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Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

All prices shown are inclusive of VAT, are in pence per minute and have been rounded to the nearest penny. These
rales are Planet Talk 100 rates which apply to accounts opened with £100 and accounts re-charged by£100. Calls
from payphones and mobile phones may be subject to surcharge.
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Bahrain cadlsfor consolidation
of Tehran-Manamaties

BUSHEHR - Bahraini Prime Minister Sheikh Khalifa bin Sulman al-
Khalifain a meeting with Iran’s new Ambassador to Manama, Mohammad-
Jalal Firouz on Sunday called for further consolidation of Iran-Bahrain re-

lations, IRNA reported.

Radio Bahrain, monitored here Sunday, reported that the two sides at the
meeting, also attended by Bahraini Minister of Labor and Socia Affairs
Sheikh Muhammad bin Mubarak bin Hamad al-Khalifa, exchanged viewson

the critical situation in the Middle East.
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Unity, peace a prerequisite
t0 solve economic problems

TEHRAN - The Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali Kha
menei Monday repeated his appeal to
the nation to maintain their unity of ex-
pression and noted: “some people are
trying to harm the unity of the nation by
writing and saying futile things.”

The Leader, however, stressed that
the prominent members of the es
tablishment will continue to preserve
their unity, adding: “those  who for
their short term interests, want to create
a wave in the pacific ocean of the Ira-
nian nation and disturb the people,
should know that they will get nothing
out of their attempt,” IRNA reported.

Addressing a large group of wor-
shippers at the Tehran University cam-
pus and its nearby streets on the occa-
sion of Eid-ul Fitr, marking the end of
the holy fasting month of Ramadhan,
the Leader further stated that peace was
a must in the country in order to solve
the economic problems of the people.

“The Muslim and revolutionary
people of Iran respect al the manifesta-
tions of unity and believe whatever that
harms unity comes from the devil.
Therefore, it is essential that all gath-
erings throughout the country be held
peacefully and honorably.”

In the early hours of Monday morn-
ing, the Leader’'s office  announced
that Eid-ul Fitr falls on Monday instead
of earlier  forecasts that it would be
celebrated in Iran on Tuesday.

Eid-ul Fitr prayers are usually held
at the open air prayers site of Tehran
(mosalla) every year and arrangements
had been made to that effect for Tues-
day. However, the sudden Eid an-
nouncement and the unsuitable weather

Iran,
Kuwalt
et to

condition prompted the organizers to
shift the site of the prayers to the Tehran
University where weekly Friday prayers
are held.

The Leader, in his remarks, also re-
gretted the outbreak of tension in the
course of Friday prayersin certain cities
over the past year.

“Friday prayer is a symbol of con-
gregation, unity and closeness of hearts
not a place to raise differences. You
should al know that the enemy will be
pleased to see Friday prayer turn into a
symbol of division,” cautioned the
Leader.

The Leader was apparently referring
to last Friday’s violence in Isfahan
where a group of assailants disrupted
the prayers and did not allow the leader
of the prayers Ayatollah Taheri to de-
liver his sermons. The measure sparked
condemnation and criticism from many
officials, media and other quartersin the
country.

Urging leaders of Friday prayers
throughout the country to refrain from
raising issues which may result in divi-
sion and discord, Ayatollah Khamenei
noted: “despite the wish of the enemies,
the great unity that - thanks be to God -
exists in the country, will be maintained
and the nation will continue its path for
the cause of Allah.”

“The political and propaganda en-
gineers of the arrogant powers will not
benefit from their vicious attempts
against the Islamic Republic of Iran as
they have not over the past two dec-
ades,” stated the Leader.

“In Idamic Iran,” said Ayatollah
Khamenei, “there exists only one front
and that is the front of the revolution

and Isam. Even if  there are differ-
ences of tastes, the principles stay firm
and thanks God, the state officials are
unitedly and unanimously committed to
these principles.”

The Leader said despite the en-
emies propaganda efforts to con-
taminate the living environment of the
Iranian nation, “our people, the youth
in particular, are vigilant and will not be
deceived by the enemy schemes, and
the world will see that this nation will
overcome the difficulties one after the
other, thanksto the devotion and stead-
fastness of its pioneers.”

Elsewhere in his remarks, the Lead-
er thanked the Iranian people for their
massive turnout in the International
Qods Day rallies. The occasion, he said,
is an honor for the Iranian nation and
world Muslims.

The International Qods Day, in-
itiated by the late founder of the Islamic
Republic, Imam Khomeini, is held each
year on the last Friday of the holy
month of Ramadhan.

Ayatollah Khamenel termed as
“very tragic’ the recent massacre of
fasting Shias in Pakistan by a group of
fanatic assailants, as well asthe martyr-
dom of a number of Lebanese Muslims
inlsraeli bombings.

“Muslims have suffered greats ag-
onies in many parts of the world, but
thanks to their unity of expression and
thanks to their Islamic vigilance, they
will overcome these difficulties,” said
the Leader.

Ayatollah Khamenel concluded by
saying that it was an honor for Mus-
lims to fight for the cause of God and
for unity of expression.

Culture, Islamic guidance minister:

|RIB must apologize to

people, president

4 )\
|ra condemns
Massacr & of
Mudim Albanians
InKosovo

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-
eign Ministry here Sunday
expressing regret over the
the killing of dozens of
ethnic Muslim Albanians
in Kosovo over the past
two days said Muslim
world is concerned about
the ongoing situation in
Kosovo and the hardship
imposed on Mudims
there.

The Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Hamid Reza
Asefi  further expressed
concern over the repeti-
tion of such tragic events
in Kosovo, IRNA re
ported.

Unfortunately, certain
country’s political abuse
of current situation in Ko-
sovo has deteriorated the
situation in Kosovo, thus,
causing further loss of
life, destruction of houses eight of the budget bill, ap-
and displacement  of [ proved Sunday by Magjlis,
many people in the cold | the law enforcement de-
winter. _ _ partment can charge Rls

The Islamic Republic | 50,000 for changing license
of Iran as the chairman of plates of each automobile,
the Organization of the |s- and can further charge RIs
lamic Conference is con- [ 7,000 for smog inspection of
cerned about the recent |  each automobile, above and
carnage of Muslims in |  peyond the cost of the ren-
Kosovo and is for im- dered services.

Ings. : alows the law enforcement

He further said that | gepartment to receive the
those who are responsible | - ot of eye examinations
for such a heinous crime mandatory ~ before  issuing
should be brought to jus- driver's licenses to ap-
tice. ;

. plicants. The charge for the
At least 45 in-| oo exams are to be de
dividuals, apparently Ci- | tarmined according to the

vilians, in Kosovo were | g jidelines issued by the
massacred in the past E|ea|thMinistry. y

days. Their bodies -- some The note in the budget

mutilated -- were found at bill also addresses the cases

Racak, near Stimlje town, where people receive three
30 kilometres (20 miles) and fieeyp/)ear exemptions

south of Pristina, by mem- from the mandator b
y military
bers of the OSCE cease- service. A fee would be as-

Ei)es.‘f\?gﬁcaio” e eI sessed for issuing such ex-
- ] emptions which would be

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Consultative Assembly
(Mégjlis) voted against a bill
that would have removed a
virtual ban on car imports
into the country, subject to
heavy customs duties.

Under Iran’s protective
laws, car imports are a-
lowed only in few cases, in-
cluding when the payment
for the vehicles is made in
hard currency obtained from
exports.

The Majlis, in its Sun-
day's open session presided
over by Ai Akbar Nateq
Nouri, continued debates on
the year 1378 (starts March
21) budget bill, and ap-
proved some notes of the hill
relating to the revenues for
law  enforcement forces,
IRNA reported.

Based on a part of note

facilitate

mutual
trade

TEHRAN - The Ira
nian head of the Iran-
Kuwait  parliamentary
friendship group said
here Sunday that positive
activities of the two
countries’ friendship
groups have had great
impact on promotion of
bilateral relations.

Iran-Kuwait parlia-
mentary friendship group
is one of the most active
parliamentary groups in
the lranian Parliament,
Mahmoud Alavi told
IRNA.

Exchange of visits
between the two coun-
tries parliament speak-
ers is aso apositive im-
pact of the great efforts
made by the friendship
group, he said expressing
hope that bilatera re-
lations will further ex-
pand in light of activities
of this group.

The Iranian officials
have always attached im-
portance to expansion of
ties with Kuwait, Alavi
said.

On bilateral trade, he
said the Islamic Republic
has set up a number of
trade exhibitions in Ku-
wait in the past few
years.

Expressing dis-
satisfaction over the vol-
ume of Tehran-Kuwait
trade, the Majlis deputy
said that there is a long
way to reach a favorable
level of bilateral trade.

The Kuwaiti govern-
ment has recently taken
positive measures which
will leave great impact
on improvement of mu-
tua trade relations, Alavi
said adding that customs
facilities for Iranian pas-
sengers are among
those measures.

He expressed hope
that the two countries ec-
onomic relations will ex-
pand through facilitating
visa regulations for Ira
nian businessmen.

TEHRAN- Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohajerani

said here Sunday that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran

Broadcasting (IRIB) should
offer an apology to President
Mohammad Khatami and the
people.

“Those who are trying to
attribute the recent killings

| nvestigating committee:

Recent killings not
Institutionalized

TEHRAN - The committee investigating the recent mys-
terious killings in Tehran in a statement issued Sunday an-

nounced
stitutional .

that the recent killings were not in any way in-

A copy of the statement obtained by IRNA said the de-
cisions made by those who planned and carried out the re-

cent killings were not in

the form of bands. Close in-

vestigations reveal that none of the politica groups or
factionswerein any way involved in this, said the statement.
Regretting that certain sections of the media was dis-
seminating wrong information about individuals with various
responsibilities, the committee pointed out, “unfortunately,
the announcement of the names of some top Information
Ministry officials as possible suspectsis devoid of any truth.”
“Those sections of the press who slandered the officials
are liable to prosecution under the law,” the statement warned.
Once again the communique asked the public to maintain
peace and calm and refrain from any form of instigation that

would cause public commotion.

The committee believes that in order to obtain precise and
reliable results from the investigations which will materialize
the wishes of the paramount Leader of the Islamic Revolution
and Ayatollah Ali Khamenel and that of the President of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Mohammad Khatami, the at-
mosphere needs to be tranquil free from any form of tension
in order not to undermine the ongoing investigation.

According to the first communique issued on Jan. 12, the
committee announced that “ten people have either been ar-
rested or are under cross examination in connection with the
recent mysterious spate of killings.”

Teams declare readiness
to participate in Tehran
volleyball tournament

TEHRAN - 15 teams
have so far declared readi-
ness to participate in the
Asian men’s 10th volleyball
championships to be held in
Tehran in September.

Besides host country
Iran, China, Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan, Austrdia,
India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Indonesia, Bah-
rain, Qatar, Kuwait, and Ka-
zakhstan are definite entries
into the tournament, IRNA
reported.

The teams ranking first
through seventh in the pre-
vious tournament and the
host country are divided into
four groups, and eight other
teams would be selected for
each group through random

drawing.

Based on the said for-
mula, Qatar which ranked
eighth in the previous tour-
nament would join Iran in
group one.

China, the reigning
champion, would be joined
by Pakistan which finished
seventh in the last tour-
namnet.

Japan and South Korea,
ranking second and fifth in
the last tournament res-
epectively, will be in group
three.

Third place finisher in
the last tournament Australia
would be joined in group
four by Taiwan which fin-
ished fourth before.

to the so-called right or left
factions are in the wrong
path,” said Mohajerani in his
weekly meeting with the re-
porters, IRNA reported.

“Based on article 175 of
the Congtitution of the Is
lamic Republic of Iran, the
IRIB should comply with the
article providing freedom of
expression and observe na-
tional interests simultane-
ously and abstain from en-
tering into factional
propaganda,” said the min-
ister.

“The press, however, has
the constitutional right to
disseminate  factiona is
sues,” Mohajerani said

Referring to the recent
ulteriorly motivated IRIB
program “Cheragh”, the min-
ister said, “the head of the Is-
lamic Revolution's Docu-
ments Center, Ruhollah
Husseinian had slandered the
so-called left faction and
specifically the president of
the Islamic Republic of Iran

and the people regarding the
recent seria killings.”

“It was decided at the
Supreme National Security
Council (SNSC) in the pres-
ence of the head of IRIB, Ali
Larijani, that no direct pro-
gram be aired concerning the
recent spate of Kkillings,”
highlighted the Islamic guid-
ance minister.

“The aring of such a
program was a clear breach
of SNSC decision fabricated
with ulterior motive,” de-
duced Mohgjerani.

“It was most appropriate
according to the protocol for
the head of IRIB to appear
in the following program and
offer an apology to the pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the people for the
danderous remarks passed
by an irresponsible person
through a program with an
ulterior motive,” said the
minister.

“In addition the ulteri-
orly motivated ared pro-
gram was designed to sab-
otage the work of specia
investigating committee
formed on the directives of
the president under the
guidelines of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei to
probe into the recent serial
killings,” Mohajerani added.

“Unfortunately, a section
of the press is trying to
present the work of the com-
mittee as factional so as to
smutch its prestige,” the
minister of the Islamic guid-
ance said.
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Hormuzgan to join

world’ s historical sites

BANDAR ABBAS, Hor-
muzgan - Two historica
monuments in the southern
Province of Hormuzgan will
soon be included in the list
of world historical sites, said
Director of the provincia
Cultural Heritage  De
partment Mohammad Qaedi.

The two monuments, the
ancient ‘Hormuz Fortress
and ‘Latidan Bridge have
been selected by UNESCO
for inclusion in the list of
world heritage due to their
unique architectural features.

The officia told IRNA
that the ancient Hormuz For-
tress had been a place for

struggle against colonialist
aliens, adding that old canon
balls can till be found there.

Qaedi said that Hormuz
Fortress was built by the
Portuguese  colonidists in
the late 16th century on Hor-
muz island.

He added that the Lat-
idan Bridge which was built
during the Safavid era along
the Bandar Abbas-Lar route,
has 270 mouths.

He said that so far 21
historical monuments and
sites have been registered in
Hormuzgan and 26 more
will be registered gradually.

UNSC reaffirms sovereignty
of Kuwait, lraq

TEHRAN- U.N. Security Council has reaffirmed the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity and independence of Kuwait and
Iragq and their borders as stipulated in several council resolu-
tions, United Nations Information Center in Tehran said in a

press release.

According to Security Council President Ambassador Cel-
so Amorim of Brazil the council’s members were responding
to aletter of January 14, from the charge d affairs of the per-
manent mission of Kuwait to the United Nations.

The letter concerned the statement appearing in an article
attributed to the Iragi deputy prime minister regarding Iraq’'s

recognition of Kuwait.

As for the future of the United Nations Special Commis-
sion (UNSCOM) the statement quoted Ambassador Amorim
as saying that there wasa  discussion on a various proposal.
There were areas of concern that many countries shared such

as devising a long-term ongoing

monitoring and ver-

ification system that could work.

Green Front objectsto pollution
of Persian Gulf ecosystem

TEHRAN- Iran’s Green Front in a statement issued
on Sunday warned that presence of foreign navy fleets
in the Persian  Gulf poses serious threat to the region’s
ecosystem. The statement said the pollution caused by
heat and sound asloud as over several thousand decibels,
as well as navy wastes and more than 100 maneuver op-
erations have polluted the ecosystem of the 25-meter
deep half-locked sea, IRNA reported.Warning against
continuation of such a hazardous situation in the low
depth sea, which serves as home to coras, the Green
Front protested that the Persian Gulf’s ecosystem is jeop-
ardized by presence of foreign navigation. Since the Per-
sian Gulf belongs to all people on earth, therefore the
world environment movement is advised to put an end to
the  ongoing catastrophic situation, it added. The front
called for unconditional exit of all the atomic navies and
submarines which pollute Persian Gulf ecosystem.
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Tajik president felicitates

Iranian counterpart

deposited in a specific ac-
count in the treasury relating
to military service laws.

The said note in the bud-
get bill aso allows assessing
fees for various services re-
lating to exempting people
from military service.

The services include is-
suing and replacing exemp-
tion cards.

The law enforcement is
further allowed to collect a
fee ranging from Rls 25,000
to Rls 100,000 for permits
issued for crossing Iranian
orders with  neighboring
countries.

The note aso stipulates
special privileges for seg-
ment of the law enforce-
ment forces residing in the
border areas. Specificaly,
the forces would receive a
50 percent break on the rents
for the houses issued to
them by the force.

Another part of note
eight of the budget bill ex-
tends exemption from mil-
itary service to people re-
celving military training as
part of the Basij (volunteer
forces), effiliated to the Is-
lamic Revolution’s Guards
Corps.

However, a fee amount-
ing to the saved costs for ex-
emptions would be assessed
by the government which
would be deposited in the ac-
count specifically marked
for military service laws.

The Majlis aso dis
cussed note 10 of the 1378
budget bill. Part of the said
note, approved by Majlis, ex-
empts equipment imported
for hospitals performing
various organ transplants

TEHRAN - Tajik President Imomali Rahmonov in a message cabled on
Sunday congratulated President Mohammad Khatami on the eve of ‘Eid-ul-
Fitr' marking end of the auspicious fasting month of Ramadhan.

Rahmonov in his message wished prosperity and success for President
Khatami and well-being for the Iranian people, IRNA reported from Du-

He maintained that recent agreements reached between him and Pres-
ident Khatami in Tehran would benefit both nations and serve to further pro-
mote bilateral relations.

MPs vote against bill
on car Import

from ahost of taxes.

The exemption aso ap-
plies to facilities and equip-
ment needed by the war dis-
abled and those under the
coverage of the Welfare Or-
ganization.

Another part of the note
10 addresses government's
debt to the Socia Security
Organization, and methods
of repayment of the debt by
the government.

The debts would be clar-
ified by a committee to in-
clude representatives from
the Ministry of Economy,
the Plan and Budget Or-
ganization, Employment and
Administrative Affairs Or-
ganization as well as two
members of Majlis com-
mittees for plan and budget
and administrative affairs.

The note stipulates that
the government would nego-
tiate an agreement with the
Social Security Organization
for repayment of 30 percent
of its debts in the year 1378.

The government is al-
lowed to cede some of its as-
setsand propertiesincluding
the stocks of nationalized in-
stitutions, firms and factories
instead of its debts.

Note 10 of the budget
bill also alows the Health
Ministry to collect fees for
issuing licenses for imports
or production of medicine,
foodstuff and medical equip-
ment.

The ministry is aso d-
lowed to charge for issuing
or renewing licenses for
medical offices and outfits
offering technical services
relating to various medica
fields.

Azerbaijan deniesincrease
In customs duties on
|ranian goods

TEHRAN - An Azeri customs official in Baku Sat-
urday refuted that his country’s customs duties on Ira-
nian exported goods had incresed.

Director General of the Azeri Customs Office in
charge of financial affairs Fazel Mohammadov told
IRNA in Baku that no measures have been taken to re-
strict the activities of Iranian tradesmen in the Azeri Cus-

toms Office.
The Azeri

customs regulations have not been

changed since 1997, he said adding that the approved
laws are effective for al countries similarly.

However, he said, according to multilateral agree-
ments with members of the Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS), thetax on  value added is not re-
ceived from tradesemen of those countries.

In this regard, Mohammadov added, transit duties are
not received from Iranian lorries.

Transit duties for lorries using Azeri roads are some
Dlrs 180 for each lorry, he said adding that based on an
agreement signed by Tehran and Baku, the transit duties
are not paid by the Iranian lorries.

He said that Iran’s share in Azerbaijan’s imports is
3.8 percent and its export share stands at 8.3 percent.

There are five customs points between Iran and Azer-
baijan, the Azeri official said adding that Astara, Bil-e
Savar and Jolfa are currently active while Imeshli and
Khodafarin border points are temporarily closed.

Works of renowned
French photographer
on display in Sari

SARI, Mazandaran - Se-
lected works of French pho-
tographer  Henri  Cartier
Bresson are currently on dis-
play at the Artsand Culture
Complex of Sari, in the Cas-
pian Province of Ma-
zandaran.

The works of the re-
nowned photographer who is
also the founder of Mag-
num Photo Agency this time
include 50 black and white
pieces, IRNA reported.

Bresson was born in
France in 1908 and started
his photographic career in

1930.
To date, many exhibi-
tions of Bresson's works
have been organized in dif-
ferent parts of the world.

The photographer be-
lieves that the lens in camera
is a window which widens
the scope of vision.

Bresson aso believes
that pictures speak with peo-
ple with their own words to
say and their own secrets to
hide.

The exhibition Wwill be
open to public for aweek.
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