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Tehran to host ECO judicial
cooperation seminar

TEHRAN - Judicia experts from member states of the Economic Coop- | N

eration Organization (ECO) will hold a legal-educational gathering in Teh-
ran, early March. The participants in the gathering to be held from March1-4,
will discuss issues relevant to narcotic problems and crime prevention.

Some 80 representatives from ECO member states will attend the gath-
ering which will be held upon a proposal made by the United Nations office
in Tehran. It aims to facilitate and upgrade judicia cooperation among ECO
members in different issues such as campaign against narcotic drugs and

adoption of regional policies and laws on the issue.
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Foreign firms make proposals for
development of Iranian oil sector

TEHRAN - BP Amoco
confirmed Monday it was of-
fering bids to develop the
giant Bangestan reservoir,
while it had decided not to
join an oil consortium ex-
ploration study of the Iranian
sector of the Caspian Sea.

The newly merged com-
pany said it had submitted a
“long-term  technical pro-
posa” for what arguably
could be the biggest contract
in the latest round of buy-
back projects offered by the
National Iranian Oil Com-
pany.

A BP spokesman told
IRNA in London that the of-
fer was to start negotiations
on production enhancement
and secondary recovery at
the Ahwaz, Ab Teymour
and Mansuri fields, which
comprise the Bangestan res-
ervoir, while bids due by last
November were mostly on
an individual basis.

The proposal, he said,
was BP's first in the Iranian
upstream  sector “in along
time.” It marks a break with
its previous cautious  ap-
proach because of the threat
of U.S. secondary sanctions.

Reports suggested that
the world's third biggest oil
company, now merged with
U.S. Amoco, would still be
keeping the Clinton ad-
ministration fully aware of
its moves.

The spokesman also con-
firmed that BP Amoco had
decided against  joining a
consortium, led by Shell and
the UK’s Lasmo in the 18-
month study of Iranian wa-
ters in the Caspian Sea. He
said that thishad  beenin-
dicated to NIOC two weeks

0.

BP was offered an option
last month to take part in the
exploration after par-
ticipating in the origina ne-
gotiations. Some il reports
suggested BP declined to
sign in order not to upset
neighbouring  Azerbaijan,
where it has mgor stake-
holdings.

Meanwhile, the UK in-

dependent, Monument Oil,
confirmed that it was bid-
ding for two of the smaller
contracts in the latest round
of projects announced by
NIOC. It also said that Turk-
men oil exports through Iran
has resumed after over-
coming technical problems
associated with the winter
conditions.

Monument’s commercial
director, lain Patrick, told
IRNA that his company was
bidding for the DIrs 250 mil-
lion enhanced recovery
scheme a the 4,500 bpd
Sarvestan onshore fields.

He said he did not know
when a decision would be
made by NIOC, which is
giving prior attention to the
larger contracts offered in
the round of more than 40
projects.

Following the temporary
suspension of Monument’s
oil swap deal with Iran, Pat-
rick said that pipeline prob-
lems through the Turkmen
mountains has been over-
come with NIOC's help by
blending the crude with
chemicals to prevent freez-
ing. He was not disheartened
by reports that the con-
sortium his company joined
may have lost out to Iranian
and Chinese firms to build a
new pipeline from the Cas-
pian Sea port of Neka to
Tehran refinery, which will
enhance swap deals to export
Turkmen and Kazakh oil.

Monument’s growing in-
terest in Iran and cooperation
with NIOC led Monument to
open an office in Tehran at
the end of last year, the com-
mercia director said.

In another development,
Deputy Minister of Oil for
the Caspian Sea oil and gas
affairs Ali Majedi said on
Monday that negotiations are
underway with severa for-
eign firms for laying a pipe-
line from the Caspian port of
Nekato Tehran refinery.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the second expert meeting
of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO),

Majedi said the pipeline has
been tendered and would be
carried out in three stages -
B.O.T. (building, operating,
and transfer).

He said piping the Cas-
pian Sea oil through Iran is
very economical in view of
different parameters, but the
Baku-Ceyhan route is very
expensive and un-
economical.

On exploitation of the
Caspian Sea resources, he
said the Islamic Republic of
Iran is interested in ex-
ploiting the Caspian Sea re-
sources in partnership with
the Caspian states, but, if the
littoral states wanted to di-
vide the sea, Iran would also
want to do so.

ECO all

TEHRAN - Secretary Gen-
ed of the Economic Coop-
gation Organization (ECO)
Onder Ozar said here on Mon-
day that export of oil by the
ECO member countries is ex-
pected to reach 3.5 million bar-
relsaday by the year 2010.

Ozar told the second mest-
ing of senior oil and gas ex-
pets from ECO member
Setes, that these countries play
an important role in meeting
globd oil demand and there-
fore they need to invest in ail
and gas sectors and to expand
routes for transfer of their en-
ergy to world markets, IRNA
reported.

He sad that the daly ex-
port of 3.5 million barrds of ail
to world makets by ECO
member dates requires new
routes to the west via Baku, to
the south towards the Persan
Gulf and to the east in the long
run.

He added that huge natural
gas reserves in the region and
the feasihbility of ther export
should aso be taken into con-
Sderation.

Ozar said the present ses-
sion should review serious and
complicated issues and find so-

Sound bomb thrown & newspaper office

TEHRAN - Two persons
were injured when a sound
bomb was thrown a Khordad
daily building in northern Teh-
ran on Monday.

Eye-witnesses said two mo-
tor-cyclists threw the bomb at
the building where Persian lan-
guage dally is located at Africa
Street.

They said those injured
were the gaff members of the
daily.The sound bomb shattered
the windows of the office and
nearby buildings.

One gaff member of the
daly told IRNA by telephone
that an unknown caler had
threstened to bomb the daily
againinthefuture.

Meanwhile, Deputy Min-
iser of Culture and Idamic
Guidance for the Press Affairs
Ahmad Bourgani condemned
the bombing of the premises of
‘Khordad daily’ Monday saying

the violent act againgt the daily
would leed nowhere. He said
domain of culture judtified
only culturd interchange.

Bourgani adso sad “in the
cultura arenaadvocatesof  vi-
olence would certainly be the
utimae losers’ and ac-
knowledged  that the nation
should now “gtrike at the root of
the problem of violence” and
dowithit.

Ali Hekmat, editor in chief
of ‘Khordad' said that he had
received severd phone threats
during the past few days, but
that he and his colleagues did
not take those threats se-
rioudy. Hekmat sad he had
been of the conviction that the
daily was complying with the
officid print media code, and
therefore he could not see any
reason why his paper should be
threatened by any person or
group.

He sad it is the duty of the

UK company admired for publishing
accurate information on Iran

LONDON - The school of the Islamic Republic of Iran
in London in aletter to “Pocket Factifile of the World” ap-
preciated the company for being an accurate source of in-
formation concerning the geography of the world.

The letter, signed by the Headmaster B. Amani, said
that the Iranian schoal is currently using the book as a ref-
erence source at its geography classes.

“My students have requested that | write to your com-
pany on their behalf, concerning in particular, the accurate
information on Iran, and using the terminology the *Per-
sian Gulf’,” read the letter in part. It said that the book has
now been recommended to other educational institutions
both inside and outside the UK.

Russiablasts U.S. for false
propaganda against Iran

TEHRAN - Russian De-
fense Ministry in a statement
on Monday accused the U.S.
of trying to make hue and
cry over alleged attempts by
Iran and North Korea to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

The statement, which
was made available to re-
porters by the chief of the
Defense  Ministry’s  di-
rectorate for internationa
military cooperation Colo-
nel-General Leonid Ivashov,
is areaction to the remarks
of U.S. Secretary of State
Madeline Albright about the

Start-1 Treaty, IRNA re-
ported from Moscow.

Moscow in the statement
stressed that Washington is
undermining the stable
world system by failing to
comply with the terms and
conditions of the Start-1
Treaty.

While caling for de
struction of nuclear war-
heads, the U.S. itself retains
2,500 warheads for its nu-
clear-powered  submarines
and up to 2,000 warheads
for its strategic planes, Gen-
eral lvashov said.

people at large to fight against
violence, and added the ad-
ministration was pioneering that
fight and that the people would
do well if they helped it with a
national  resolve in its drive
against violent behavior.

Khordad's editor in chief
sad that the staffers of the daily
were now trying hard to finish
before deadline and make sure
that on Tuexday the daily
would be out earlier than on pre-
vious days notwithstanding the
terrori sound bomb  attack
againg its office in uptown Teh-
ran a 1855 hours locd time
Monday afternoon.

Majedi said the estima
tion on the extent of the Cas-
pian Sea resources has now
proved to be far away from
reality and for this reason
two consortiums operating in
northern Caspian Sea are on
the verge of stopping their
activities.

On the DIrs 19.5-20 mil-
lion contract signed between
NIOC and Lasmo and Shell
companies to carry out re-
search studies in the Caspian
Sea, he said two other for-
eign firms including a Ger-
man oil company may join
Lasmo and Shell.

He said the contract
would have one and a half
year deadline to be imple-
mented.

to discuss Tehran-Dublin ties

TEHRAN - Irish Foreign
Minister, David Andrews,
arrived here Tuesday morn-
ing heading a political-
economic delegation to pro-
mote Tehran-Dublin  ec-
onomic relations.

During his 3-day visit,
Andrews is scheduled to
hold talks with  his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi
on issues of mutua interest
aswell asbilateral ties.

He will aso meet Pres
ident Mohammad Khatami,
Chairman of the Expediency
Council Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani and Minister of Con-
struction Jihad Mohammad
Saeedi-Kia, IRNA reported.

The third Iran-Ireland
joint commission will be
held during the visit and
agreements are expected to

be signed on promotion of
Tehran-Bublin economic re-
lations. The joint commis-
sion is the first since the
worldwide ban on British
beef exports hit Ireland’s ex-
tensive trade with Iran. Dub-
linis said to be hoping to re-
open its beef market, while
Tehran is seeking to pro-
mote non-oil exports to Ire-
land. Irish sources also sug-
gest that apart from trade,
other issues on the agenda
will be discussions on an
aviation agreement and sci-
ence and technology coop-
eration.As a founding mem-
ber of the Euro, Iran is
thought to be keen to use its
friendly political relations
with Ireland to further pro-
mote its improving ties with
the European Union.

exportsto reach 3.5 m bpd

lutions to environmentd and
commercia problems.

He sad that finding along-
term solution would be pos
shle in case investors and
ECO dates support laying of
several  economicaly  vigble
and environmental  friendly
pipelines.

Diversty of pipdines will
provide access to a variety of
markets, said Ozar, adding that
this would be possible only
when the ECO member dtates
reech consensus on the in-
fluentid role of the ECO in the
world energy markets in the
near future.

Meanwhile, Deputy Qil
Minigter in charge of the Cas-
pian Seaoil and gasAli Mgedi
told the geathering that ex-

periences ganed a inter-
nationd level over the past two
decades show that strength-
ening and protection of na
tiond interests are possble
through regiona cooperation.

He said that experiences of
the past show that ECO is ca
pable of getting more share in
world affairs.

He cdled on the ECO
members to finance research
on projects for transfer of ail
and gas by relidble and in-
dependent research inditutes.

Furthermore, Azeri Am-
bassador to Tehran Apasai K.
Hassanov told IRNA on the
Sddines of the meeting on
Monday that severd routes are
needed for transfer of oil and
gas from the Caspian Sea and

Justice Ministry denies
report on Hofer's case

TEHRAN - An informed
source with Iran's Justice
Ministry here Monday night
disconfirmed DPA’s report
that German national Helmut
Hofer might be freed on the
occason of the 20th an-
niversary of the triumph of the
Idamic  Revolution  next
month.

He said Hofer's case was
proceeding at court consistent
with the laws of the date,
IRNA reported.

German national Helmut
Hofer has been found guilty of
having sex  out of wedlock
with aMuslim woman in Iran.

According to dispatches,
Germany said on Monday it
was holding high-level taks
with Iran to try to win the re-
lease of the German busi-
nessman.

Chancdllery Minister
Bodo Hombach has been hold-
ing talks with Iranian officials
since November about Helmut
Hofer and he may visit

Tehran in February if the im-
provement in bilatera re-
lations continues, the German
government was quoted as
saying.

“The taks are not yet
completed,” government
spokesman Uwe-Karsten
Heye said in a statement.
“There has been a clear im-
provement in the relations be-
tween Iran and Germany.

Hombach was due to hold
a meeting on Tuesday with
Iran's Ambassador to Ger-
many, Ahmad Azzi, ac-
cording to dispatches.

German media have spec-
ulated that Hofer could be re-
leased around February 11
when Iran marks the 20th an-
niversary of the Idamic Rev-
olution.

Hofer, who was born in
1941, has said he converted to
Idam years ago when he mar-
ried a Turkish national. He is
now divorced.

Cultural exchanges, prerequisite
for dialog among civilizations

TEHRAN - Secretary Genera of House of World Cultures Hans Georg Knopp said that ex-
pansion of cultural exchangesis essential to proceed dialog among civilizations.

Stressing that cultural and artistic relations pave the way for political and economic ties, he
expressed the hope that Tehran-Bonn relations will further expand.

Speaking to IRNA, he also expressed the hope that Iran’s rich theater will be represented at

the Berlin festival 2001.

Knopp aso hoped that Iranian researchers would participate in the international confer-
ences held in Berlin more actively.

Turning to dialog among civilizations, he mentioned promotion of international cultural
cooperation as a prerequisite to achieve the objectives behind the dialog.

He added that people in various parts of the world are willing to start dialog among civiliza-
tions and in order to materialize this, experts and heads of cultural institutes and museums
should make efforts to prepare grounds for the dialog.

He referred to feature films, music and theater as means of cultural exchanges.

The Berlin-based House of World Cultures cooperates with various world countries on cul-
tural fieldsincluding film and theatrical arts.

MPs approve subsidies for
essential goods

TEHRAN - In con-
tinuation of their debates
over the proposed budget
bill for the next Iranian
calendar year, beginning
March 21, representatives
of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly  (Majlis) ap-
proved allocation of 7,549
billion rials in subsidies to
essential goods.

According to note five
of the revenues section of
the bill, items including
wheat, sugar, tea, veg-
etable shortening, rice, red
meat, milk, fertilizer and
veterinary vaccines and
pesticides will be subject
to receiving subsidies.

The note also mandates

the commerce ministry to
adopt a mechanism for dis-
tribution of wheat, sugar,
vegetable shortening and
rice through which the per
capital ratio of villagers
for the said items will not
be less - and their price not
higher - than that of the ur-
ban dwellers.

According to the ap-
provals of the session of
the Magjlis, presided over
by Vice-Speaker Hassan
Rowhani, the plan and
budget organization has
been commissioned to car-
ry out the comprehensive
program for reorganization
of the bread market system
and for encouragement of

the consumption of bulk
bread.

On the basis of the stip-
ulations of para one of the
said note, 20 percent of the
subsidies on tea will go to
plans for the improvement
of tea cultivation methods.

The representatives
also approved allocation of
45 hillion rials to cultural-
social activities of uni-
versity students and fur-
ther participation of youth
in social programs.

sdection of one or two routes
will creste problems for such
Mudim countries as Azer-
baijan.

Hassanov said the Idamic
Republic of Iran and Azer-
baijan can have good coop-
erdion in the fields of oil and
ges.

He added that Iran-
Azerbaijan commercid trans-
actions are worth about Dlrs
500 million annudly which
can be raised to Dlrs one hil-
lion.

Hassanov rgected rumors
that some ail consortiums had
sopped activities in  Azer-
baijan. He said one of the ways
to establish peace and tranquil-
ity in the Caspian Sea and in-
sure cooperation among the lit-
toral statesis making use of the
seafor non-military purpose.

lranian music at French

exhibition

TEHRAN - Iran is among 90 countries which are participating in the in-
ternational music exhibition in Cannes, France, this year.

Some 3,682 audio-visua products of famous world music companies are
presented at the exhibition which is among creditable music markets in the

At the Iranian pavilion, decorated with miniature paintings, 350 selected
works of master Iranian musicians are being presented in cds and tapes.

Like Iran, China, the Philippines, Congo, Serbia, Cyprus, Qatar, Bahrain
and Mali are taking part in the exhibition for the first time.

President Khatami:

Law enforcement
forces must protect
rights of people

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here
Tuesday called on the law enforcement forces to express
more convergence and sympathy with the government
and the society.

Addressing the third nationwide seminar of the cler-
ics and officials of ideological-political organization of
the law enforcement forces, Khatami underlined the im-
portance of campaign against moral and socia corrup-
tion, infringement of law and wrongdoing.

He aso highlighted safeguard of social ethics,
healthy relations in the society, protection of rights of all
civilians under the Islamic system, and preservation of
security as prime duties of the law enforcement forces,
IRNA reported.

Stressing that judgment of the society over the sys-
tem depends to a great extent on the attitude and be-
havior of the law enforcement forces towards the people,
the president underlined the need for closer ties and
proper links between the forces and the people.

He said that in the era of construction and stabiliza-
tion of the system, people have managed to stand hard-
ships, and the armed forces, including the law enforce-
ment forces, have compensated for many shortcomings
through their devotions.

The president who is also head of the Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, assured that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran will leave behind the hardships.

He pointed to the responsibility of the law enforce-
ment forces towards the violators and said there are
some people who intend to take advantage of the situa-
tion and instigate the society by raising false issuesin an
effort to create chaos.

Therefore, he added, the law enforcement forces
should prevent creation of chaos and also block the way
to aggressions and acts of violation.

Stressing that chaos should not be allowed in the so-
ciety, Khatami said: “We should preserve rights of all
those who are working within the law. We should even
respect the rights of those opposing us unless they intend
to do harm to the very foundations of the system.”

Elsawhere in his speech, the president said that the
society expects the clergy to reflect in their behavior,
thoughts and remarks the Islamic ethics, social etiquette
and build confidence in people which, he said, istruein
most cases.

He further added that the relationship between the
clergy in the ideological-political organization of the law
enforcement forces and other staff of the body should be
afriendly, fraternal and consolidating link.

He also underscored the need for coordination and
consolidation among al the law enforcement forces per-
sonnel and said such aneed is being greatly felt.

Stray missile lands near Abadan

TEHRAN - A missile
landed on an area near Iran’s
southern city of Abadan
Monday morning, according
to the governor of the city
Javad Nazemi.

He told IRNA that the
missile was found in an area
about one kilometer from the
city, adding that an in-
vestigation was under way
to determine the type and
source of the missile.

According to dispatches,
U.S. and British forces mis-
sile attacked the southern
Iraqi city of Basra across the
Iranian city of Khorramshahr
Monday morning.

In attacks before the ad-
vent of the Muslim holy

Plan
approved
to restructure
oll Inaustry

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami has ap-
proved a plan to restructure
the oil industry.

The plan had been
worked out through a joint
study by the Oil Ministry
and the State Organization
for Administrative and Em-
ployment Affairs.

The Oil Ministry said the
plan would serve to boost ef-
ficiency, and productivity in
the oil and gas industries.

The president in a writ-
ten note described the plan
as significant and appreciat-
ed the efforts made by the il
minister and the ministry
staff as well as the secretary-
general and staff of the State
Organization for Ad-
ministrative and Employ-
ment Affairs, the Oil Min-
istry said.

On the details of the
plan, the ministry said the
plan has focused on de
centralization and separating
policy-making from the ex-
ecutive affairs.

It said the plan has also
envisaged giving authority to
the executive directors in the
oil industry and a funda
mental change in man-
agement.
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were killed and some res-
idential areas were devastat-
ed. U.S. warplanes pounded
Irag on Monday destroying
residential areas in Basra,
killing 11 persons and in-
juring at least 58 others.
Asefi also expressed con-
cern over escalation of ten-
sionintheregion.

European, Japanese firms
toinvest in mining, metal sector

TEHRAN - Mines and Metals Minister Eshag Jahangiri
said that foreign companies would make Dlrs 2.5 hillion in-
vestment in the industries and mining sectors in the southern
Iranian port city Bandar Abbas.

Jahangiri, who made the remark after visiting local Al-
Mahdi auminum company, said the sum would be invested
by some European and Japanese companies.

He said that under a buy-back scheme, production capac-
ity of Al-Mahdi aluminum complex would be raised to
110,000 tonsin the first phase.

He added that under another contract annual production
capacity of Hormuzgan steel complex would rise to two mil-
lion tons.

A special economic metals and mining zone would also be
formed in the region through foreign and domestic in-
vestments.

An officia at the ministry had earlier announced that the
mining and metals sector needs at least DIrs two billion in
capital to continue its development projects and replace oil as
the main source of foreign exchange revenues.

Reza Ashraf, acting deputy managing director of the min-
istry for planning, development and renovation, told Iran
News he hoped the ministry will achieve its objectives
through steps taken to boost the mining sector in the past
years.

He said thanks to the country’s huge potential in this sec-
tor and the ratification of the new mining law which facilitates
attraction of capital, the country with its 24 billion tons of in-
ternationally recognized minerals such as copper, zinc, barite,
plaster, decorative stones, chromite and salt can be suitably
ranked on an international level.

“After the ratification of the mining law many foreign
countries have announced their readiness to invest in Iran and
are negotiating with us,” he said adding that the international
steel market matches OPEC's total oil exports which shows
the magnitude and importance of mines and metals in inter-
national trade.

He said the ministry does not plan to export raw minerals
and does its best to process the minerals and export them by
conducting proper research programs and building the nec-
essary factories.

The value of the products of this sector from 2,700 active
mines and 170 industrial factories exceeded Dlrs four billion
in the current year, he added.

month of Ramadhan one
cruise missiles landed near
Khorramshahr, and another
in thecity center.

Iran’'s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi Tuesday condemned
renewed strikes of U.S. war-
planes on Iraq as a result of
which a number of civilians
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