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Asian Football Confederation

congratulates Iran

TEHRAN - Asian Football Confederation Sunday congratulated Iran’s

national football team and its head coach for being selected as the best team | N
and coach in Asiain the month of December.

Secretary General of Asian Football Confederation Peter Valappan said
that the Asian confederation has selected Iran’s national team and its head
coach Mansour Pour-Heidari who participated the 1998 Asian gamesin Thai-

land, as the best team and coach, respectively for the month.

Valappan a so expressed satisfaction with Iranian team’ s victories and re-
quested Iranian football officials to convey his greetings to the members and

coach of the national football team.
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Political parties, groups must maintain

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
Sunday that the government
was “honest” with the people
in dealing with the recent po-
litical killingsin the country.

“The government did not
lie to the people though the
issue was very complicated
and costly,” he said, stress-
ing that the most important
factor for confidence and
solidarity in the society is
“sincerity”, IRNA reported.

He termed the recent
murders of a number of dis-
sident writers and opposi-
tion leaders as “hbitter” in-
cidents and said “the
government, having the su-
preme Leader’s support, de-
cided to deal with the issue
firmly.”

“A great work has been
done. It is unprecedented for
a system to be honest with
its people despite knowing
that it would hurt part of
the government,” he said, re-
ferring to the public an-
nouncement that a number
of “willful” Information
Ministry agents were behind
the killings.

“This is a wicked trend
and the society, the lead-
ership, the government and
officials will never alow this
trend to continue in the so-

Rafsanjani:

ciety,” he stressed.

The president made the
remarks at the opening cer-
emony of a gathering on
“Islamic councils and peo-
ple's participation” here.

“The government is de-
termined to deal with thisis-
sue as a matter of national
security and in order to
create  mutual confidence
and because the government
is in charge of state secur-
ity,” said Khatami.

The president further
stated: “this source of cor-
ruption and the roots of cor-
ruption in the society in gen-
eral, must be eliminated and
we hope that the society will
move forward with more
vigor.”

“We have dtill a lot of
work to do. The left, the
right, the moderates, all
these classifications must de-
velop. To be fair, on the av-
erage the people's (political)
maturity is higher than that
of the ingtitutions, organs
and those who claim to be
socia teachers.”

Referring to the up-
coming city/village council
elections, the president
urged all the political groups
and factions to enter a
“healthy competition” by
participating in the polls to

|slamic Revolution golden
pagein Iran’s history

TEHRAN - Head of the Expediency Council Akbar Ha-
shemi Rafsanjani stressed Sunday that the new and future
generations should get informed about huge achievements of

the Islamic Revolution.

Speaking to a gathering of officias in charge of co-
ordination councils and headquarters in charge of celebrating
the 20th anniversary of the victory of the ISlamic Revolution
and the Ten-Day Dawn, Rafsanjani said “in order to prevent
our younger generation from deviation we should make them
acquainted with the Islamic Revolution of Iran,” IRNA re-

ported.

Taking into consideration the enemy’s smear propaganda
campaign against the Islamic Revolution being launched
through foreign loudspeakers with cooperation of their local
agents, it is the responsibility of those who understand the na-
ture of the ISamic Revolution, to familiarize the youth with

therevolution, Rafsanjani said.

The Islamic Revolution is a golden page in the history of
the Iranian nation which will remain for the future genera-
tions, he said, adding the youth should be vigilant and not let
therevolution get deviated from itsroute.

Rafsanjani said that the Ten-Day-Dawn period (February
1-11) is a good opportunity to make youngsters familiar with
the achievements of the Islamic Revolution of Iran.

|CCIM head:

Stronger ECO ties good for
better political relations

TEHRAN - Head of
Iran's Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines
Alinagi Khamoushi said that
Iran favors expansion of ties
among member states of the
Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization (ECO) because
such ties will lead to better
political relations.

Making the remark in the
general assembly of ECO
Chamber of Commerce at-
tended by ambassadors and
charge d' affaires of member
states, he pointed out that
only those countries will en-
joy stability who have a
strong economy.

He expressed regret that
ECO members have so far
faled to  explore an easy
way of increasing their trade
exchanges and in some cas-
es member states have im-
posed discriminatory tariffs
on goods of other members
or get their letter of credits
opened in athird country.

He noted that severa
joint agreements reached be-
tween member states on avi-
ation and shipping coop-
eration have not been

implemented and nor has
the private sector been given
any part to play.

Khamoushi stressed that
the organization’s economic
performance has been weak
so far, adding that some po-
litical considerations have
led to weak economic re-
lations among the member
states.

Also addressing the au-
dience, the ECO Secretary-
General, Onder Ozar, crit-
icized the low level of com-
mercial exchanges among
ECO member states and
said the total trade among
ECO member states
amounted to DIrs. 153 bil-
lion in 1996, 80 percent of
which belonged to three
countries of Iran, Turkey
and Pakistan.

He added that the next
meeting of the ECO cham-
ber should decide on meas-
ures to ease up trade laws
and regulations, reduce cus-
toms tariffs among the
member states and focus on
exchange of information,
investments, transit of goods
and the issuance of visas.

be held next month.

“This competition must
be coupled with ethical, Is-
lamic and human yardsticks
and all must prove their en-
thusiasm in practice.

“The councils elections
must be turned into a field
for displaying our nationa
will and determination. | ex-
pect al the factions and
groups to get united in this
arena to ensure people’'s
presence and sovereignty.”

Khatami said the pres-
ence of various parties and
groups means that “we must
recognize the differences
and should not let competi-
tion turn into confrontation.”

OPCW chief:

unity for councils elections

President Khatami
stressed that  differences
should not turn into means
for taking revenge, catching
each other red-handed or
undermining one another.

In the opinion of the
president, the councils elec-
tions can provide suitable
grounds for “national re-
solve” and elimination of
hostilities.

“National resolve, how-
ever, does not mean that the
peoplemust shut up and lis-
ten to their president. The
am is not to have things
unsaid and complaints not
raised.

“The people have the

right to be elected and the
right to elect and any de
cision to deprive them of
nomination (in the elections)
must be based on principled,
documented and logical cri-
teria.”

Underlining the role of
the mass media in en-
lightening the public opin-
ion, the president said the
news media must try to in-
form the people about the
important status of the coun-
cils.

“The more the people
know about the councils and
the candidates, the more
they will participate,” he
said.

lran latest victim of
chemical weapons

TEHRAN - Director
Genera of the Hague-based
Organization for Prohibition
of Chemica  Weapons
(OPCW) Jose M. Boustani
caled Iran the latest victim
of the chemical weapons.

He lauded Iran’s mem-
bership of the Convention
on Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons and its efforts to
implement all the provisions
of the convention, IRNA
reported.

He made the remarks in
a meeting with Vice
Speaker of the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis),
Hassan Rowhani. Boustani
further stated that Iran can
be a great aly to the
OPCW.

Fr_ench foreign
minister:

Dialog with
Iran beneficial
Forérgﬁ%h%aér FH&hsh

Vedrine said that the elec-
tion of Mohammad Kha-
tami as Iran’s president in
May 1997 was ‘a hew de-
velopment’.

In an interview with
the Arab daly ‘Ash-
Sharq a-Awsat’, he said
that Paris considers dialog
with the Islamic Republic
of lran to be useful, add-
ing that Tehran and Paris
enjoy close relations,
IRNA reported from Bei-
rut.

On the scheduled visit
of the Iranian president to
France, he said that Paris
is waiting for next
month’s visit of Foreign
Minister Kama Khar-
razi.

President Khatami’'s
visit will follow that of
Kharrazi, he said adding
that the date of the visit
has not yet been de
termined.

Briefing Rowhani on the
activities of the OPCW,
Boustani said the organiza-
tion has so far conducted
400 inspection operations in
32 countries.

Only the OPCW'’s in-
spectors are entitled to in-
spect and monitor the imple-
mentation of the
Convention on Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons.

Referring to the Islamic
teachings which bans use of
any kind of mass de
struction weapons, Rowhani
said Iran has made its ut-
most to universalize the
convention.

Assuming the conven-
tion especialy article 10
and 11 as applicable to all

L abor minister:

the members, the Iranian
Majlis approved Iran’s
membership of the conven-
tion. Article 10 and 11
stress that the there should
be no ban on transfer of
technology or equipment to
the member states used for
production of  peaceful
chemical substances.

Referring to certain
rules the U.S. Congress has
set forth for imple-
mentation of the conven-
tion, Rowhani said this
move indicates insincerity
of the U.S. in joining the
convention.

He further  warned
against any political abuse
of the OPCW by the big
powers.

Foreign films to compete

in Fajr festival

TEHRAN - Names of six foreign films which will take part in the com-
petition sector of the 17th international film festival were announced.

A total of 16 films from different world countries will participate in the
international competition sector while three Iranian films have been selected
for this sector as well. The six foreign films are ‘Our God's Brother’ by the
Polish director Kristof Zanus, ‘Killer’, a joint project by Kazakhstan and
France directed by Dare Jan Omirvaev, ‘The Interview’ by the Australian
Graig Monahan, ‘ Concerto of Life' by the Chinese Xia Gang, ‘Life Is What
You Gain' by the German Wolfgang Becker and ‘Some Birds Can't Fly’
produced in Yugoslavia all of which have been produced after 1996.

Iran, Ireland review
bilateral economic relations

TEHRAN - Iran-lreland third pre-
economic  commission

liminary joint

opened here Sunday.
The two sides agreed to ink an air
transportation

ported.

The head of commissions and protocols
of Iran’s Foreign Ministry, Mohammad Ali
Tabatabaei, and head of economic relations
department of Irish Foreign Ministry, Pau-
la Slattry, are heading the delegations of
their respective countries at the joint com-
mission. In their meeting, the two sides re-
viewing Iran-lreland economic relations,

accord besides signing
memorandum of understanding at the clos-
ing of the joint commission, IRNA re-

discussed ways for implementing the con-
tents of the two countries earlier accord

and further cooperation in the areas of

commerce, industry, investment, energy,
anima husbandry,
portation, tourism and cultural, scientific
and educational

fisheries, trans-

relations.

On the top of the agenda at the meeting

were the issues of the activation of private
sectors, creation of trade balance, export of
oil crude, gas, petrochemicals and live-
stock products.

The report added that the Irish foreign
minister isto pay a two-day visit to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran on Monday and
Tuesday 25-26 January.

Iran, Turkmenistan discuss
cooperation promotion

TEHRAN - Turkmen
Deputy Premier in charge of
trangportation affairs Khu-
daykuly Khalykov met with
First Vice-President Hassan
Habibi here Saturday.

Expressing satisfaction
with expansion of bilatera
ties Habibi added, “one of
the positive aspects of bi-
lateral relations is exchange
of views between the of-
ficials of the two countries,
resulting in further pro-
motion of ties,” IRNA re-
ported.

He also called for broad-
ening of bilateral coop-
eration in various fields.

Habibi referred to the ex-
pansion of transportation
cooperation between the two
countries as important in in-
ternational trade, adding
“the two countries should
take advantage of the op-
portunity to find their place
in theregion.”

Sound planning, a prerequisite to

economic development

TEHRAN - Minister of
Labor and Socia Affairs
Hussein Kamali said that so-
cial justice and economic
development do not contra-
dict each other. Rather, he
added, through sound plan-
ning not only socia justice
will be established but ec-
onomic development will be
realized as well.

Addressing a gathering
of workers representatives
on Saturday night, Kamali
underlined the significance
of social security and said
that it guaranteed security of
human beings as well as that
of capitals, IRNA reported.

He stressed that political
and economic management
of the system should take
steps in the direction of
sound and rational merger of
the two categories of secur-
ity.

The minister said that it
is not wise to sacrifice social
justice for the sake of cap-
ital security or interpret it as

Tehran hosts research gathering
on new theater inworld

TEHRAN - The first
research gathering on a
new theater in world is
currently underway here
with the participation of
Iranian and foreign artists
and scholars who are at-
tending the 17th inter-
national Fajr theatre fes-
tival. The event is held on
the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution
inlran.

Talking in the opening
ceremony, the manager of

Iran, Colombiato set up joint economic commission

TEHRAN - Colombian
Ambassador to Tehran Ra-
miro Zambrano said in re-
marks published Sunday, that
Iran's First Vice-President
Hassan Habibi will visit Bo-
gota in February to discuss
promotion of trade between
the two countries. During his
stay in Colombia, Habibi isto
meet with his counterpart
Gustav Bell as well as For-
eign Minister Guillermo de
Soto and President Andres
Pastrana.

“The first step for im-
proving trade ties is to set up
ajoint economic commission.

This will hopefully be done
during Habibi's visit,” Am-
bassador Zambrano told Iran
News.

He said Iran is interested
in buying Colombian coffee
and use its experience in the
flower business. The am-
bassador added that his coun-
try which produces a light but
expensive crude, is interested
in  buying Iranian oil for its
domestic consumption so that
it can export its own, more
expensive product.

He also said Tehran can
provide refining technology
to Bogota, and added that

Colombian merchants who
are aready buying Iranian
stones, marbles and carpets,
want to increase their pur-
chase. Zambrano said while
serving his country in
UNESCO prior to taking up
his post in Tehran last Feb-
ruary, he was given the re-
sponsibility by the organiza-
tion to designate Isfahan as a
world cultural heritage. He
said he was delighted to have
been able to add to Isfahan's
international prestige by in-
cluding it in UNESCO list
of culturally superior cities of
the world.

the center for dramatic arts
affiliated to the Ministry
of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Hussein Salimi,
referred to certain criteria
prevailing in the world for
judging cultural and social
works and said that sci-
entific principles and dif-
ferent theories of art
should be taken into con-
sideration when evaluating
aplay.

Also speaking in the
gathering was Hans Georg
Knop, secretary general of
the Berlin-based house of
world cultures where ar-
tistic works of different
theatre groups throughout
the world are staged in.

Referring to lack of a
balance in exchange of in-
formation in the world, he
said the aims of “dialog
among civilizations” will
be materialized only when
this lack of balance is re-
moved.

He pointed to films,
music, theatre and cinema
as instruments which will
boost exchanges among
different cultures.

The gathering will con-
clude February 3.

a hurdle on the way of ec-
onomic development.

He further remarked
that in an Islamic society,
the foundation should be
based on the principle of
collective cooperation of all
strata of people in an effort

to gain success.

Stressing that workers
should not be assessed as
tools, the labor  minister
said that workers should
feel responsibility towards
meeting demands of their
society.

Referring to the Caspian
Sea lega regime, Habibi
said, “the two countries
share acommon view on this
issue and Iran believes that
the Caspian Sea legal regime
should be determined with
the consensus of all littoral
states.”

He aso cautioned, “the
longer it takes for the issue
to be settled, the higher the
chance for foreigners to in-
tervenein the region.”

Conveying the Turkmen
president’s greetings to Ha-
bibi, Khaykov termed his
discussions with Iranian of-
ficialsas “positive’.

He also noted that bi-
lateral cooperation in rail
and ar transportation are
expanding, adding, “Turk-
menistan attaches great im-
portance to its relations with
Iran.”

He also said that Iran is
the most economical and ap-
propriate route to Centra
Asian countries.

In a separate meeting on
Sunday, the Turkmen deputy
prime minister discussed
with Foreign Minister Ka-
mal Kharrazi expansion of
ties between Iran and Turk-
menistan.

Briefing the Iranian for-
eign minister on his visits to
severa vehicle man-
ufacturing factories as well
as his discussions with the
officials of Iran’s Road and
Transportation Ministry,
Khalykov called for broad-
ening of bilateral tiesin vari-

ousfields.

Welcoming promotion of
relations between the two
countries, Kharrazi said
that there are various
grounds for bilateral coop-
eration and expressed Iran’s
readiness to strengthen ties
with Turkmenistan.

Earlier on Saturday, ex-
pansion of Tehran-
Ashkhabad transport coop-
eration was discussed in a
meeting between Khalykov
and Roads and Transport
Minister Mahmoud Hojati.

Hojati said in the meet-
ing that levying numerous
duties in the areas of roads
transport by Turkmenistan
and itsfailureto lift visafor-
malities for drivers of Ira-
nian trucks and passenger
buses has increased transport
costs of both goods and pas-
sengers.

Stressing that this will
have adverse impacts on pro-
motion of bilateral and re-
gional transport relations, the
minister said it is necessary
to adopt policiesto get rid of
bureaucratic regulations in
order to facilitate easy and
cheap transport between the
two countries.

Khalykov who arrived
here on Friday afternoon, in-
spected various units of the
Imam Khomeini airport, near
Tehran, and got familiar
with the potentials and ca-
pabilities of Iranian com-
panies engaged in airport
building.

Monitoring board investigates
competency of candidates

TEHRAN - Head of the
supreme board of mon-
itoring elections in Tehran
Province Mohsen Y ahyavi
said on Sunday that his
board has started in-
vestigating competency of
about 17,000 candidates for
the Islamic councils elec-
tions in Tehran since

Thursday.
Yahyavi said the in-
vestigation process  will

continue until January 28.
He said that 1,400 out
of about 17,000 candidates
are women and the board
has rejected competency of
10 percent of the can-
didates for Tehran Prov-

ince. He hoped the figure
would cover lesser per-
centage.

He expressed satisfac-
tion with the investigation
process and said the of-
ficials in charge of in-
vestigating qualifications
of the candidates have
come across with almost no

Unique treasury of antiques, clay works
unearthed in Jazmourian

TEHRAN - A priceless
collection of metal objects,
jewelry and clay works has
been unearthed during recent
archaeological excavations
in  Jazmourian, Sistan-
Baluchestan Province south-
east of Iran.

The treasury includes
iron swords, brass objects,
agate and shell necklaces
and unique gray, enameled
and illustrated clay works
with no precedence in the
world history of art, IRNA
quoted the morning daily
‘Hamshahri’ as  reporting
Sunday.

Researchers  have re-

cently found out that Jaz-
mourian region had been a
venue for the emergence of
different cultures and a con-
vergence point for dialogue
amongst civilizations of the
time.

In recent excavation op-
erations, led by Ms. Ham-
ideh Choubak, 50 graves
were unearthed and 30 res-
idential areas and cemetery
grounds were identified.

The discovered clay
works are typical of the re-
gion which is  surrounded
by the three provinces of
Kerman, Baluchestan and
Hormuzgan and carry fea

Iran to cooper ate with Geor gia, Azer baijan

on drug campaign
TEHRAN - Secretary of the anti-narcotics campaign
headquarters Mohammad Fallah voiced Iran’s readiness to
cooperate with the republics of Azerbaijan and Georgiain the

area of anti-drug campaign.

In a meeting with Georgian and Azeri delegations, Fallah
discussed the possibility of signing a letter of understanding
on trilateral cooperation in the area of campaign against nar-

cotic drugs.

Despite problems facing al countries, regional coop-
eration will lead to success in the area of drug campaign, he

added.
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tures of the rich Indian,
Greek and Sarmatian civ-
ilizations.

The discovery of the clay
works drastically changes
previous presumptions on
the clay works belonging to
the arsacides era.

A grave-yard belonging
to the third millennium B.C.
has been unearthed in Ra
mashk district of Kahnouj,
Kerman Province in south of
Iran, suggesting that a civ-
ilization lived in the region
in 5000 B.C. Jazmourian
was pat of an important
Achaemenid state which has
been referred to in Greek
texts as Alexander’ s pass.

difficulty so far.

He added that President
Mohammad K hatami,
Speaker of the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis)
Ali-Akbar Nateg-Nouri, In-
terior Minister Abdolvahed
Mousavi Lari and head of
the central board of mon-
itoring had on Saturday de-
termined a five-member
board in charge of in-
vestigating different at-
titudes towards law.

He said the board com-
prises  representatives of
the president, Mgjlis speak-
er, interior minister, and
central board of monitoring
and a representative des-
ignated with unanimous
concurrence between pres-
ident and speaker.

Meanwhile, deputy
head of the board Hossein
Taheri said that 4,441 per-
sons had applied for their
candidacy for the council
elections.

however, competency
of about 10 percent of the
candidates was rejected for
not meeting the required
qualifications specified by
the law.
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