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Turkish Parliament speaker

to arrive

TEHRAN - The Speaker of Turkish Grand National Assembly, Hikmet | N

Cetin, heading a parliamentary delegation, is to arrive here Friday. Cetin's
visit will take place at the official invitation of hisIranian counterpart Ali Ak-

bar Nateg-Nouri.

During his four-day visit, Cetin is to meet a number of senior Iranian of-
ficials. The Turkish delegation is also due to visit cultural and historical sites
of Tabriz, in northwestern Iran.

The Iranian embassy in Ankara in a statement assesses the as vital in the
promotion of the bilateral relations and inter-parliamentary  cooperation.
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an enetersnew erain relationswith world

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said on
Tuesday the Islamic Re
public of Iran has entered a
new erain relations with the
world in general and the Eu-
ropean Union in particular
and is optimistic about its re-
lations.

In a meeting with Irish
Foreign Minister David An-
drews, the president said
Iran has announced detente
in bilateral, regional and in-
ternational relations and is
committed to its declared
policy, IRNA reported.

He said dialog would be
useful if it was based on ac-
cepting and respecting each
other.

He said Iran and Ireland
have good relations and the
mora relations between the
two nations serve as a strong
reservefor Iranand Ireland.

President Khatami said,
“religion has lofty status in
Ireland and we need prop-
agation of the moral values
in the world to enable us to
move dialog, cooperation
and amity forward rather
than create an atmosphere
of hostility and bloodshed.”

Andrews conveyed the

greetings of the Irish nation
and prime minister to Pres-
ident Khatami and expressed
Ireland’s support for the
president’s proposal on hold-
ing dialog amongst Civ-
ilizations.

He said relations be-
tween the two countries are
excellent.

“Relations between Iran
and Ireland have aways
been at a satisfactory level
and despite the international
crisis, we aways main-
tained solidarity,” Andrews
said.

Andrews said a kind of
unity and solidarity exist be-
tween the two nations and
the Irish people respect re-
ligionsincluding Islam

Meanwhile, The 3rd ses-
sion of Iran-Ireland joint ec-
onomic commission began
work here Tuesday.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi and the Irish
foreign minister led their re-
spective countries  delega-
tions to the session.

Expressing satisfaction
with convening of the joint
economic commission,
Kharrazi said Tehran and
Dublin enjoy friendly ties in

political, economic and cul-
tural aress.

He aso referred to the
necessity of following up on
the agreements signed in pre-
vious sessions of the joint
economic commission in the
fields of fisheries, animal
husbandry, and veterinary af-
fairs.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister also expressed satisfac-
tion with the outcome of a
preliminary expert session
focusing on new areas of
cooperation between the two
countries such as scientific
research, training and ac-

ademic scholarships.

The Iran-Ireland expert
delegations are preparing a
memorandum  of  under-
standings for the 3rd joint
economic  commission in
two working committees,
with one covering cultural,
tourism, transportation and
communication issues and
the other dealing with ec-
onomic, trade, and ag-
ricultural areas.

The agreement will then
be submitted to the foreign
ministers of the two coun-
triesfor their final approval.

Stressing the close bi-

Monitoring board rgects

Iran keen on reinforcing
ties with African states

TEHRAN - First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi said
on Tuesday the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is keen on re-
inforcing relations with the
African states especially
with Senegal.

In a meeting with Se-
negalese Ambassador to Iran
| ssakha Mbacke, Habibi said
Senegal has specia status in
western Africa and the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has
given high importance to de-
velopment of relations with
Senegal, IRNA reported.

He said growth in coop-
eration between the two

Rafsanjani:

countries would also serve to
boost Iran’s relations with
other African states.

Habibi said the two
countries have large capacity
for economic cooperation
which should be fully uti-
lized.

Mbacke said his nation
and government are willing
to enhance the level of bi-

|ateral relations.
The ambassador said the
Senegalese  nation  sym-

pathize with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and are keenly
following up the develop-
mentsin Iran.

Servicesin fields of

clence

TEHRAN - The head of
the Expediency Council Ay-
atollah Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani in a meeting with the
officials in charge of the lit-
erary and cultural centres
thanked the services of
poets, cultural and literary
figures in the reviva of the
country’s culture, civiliza-
tion and sweet Persian lan-
guage.

He lauded the contribu-
tion of cultural and literary

|terature respected

personalities in the flour-
ishment of the genuine and
vauable art  works in the
area of poetry, epic literature
and art in the post- revolu-
tion era.

“The Iranian literary and
cultural figures have aways
been the championsin fight-
ing cultural inroads to main-
tain freshness, pride  and
originality in those fields of
arts,” said Rafsanjani.

eligibility of 50 councils
candidates

TEHRAN - A senior official at Tehran governor gen-
era’s office announced that the board monitoring city and
village councils elections has so far rejected eligibility of
50 candidates.

Political-security deputy of the office, Rezaei Babadi
further added that the qudification of the rejected can-
didates had previously been confirmed by the executive
board.

The officia said that the monitoring board has not yet
offered any explanation and evidence for its rejection, nor
made any reference to the possible failure in the judge-
ment of the executive board, IRNA reported.

The Tehran governor in a letter has asked the mon-
itoring board to explain the reasons for its rejection of the
candidates, he added.

Rezaei Babadi said that some of the candidates whose
eligibility has been rejected are among reputable figures,
bereaved families of martyrs or officials who used to hold
key positions.

Stressing that qualification of some of them had been
confirmed in various previous elections, the official ex-
pressed the hope that the monitoring board will put its
documents at the disposal of the executive board as soon
as possible.

He said that based on the stipulations of the elections
law, the authority of the monitoring board is not absolute
and unlimited.

However, he added, the board should offer reasons for
rejecting decisions of the executive board which com-
prises reliable persons from cities and villages whose el-
igibility has already been confirmed by the monitoring
board.

Meanwhile, Interior Minister Abdulvahed Mousavi
Lari said that the executive boards are in charge of con-
firming or rejecting the qualification of candidates, add-
ing“! will not accept anything other than this.”

Speaking at a gathering on Islamic councils and peo-
ple's partnership, he called on monitoring boards to act
according to the law.

“We should not reject the eligibility of the candidates
by bringing excuses and raising questionable generalities,”
he noted.

He stressed that holding the councils elections, dated
for February 26, isin fact respecting peopl€’ srights

Lari added that the ministry’s preoccupation is not to
alow persons (candidates) to be set aside from the coun-
cilswithout any reason.

He assured the people that the Interior Ministry did not
a all intend to deprive candidates from taking part in the
elections and that in fact “we believe candidates from all
tastes must run for the elections so that people would have
abroader scope to choose.”

He called on the executive and monitoring boards to
lay the foundation of their work on the constitution and
rely on the peopl€’'s vote.

Lari stressed that specific candidates or groups of can-
didates should not be deprived of candidacy in the Islamic
councils by those who claim to be guardians of the system
or on the pretext of considering national interests.

New industrial twonships
to be set up across country

TEHRAN - Per the approval of the cabinet ministers, 34
new industrial townships will be established across the coun-
try, Deputy Industries Minister Valiollah Afkhami said.

Addressing a gathering of industrial townships managing
directors here, Afkhami said 93 of the total 200 industrial
townships enjoy telecommunication network and efforts are
underway to establish similar networks in ten others. He add-
ed that sewage treatment network is also at hand to be in-
stalled in 11 other townships.

Afkhami, managing director of Iran’s Industrial Town-
ships Company, added that in the current year three industrial
township companies have started activities in Qazvin, Gole-
stan and Qom provinces.

According to Afkhami, with the nationa credit three
technological townships will be established in Mashhad, Teh-
ran and Tabriz soon.

tion, Afkhami added.

Some 4000 industrial units are now active in 200 in-
dustrial townships and 5,000 new units are under construc-

TEHRAN - The Swiss
Charge d Affaires in Iran,

Stefano Lazzarotto, was
summoned to the Foreign
Ministry on Tuesday to hear
Iran’'s strong protest over
landing of a U.S. missile on

the outskirts of the southern
city of Abadan. The Swiss
embassy looks after the U.S.
interestsin Iran.

Foreign Ministry Di-
rector-General for Amercian
Affairs Mohammad  Reza
Bakhtiari told Lazzarotto
that Iran holds the U.S. re-

an protestsagaing

sponsible for the missile
which landed on the territory
of the Isamic Republic
which is by no means ac-
ceptable, IRNA reported.

Lazzarotto expressed re-
gret over the incident and
promised to  convey Iran’s
protest to the U.S. govern-
ment to seek response.

On Monday, a U.S. mis-
sile landed at a suburb of
Abadan during U.S. air and
missile attacks against Irag.
In December, a stray cruise
missile aso landed at the
southern city of Khor-

lateral ties, Andrews referred
to the previous agreements
reached between the two
countries and added, “I hope
that mutual cooperation will
become more vibrant as the
result of the current joint ec-
onomic commission.”
Pointing to the exchange
of visits by the high-ranking
officials of the two coun-
tries, Andrews expressed
hope that bilateral coop-
eration and trade, in par-
ticular, will expand.
Meanwhile, the Irish In-
dependent newspaper re-
ported Tuesday that the Irish
beef trade is hoping for the
announcement of a contract
with Iran this week which
could help determine the out-
look for international mar-
kets in the coming months.
The prospects of re-
suming trade, hit by the ban
of British beef, come as For-
eign Minister Dan Andrews
is heading a delegation at the
third joint Ireland-Iran ec-
onomic commission being
held in Tehran.
The delegation was said

to be hoping that remaining
technical difficulties could
be resolved for a possible
10,000 tons contract with
Iran for the spring.

Apart from the detri-
mental effect of the crisis
over mad cow disease, the
Irish beef trade has been hit
by the collapse of the Rus-
slan economy, leaving the
Middle East and North Af-
rican international markets
asits principal outlets.

The Irish Independent
said that another emerging
factor in third country busi-
ness was the increased activ-
ity throughout the Middle
East by other European Un-
ion exporters, particularly
France and Holland.

It quoted the Irish beef
board saying that the outlook
for international markets in
the coming month would be
“determined by prospects of
a contract with Iran, post-
Ramadan demand, the im-
pact of food aid to Russia,
demand for steers in the EU
and the level of activity of
our EU competitors.”

Danish company to launch
Investment project in Kish

TEHRAN - Danish company Maxon which produces cellular phone sets
and electronic devices has planned to launch investment project in Kish Free
Trade and Industrial Zone, southern Iran.

Managing-Director of the company Yurgen Brown who is on a visit to
the Iranian free trade zone said on Tuesday his company is keen on setting up
a plant to produce cellular phone sets and other telecommunications equip-
ment in Kish.

The Danish comany has entered into negotiations with the Kousar Ec-
onomic Organization to carry out the project.

Canada calls for promotion
of inter-parliamentary
cooperation with |ran

TEHRAN - Vice-chairman of foreign policy com-
mission of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis)
Mohammad-Javad Larijani emphasizing on Iran’s full
support to the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT),
said that Tehran believes that negotiation on nuclear
disarmament should lead to a complete destruction of
the weapons in al countries equally and without any
discrimination.

Talking with the visiting chairman of foreign policy
commission of the Canadian Parliament Bill Graham at
a meeting here Tuesday, Larijani added that during the
eight-year Iragi imposed war (1980-1988) it became
clear to the world that Iran’s stance against using chem-
ical  weapons was not a protocol stand and in fact, the
Islamic Republic of Iran itself was a victim of such
mass destructive weapons.

Saying that democracy is deeply rooted in Iran,
he indicated that most of the countries’ propaganda
against the status of democracy in  the Iranian society
were malicious and unfair.

In the meeting, the Canadian parliamentarian de-
scribed the goal of his visit to Iran as to exchange views
with the Iranian officials on the common issues at the

international level.

also back the treaty.

Expressing satisfaction with Iranian support for the
CTBT, he called on other countries around the world to

Graham also described freedom of expression and
pressinthe Islamic Republic of Iran asvery ‘striking’.

The visiting Canadian parliamentarian then called
for further boosting inter-parliamentary cooperation be-
tween the two countries and invited the Iranian parlia-
mentarians to visit Canada.

lran, U.N. sign accord on
anti-drug campaign

TEHRAN - The Islamic
Republic of Iran and the
United Nations International
Drug Control  Program
(UNDCP) in Vienna Tues
day inked a cooperation ac-
cord on campaign against
drug trafficking.

The agreement was
signed by Secretary General
of Iran's anti-drug head-
quarters Mohammad Fa-
lah, and deputy chief of
UNDCP Pino Arlacchi,
IRNA reported.

Under the accord the
United Nationswill set up an
office in Tehran for the first
time for the anti-drug cam-
paign program. This office
is aso in charge of pro-
moting relations between
the two offices of anti-drug
campaign.

Arlacchi has visited the
Islamic Republic of Iran sev-
eral times and has thanked
the government of Iran for
its endeavors in preventing
the transit of illicit drugs to
the international markets
specifically through the Ira
nian soil.

Observers opine that the
inking of such an accord isa
symbol of Iran’s successin
countering drug traffickers.

According to UNDCP
statistics 75 percent of opi-
um, 30 percent of heroin
and morphine have been
seized and destroyed from

anding of misg

ramshahr in the course of the
U.S.-U.K. air raids on Iraqg.

Meanwhile, First Vice-
President Hassan Habibi told
Iragi Charge dA’ffaires to
Tehran Abdulsattar Mah-
moud al-Rawi here on Tues-
day that Iran is concerned
about recent military attacks
on Irag.

Habibi said that Iran has
always been against foreign
presence in the Gulf of
Oman and the Persian Gulf,
considering cooperation
among all regional states im-
portant and essential for their

Government approves over 100 plans
to facilitate non-oll exports

TEHRAN - The govern-
ment has approved over
100 plans to facilitate non-
oil exports during the cur-
rent Iranian year (started
March 21, 1998), said Min-
ister of Mines and Metals,
Eshaq Jahangiri.

He told the planning
committee of Hormuzgan
Province that the decisions
aimed at eliminating the
problems and lifting bu-
reaucratic regulations on
the way of export of these
commodities.

Jahangiri added that the
culture of exports must be
promoted among people

and efforts should be made
to improve quality of
goods.

The minister pointed
out that non-oil exports can
play an important role in
improvement of the ec-
onomic conditions of the
country.

Hormuzgan Province,
due to its special features
plays a key role in coun-
try’s economy, he said,
adding that with respect to
its important ports, the
province ranks first in the
volume of export and im-
port activities.

In another development,

a senior official at the min-
istry announced that over
DIrs 690 million worth of
industrial goods, produced
by its affiliated units, have
been exported in the first
three quarters of the year
(started March 21, 1998).

Deputy industries min-
ister for economic and in-
ternational affairs Ebrahim
Bahadorani told reporters
that a 25.2 percent decline
was recorded in the value
of goods exported in the
nine month period com-
pared to the corresponding
time last year.

Bahadorani said that

Dlrs 1.147 billion worth of
industrial goods were sup-
posed to be exported this
year.Despite prediction of
an eight percent growth in
export of commodities in
the Second Five-Year Ec-
onomic Development Plan
(1995-1999), the Industries
Ministry had estimated a 15
percent increase in export
of industrial goods in the
said period, said Ba-
hadorani.

He said the volume of
exports by units affiliated
to the Industries Ministry
in 1996 and 1997 exceeded
the target figures of Dlrs

187 million and Dlrs 86
million.

He said that several
technical and engineering
projects, worth RIs 71 mil-
lion, have been imple-
mented so far by Iranian
experts abroad. He added
that a number of other pro-
jects, valued at Dlrs 207
million, are also under im-
plementation in Central
Asian and African states
now.

the international drug traf-
fickers with the efforts of the

law enforcement who are
fighting the evil gangs.

In another development,
representatives from Geor-
gia, Armenia and Iran in
Tehran on Tuesday reviewed
cooperation in international

campaign  against  drug
smugglers.
During the meeting,

Georgian Ambassador to
Tehran Jamshid Giunashvili
praised Iran’s efforts to es-
tablish peace and stability in
the region.

Expressing  satisfaction
with the level of Tehran-

Thilis relations, he ex-
pressed hope that Iran-
GeorgiasArmenia trilateral

cooperation in fighting drug
trafficking will bear fruit.
Meanwhile, the Ar-
menian official in charge of
anti-narcotics campaign
praised Iran's anti-drug ef-
forts over the past few years.
He stressed that without
cooperation of the neigh-
boring states, anti-drug cam-
paign will get nowhere.
Javad Heshmati, deputy
Iranian secretary of anti-

narcotics campaign head-
quarters, voiced the Islamic
Republic’s  readiness to
cooperate with the neigh-
boring countries to struggle
against international drug
smugglers.

Over 30,000 Iranian law
enforcement forces are sta
tioned along eastern borders
to confront drug traffickers.

During the meeting, a
draft plan on trilateral coop-
eration between lIran, Ar-
menia and Georgia con-
cerning fighting  against
international drug smugglers
were also reviewed.

New facilities for
Investors in Chabahar

TEHRAN - Those in-
vestors who start construc-
tion operation for industrial
units especialy convertible
industries and  packaging
units in Chabahar Free Trade
and Industrial Zone, by the
end of next January, will
take advantage of especial
facilities.

Speaking to reporters,
Managing Director of Chab-
ahar Free Trade and In-
dustrial Zone, Alireza Shir-
vani, said that the investors

leon 1ts soll

interests.

He said that as chairman
of the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC) Iran
is after expansion of coop-
eration among Musdim
states, considering the pres-
ence of foreign forces as be-
ing detrimental to the region.

Successful convention of
the OIC summit meet in
Tehran paved the way for
cooperation  between Iran
and Iraqg, said Habibi, stress-
ing that activation of joint
commission and speedy set-
tlement of disputes over
POWs (prisoners of war) and
those missing in action.

Al-Rawi hailed as “cou-
rageous and principled” the
stance taken by Iran vis-a-vis
the recent U.S.-UK military
strike against Irag.

He praised President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s proposal
on dialog amongst civiliza-
tions as one of the best and
most important proposals of-
fered so far.

He added that activation
of joint commission can be a
way to promote and further
expand bilateral relations.

He hailed Iran’s regional
and international role in
view of its chairmanship of
the OIC and called for all-
out expansion of mutual
cooperation.
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will aso be exempted from
custom duties for import of
machinery and raw materials
for aperiod of three years.

Furthermore, he added,
the units will be exempted
from taxes for a period of
15 years after coming on
stream.

Shirvani said some 50
percent of their needed lands
will be discounted and 50
other percent will be paid by
installments within  three-
year. They will aso be ex-
empted from any charges for
issuance of business card
and construction permit for
the industrial units, he said,
adding providing the units,
within two days, with tele-
phone line are among other
facilities which will be of-

feredtothe investors.
According to the official,
the first winter festival of
Chabahar zone will be held
on the occasion of the 20th

anniversary of the  Islam-
ic Revolution.
Referring to the im-

portance of Chabahar for its
access to the member states
of the Economic Coop-
eration Organization (ECO)
and the Association of South
East Asian Nations (AS
EAN), he said that Chabahar
isa gateway for access to
world markets.

He added that by the end
of the current year, March
21, some RIs 704 million in
investment will have been
made in Chabahar Free
Trade and Industrial Zone.

Chinesejournalist to illustrate
Iran’s attractions

TEHRAN - A Chinese
journalist with her admirable
painting talent is to produce
artistic works of her observa-
tions from the attractions in
Iran.

Ms. Yang Lin Lin, a col-
umnist in a Chinese econom-
ic dally who visited Iran
along with a press delegation
two months ago, has chosen
various subjects for her
paintings. The journalist who
has aready finished two
works, told IRNA here that
one is the tomb of the re-
nowned Iranian poet Hafez
and the other the portrait of

an Iranian woman.

She said she will pro-
duce 30 other paintings of
what she has observed in
Iran and then will set up an
exhibition of her works.

The Chinese journalist
who previously painted the
portrait of President Mo-
hammad Khatami, presented
her artistic work to the pres-
ident in her trip to Iran.

Yang Lin Lin who is
fond of Iran and Iranians, de-
scribes the country as fas-
cinating and its people as
civilized, educated and cour-
teous.
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