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Iran, Kazakhstan to discuss
promotion of bilateral ties

TEHRAN - Iran’s Vice-President for Executive Affairs Mohammad Ha-
shemi arrived in Akmola Tuesday evening at the head of a delegation to par-
ticipate in swearing-in ceremony of Kazakhstan's President Nursultan Na-
zarbayev. Kazak state secretary, ministers of foreign affairs, industry and

energy and also Iranian ambassador to K azakhstan were present at Akmola'sin- | N

ternational airport to welcome Iran’s vice-president, IRNA reported from Ak-
mola. Upon his arrival Hashemi said that in the light of the two countries’ pro-
motion of relations the high raking Iranian delegation have paid a visit to
Akmolain order to attend the oath taking ceremony of the Kazak president and

also to exchange views with the officials of Kazakhstan.

Referring to the potentialities of the two nations, he stated that the grounds
are prepared for Tehran and Akmola to further expand their bilateral and multi-

|ateral relations.

| lamic Consultative
Assembly sets gasoline

pricefor

TEHRAN - The Islamic

Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) in the continuation
of its deliberations over the
next year budget bill, Tues-
day approved the price of
gasoline at RIs 350 per liter.

The government had pro-
posed RIs 750 per liter for
gasoline which was rejected
by the Majlis.

The related note in the
budget bill which was ap-
proved by the Majlis said
that in support of socia jus-
tice, conservation of national
resources as well as fuel en-
ergy and prevention of the
destruction of environment,
price of gasoline will be set
at RIs 350, kerosene and
diesel at Rls 100 and fuel oil
at RIs 50 per litre.

The Majlis approva will
become effective next Ira-
nian calendar year (stating
March 21).

Meanwhile, a report by
IRNA on Tuesday said that
price of gasoline in the coun-
tries neighboring Iran is up
to 22 times what the com-
modity is sold for in the Is-
lamic Republic, and thus
making the illegal export of

Daily reports

next year

gasoline highly profitable.

Iranian citizens receive
gasoline at RIs 200 per liter,
while the rate in Turkey is
the equivalent of Rls 4,544,
in Pakistan RIs 2,778, in the
UAE RIs 1,917 and in Turk-
menistan RIs 405.

Theillegal export of gas-
oline to the southern Persian
Gulf states is done via motor
boats, said an informed
source.

He added that the illegal
export of 5,000 liters of gas-
oline using a motor boat,
brings the trafficker some
Dlrs 1,200 in profits.

According to some es-
timates, 500,000 liters of
gasoline is illegaly ex-
ported just from one of the
Iranian southern provinces.

Major amounts of gas-
oline is hauled across Iran-
Turkey border using mules.

Touching on the gas
oline trafficking dilemma,

secretary of the In-
formation  Dissemination
Council Qadiri Abyaneh

told reporters that the gas-
oline trafficking is only
second to drug trafficking
in terms of profits.
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Foreign Ministry spokesman:

lran against setting up of suspicious
bases around its territory

TEHRAN - Spokesman
of Iranian Foreign Ministry
Hamid-Reza Assefi com-
menting about possible es-
tablishment of U.S. base in
Azerbaijan Republic, Tues
day said, “we have not yet
received an official report
on the issue. It has been
raised by a daily from athird
country.”

“We are seeking official
information about the matter.
Of course, Iran does not
agree to setting up of sus
picious bases around the
country and is against them,”
IRNA quoted him as saying

He rejected postponment
of President Mohammad
Khatami’ s visit to Paris, add-
ing that as planned, the pres-
ident will visit France in the
next Iranian calendar year,
1378 (to start on March 21,
1999).

Assefi’s remarks were in
reaction to a report ap-
pearing in Paris-based week-
ly L’Express that the visit
was due to take place in Feb-
ruary, but has been post-
poned to the second month
of the new lranian calendar
year.

Assefi said Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi is due to visit Paris this
month to discuss bilateral
and international issues with
his French counterpart.

In another development,
Azeri Ambassador to Tehran
Abbasali Hasanov Tuesday
strongly rejected a report by
a Turkish paper on establish-
ment of a U.S. base in Azer-
baijan Republic terming it as

baseless, according to press
reports here Wednesday.

The Turkish newspaper
Milliyet early this week car-
ried a report on construction
of U.S. military bases in
Azerbaijan Republic.

According to the Tehran
papers, Hasanov added that
Azeri President Heidar Aliy-
ev has said several times that
Azerbaijan will not lose its
independence and freedom

at any cost and therefore no
foreign military forces of
Russia, America, NATO or
any other country are de-
ployed in his country.

“Thisis because we have
experienced the bitter taste
of being dominated and
therefore we truly know
what complete independence
means,” sad the am-
bassador.

Kish idand joinsinter national
trade infor mation networ k

KISH - An international
trade information dis
semination center has start-
ed opeation a Kish Free
Trade Zone, head of the
public relation office of the
zone Mohammad Safavi an-
nounced.

The center has been
formed to disseminate ec-
onomic news and in-
formation in a bid to pro-
mote  commercial and
tourist activities in the re-
gion, he told IRNA. Due to
economic and tourist situa-

|CCIM chairman invited to U.S. meeting

TEHRAN - Chairman of
Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines,
Ali-Nagi Khamushi has been
invited to visit the United
States to participate in a
meeting there, a newspaper
reported Wednesday, quoted
by IRNA. However, Iran
News said, Khamushi has
not accepted the invitation
yet.
The paper said the meet-
ing is scheduled to take
place in the second week of
March and is aimed at ex-
panding  American  in-
vestment in and trade with
the newly independent Cen-
tral Asiastates.

Quoting its sources, Iran
News said foreign ministers
of Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan
and Turkmenistan will at-

tend the meeting.

These officials, the paper
said, have insisted on an Ira-
nian representative's pres-
ence in the meeting.

The most recent signal
coming out of the United
States regarding friendly
overtures to Iran took place
on January 13 when former
U.S. Secretary of State Cyr-
us Vance in his speech at the
Asian Society in New York
said American businessmen
are pressuring their govern-
ment to lift the ban on trade
with Iran. Iran News carried
the full text of Vance's
speech last week.

“In the absence of any
possibility for official con-
tacts, the invitation to Kha-
mushi is seen by anadysts
here as an American effort

aimed at establishing some
contact with Iran’s business
community,” commented
Iran News.

Analysts aso believe
that the visit to the United
States by a high-ranking Ira-
nian NGO official could help
reduce tension between Teh-
ran and Washington and
could also be a beginning for
the lifting of the U.S. ex-
traterritorial laws against the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
commented Iran News.

The Iranian newspaper
report comes amidst foreign
media reports that Iran has
placed an order to buy more
than Dlrs 500 million worth
of U.S. grain and sugar.

U.S. State Department
Spokesman James Rubin
said on Tuesday that his gov-

New step to encourage
non-oil exports

TEHRAN - The Customs Administration would refund the tariff assessed on the raw

materials used for production of export

items within 48 hours of their export, head of

the Customs Administration Mehdi Karbasian said here on Tuesday.

Speaking at the conference ‘exploring ways of increasing non-oil

exports’, Kar-

basian said that the decision is consistent with articles of the economic rehabilitation pro-
gram unveiled by the president thisyear, IRNA reported.
As the result of the new policy, Karbasian added, the Customs Administration in the

past few months has refunded RIs 1.9 billion to the exporters.
Also speaking at the conference was the head of the Export

Promotion Bank who

announced the bank’ s readiness to start branches at the customs check points to facilitate

export procedures.

It was aso announced that from now on, the goods transited through Iran would not
need licenses from the Iranian Standards I nstitute.

ernment has not yet decided
whether to approve lran's
order. Based on the U.S.
sanctions against Iran, sae
of this kind is prohibited at
the time being.

The request, submitted to
the Treasury Department on
December 14, is for two
million tons of wheat,
40,000 tons of corn, 300,000
tons of rice, 400,000 tons of
sugar and 200,000 tons of
soy meal, according to
the Washington Post.

As ameans of increasing
mutual understanding, Rubin
said, “we and the Iranians
continue to support cultural,
academic and sports ex-
changes.”

tion of the island, creation of
a trade information dis
semination center seemed vi-
tal for the region, he said.

The center has been fully
equipped with facilities such
as computers and Internet,
he said.

The center is now ren-
dering services such as cor-
respondence, provision of
proforma invoices, agency
representation, market re-
search, collecting news on
regional and internationa
trade fairs and offering
guidelines on import and ex-
port regulations and pro-
cedures, Safavi said.

The center is also active
in providing information on
tourist attractions of Iran for
foreign tourists, he con-
cluded.

In related news, Man-
aging Director of Kish Free
Trade Zone (FTZ) Com-
merciad Organization Mos-
tafa Ebrahimi said on Tues-
day that the price of tourist
cards on Kish island will be
slashed by 30 percent as of
January 21.

He added that the cards
price will be reduced from
Rls 100,000 to 70,000.

Referring to the imports
of goods to Kish island, Eb-
rahimi stated that commod-
ities valued at Dlrs 85 mil-
lion have been imported to
Kish since March, 21 1998,
adding, “the amount is 10

Khawrazmi international
festival dated for next year

TEHRAN - The 12th
Khawrazmi international fes-
tival will be held in the first
half of the next Iranian cal-
endar year (beginning March
21, 1999).

The festival, sponsored
by the academic and in-
dustrial research organiza
tion of Iran, is to be or-
ganized in the three
categories of university grad-
uates, free volunteers and
school students, secretary of
the festival Mohammad-
Reza Sadri said.

Research works of uni-
versity graduates and stu-
dents as well as inventions
and innovations of volunteer

Agricultural sector to make big progressin five years

TEHRAN - Managing
Director of Agricultura
Bank Jalal Rasoulov said
that during the next five
years approximately  Dlrs
five billion will be invested
in the agricultural sector
which will revolutionize that
branch.

He told Iran News,
“thanks to the economic re-
covery plan, the budget hill
for 1378 (March 21, 1999-
march 20, 2000) has pro-
visions for attracting foreign
capital.”

One note in the budget
permits  agricultura, in-
dustrial and mining banks to
use DIrs 500 million in for-
eign credit on buy-back
basis to be spent on the pur-
chase of agricultural machin-
ery and launch development
projects and conversion in-
dustries, he added.

Another note in the bud-
get has alowed the bank to
procure Dlrs 400 million in
foreign credits through fi-
nancing and other methods
which makes a total of DIrs
900 million of foreign cap-
ital, Rasoulov said.

“These notes prescribe
ample protection to encour-
age foreign investorsin Iran,
including in the agricultural
branch which is the most
privileged part of our econ-
omy. Iranian expatriates can
join in the nation’s economic

development process assured
of such protection,” he said
adding that so far several
foreign investors from Eu-
rope and the Persian Gulf
states have announced their
readinessto invest in lran.

“Should the Dlrs five bil-
lion foreign capital be ab-
sorbed in the next five years,
we will be able to export
Dlrs five billion of our ag-
ricultural produce during the
Fourth Development Plan
commencing in 2004, he
added.

Turning to the per-
formance of Agricultura
Bank, Rasoulov said during
the past decade the bank has
set aside RIs 6.3 trillion in

credits for payment to peo-
ple, of which Rls 4.57 tril-
lion, or 71 percent, has been
paid.

He added that during the
1997-98 agricultural  year
more than 1.9 million hec-
tares of agriculturd farm-
lands have been insured by
the bank, and deposits have
increased to RIs 1.1 trillion.

The Agricultura Bank
possess 1,600 branches
throughout the country and
will shortly open branchesin
Europe, Middle East and the
Central Asian states, Iran
News quoted Rasoulov as

saying.
“By energizing and ex-
panding its international

branch, the Agricultura
Bank has succeeded in re-
celving DlIrs 10 million in
credit from the Islamic De-
velopment Bank (IDB), of
which DIrs five million has
been used on severa pro-
jects” he said adding that
IDB has given full author-
ization to the Agricultura
Bank to examine applica
tions for credits. This has re-
duced the time for receipt of
loans by a minimum of one
year, he added.

He concluded that the
Agricultura Bank aso in-
vites domestic and foreign
banks to benefit from this
line of credit.

Tehran to host environmental film festival

TEHRAN - The first in-
ternational film festival fo-
cusing on environment will
be held in Tehran and in
five other cities from Feb-
ruary 28 to March 5, dep-
uty head of education de-
partment of the
Environmental  Protection
Organization (EPO) Y ousef
Hojjat said here on Tues-
day.

Hojjat told IRNA that
more than 280 films, in-
cluding 40 from foreign
countries, have been sent to
the secretariat of the fes-
tival. Films from China,

France, Greece, Japan, the
Netherlands, Sweden,
Russia, Kyrgyzstan, Swit-
zerland, Britain and the
U.S. are to be screened at
the festival, which is to be
held in Tehran, Mashhad
(Khorasan Province), Is-
fahan, Shiraz (Fars Prov-
ince), Tabriz (East Azar-
baijan) and Rasht (Gilan
Province).

Hojjat said the festival
aims to attract the youth’s
contribution to the pro-
tection of environment and
raise public awareness on
the environmental issues

and the necessity to protect
the environment.

The festival is or-
ganized by the Environ-
mental Protection Or-
ganization with cooperation
of the ministries of culture
and Islamic guidance, cul-
ture and higher education,
industries and agriculture,
the Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) as
well as the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) and the United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).

youths holding high school
graduation certificates will
be accepted as entries to the
festival.

School students will be
represented to the festival for
the first time next year, Sadri
said. He further added that
selected works by various
committees will be an-
nounced on February 3 by
the jury after final examina-
tions. Sadri said that the for-
eign section of the festival
has so far received 17 pro-
jects from 10 countries in the
electricity and computer sec-
tions out of which three have
been selected.

percent lower than that of
corresponding period last
year.”

Ebrahimi said, “current-
ly, the country needs to im-
port DIrs two billion worth
of goods from abroad, with
the share of the FTZs being
estimated at Dlrs 350 mil-
lion.”

He pointed out that the
majority of goods are either
illegally imported or through
border trades, he said.

On prices of products in
Kish he added, “given that
the goods are imported from
the manufacturing origin,
most of the prices in Kish is
25 to 30 percent and in some
cases 50 percent lower than
the retail prices of similar
products in Dubai.”

Rezaei:

Tehran, Moscow call for
expansion of trade relations

TEHRAN - Russian Commerce Minister Georgi Gabuniya voiced his

country’ s interests to further promote ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Making the remark in a meeting with Iran’s Ambassador to Moscow
Mehdi Safari, he said that Russia attaches great importance to cooperation
with Iran. Expressing dissatisfaction over the low volume of trade exchanges
between the two countries, the two officials called for promotion of bilateral
commercia relations, IRNA reported from Moscow.

The Iranian ambassador said that Iran has the potential to supply Russia
with most of its needed foodstuff, which it currently imports from some
Western European countries at high prices.

Safari further called for removal of the existing obstacles in the way of
expansion of Tehran-Moscow trade ties.

| ran-made construction
materials finding way to
International markets

TEHRAN - Director of the ‘Construction Material
and Facilities Company’ affiliated to the National In-
dustries Organization Shaban Ali Baradaran said here
Tuesday that the company exported over Dirs five mil-
lion worth of construction material and facilities during
the first half of the year (started March 21).

He aso added that the figure showed a 178 percent
increase compared to the corresponding period last year,

IRNA reported.

Referring to Iran’s comparative advantage of cheap
labor compared to Western countries, Baradaran stated,
“Iranian-made products have more reasonable prices and
can compete on international markets in the near future.”

Pointing to the high quality of Iran’stiles and ceram-
ics as compared to Italian ones, Baradaran added, “Ira-
nian tiles with lower prices can find a good niche on the

international market.”

He noted, “recently, the volume of trade between
Iran and Saudi Arabia has increased with the latter be-
coming one of major importers of our company’s prod-

ucts.”

Baradaran also said that with the boost in export of
construction material and facilities to Europe, Africa,
Central Asian countries and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), larger markets will be within our reach in the

near future.

Cadlling for holding of international trade exhibitions
and participation in foreign trade fairs as signs of self-
sufficiency in the industry, Baradaran said, “athough
Tehran International Trade Fair has become a place for
displaying luxury items, it isone of the important places
for transfer of new technology and promotion of com-
petition between domestic and foreign products.”

He aso stressed that the organizations concerned
should protect the domestic markets against excessive
imports of foreign goodsand prevent further damage to

the domestic industries.

Baradaran cautioned that due to lack of viable plans,
some of the Iranian industries are unable to compete
with their foreign counterparts and unless the plans are
revised, the industries are in danger of being wiped-

out.”

Economic, cultural reforms
vital for country

TEHRAN - Secretary of
the Expediency Council Moh-
sen Rezadl said that economic
and culturd sectors of the
country need to undergo trans-
formation.

Addressing a gathering in
Zabzevar in Khorasan prov-
ince northeast Iran, Rezagl
said by taking into account the
priorities of the Idamic Rev-
olution, bringing about polit-
icl and culturd reforms
seemed vital for the country,

IRNA reported.

During the eight years of
sacred defense, the govern-
ment would not have man-
aged the war had it not re-
ceived support from the
Iranian people, he said.

Under the current circum-
stances, bringing about chang-
es in politicadl and cultural
sectors of the country requires
massive turn-  out of people,
he said, adding that the great
nation of Iran has the power

to cause such changes, he
said.

“Our government is now
doing its utmost to improve
the country’ s situation but this
is not sufficient and the nation
should assist the government
inthisregard,” Rezaei said.

He adso cdled on the
youth and the dlites to present
their  various projects and
plans to ensure the successful
improvement of the country’s
cultural and political affairs.

UNESCO sponsors international challenge
to fight child abuse on Internet

TEHRAN - The Paris-
based United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization
(UNESCO) has sponsored
an international challenge to
fight the spread of pedophile
ringson the Internet.

UNESCO Director Gen-
eral Federico Mayor said in
the opening address of inter-
national meeting of experts
that the Internet has been a
major factor of development
for the sexua abuse of chil-
dren and child pornography.

| slamic Human Rights Commission
demands U.N. action in Kosovo

TEHRAN - The Islamic Human Rights Commission has
written aletter to U.N. high commissioner for human rights,
demanding the punishment of the perpetrators of the recent
crimes in Kosovo.

Protesting the continuing massacre of Muslims in the
Balkan region, the commission has called on the human
rights commissioner to dispatch a team to Kosovo in order

to prepare a report on the killing of 45 Albanian-descent
Muslims. “If effective measures had been taken in reaction
to the crimes against Muslims in Bosnia-Herzegovina, war
criminals would have never dared to carry out the recent

crimes,” the letter read.

Highlighting the plight of the Muslim victims of human
rights violations in the region, the commission expressed
dismay that “the international mechanisms to support human
rights have so far been ineffective in preventing the crimes
or in healing the wounds of the victims of the human rights

violations.”

Iranian Quran reciters shinein
South Africa

TEHRAN - Recent per-
formances by two Iranian re-
citers of the Holy Quran have
been received enthusiasticaly
by the audiences in mosques
in Johannesburg, Cape Town
and Port Elizabeth.

Iranian reciters Hassan
Reza eian and Morteza Rah-
nama were prize winners in
two separate recitation con-
tests in Cape Town, leaving
behind reciters from South
Africa and Egypt, IRNA re-
proted from Cape Town.

Idamic radio stations in

Cape Town and Jo-
hannesburg as well as the
country’s network TV aired
several taped performances
by the Iranian reciters.

A program featuring a
performance by the Iranian
reciters was aso ared live
by Cape Town'sradio station
‘786'.

Several prayer leaders of
South  African  mosques
asked Iran to send groups to
South Africa in order to hold
educational sessions on Is
lamic sciences.
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Stressing  the globa
scope of the problem and the
fact that the Internet is not
restricted by nationa bor-
ders, Mayor cdled for
transnational measures,
IRNA reported from Paris.

He said a series of pos-
sible measures - legiglation,
law enforcement and es
pecialy prevention, and in-
sisted that all kinds of child
abuse have common factors,
exclusion, socia injustice,
poverty and a lack of respect
and protection for the child's
rights. Mayor insisted that
looking for a solution to all
these  problems required
searching for a different cul-
ture than present culture of
imposition, force and the su-
perfluous for a culture of
peace based on respect for
human rights, democracy,
development and on re
sponsible  personal  be-
haviors.

He urged political meas-

ures to be reflected in bud-
getary decision to tackle this
issue saying that charity and
humanitarian measures alone
will not solve the problems
concerning children and the
future of society.

The meeting in Paris
brings together some 300
participants from about 40
countries representing na-
tional and international non-
governmental organizations,
intergovernmental organiza-
tions, representatives of the
United Nations specialized
agencies, national in-
stitutions, specialists, not-
ably judges and lega ex-
perts.

Mayor further said the
UNESCO’'s mandate is to
promote the free flow of in-
formation.

“The digital revolution
must become a triumph of
human integrity and solidar-
ity, not simply atriumph of a
technology,” he said.

Hamedan exports
hand-woven carpets

HAMEDAN - Some 1,222 pieces of hand woven carpets
valued at RIs 792 million have been exported abroad from
Hamedan Province this current Iranian year (started March 21,

1998), the Director

of the provincia Hand-Woven Carpets

Cooperatives Jalal Navabi said on Tuesday.

The carpets which were shipped to Germany, Dubai, Greece
and Canada registered a one percent decline compared to the
carpets exported in the corresponding period last year, he told

IRNA.

The cooperative has adopted new policies as eliminating of
sharp colors, using natural dyes and using motifs appealing to
end-usersin abid to increase its sales of carpets, he said.
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