamic
Revolution and the founder
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran the late Imam Kho-

meini in the materi-
alization of the Islamic Rev-
olution and the

establishment of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in 1979,
the Leader said.

“Therefore it is the duty
of al officials to be humble
and modest towards the gen-
eral public,” concluded the
Leader. At the end of the
ceremony, the Leader of the
Idamic Revolution led the
evening and night prayers.
The officials were the guests
of theLeader for iftar.

Foreign artists put selected works

on display in Zanjan

TEHRAN- Iran’s spe-
cial envoy Mohammad
Bager Sadr in a meeting
with Iraq's Vice-President
Taha Yassin Ramadan in
Baghdad Tuesday briefed
him on Iranian endeavors
for halting military strikes
against Irag.

He also emphasized ef-
forts of the chairmanship
of Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC)
for finding a peaceful way
to resolve the Iragi crisis
and to defuse tension in the
region, IRNA reported.

The Iranian deputy
foreign minister then de-
scribed the goal of his visit
to Irag as in continuation
of the visits to some in-

Iran, Germany must use potential grounds

TEHRAN - A German
parliamentarian here Tuesday
said that Iran and Germany

should utilize  potentid
grounds for expansion of mu-
tua cooperation.

The visiting chairman of
the education commission of
the German Parliament Jur-
gen Mollemann in his lecture

Regional disputes must be settled
through peaceful means

TEHRAN - Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Hamidreza Asefi said that resorting to
territorial claimsin the region is not a prop-
er solution to resolve differences.

Referring to Irag's territorial claims on
Kuwait he told Iran News that the region
should be governed through negotiations

and tension-free talks.

On the possibility of arenewed conflict

between Irag and Kuwait

hope that this will not happen, and fur-
thermore we are of the opinion that the
two sides should not engage themselves in
such a conflict because this could be the
worst problem for the region.”

If such a conflict develops, foreign
powers which are waiting for pretexts to
protect their vested interests (in the region)
will abuse the situation, he added.

Referring to the visit to Iraq of Deputy
Foreign Minister for Afro-Arab Affairs
Mohammad Sadr and Iran’s initiatives to
help resolve the crisis, Asefi said that since
the beginning of the crisis the Foreign Min-
istry has done its best to resolve the crisis

through peaceful means.

“Sadr will also visit other regiona
countries to help broker peace,” Asefi said
adding, “we are concerned about the Iraqi
issue and do not want the issue to surface

Economists,

again.” Since Iran is the current chairman
of the Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), Tehran feels a double re-
sponsibility in this regard, he added.

He said that during the U.S-led air
strikes on Irag, the Islamic Republic pro-
posed initiatives in the form of talks with

the belligerent sides both within and with-

he said, “we

out the region.
He stressed that Tehran will use all dip-
lomatic toolsto bring the crisisto an end.
The Iragi issue is among the top prior-
ities of Iran's foreign
adding that no date has been set yet for For-

policy, Sadr said

eign  Minister Kama Kharrazi's visit to

Baghdad.

ficids.

Turning to the upcoming visit to Iran of
Derek Plumbly, director
East department of the British Foreign Of-
fice, hesaid hisvisit isto focus on bilateral
relations and the Iraqi issue is likely to be
discussed between him and the Iranian of-

of the Middle

The British officia is to visit other
countries as well, he said adding that the

process of promotion of ties between Teh-

bassadors.

ranand London isunder way.
Asefi concluded by hoping that the two
countries would soon

exchange am-

to an audience at Foreign Min-
istry’s Ingtitute for Political
and International Studies pro-
posed that President Mo-
hammad Khatami should lead
formation of aregional coop-
eration organization in the
Middle East and Centra
Asa

He said that current clash-
es in the Middle East has pre-
vented promotion of a con-
structive policy in the Middle
East and blocked better coop-
eration between Europe and
states of the region, IRNA re-
ported. Iran has a special stra-
tegic situation and the inter-
nationa  community highly
respects President Mohammad
Khatami, said the German of-
ficial, adding that President
Khatami can give a new di-
mension to  his lofty status
through contributing to the in-
ternational activities.

“Why Mr. Khatami should
not assume leadership of the
region and shape a structure
for  drategic  cooperation
among countries of the re-
gion,” questioned Mollemann.

On Iran-Germany re-
lations, Mollemann said there
are people in the two countries
that are not willing to see good
relations between Tehran and
Bonn. They are interested in
creating more problems, said
Mollemann.

Calling Tehran-Bonn re-
lations as “traditional and
friendly”, Mollemann ex-
pressed hope that the two
countries would find ways of
countering such  “negative
movements’.

The presidential elections
held in Iran in 1997 have been
highly infulential, sasid Molle-

officials comment on

key notes of next year’s budget

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Conaultative Assembly (Maj-
lis) here on Wednesday start-
ed deiberations on the out-
lines of the budget bill for the
next Iranian caendar year,
beginning March 21, 1999.

Four senior economic of-
ficidls briefed Mgjlis on
Tuesday on the main points
of the next year's budget bill
and answered questions on
certain ambiguities of the bill.

Head of the Plan and
Budget Organization (PBO)
Mohammad-Ali Najafi
speaking at a closed-door ses-
sion of the Malis said that
the revenue from oil exports
is expected to resch RIs
21,100 billion next year from
RIs 32,800 billion in 1996,
RIs 26 billion in 1997 and RIs
24,500 in 1998, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that oil con-
stituted about 57, 40, 33 and
23 percent of the govern-
ment’s total revenues in the
said years. He added that giv-
en the status quo, architects
of the next year budget bill
tried to devise plans which
would exert the least pressure
on the country’s economy
and at the same time would
not hat the government's
main activities, especially
those concerning de-
velopment and construction
projects.  Criticizing  bor-
rowings from the Centra
Bank asthe most destructive
way to solve the country’s ec-
onomic woes, Ngjafi said the
architects of the budget bill
rejected the option of bor-
rowing and instead chose
three other options including

reducing expenses, in-
creasing tax revenues and is-
suing bonds.

On the proposed hike in
the prices of oil derivatives
and energy resources, Naj&fi
said that except for the price
of telecommunication ser-
vices and gasoline govern-
ment has tried to act within
the framework of the Second
Five-Year Plan.

Meanwhile, the Economy
and Finance Minister, Hoss-
ein Namazi said at the same
session that the widely-
reflected issueisa 54.1 per-
cent increase in tax revenues
in the next year's budget,
which he said would exert
pressure on the low-income
classes of society.

A part of direct taxes
which show a41.6 percent in-
crease, is related to taxes on
companies and wealth, said
Namazi, adding “next year,
we will in fact collect the tax-
es of the current Iranian
year.”

Furthermore, taxes on in-
comes will reman un-
changed, the minister said.

Later, Governor of the
Centrd Bank of Iran (CBI)
Mohsen Nourbakhsh  of-
fering a picture of the coun-
try’s foreign exchange status,
said “one of the magor ec-
onomic concerns of the coun-
try is the economic re-
cession and dow economic
growth.

“In order to find a way
out of this this situation, in-
vestment and dynamic ec-
onomic activity are needed to
achieve desirable economic
growth.”

He reterated that any
movement in this direction

needs two factors of domestic
sources of investments and
foreign exchange avail-
ability. In other words, get-
ting out of recession requires
having adequate domestic
currency (rial) and foreign
exchange resources, he add-
ed.

Nourbakhsh added, “if
we pay attention to the trends
of savings and investments,
we will notice two principal
sources of savings - savings
by the private sector and sav-
ings by the public sector.”

If economic activities
dow down and gross do-
mestic product declines, the
savings of the private sectors
will decline as well, the CBI
governor said.

He said in the note 29 of
the next year’s budget bill, a
major part has been devoted
to use of foreign sources
which is divided into two
sections of buy-back schemes
and credit facilities such asfi-
nance.

Nourbakhsh said that un-
der conditions now prevailing
in the world thereisanin-
tense competition for getting
more share of these financia
Sources.

He dso said that the gov-
ernment is after increasing
national savings to get out of
recession, adding that cur-
rently, the country’s foreign
obligations stand at Dlrs 23
billion which will riseto DIrs
26.5 hillion by the end of the
Second Development Plan.

Nourbakhsh also said the
country needs what he called
as “healthy financial sourc-
es’ to dleviate its economic
problems in times of low ail
revenues, in particular. He

did not elaborate.

Next spesker was Oil
Minister  Bijan Namdar-
Zanganeh who gavea report
on issues relating to oil, gas
and buy-back scheme.

He said, “in terms of oil
and gas production capac-
ities, Iran's share in inter-
national market has drastical-
ly falen over the past 20
years.”

“Stability in our pro-
duction quotas, protection of
oil resources, expansion of
gas production capacity with
priority being given to use of
joint gas fields are among the
most important targets of the
government,” Zanganeh re-
marked. He said that the
country’s most important gas
field is one shared by Iran
and a neighboring country.
Contrary to the neighboring
gstate which is rapidly ex-
ploiting the field, Iran has
yet to use the field. He
stressed that oil reserve and
production  capacity de-
termines the position of na
tions in the world, adding
“we should not do anything
that might adversely affects
Iran’s international  stand-
ing.” Referring to the govern-
ment's gasoline price pro-
posal, the oil minister said
that the proposal has the ad-
vantage of reducing gas
consumption in the country.

Zanganeh concluded by
saying, “dthough the figures
approved by the parliament’s
special commission are close
to those proposed by the gov-
ernment, but we believe that
consumption will not be re-
duced and we will have to
import DIrs 200  million
worth of gasoline next year.”

for mutual cooperation

mann, adding that the elec-
tions revealed people's con-
tribution and the support of-
fered by magjority of Iranians.

He called as “foolish” any
policy and strategy adopted in
the Middle East irrespective
of Iran’s role and said such a
strategy was doomed to fail.

Speaking a a press con-
ference for Iranian and foreign
journdists here  Tuesday,
Mollemann welcomed the ex-
pansion of Tehran-Bonn ties
inall fields.

He revedled the visit to
Iran by a high ranking Ger-
man politicad and economic
delegation in the first half of
1999. During the visit, he
said, the German delegation
will hold comprehensive dis-
cussions with Iranian officials
0n economic matters.

Molemann, who is aso a
member of the presiding
board of the German Free
Democrat Party, said the pol-
icies pursued by the Iranian
president, Iran’'s economic
conditions and its dealings on
foreign debts have al contrib-
uted to meeting the financial
requirements of projects in
Iran. He also said these three
factors also justify the further
expansion of economic ties
between Tehran and other
countries.

Export and investment
guarantees, he went on, can
aso serve as a factor to pro-
mote German investment in
Iran. He hoped that obstacles
hindering investment in Iran
will be removed as soon as
possible.

Referring to the ‘con-
structive dialog’ between the
EU and Iran he said, “Ger-
many, as the rotating head of

the EU Troika, is eager to re-
vive both Irano-Germany and
Iran-EU cooperation.”

He further hoped that con-
structive didlog between Iran
and the EU will, at the earliest,
achieve the results which eve-
ryone was waiting for.

Earlier on Monday, Vice-
chairman of the Foreign Pol-
icy Commission of the Majlis,
Mohammad Javad Larijani,
described the new atmosphere
of peaceful coexistence and
healthy politica rivalry as an
outcome of the recent changes
inlran.

Larijani told Mollemann
that the recent “irrationa
and violent” acts had been
committed by isolated ele-
ments who most  probably
committed these acts under the
influence of foreigners.

He pointed out that Iran’s
new foreign poalicy is based on
detente, dialog and attention to
nationa and legitimaet inter-
ests  within reliable frame-
works.

Describing the present at-
mospherein Iran as calm, Lar-
ijani said thereisarational po-
litical rivary in the country
and as an example cited the
fothcoming councils elections
dated for February 26. “Such
events consolidate the popular
nature of our system,” he not-
ed

Mollemann pointed to
“some problems’ in the long-
standing relations between the
two countries and said these
problems cannot  create se-
rious obstacles in the way of
promotion of Tehran-Bonn re-
lations.

He also expressed hope
that bilateral relations will be
further upgraded in future.

fluential member states of
the 55-nation OIC aiming
at finding a joint resolution
and coordination with the
United Nations.

Sadr then underlined
the need to respect Charter
of the United Nations and
refrain  from any wilful
measure by the member na-
tions.

In the meeting, the Ira-
gi vice-president thanked
Iran’s President and Chair-
man of the Organization of
Islamic Conference Mo-
hammad Khatami for dis-
patching the special envoy
to Irag.

Referring to the stance
of the Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei on the recent
crisis, Ramadan termed it
as a wise, clear and de-
cisive stance.

He added that Baghdad
is ready to help finding a
peaceful way out for his
country from the current
crisis. Meanwhile, the Ira-
nian special envoy met sep-
arately with the Iragi Dep-
uty Prime Minister Tareq
Aziz to say that the col-
lective efforts needed to

TEHRAN - Foreign photographers have put their selected works on dis-
play in the northern province of Zanjan.
Zeinolabedin Nasiri, a provincia officia in charge of Iran’s youth cin-
ema said that some 50 photographs by artists from the U.S., China, Japan,
Australia, France, Britain and a number of other European countries are on
display in the exhibition.
The objective of the photo exhibition is to make production, distribution
and sale of photographs possible, he added.
Nasiri said that the exhibition will be open till January 15.

made in the Security Coun-
cil to review the resolutions
and prevent any unilateral
measure among its member
countries.

In the meeting, Tareq
Aziz expressed satisfaction
over the chairmanship of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
as an independent and pow-
erful nation over the Or-
ganization of Islamic Con-
ference and hoped that
Tehran will use its influence
to resolve the crisis.

Sadr also met and con-
ferred on Monday night
with Iragi Foreign Minister
Muhammad Saeed as-Sahaf,
on peaceful ways of solving
the Iraqi crisis.

In the meeting, the Iraqi
foreign minister lauded the
efforts made by the Islamic
Republic of Iran as OIC
chairman to peacefully end
the lragi crisis and called
for continuation of these ef-
forts.

Sadr underlined the need
to put an end to the suf-
ferings of the Iragi people
as the need for abiding by
the decisions made by the
United Nations by al its
member states.

|tallan Senate president
to visit Iran

TEHRAN - President of the Italian Senate Nicola
Mancino isto visit Tehran later this year.

The trip will follow earlier visits to the Iranian capital
by other Italian officials in 1998, including Italian prime
minister, president of Chamber of Deputies, and Foreign

Minister Lamberto Dini.

In a meeting with Iranian Ambassador to Rome Ali

Ahani on Monday, Mancino hailed promotion of bilateral
parliamentary relations as well as ties between other gov-
ernment organizations in both countries.

The Iranian ambassador, too, expressed satisfaction

over

developments in relations between the two coun-

tries and agreed that a scheduled visit to Rome by the Ira-

nian President Mohammad Khatami

will be a turning

point in Tehran-Rome relations. An IRNA dispatch on
January 11 mistakenly reported that Italy’s president and
president of the Italian Parliament will visit Iran later this
year whereas only the Italian Senate President Nicola
Mancino is dueto visit the country.

Disabled Iranian to cycle
through American continent

TEHRAN- A disabled Ira-
nian cyclist will start a tour of
the American continent this
month, aiming to propagate
the message of peace and aso
to show the high capacity of
the disabled, IRNA reported.
Masood Tagavi, paralyzed in
the right leg and eye area, will
cycle through Canada, the
U.S., Mexico, Brazil, Bolivia,
Chile and Argentina.

Tagavi dready has to his

name a successful tour of
Scandinavia, a feat highly
touted by the disabled so-
cieties of the Netherlands, Fin-
land, Norway, Sweden and
Denmark. He is a member of
Iran's ‘Friends of Welfare
charity organization.

The organization was es-
tablished by a group of artists,
journdists and athletes, aim-
ing to help the needy in the so-
ciety.

10 arrested in connection with
mysterious murders

TEHRAN - The com-
mittee in charge of in-
vestigating the recent mys-
terious murders here on
Tuesday issued areport stat-
ing that so far 10 people
have been arrested in con-
nection with the murders,
and that a group of others
are currently under sur-
veillance.

The report however
stresses that there are more
concrete information on the
serial killings which cannot
be divulged because such
disclosure would hurt the
still pending investigations.

The committee started
its report by thanking the
Leader and the president for
strongly  supporting  the
committee’s activities.

It further expressed ap-
preciation for the coop-
eration it received from the
relevant government de-
partments, and for the vast
support it has received from
the public.

The specia committee
started the investigations by
collecting information from
the Information Ministry,
the law enforcement forces,
and some other relevant
sources, the report added.

As the result of the in-
vestigations, a group of ele-
ments who were directly
connected with the murders
have been taken into cus-
tody. Some evidence has
been collected against a
group of others who are

presently under sur-
veillance, the report further
read.

The investigations iden-
tified “the architects and ex-
ecutors of of the opera-
tional phase,” the committee
said, adding that there has
also been a good amount of
investigation to date to iden-
tify “the outside links and
the principal figures behind
the murders.”

In total, 10 people have
been taken into custody and
questioned in connection
with the murders.

Stating that proper flow
of the investigations ne-
cessitates peace and calm in
the society, the committee
appealed to all factions and
personalities to refrain from
creating tensions relating to
the issue.

Disruptions and bal-
lyhoo by any party indicate
that the party does not favor
disclosure of the truth about
the murders, and that it
would lose through such
revelations, the report said.

The committee con-
tinued by assuring the pub-
lic that it would continue
its investigations to the
conclusion regardless of
any tensions intentionally
created by some parties.

In conclusion, the re-
port cautioned against pub-
lishing news on the murder
investigations by any
sources other than the spe-
cial committee itself or the
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military court in charge of
the cases. Meanwhile,
students taking part in aral-
ly in Tehran University on
Tuesday denounced the re-
cent mysterious murders
and called for open and tel-
evised trial of the people
arrested in connection with
the murders.

The 1000-strong group
further called on President
Mohammad Khatami to
push the investigations for-
ward until the identification
of the masterminds behind
the serial killings.

A speaker at the raly,
organized by the Islamic
association of Tehran Uni-
versity students, blamed the
recent murders on “silence
of some of the officials on
the wave of violence by
parties who are inclined to
use violent means.”

Mojtaba Tavasoli fur-
ther stated “presently the
domestic and foreign en-
emies agree on one thing
and that is to create an at-

mosphere of violence in the
society, and to induce the
notion that the government
isincompetent.

“Our nation has proven
that it always frustrates the
enemies plots, which
would hold true this time
also when the nation is de-
termined to support and
pay the costs of the polit-
ical development pursued
by President Khatami,” he
said.

Tavasoli praised the In-
formation Ministry for its
openness towards the pub-
lic which was manifested
through the recent report by
the ministry that some of
its staff were involved in
the recent mysterious mur-
ders.

Calling for continuation
of the investigations “till
reaching a final conclu-
sion,” the student leader
said that not addressing the
issue “would create a
chronic wound which can
corrupt the whole.
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