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Iran, Qatar study expansion of
economic cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Qatar explored fresh avenues for the expansion of | N

bilateral trade relations.

Iran’s Ambassador to Doha Mahmoud Movahedi met and conferred with
Qatari Minister of Finance, Economy and Trade Yusef Hussein Kamal on

expansion of mutual trade cooperation.

In the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on setting up Iran’s fifth

exclusive trade fair of Iran in Doha

The two officials lso reached agreement on holding the second session
of Iran-Qatar joint economic commission in Tehran in later this month.
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|slamic Consultative Assembly
ratifies outlines of next year budget bill

TEHRAN - Outlines of

RIs  279,258,262,914,000
budget bill for next Iranian
caendar year was ratified
with an overwhelming ma-
jority of votes at the open
session of the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis)
on Wednesday.

Majlis started debate on
the bill on Wednesday morn-
ing with 15 deputies speak-
ing in favor or against the
bill, IRNA reported.

Majlis was to debate the
proposed figures on income
and expenditures and to
specify ceiling of the in-
comes on Thursday.

The Majlis wednesday
morning started deliberations
on the outlines of the pro-
posed budget bill for the
year 1378, the next Iranian
calendar year starting March
21, 1999.

The budget bill which
has received approval of the
main Magjlis commission, is
over RIs
279,258,262,914,000 in-
cluding revenues and other
sources of income. The fig-
ureis about RIs 4,300 hillion
more than that proposed in
the budget bill.

Out of the figure Rls
109,588,638,793,000 is ear-
marked for  government’s
general budget.

It aso adlocates RIs
186,103,813,721,000 to gov-
ernment companies, profit
ingtitutes  affiliated to the
government and banks.

The tota revenues in
government’s general budget
is estimated a Ris
97,442,230,008,000  while
independent earnings of min-
istries and government in-
stitutes has been estimated at

Foreign Ministry issues statement:

Rls 12,146,408,785,000.
The  Malis  repre-
sentatives, after approving
the outlines of the next year
budget bill, will ratify the
revenues section and then
proceed to deliberate on its
expenditure section.
Meanwhile, Rapporteur
of the main Majlis commis-
sion in charge of reviewing
the budget bill for the next
Iranian calendar year Mo-
hammad Bager Nowbakht,
outlined the specifications of
the bill in the Majlis open
session Wednesday morning.
He said the commission
approved the government’s
proposed figure of about RIs
21,000 hillion earmarked for
oil revenues, adding that in
connection with tax revenues
since new sources of taxa-
tion have been introduced,
the proposed government

| slamic countries must
unite ranks

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Foreign Ministry in a state-
ment on the occasion of in-
ternational Qods day, ob-
served by Muslims
worldwide on the last Friday
of the fasting month of Ra-
madhan, caled on al Islam-
ic-Arab countries to con-
solidate unity and solidarity
among themselves.

It said by declaring the
last Friday of Ramadhan as
the international Qods day,
the late Founder of the Is-
lamic Republic, Imam Kho-
meini, united the Muslim
masses, |RNA reported.

Underscoring the Islamic
nature of the issue of Pal-
estine, the statement re-
iterated support for le
gitimate struggles of
Palestinian Muslims.

In another development,
the Idamic association of
Mashhad University faculty
in a letter to U.N. Secretary

General Kofi Annan ex-
pressed dismay at the world
body’s failure to restore the
rights of the Palestinian na-
tion.

The faculty noted that
the big powers especialy
the U.S. view the U.N. as a
tool to help them attain their
objectives, adding that the
world body can only be ef-
fective as long as its de-
cisions do not conflict the
objectives of the big powers.

“Under such circum-
stances, your mission as the
secretary general of the
U.N. to work for further in-
dependence and effective-
ness of the organization is
of paramount importance.

“We hope that through
your efforts and decisive
measures, the U.N. moves
to realize its origina justice
seeking objectives, and by
eliminating deficiencies such

Gallery on Wednesday.

“favorable”,

Mexican female photographers

works on show in Tehran

TEHRAN - An exhibition of photos taken by four
Mexican female photographers opened at Tehran’s Arts

The photos on show at the 12-day exhibit depict Mex-
ican villagers' lifestyle, IRNA reported.

Director General of the cultural affairs department at
Foreign Ministry Masied Jame’i said at the opening cer-
emony, attended by Tehrani citizens and Mexican em-
bassy staff, that numerous cultural bonds between Iran
and Mexico can provide the ground for expansion of con-
structive cooperation between Tehran and Mexico City.

Hailing cultural relations between Iran and Mexico as
Mased Jame'i said the exhibition indicates
Mexican government’s will to expand cultural, political,
economic and trade relations with Iran.

as the veto power, to bring
hope to the oppressed na
tions of the world,” the letter
further read. As the first
step in the derive by the
U.N. towards readlization of
justice, the faculty called for
pursuing a just solution of
the Palestinian problem.

Also addressing the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
conference and heads of
Muslim states, the Islamic
association stated that the
world of Islam has to unite
and approach the Palestinian
issue more seriously.

figure of RIs 28,000 billion
was approved.

Nowbakht said that the
commission aso approved
the figure of RIs 42,000 bil-
lion for other revenues.

As for the monetary pol-
icies of the budget, he said
that major strategies in this
category have been elaborat-
ed in note 3, adding that in
order to limit the liquidity to
10 to 11 percent, the com-
mission agreed to an in-
crease of RIs 6,000 billionin
banking system facilities.

He said that in order to
help implementation of pro-
jectsand plans which gener-
ate employment, at least 50
percent of the facilities stip-
ulated in note 3 will be a-
located to this sector, ees-
pecialy for creation of jobs
for youths.

Asfor hard currency rev-
enues in the coming year, the
rapporteur said that the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (CBI) will
continue to offer the three
existing rates. He said that
the official rate for the U.S.
dollar will remain RIs 1750
(for one dallar).

Pointing to repayment of
Iran’s foreign debts, Now-
bakht said in the Second
Five-Y ear Development Plan
five percent should be de-
ducted from Iran's foreign
arrears at the turn of each
year, and therefore, the debt
figure should not exceed
Dlrs 25 billion by the end of
the Second Plan (1995-99).

Generadly speaking, he
said, what the commission
has approved is an in-
dication of cooperation with
the government, adding that
existing shortcomings will
be removed with the help of
the main commission and
cooperation of Majlis dep-

Iran, Britain
to upgrade
diplomatic

ties
TEHRAN - Hours
before the scheduled ar-
rival of a senior British

Foreign Office envoy

here, a Tehran news-

paper reported that Iran
and Britain will ex-

change ambassadors
soon.

Quoting  “an in-
formed diplomatic

source,” Iran News, said:
“the two countries have
decided to appoint their
current charge d' affaires
as ambassadors.”

Gholamreza Ansari
is lran's charge d'af-
faires to London and
Nicholas Walker Browne
is his British counterpart
in Tehran.

Director of the Mid-
dle East department of
the British Foreign Of-
fice, Derek Plumbly was
arriving  in Tehran
Wednesday for a two-
day officia visit.

The decision to up-
grade diplomatic ties be-
tween Iran and Britain
was announced by Iran’s
Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi and his British
counterpart Robin Cook
in a joint statement is
sued in New York, on
the sidelines of the U.N.
General Assembly meet-
ing. Diplomatic
relations between Tehran
and London were
strained in Feb. 1989 af-
ter the late Imam Kho-
meini issued a death sen-
tence against the apostate
author of “The Satanic
Verses’ for insulting the
sanctities of over one bil-
lion Muslims.

Kuwalit lauds Iran’s efforts
to remove tension In region

TEHRAN - The new Ku-
waiti Ambassador to Iran Ali
Suleyman as-Said Wednes-
day lauded Iranian efforts to
remove tensions in the re-
gion and said, “Tehran plays
an important role in pre-
serving peace and security
and easing tensions in the re-
gion.”

Taking to IRNA, he
caled Iran-Kuwait relations
as ‘exceptional’ and added
“Iran-Kuwait relations can
be a good model for other
Arab countries to expand ties
with Iran.”

As-Said further stated
that Iran-Kuwait relations
with their long historical
background are developing,
adding, “bilateral ties are
based on the principle of mu-
tual respect and under-

standing.”

The Kuwaiti ambassador
remarked, “in addition to the
exchange of visits by the two
countries high ranking of-
ficials the two countries en-
joy close cooperation in the
regional and internationa
fora”

As-Said said that his
mission is to strengthen bi-
lateral ties adding, “no one
can deny the important role
the Islamic Republic of Iran
plays in preserving peace
and tranquility in the re-
gion.”

Fortunately, he said,
since the inauguration of
President Mohammad Kha-
relations of Arab
Iran have

tami the
countries  with
been improving.

He added that with com-
ing to office of President

Bil-e Savar joint border market reopened

TEHRAN - The joint
border market of Bil-e Sa-
var-e Moghan, in northwest
Iran, resumed its activities
following a long period of

closure, it was announced on
Wednesday. Governors of
Bil-e Savar cities of Iran and
Azerbaijan, anumber of re-
gional customs officials and

a group of tradesmen were
present at the reopening cer-
emony of the border market.

Egba Abbasi, Iran’s Bil-
e Savar governor, said that

Retail prices increase slightly

TEHRAN - Retail price
of sugar showed a 13.7 per-
cent  increase from De-
cember 26 to January 1
compared to that of the

preceding week, the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) re
ported.

The CBI report said that
a 23.5 percent increase was
aso registered in the retail

sale price of the commaodity
in the said week compared
to the corresponding week
(November 26-December 2)
in the  Iranian month of
Azar (November 22-
December 21).

The report said that pric-
es of dairy products rose by
0.3 percent, of rice by 0.8
percent, of fresh fruits by 6.4

Athens organizes

TEHRAN - Greek political scientist Constantine Ho-
levawill give alecture on “clashes or cooperation of civ-
ilizations, a Greek proposal,” in Athens on Friday.

The event has been organized by the Greek-Iranian
friendship association in cooperation with the Iranian cul-
tural center in Athens within the framework of cul-
tural programs, IRNA reported.

Iranian President Mohammad Khatami has launched
an initiative to promote a dialog of civilizations for the
sake of international peace and harmony .

Representatives from Egypt, Greece, Iran and Italy -
the four ancient civilizations of the world - last year

signed the “Athens Declaration” to put President Kha
tami’ sinitiative in practice.

percent, of red meat by 0.7
percent, of tea by 1.3 percent
and of vegetable ail by 0.8
percent in the said week
compared to the preceding
week.

According to the CBI re-
port, prices of eggs de
creased by 5.9 percent, of
beans by 0.5 percent, of
fresh fruits by 4.3 percent
and of poultry by 3 percent
in the said week compared to
the preceding week.

the reopening of the border
market is a positive step to-
wards promotion of Tehran-
Baku relations.

The event will aso pro-
mote the existing friendship
between the two Iranian and
Azeri nations and govern-
ments, he added.

With reopening of the
border market, annualy
some 1,200 Iranian trades
men will exchange goods
with those of Azerbaijan,
Abbasi said.

Ali Babayev, governor
of Azerbaijan’'s Bil-e Savar
praised the great efforts
made by the Iranian officials
to reopen the market.

The joint border market
of Bil-e Savar was uni-
laterally closed by Azeri
government 18 months ago.

Khatami  the concerns of
some Arab countries with re-
gards to Iran have been re-
moved and many channels of
communication opened to
serve the interests of both
nations.

The ambassador noted
that the efforts by Iran to re-
move tensions between Irag
and Kuwait are appreciated
by members of the Persian
Gulf Cooperation Council.
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Historical monuments discovered

in northeast Iran

TEHRAN - Some 55 historical monuments have been discovered in
northeastern city of Qa en, Khorsan Province, as a result of a series of ar-
cheological excavations, said Director of the provincial Cultural Heritage Or-
ganization Abolfazl Mokarrami.

Mokarrami said that the monuments belong to ancient civilizations and in-
clude ancient sites, hills, caverns, castles, tombs, mosques and cemeteries.

He said that 36 such relics had been discovered in the city last year.

Some 91 historical monuments have been discovered in Qa en, which is
located south of the province.

Iran denies military nuclear
cooperation with Russia

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hamid-
Reza Asefi here on Wednes-
day dismissed recent state-
ments made by U.S. national
security advisor Sandy Ber-
ger on Iran's military ca
pability.

Asefi said that such
statements made by the U.S.
to violate Iran's natural
right to use nuclear energy
for peaceful purposes, are
condemned, IRNA reported.

He said the Zionist re-
gime is a potential threat to
the region for possessing al

kinds of destructive weap-
ons, adding that the U.S. of-
ficid's datements were
aimed at diverting public
opinion from Washington's
unsparing support for the Zi-
onist entity.

He stressed that Iran’s
missile industries are com-
pletely indigenous and to
this end Iran does not rely on
any country.

Asefi said that Iran has
not at al been after stock-
piling atomic weapons and
its military facilities solely
play defensive and deterrent

|ran, Pakistan try to restore
peace to Afghanistan

TEHRAN - Pakistan's Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs Mohammad Siddig Kanju said in Islamabad Wednesday
that Tehran and Islamabad have decided to cooperate with
each other to restore peace to war-torn Afghanistan.

Addressing a session of the National Assembly, he termed
the recent visit to Tehran of the Pakistani Foreign Secretary
Shamshad Ahmad Khan as very fruitful, IRNA reported from

|slamabad.

The two countries have agreed to cooperate with other
neighboring states, the United Nations and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference in order to find a solution to the Af-

ghan crisis, he added.

Kanju said that, in addition to Iran, Pakistan has contacts
with other regional countries with regards to the Afghan prob-

lem

He stressed that Islamabad is not intervening in domestic
affairs of Afghanistan but tries to bring the different Afghan

groups closer to each other.

Shamshad Ahmad was in Tehran on a three-day official

visit on January 2-4.

During his stay he met with a number of senior Iranian of-
ficials including President Mohammad Khatami and Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi. He delivered a message from
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to the Iranian president.

German president:

role.

Meanwhile, the Russian
Foreign Ministry in a state-
ment issued on Wednesday
termed as totally baseless the
U.S. clams that Russia is
giving Iran nuclear tech-
nology with military applica-
tions.

The ministry further stat-
ed that the sanctions slapped
on three Russian institutes
for the aleged cooperation
with Iran can serioudly jeop-
ardize Russia-U.S. relations.

Such measures would
certainly draw reactions by
Russia, the statement further
read.

Terming U.S. measures
as unacceptable, the Foreign
Ministry added that the is-
sue would be discussed with
U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright during
her upcoming Moscow visit.

The statement further
stressed that the activities of
the three Russian institutes
are in full compliance with
the Russian laws as well as
with the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

The Foreign Ministry
aso stated that the recent
U.S. measures against the
Russian companies violate
international law.

Reacting to the U.S. al-
legations, Russian Prime
Minister Yevgeny Primakov
said Wednesday that new
sanctions imposed by Wash-
ington could hurt Washing-
ton-Moscow ties. He
stressed that such moves by
no means help in improving
bilateral ties.

Iran’ s proposal for dialog
encouraging

TEHRAN - German
President Prof. Dr. Roman
Herzog said at a new year

banquet with accredited
ambassadors in  Berlin
Wednesday that Iran's

President Mohammad Kha-
tami has proposed mutual
reflections by Muslims and
the occidentals on their
several traditions and cul-
tures which, he said, has
appealed to him.

He said President Kha-
tami  has proposed to
young Muslims not to
subscribe to the Western
civilization blindly nor to

Haji.

Iran to open Refah
chain storesin Baku

TEHRAN - One of the agreements reached between
Iran and Azerbaijan calls for the opening of a branch of
Refah chain store in Baku which will come on stream in
March 2000, said Minister of

In an interview with the English daily ‘Iran News
published Wednesday, he said that the “objective in
launching the chain store branch is to sell Iranian goods
directly to Azeri citizens,” adding that a pharmaceutical
plant has also been agreed to be built in
and its construction operation will commence shortly.

Turning to the role of the Cooperatives Ministry in

Cooperatives Morteza

Azerbaijan

challenge the West in a
cultural trench warfare,
IRNA reported from Bonn.

Herzog said he inter-
prets the recent statements
of the Iranian president as
his endorsement of a pol-
icy promoting mutual as-
surance and respect.

He said as far as Ger-
many is concerned it
would continue to  sub-
scribe to the principles of
democracy, federalism, pa-
tience, and a foreign pol-
icy promotive of peace. He

added dialog between
world cultures is in-
dispensible.

Meanwhile, the visiting
chairman of the educa-
tional and scientific com-
mission of the German
Bundestag  (parliament),
Jurgen Mollemann said
here Tuesday that his visit
to Tehran isaimed at  ex-
pansion of Tehran-Bonn
parliamentary and cultural
relations.

He made the remark in
a meeting with chairman
of culture and higher ed-
ucation commission of the

Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Ab-
baspour.

The German parlia-
mentarian said that he had
made great efforts to fur-
ther activate the two coun-
tries’ parliamentary friend-
ship groups.

Referring to President
Mohammad Khatami’s
proposal to  designate
2001 as the year of dialog
among civilizations, Ab-
baspour urged  German
parliamentarians to help
promote this cause.

Briefing Mollemann on
the status of the Majlis and
its culture and higher ed-
ucation commission, the
Iranian MP called for ex-
change of educational fa-
cilities, university students
and teaching staff between
the two countries.

Mollemann, who is
also a member of the pre-
siding board of the Ger-
man Free Democrat Party,
arrived here Monday on a
two-day official visit and
left Tehran late Tuesday
night.

the state economy, Haji said his ministry is not merely in
charge of cooperatives activities but its main assignment
is to promote the culture of cooperation in all branches of
the society.

He said the Ministry of Cooperatives is trying to as-
sign representatives in all committees set up in the Third
5-Year Development Plan so that the decisions taken by
these committees will conform to the ministry’s ob-
jectives.

Haji said despite its central role in development his
ministry had only a share of five percent in the national
economy, and said, “we are trying to increase our share
commensurate with our due status.”

Haji said that the people must be permitted to par-
ticipate in economic activities in the way they prefer,
adding that if approved by the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Magjlis), “next year's budget bill will earmark
3,500 billion  riasin credit to the ministry.”

Meanwhile, the ministry aims to expand public con-
tribution by selling participation bonds and increasing
cooperative members, he said.

No progress on controversia

Baku-Ceyhan pipeline

TEHRAN - Western oil
companies operating in
Azerbaijan were reported
Wednesday to be still
awaiting details of Tur-
key's terms and tariffs
for the controversial Baku
to Ceyhan pipeline.

Many of the firms al-
ready doubt whether there
is a sufficient volume of
oil to justify the estimated
Dlrs 3.7 billion cost, IRNA
reported from London.

According to the Fi-
nancial Times, they say
that substantial  conces-
sions are needed to make
the pipeline viable.

national Operating Com-
pany has repeatedly de-
layed making a decision on
whether to support the
Ceyhan route, which is
being backed by the U.S.
in an attempt to prevent
pipelines  being  built
through Iran as the main
export route.

Renewed doubts come
as Iran is about to formally
announce the award for
constructing a pipeline to
its northern refineries with
reports suggesting the con-
tract has been won by a lo-
cal affiliate to the Energy
Ministry, possibly with a
Chinese consortium.

No growth expected in non-OPEC production in 1999

TEHRAN - The Center
for Globa Energy Studies
disputes the current forecast
by the International Energy
Agency (IEA) showing an
expected 720,000 barrels per
day growth this year in non-
OPEC production, sug-
gesting there could even be
another North Sea decline.

“Given the low growth
rates for non-OPEC pro-
duction outside Europe and
Latin America, it is not too
difficult to construct a case

in which there is no growth
at al in non-OPEC output in
1999,” it says in anew glo-
bal ail report.

The London-based re-
search center suggests that it
is conventional wisdom to
say that non-OPEC supply is
not particularly sensitive to
oil prices, but says the ex-
perience of the past decade
shows it does respond, of-
ten with alag of ayear or so,
IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

Low oil prices in 1998

sowed the rate of non-
OPEC production growth to
only 200,000 bpd as opposed
to around 1 million bpd ex-
pected by most forecasters.
It was the second con-
secutive year that estimates
have fallen well short of IEA
expectations.

CGES said that the de-
tailed ‘bottom-up’ forecasts

have proved to be a highly
unreliable guide to actualy
what happens, especiadly in
the North Sea.

Its scenarios of North
Sea output showed that high-
er depletion rates and fur-
ther slippage of planned pro-
jects could conceivably lead
to another net decline in
1999.
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