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Iran, Canada explore grounds
for broader cooperation

TEHRAN - A Member of Parliament’ s foreign relations committee Mohammad
Hosseini met Canadian Ambassador to Iran Michel de Salaberry here Thursday. Re-
ferring to the shared poalitical, economic and culturd traditions of the two countries,

Hosseini stressed the expansion of bilateral diplomatic and parliamentary contacts, | N

IRNA reported. He added that strengthening of bilateral commercial trade depends
on the political and economic contacts between the officials of the two countries.
Hosseini further said that in line with Iran’s foreign policy, which is based on pre-
serving the national interest and mutual respect, the Majlisis ready to expand itsties
with the parliaments of other countries. He also called for increase in bilateral coop-
eration in trade, transfer of food industry technology from Canada to Iran, in par-
ticular. Expressing satisfaction with the proposals presented, the Canadian am-
bassador also called for expansion of bilateral ties, exchange of official visits and

closer link between the chambers of commerce of the two countries.
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|ran exemplary state in campaign
against chemical weapons

TEHRAN - Director
General of the Hague-based
Organization for Prohibition
of  Chemica  Weapons
(OPCW) Jose M. Boustani
said in Tehran on Saturday
Iran is an exemplary state in
the campaign against chem-
ical weapons.

In a meeting with For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi, Boustani said the Is
lamic Republic of Iran as a
main victim of chemica
weapons has undertaken an
eminent role in making the

world public opinion aware
of the threats of chemical
weapons, IRNA reported.

He hoped that Iran's
campaign in this respect
would serve the goals of
the OPCW.

Boustani briefed Khar-
razi on the current efforts of
the  Organization for Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weap-
ons and said the information
provided by Iran on chem-
ical weapons (used by Irag
in the course of the Iragi-
imposed war) was welcomed

UK advisesIranto clam
compensation from U.S.
for stray missile

TEHRAN - Iran is seeking compensation from the
UK for a missile that landed on its territory during last
month’s joint air strikes against Irag, the British govern-

ment has revealed.

But Foreign Office Minister Derek Fatchett suggested
Thursday that Britain should not accept any responsibility
for the damage even though it participated in the raids
with the U.S., IRNA reported from London.

In awritten reply to parliament, he confirmed that the

UK had “received a request for compensation from the
government of the IsSlamic Republic of Iran in respect of a
stray missile that landed in or near the town of Khor-
ramshahr.”

But the minister told MPs that “no missiles were fired
by UK forcesin the course of operation Desert Storm.”

Instead he suggested that “questions relating to the
circumstances of individual missile attacks and any sub-
sequent claims for compensation are therefore a question
for the U.S. authorities.”

When originally questioned by IRNA after the missile
damaged houses in Khorramshahr on December 16, the
British Foreign Office refused to comment on the in-
cident, saying it was an “operational matter” handled by
the Defense Ministry.

by the third conference of
the OPCW member states
held recently in the Hague.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran is a OPCW member
State.

He said the OPCW has
conducted over 400 in-
spections in the member
states mainly in the U.S,,
Western Europe and Russia
to monitor elimination of
chemical weapons.

Kharrazi expressed con-
cern  over existence of
chemical weapons in  the
Middle East especialy in
the occupied Palestine.

He emphasized the need
for universal application of
the  Convention on Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weap-
ons and indiscriminate ob-
servance of the convention.

Kharrazi said the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran follows

transparent policy in coop-
erating with the OPCW to
completely eliminate the
chemical weapons.

In a separate meeting
here Saturday, Boustani told
Iran’s Industries Minister
Gholamreza Shafei  that en-
voys of the organization had
undertaken almost 400 in-
spections in 30 countries
consistent with OPCW cri-
teria

He said OPCW would
do its best so that the or-
ganization and its member
states would better coop-
erate with Iran.

The industries minister
of Iran also requested that
an international conference
be arranged for exploring
the ways and means for

cooperation of Iran with
OPCW and industrialized
nations.

Spain calls for expansion of

tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Spanish Foreign Minister, Abel Matutes Juan has
voiced his country’ sinterests to further promote ties with Iran.

Making the remark in a meeting with Iran’s new Ambassador to Madrid
Hassan Shafti, he said that his government attaches great importance to its
tieswith the Islamic Republic, IRNA reported from Madrid.

Praising policies of President Mohammad Khatami’s administration, he
stressed that there are great potential for expansion of Tehran-Madrid re-
lations in all fields. The Iranian ambassador said on his part that Tehran is
ready to strengthen ties with Madrid in areas of trade and industries in par-
ticular. During the meeting, exchange of visits between the two countries” of-
ficials were also stressed. Matutes is due to pay an official visit to Iran at the
invitation of his Iranian counterpart Kamal Kharrazi.

commission to meet this year

TEHRAN - The tenth
Iran-China joint economic
commission will meet on the
early days of the second half
of current Christian year in
Beijing, an Iranian embassy
official said Saturday.

According to Mahmoud
Maleki who is in charge of
the economic affairs of the
Iranian embassy, the meeting
will help boost and con-
solidate economic  coop-
eration between the two
countries, IRNA reported.

The joint commission is
headed by Iran's Vice
President for Executive Af-
fairs Mohammad Hashemi
and Chinese Deputy Prime
Minister Li Langing.

Pointing to the growing
trend of Tehran-Beijing ec-
onomic cooperation in recent
years, he said the value of
trade exchanges between the
two countries amounted to
over DIrs 1.36 hillion in
1997 while the figure is es-

Parliament approves ceiling
of budget revenues

TEHRAN - The Isamic
Consultative Assembly (Maj-
lis) on Saturday approved the
public sector revenues for the
fisca year 1378 (March 21,
1999-March 20, 2000) at the

level of Ris
109,699,538,793,000.
The figure may not be ad-

justed for any reason later on
and will not be affected by
any additional public sector
expenditures for the fiscal
year 1378. The ceiling for re-
volving funds of the treasury
for that year has been ap-
proved a Rls four thousand
billion. The meeting of the
Majlis was presided over by

lranian medical firms
to enter Saudi market

TEHRAN- Iranian med-

during the Iranian trade fair

ical firms have started pro-
cedures to register their prod-
ucts in Saudi Arabia in order
to enter the huge 1.6 hillion
dollar medicine market in Sau-
di Arabia.

A recent report in Saudi
newspaper “Al-Sharq  a-
Awsat” said Iranian medica
exporting firms which repre-
sent five mgjor pharmaceutical
factories have expressed their
desire to enter the Saudi mar-
ket and to appoint agents in
Saudi Arabia, IRNA reported
from Athens.

Ahmad a-Magjani, arepre-
sentative of the “medical ex-
ports” company, told the Arab
daily that one Saudi firm is
currently negotiating to reg-
ister the Iranian medicine and
to market them in Saudi Ara-
bia

However, the Iranian phar-
maceutical factories are inter-
ested in gppointing severa
agents - about four or five - in
Saudi Arabia and aso to create
aregiond center.

The report pointed out that
about six pharmaceuticad firms
made a strong presentation

held in Riyadh last November
displaying their medicine and
medica equipment.

Dr. Ali Moulavi, a repre-
sentative of the “lranian Ser-
um Firm” said there were 55
pharmaceutical factories in
Iran which cover nearly 95
percent of the medical needs
of the Idamic Republic, and
the remainder is imported
through the Iranian Health
Ministry.

Moulavi said that Iranian
companies  produce 1100
kinds of medicine including
injections, pills, syrups and
their production reaches to
250 million units yearly that
include 3 hillion pills.

Dr. Moulavi stressed that
Iranian firms are capable of re-
sponding to the needs of the
markets in Saudi Arabia and
other Persan Gulf states if
they were given a chance to
export.

Saudi Arabiais considered
the biggest consumer of med-
icine among the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council states
which consume about 5 tons
of medicine annually.

Austriavoices
readiness to cooperate
with lran in various fields

TEHRAN - The lIranian
ambassador to Austria Ib-
rahim Rahim-Pour discussed
with Austrian Agricultura
Minister William Lopments
in the fields of agriculture, fo-
restry and watershed

Stressing the positive po-
litical trends between the two
countries, the Iranian am-
bassador added, “given Iran's
macro-economic policies,
long-term agricultural and fo-
restry programs and also its
ecology, the grounds are pos-
itive for the expansion of bi-
lateral ties.”

He stated that contents of
the memorandum of under-

standing signed in the fourth
joint lran-Austria economic
commission, postulates ex-
pansion of scientific coop-
eration in the fields of ag-
ricultural, watershed,
production of pressurized ir-
rigation systems, soil pro-
tection, forestry, wood in-
dustries and pastures, adding,
“Iran is prepared for imple-
mentation of the agreement.”

Briefing the Iranian am-
bassador on the capabilities of
Austrian companies, Multrer
also expressed Austria' s read-
iness for cooperation with
Iranin variousfields.

Iran, a nominee for hosting world

junior volleyball championship

TEHRAN - Iran's Volleyball Federation has announced
Iran’s nomination to host the world junior volleyball champion-
ship in 2001, head of the federation Mohammad Reza Yaz-
dani-Khorram announced on Saturday Speaking to IRNA, he
said that the Iranian federation cabled a message to the Inter-

national Volleyball Federation on Thursday,

declaring Iran’s

nomination to host the international tournament. Following

Iran’s successful holding of world teenager volleyball

cham-

pionship in Tehran in 1997, it is predicted that the officials of
the International Volleyball Federation would give positive re-

sponse to Iran’srequest.

The paper noted that Sau-
di-lranian trade exchanges wit-
nessed a marked development
in recent years, jumping from
815 million Saudi riyalsin the
year 1995 to nearly 1.1 billion
Saudi riyalsin 1996.

Currently there are 12
joint Saudi-Iranian projects in
Saudi Arabia worth about 1.2
billion riyas (DIrs 273.3).

Iranian-Saudi  economic
ties saw strong activity last
year with the holding of the
first Iranian trade fair in Ri-
yadh with the participation of
170 Iranian firms that resulted
in signing of agreements and
letters of understanding by 25
Iranian firms with Saudi com-
panies.

First Vice-Speaker of the
Majlis Dr. Hassan Rowhani.

The Majlis continued its
debate Saturday on the bud-
get bill for the next Iranian
year 1378 (starts March 21),
focusing gpecificaly on
those parts relevant to the
government's  revenues for
the next year.

According to the note 58
of the budget bill the sellers
should pay, as sde tax, Rls
75 for every kg of localy
made stedl, RIs 250 for eve-
ry kg of imported stedl, Rls
157 for every kg of cathodic
copper and RIs 530 for every
kg of copper and twisted
wire.Another note of the hill
aso cdls on the car man-
ufacturing companies to pay
10 percent of the price of
every vehicle they sdl  as
indirect taxes. Minibuses,
trucks, pick up vans and tax-
is are exempted from the
rule.

Furthermore, the gov-
ernment should be paid 1.5
million riad for every new
mobile phone subscription,
RIs 70 for every imported
cigarette, Rls 70 for every
300 milliliters bottle of lo-
caly made soft drink asin-
direct taxes. Exports of the
sad items are exempted
from any taxes.

Some RIs 10 out of the
RIs 70 indirect tax levied on
every imported cigarette
will be submitted to the anti-
narcotic campaign head-
quarters in order to activate
state organizations active in
prevention of addiction.

Furthermore, per an-
other note of the bill the
Ministry of Post, Telegraph
and Telephone is required to
disconnect, within  one
month, 95 percent of mo-
bile phones belonging to
government  organizations
and sell them to people.

timated to have reached Dlrs
1.1min 1998.

Maleki said Chinais par-
ticipating in 19 macro-
economic projects in lran,
citing Tehran subway, build-
ing of five cement factories,
a hydraulic and a thermo-
electric power plants, afloat-
ing glass production line, a

Minister:

zinc melting mill in Bafqg, a
project in Bandar Abbas, a
copper mill in Khatoonabad
and several others as ex-
amples.

According to the official,
China has provided Iran with
acredit line of over Dlrs
1.4b which is the biggest fig-
ure provided by a foreign

country.

Saying that China pur-
chased nearly 110,000 bar-
rels per day of oil from Iran
last year, he noted that com-
mon views and stands on in-
ternational issues by the two
countries gave China an im-
portant position in Iranian
foreign policy.

|ran signs agreement to purchase whesat

TEHRAN - Commerce
Minister Mohammad Shar-

iatmadari  announced Sat-

urday that agreementsto pur-
chase 1.89 million tons of
wheat, 130,000 tons of cook-
ing oil, 268,000 tons of rice,
84,000 tons of white sugar
and 200,000 tons of raw sug-
ar have been signed.

Taking to reporters,
Shariatmadari added that 50
percent of the country’s es-
sential goods for the year
1378 (starts March, 21) has
been either bought or letters
of credit opened for ther
purchase, IRNA reported.

He also said that there
will be no changesin the dis-
tribution of essential goods
through coupons in the Sec-
ond Five Year Development
Plan (1995-1999).

He further stated “the de-
cline in the price of oil on
international markets will re-
sult in a foreign exchange
shortage of about DIrs 6.1
billion next year as com-
pared to this year.”

The commerce minister
also caled on the public to
refrain from excessive con-
sumption.

He added that currently,
per capita consumption of
cooking oil is 15 kg, sugar
28 kg and wheat over 150
kg, cautioning that the fig-
ures in other countries are
much lower.

Shariatmadari remarked
that currently, only 50,000
tons of  cooking oil out of
total annual consumption of

900,000 tons are produced
domestically, adding, “the
price of cooking oil has in-
creased from DlIrs 450 per
ton last year to DIrs 700 in
the current year.”

Referring to the non-oil
exports he said, “over nine
million tons of goods valued
a Rls 2.4 billion were ex-
ported in the first 10 months
of this year, showing a 35
percent increase in terms of
weight an a 10 percent de-
cline in terms of value com-
pared to the corresponding

Mohajerani:

period in the previous year.”

The average per ton
price of exported non-ail
goods was Dlrs 387  last
year, which has dwindled to
Dlrs 255 this year, the com-
merce minister added.

He aso predicted that
under current conditions pre-
vailing in the international
markets and the decline in
price of foreign certificates
traded in Tehran Stock Ex-
change, the non-oil exports
will amount to Dlrs three bil-
lion this year.

Kish Island will host
1m tourists ayear

KISH ISLAND, Hormuzgan - Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance Ataollah Mohgjerani said here
Friday that the Kish Free Trade Zone will host some
one million tourists a year in the near future.

He told IRNA that great economic, social and
tourism steps have been made in the Kish Island in
the past few years.

Some 500,000 to 800,000 tourists visit Kish Island
each year, he said adding that the number of tourists
visiting the island has increased four folds in the past
four years, he added.

The minister who visited the Kish University,
stressed that the university, enjoying appropriate facil-
ities, has the potential to attract foreign students. The
Kish University will be turned to an international uni-
versity in the region, he added.

200 students are currently studying at Kish Uni-
versity in different subjects of computer sciences,
commercial management, accountant and marine sci-

ences.

Envoy terms India’ s plane attitude ‘ unfriendly’

TEHRAN - Iranian Con-
sul General in Bombay, In-
dia, Kama Yassini believes
that the attitude of the Indian
officias in connection with
the Iranian cargo plane
which is held a Bombay
airport “is by no means
friendly.”

An lranian cargo Illu-
sion-76 plane has been in the
custody of Indian authorities
since last Sunday after a

Russian foreign minister:

Russia to continue nuke
cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Russian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov told
reportersin Moscow Friday that despite the opposition of
Washington and the Zionist regime, Russia will continue
its nuclear cooperation for peaceful purposes with Iran in
keeping with the principles of Non-Proliferation Treaty to

which it isasignatory.

Commenting also on the proposition of Iran’s Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami for dialog among civilizations
he said Russia would actively support that proposition be-
cause it was consistent with the present day needs of the
global community, IRNA reported from Moscow.

The Russian official also condemned the recent U.S.-
UK air strikes on Iraq saying that it was a grave mistake
on the part of Washington which had mounted tension in
the region and deterred the solving of the problem in Irag.

Meanwhile, the deputy minister of nuclear energy of
Russia stressed that Russia would continue to collaborate
with Iran in the area of nuclear technology for peaceful
purposes. Speaking to reporters in Moscow, he said Iran,
like every other country, needs new technology despite its

oil and gas reserves.

He said Russid's cooperation with Iran in that area
strictly conforms with internationally-established criteria
for peaceful application of nuclear technology, and con-
tinues under the supervision of the International Atomic

Energy Agency.

The Russian officia criticized Washington for inter-
fering in the relations between countries and for its polit-
ical interpretations of those relations.

No new development in
Tehran-Washington relations

TEHRAN - Foreign
Ministry spokesman, Ham-
id Reza Asefi, said here
Saturday that due to lack of
practical changes in the
U.S. behavior towards Iran,
no new development has
taken place in Tehran-
Washington relations.

U.S. Secretary of State,
Madeleine Albright Thurs-

day repeated Washington's
desire to resume ties with
Iran under certain condi-
tions, IRNA reported.

Asefi pointed out that
despite some positive re-
marks made by American
officials every now and
then, there are still contra-
dictionsin their deeds.

forced landing at Bombay
airport, west of India, IRNA
reported.

The Indian State Avia-
tion Organization has a-
leged that the plane is not
equipped with the proper
advance-warning tech-
nology and maintained that
flight permission is condi-
tion to the installation of
thevital system.

Yassini told IRNA that
as a sign of good-will, the
Indian officials could
have raised the issue in a
friendly atmosphere on the
first day.

Quoting the Iranian pi-
lot of the plane, Yassini said
that the plane has entered
the Indian airspace after re-
celving permission from
the Indian State Aviation
Organization, adding that
the tape of the recorded
conversation is available.

Yassini said that the In-
dian officials would be bet-
ter cautious about impacts
of such an unfriendly be-
havior on the good relations
between the civil aviation
organizetions of the two

countries.

He also caled for im-
mediate release of the Ira
nian cargo plane.

Further elaborating on
the issue, Yassini said that
when Indian authorities
were convinced that in-
stallation of the device takes
time, we were asked on
Thursday to apply for flight
permission and depart from
the airport within an hour.

However, the Indian of-
ficials asked for another
written reguest on Friday
which was handed over to
them but so far no reply has
been received, the Iranian
diplomat said.

The plane which entered
the Indian airspace after tak-
ing permission from the In-
dian State Aviation Or-
ganization is to cary
medicine and medica
equipment to Ashkhabad,
Turkmenistan.

While Iranian officials
are continuing efforts to se-
cure a flight permission, the
authorities at the Indian
State Civil Aviation Or-
ganization and the Foreign

Irag can import goods
vialran

NOSHAHR, Ma
zandaran - The Port and
Shipping Authority an-
nounced its readiness to
ship all the lIragi bound
goods in return for right to
the transit of Iragi oil from
port of Imam Khomeini,
the Managing Director of
the organization Mokhtar
Kalantari has said.

He told IRNA that
upon lIragi request, the
goods can be transported
via land to the port of
Imam Khomeini in the Per-
sian Gulf, adding, this a
very economical route for
Irag to acquire its import
needs. He further said that
currently, lraq is importing
its needs via port of Agabe

in Jordan, but by utilizing
Iran’s capabilities it is es-
timated that Irag can im-
port between 3 to 5 mil-

lion tons of goods
annually.
Kalantari expressed

hope that the additions to
ports of Imam Khomeini,
Shahid Rajaie and Chah-
bahar will be completed
by the end of April.

He added that as part
of the organization’s pol-
icy of transfer of man-
agement of ports to the
private sector, so far large
parts of operationsin vari-
ous ports have either been
or are in the process of be-
ing handed over to the pri-
vate sector.
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Ministry are still refusing to
speak to IRNA.

Captain Salehi and his
crew who are still inside the
plane, in a saellite tele-
phone conversation Thurs-
day said that the plane had
entered Indian airspace after
taking permission from the
Indian State Aviation Or-
ganization, it added.

It said that the Foreign
Ministry in New Delhi has
claimed that the plane en-
tered the airspace with a
Russian permit.

Refuting this claim, Sa-
lehi said, “India had orig-
inally asked a Russian com-
pany to carry a cargo of
medicine and  medical
equipment to Ashkhabad,
but following the delay, it
asked Atlas Airlines to han-

diethejob.”

The Indian State Avia-
tion Organization had is
sued the necessary flight
permit for his aircraft and
so New Dehi’s claim is
baseless, he added.

Describing the treat-
ment his crew is being sub-
jected to by the airport au-
thority, he said, “since last
Sunday, the crew including
two Russians and two Uz-
beks and myself are inside
the plane and have not been
allowed to enter the transit
hall.”

In relation to accusa
tions that the plane is not
equipped with the proper
advance-warning tech-
nology, he said, “it is ab-
surd and a product of In-
dian red tape.”

Iran, Tajikistan review
expansion of defence
cooperation

TEHRAN - Tgjik Defence Minister Major General Sherali
Khyrulloyev and visiting Iranian army delegation in Du-
shanbe Thursday reviewed expansion of Tehran-Dushanbe

defence cooperation.

Colonel Gholamreza Shakiba, Iran’s military attache to
Tajikistan said that the Iranian delegation, headed by Brig-

adier General Qasem Soleymani

arrived in  Dushanbe

Wednesday evening to discuss defence issues with senior Ta-

jik officials.

Implementation of a defence agreement reached between
the two countries and establishment of Tehran-Dushanbe joint
defence commission were top on the agenda of talks between
the two countries military officials, he added.

During last month’s visit of Tagjik President Imomali Rah-
monov to Tehran, expansion of defence cooperation was
among the topics discussed by the two sides.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)




