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Viennavoices readiness to
develop tieswith Tehran

TEHRAN - Austrian Secretary of State in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Benita Ferrero-Waldner said in Vienna on Wednesday Iran plays a very im- | N

portant and strategic role in the region, adding that Austriais willing to de-

velop relations with Iran.

She told Iranian Ambassador to Austria Ebrahim Rahim-Pour that ap-
propriate grounds exist for exchange of views and dialog between the two

countries.

The two officias reviewed the Iranian economic and diplomatic relations

with Austriaas well as with the European Union (EU).
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Political partiesliasons
between people, government

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said on
Wednesday presence of the
people at the scenes and re-
alization of their right to de-
termine their own fate have
been amongst major goals of
the Islamic Revolution, add-
ing that the establishment of
the political parties would
greatly help the cause.

In a meeting with the
founding members of the Is-
lamic Iran Solidarity Party,
Khatami further stated that
political parties can aso
oversee the affairs on behalf
of the people.

President Khatami was
quoted by IRNA as saying
that constitutionalism and re-
publicanism,  while being
generally new concepts, are
not alien to Ilam.

Stating that governments
should be founded on their
people's will, Khatami
stressed that this concept is
in total agreement with Islam
and the Iranian constitution.

Khatami acknowledged
existence of different views

on ‘the civil society’, but
added that the common de-
nominator amongst al
views is the need for in-
dtitutions to act as liasons
between the people and the
government.

“Naturally in a society
like Iran with 60 million
population, voice of every
individual can't be heard, so
that political parties are or-
ganized to channel the peo-
ple’'sdemands,” he said.

On the background of
political parties in Iran, the
president said that formerly,
the political parties were im-
posed “from above or from
abroad,” and that they failed
to form a natural re-
lationship with the people.

But thanks to the Islam-
ic Revolution, the people
now determine their own
fate and grounds are pre-
pared for establishment of
the civil ingtitutions in-
cluding healthy political
parties, he added.

The people should be
trusted, they have a right to

elect or to be €elected, the
president said in reference to
the upcoming Islamic coun-
cils elections.

In another development,
the president told a gathering
of members the supervisory
council of the national radio
and television (IRIB), that it
is the duty of IRIB to reflect
the outlooks of the Islamic
system and at the sametime
give exposure to various
views and provide a venue.

The supervisory council
consists representatives from
the three branches of govern-
ment.

Khatami  further re-
minded the representatives
of their responsibility to ad-
dress ways of securing the
interests of the Idamic Re-
public.

Stressing the importance
of harmony amongst the
three branches of the gov-
ernment and IRIB in achiev-
ing suitable supervision of
the body, Khatami called for
formulation of a plan to bet-
ter carry out the said task.

Iran, Canada call for worldwide
ban on nuclear weapons

TEHRAN - Vice
Speaker of the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis)
Hassan Rowhani here on
Wednesday told the visiting
Chairman of the Foreign
Policy Commission of the
Canadian Parliament Bill
Graham that stockpiles of
nuclear, chemical and bio-
logical weapons in posses-
sion of the Zionist regime is
a danger to the region and
the world, IRNA reported.

Rowhani said Iran has
had an effective role in rat-
ification of the nuclear and
chemica weapons non-
proliferation treaty, adding
that Iran has been a man
victim of chemical weapons
over recent years, as con-
firmed by director general of
the Organization for Pro-
hibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW) Jose M. Bous-
tani.

Referring to existence of
suitable grounds for ex-
change of views between
Iranian and Canadian of-
ficials, Rowhani expressed
hope that relations between
Tehran and Ottawa would
further expand in political,
economic and parliamentary
fields.

He aso called for coop-
eration between Iranian and
Canadian parliamentary
groups at the spring session
of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) in pursuing
Iran’s proposal to dismantle
atomic weapons al over the
world.

He said foreign forces

ISlamic TV

channel to

be launched
In India

TEHRAN - A new tele-
vision channel in Urdu will
soon be launched in Hy-
derabad, India, with the ob-
jective of projecting the true
and correct image of Islam
and Mudlims. It will aso
strive to inform the Muslims
about their educational, ec-
onomic and social problems
in Indig, said a visiting In-
dian journalist connected
with the project who was in
Jeddah recently.

The station is to be
known as the Faak tele-
vision and broadcasting sta-
tion and it will start beaming
its programs from the Hy-
derabad TV dtation studios
on February 20, 1999.

The programs will be in
the Urdu language, and it
will be operating on a 24-
hour basis, Syed Taruj, ed-
itor-in-chief at the proposed
project, told a gathering of
Indian Muslims during his
stay in Jeddah.

The first three hours
each morning will be ded-
icated to programs related
to the recitation and inter-
pretation of the Holy Quran,
highlighting Islam’s basic
beliefs and fundamental
teachings and tenets, IRNA
reported.

should leave the Persian
Gulf region as soon as pos-
sible because their presence
will further jeopardize the
security in the region.

He condemned willful
strikes on Iragi residential ar-
eas by joint forces as well as
landing of some missiles in
the Iranian territory, adding
that Iran believes al meas-
ures in relations to Irag
should bein line with the Se-
curity Council resolutions.

Turning to the issue of
Iranian nuclear projects, Ro-
whani noted that Iran’ s activ-
ities have been within the
framework of peaceful use
of atomic energy and under
the supervision of the Inter-
national Atomic  Energy
Agency (IAEA).

Elsewhere in his re
marks, Hojatoleslam Ro-

whani highlighted success-
ful efforts of Iranian armed
forces in combating drugs
and drugs trafficking.

Graham for his part
thanked Iran for supporting
Canadian campaign to win a
seat on the Security Council
and expressed hope  that
Tehran-Ottawa bilateral re-
lations will further expand.

He said that Iran’s view-
points on the nuclear and
mass destruction weapons
are very close to those of
Canada, and that Canadian
officials believe that pro-
duction of atomic weapons
should be banned world-
wide.

He called for exchange
of parliamentary delegations
between Iran and Canada to
help converge the two coun-
tries views.

Tehran demands U.S.
apology for violation
of alr space

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi called
on the United States Wednesday to apologize for its viola-
tion of Iran’s air space and the landing of a U.S. missile

in the Iranian territory.

The public opinion in Iran will never accept aliens vi-
olation of the country’s air space, and the Iranian armed
forces will respond to any aggressions against the coun-
try, IRNA quoted Kharrazi as saying.

He stressed that his ministry has taken necessary dip-
lomatic and international measures to defend Iran’s le-
gitimate rights, the Foreign Ministry’s report added.

Kharrazi further said the United States should com-
pensate Iran for the damages, including non-material
damages as the result of the violation of the Iranian air

space.

In December, another U.S. cruise missile landed in
Iran’s southern city of Khorramshahr.

Earlier on the day, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Ham-
id Reza Asefi outlined the measures taken by his ministry
following the landing of a U.S. missile In the Iranian ter-

ritory on Monday.

He said, “as soon as we were informed of the event,
inquiries were made from the officials in charge and due
to the importance of the matter, Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi, personally, followed up the matter.”

When the responsible officials confirmed the incident,
the Swiss Charge d'Affaires to Tehran, Stefano Laz-
zarotto, was summoned to the Foreign Ministry to hear
Tehran's strong protest, he added.

In the meeting, Foreign Ministry Director General in
charge of Euro-American affairs Mohammad Reza Bakh-
tiari told the Swiss envoy that such hostile acts were by
no means acceptable by the Islamic Republic, Asefi said,
adding that Bakhtiari also called for an appropriate re-
sponse and making up for the damage.

During the meeting, Lazzarotto expressed regret over
the incident and pledged that the issue will be followed
up by his government and that the Iranian Foreign Min-
istry will be informed of the result.

A missile on Monday landed at a suburb of Abadan,
in southwestern Iran, during the U.S.-UK missile attacks

against Iraq.
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French insurance company to
cooperate in [ran’s economic projects

TEHRAN - Governor of the Central Bank of Iran Mohsen Nourbakhsh
and Director of France's export credit insurance company (COFACE) Fran-
cois Davier in Paris on Wednesday reviewed prospects for the involvement
of the French company in economic projectsin Iran.

COFACE official indicated the readiness of his company to collaborate
with Iran in those areas.

The governor of the Central Bank of Iran arrived in paris on a three-day
official visit Tuesday.

Iran, Ireland sign agreements
to boost bilateral cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi and his Irish counterpart
David Andrews here
Wednesday signed a letter of
understanding and an agree-
ment for Tehran-Dublin air-
way services a the end of
the third session of Iran-
Ireland third commission.

Kharrazi said to reporters
that the two countries signed
afirst draft of aletter of un-
derstanding for coop-
eration on academic and cul-
tural, and research, another
on tourism services, and mu-
tual support for investments.

He also said that because
Iran’s concerns on the health
status of Ireland’s meat had
been responded to by con-
cluding a health protocol be-
tween the two countries in
that area, Iran would buy
meat from that country as
soon as credit facilities have
been approved.

Kharrazi  said Ireland
aso welcomed lran's sug-
gestion for selling crude and
exporting petrochemicals to
that country.

Among other agreements
in principle between the two
countries is  extension of
mutual grants to Iranian and
Irish students for studies in
such areas as anima hus
bandry, agriculture and also
arrangement of educational
and vocational courses by
the two countries.

He said that he had also
discussed other topics of mu-
tual interest with the foreign
minister of Ireland such as

Kuwait calls for broader
cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - Kuwaiti In-
terior Minister Sheikh Mu-
hammad Khalid a-Hamad
as-Sabah underlined the
need for further expansion of
bilateral cooperation with
Iran.

In a meeting with Iran's
Ambassador to Kuwait Ali
Jannati, the official said his
country has provided the re-
quired facilities for the ar-
rival  of Iranian motor

|nformation system runs
Independent of individuals

TEHRAN - Information Minister Qor-
banali Dorri Najafabadi on Wednesday
the country’s information
system works independent of individuals.

Referring to the forthcoming 20th an-
niversary of the Islamic Revolution’s vic-
tory, the minister underlined the need to
safeguard the revolution and advance it.

Nagjafabadi also underlined the need for
bolstering of links between the nation, the
Leader and the administration, IRNA re-

stressed that

ported.

Unfortunately, he said, several people
have been killed in the country recently
and the country’s information system is
shocked by their murder, adding that the
enemy tries to create rift between people
and the officials through launching a psy-
chologica warfare. But,
through unity and solidarity of people, the

plot will be foiled.

Meanwhile, an informed source in the
Ministry announced here

Information

he stressed,

Wednesday that several agents who were
involved in providing night letters and
counterfeit documents have been arrested
and handed to judiciary officials.

Speaking to IRNA, the source added
that the agents were involved in publica
tion of pamphlets and letters signed by as-
sumed names such as ‘center for guidance
and public information’ or ‘36-million
member intelligence center’.

He added that head of the gang claim-

ing to have access to classified foreign

documents has accused government of-
ficials of treason. He sent his com-
muniques to different organizations.

During the inspection of the gang's
site, security forces managed to seize ari-
fle, documents and communiques which
were ready for distribution.

He added that the initial investigations

revealed that the man who is mainly re-

complex.

sponsible for the crime suffers superiority

Market analyst proposes
OPEC cut to bolster prices

TEHRAN - A further cut
of 1 million barrels per day
(bpd) by OPEC would push
the average price of bench-
mark brent oil up to Dirs 15
per barrel by the end of the
year, according to the Center
for Global Energy Studies.

But doing nothing, it sug-
gested, rates would stay at
around 11 bpd and with
weaker demand, even aver-
aging only 9 bpd.

In its latest monthly re-
port, quoted by IRNA from
London, the center, headed by
former Saudi Oil Minister
Zaki Yamani, believed that
Saudi Arabia may be amen-
able to an across-the-board
cut, but only if other OPEC
members deliver on  their
pledges.

Although it suggested that
in the current economic cli-
mate, Saudi Arabia'sreal ob-
jective is to preserve its mar-

ket share, it said that the
planned visit by U.S. Energy
Secretary  Bill Richardson

could alter its palicy.

“Rumor has it the king-
dom will be urged to bolster
prices,” CGES said.

Its view was that the mod-
est recovery in ail prices since
December would only be a
temporary respite because fun-
damentalswere dtill too weak
to stage asustained raly.

The price scenarios put
forward was that rates would
remain relatively flaa at
around 11 bpd for Brent
crude for most of 1999, ris-
ing by only 1 bpd in the
fourth quarter. This would be
with OPEC output staying
around 27 mbpd.

With weaker demand
growth of just 1 per cent, the
monthly report suggested that
prices could continue to de-
cline to less than 9 bpd by
the end of the year.

In comparison, if OPEC
cut a further 1 mbpd from its
current level with effect from
the second quarter, Brent
would rise to 13.2 bpd in the
third quarter and to 15.3 bpd
in the fourth, yielding an an-

nual average of 12.7 bpd, it
said.

Iranian trade fair opens in Qatar

TEHRAN - Qatari Min-
ister of Economy, Finance
and Trade, Yusuf Hussein
Kamal, opened the fifth Ira-
nian trade fair at the inter-
national exhibition center in
Doha, an international Arab
daily reported Wednesday.

Tens of lranian com-
panies are exhibiting a va
riety of goods like heavy
transport vehicles, oil and
gas products, health and ag-
ricultural goods, handi-
crafts, carpets, clothes,
wooden products, furniture,
plastics, and ceramics, Al-
Sharq a-Awsat reported,
quoted by IRNA from Ath-
ens.

The Qatari minister re-
veded that Iranian Energy

launches and their crew in
Kuwait, IRNA reported.

The two sides also ex-
changed views on the expan-
sion of bilateral  security
and border cooperation and
decided to form a joint ex-
ecutive committee to study
issues pertaining to illega
traffic of passengers, smug-
gling of narcotic drugs and
extradition of convicts.

The Iranian ambassador
also conferred with governor

of the Centra Bank of Ku-
wait and discussed with him
expansion of economic re-
lations as well as removal of
the impediments on way of
bilateral banking coop-
eration.

Jannati and Sheikh Salim
Abd al-Aziz as-Sabah agreed
that a committee comprising
banking experts of the two
countries explore avenues
for promotion of bilateral
cooperation.

Refineriesto be
managed similar to
companies

TEHRAN - Country’sre-
fineries will be managed
similar to companies and
will be supervised by boards
of directors, said sub-
dtitute deputy oil minister
Hossein Kashefi on Wednes-
day.
Speaking at the first
Qom Province's energy pro-
ductivity seminar, he added
that to improve operations in
the gas sector, regiona gas
companies will be formed.

Kashefi further said, “al-
though Iran is well endowed
with reach energy reserves
and has about 300 days of
sunny daysin ayear, instead
of using non-fossil fuel, over
97 percent of our energy use
is generated by fossil fuel”,
reiterating, “so far we have
not used our oil resources
productively.”

The Oil Ministry official
was quoted by IRNA as say-
ing that Iran has yet to reach
self-sufficiency in some of
oil derivatives, adding, “cur-
rently, out of 40 million lit-

Minister ~ Habibollah Bi-
taraf will lead his country’s
delegation at the joint Ira-
nian-Qatari commission
which is to meet on Sat-
urday in Doha amed at
boosting economic ties be-
tween the two Muslim coun-
tries.

Hussein Kamal said that
the current Iranian fair has
shown a big development in
comparison with the past,
pointing to the participa-
tion of a number of Iranian
companies in the fields of
energy, earthwork, water,

ters of gasoline consumed in
the country, six million lit-
ters are imported from
abroad.”

Kashefi stated that sever-
al programs have been im-
plemented for energy con-
servation and so far this year
(started March, 21) kerosene
conservation has topped one
billion litters.

With the substitution of
fuel oil with that of natural
gas, more than nine million
litters daily of the former's
domestic consumption is
conserved and exported, he
remarked.

Referring to the im-
proved quality of motor oil
production in the country’s
refineries, he said “currently,
the domestically produced
motor oil is effective up to
6,000 km.”

The better quality motor
ail, not only satisfies the do-
mestic needs but also pro-

vides for export op-
portunities, Kashefi
concluded.

medicine and health.

The minister added that
some Iranian companies
have already started mar-
keting their products in Qa-
tar and hoped that the Qa-
tari private sector would
cooperate with the Iranian
firms in  marketing their
products for the sake of de-
veloping economic and
trade links between the two

states.
About 65 Iranian in-
dustrial and commercia

companies are taking part in
the six-day fair.
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Ireland’s benefit of free
trade zones of Iran, fishery
cooperation, cooperation for
improvement of agriculture
seeds, rehabilitation of  fo-
rests, and improving tele-
communications and postal
services between the two
countries.

Kharrazi added that they
had aso discussed inter-
national issues including
drug fight and disarmament.

The foreign minister of
Ireland said that his country
would support further de-
velopment of EU relations
with Iran. He added that no
country has a right to im-
pose its own traditions and
viewpoints to other nations.

In another development,
Andrews said that since
trade congtitutes half of Ire-
land’s gross national prod-
uct (GNP), therefore the
country is for expansion of
trade tieswith Iran.

Andrews told Com-
merce Minister Mohammad
Shariatmadari  that es
tablishment of a sound and
continued link between Ira-
nian and Irish producers, ex-
porters and traders can be
helpful and effective in pro-
motion of bilateral relations.

Shariatmadari said that
Iran and ireland can coop-
erate in the fields of in-
dustry, mining, research and
job creation. He stressed the
need for increasing volume
of transactions and mutua
cooperation.

Yet in his meeting with
Construction Jihad Minister
Mohammad Saeedi-Kia,
Andrews caled for up-
grading Tehran-Dublin
cooperation in areas of mu-
tual interest.

Saeedi-Kia also called for
expansion of scientific and
technical  cooperation be-
tween Iran and Ireland.

In a separate meeting with

head of the Expediency
Council Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, Andrews

stressed his nation’s resolve
to expand its political, ec-
onomic and cultura re-
lations with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

He underlined Iran’s im-
portant role in the region and
in the world, adding that the
Islamic Republic enjoys a
positive image in the Irish
public opinion.

“Despite  the inter-
nationa tensions, Ireland has
aways tried to maintain a
satisfactory level of relations
with the Islamic Republic of
Iran,” Andrews said. .

Rafsanjani told the Irish
visitor that Iran views pos-
itively the  prevalence of
cam in northern Ireland, and
expressed hope that the re-
cent peace agreement would
be fully implemented.

He further stressed that
to have relations with the Is-
lamic  Republic, the Eu-
ropean countries including
Ireland should have an ac-
curate understanding of the
realities of the Islamic Re-
public.

Exchange of delegations
and convention of the third
joint commission can help
Tehran-Dublin bilateral re-
lations, and aso would lead
to a more balanced relations
between the two countries,
the ex-president said.

Rafsanjani aso em-
phasized the importance of
expanding political relations
between the two countries
parallel with bilateral ec-
onomic ties.

Iran-U.N. cooperation
on anti-drug campaign
expanding

TEHRAN - Secretary of lran’s anti-narcotics campaign
headquarters Mohammad Fallah said in Vienna that Iran and
the United Nations are expanding cooperation in the area of

anti-drug campaign.

He made the remark in a press conference after an agree-
ment was inked with deputy U.N. secretary general and ex-
ecutive secretary of the U.N. anti-drug campaign, Pino Arlacchi.

He said that according to the agreement, the U.N. will open an
office in Tehran within one month. This, he said, will pave the
way for further expansion of U.N.-lran cooperation on anti-drug
campaign. Supporting Iran’s anti-narcotics activities, holding re-
giona meetings to encourage other countries to observe inter-
national agreements on drugs and implementation of anti-
narcatics plans and projects will be among achievements of the
establishment of Tehran office, IRNA in Vienna quoted him as

saying.

Answering a question on cooperation between Iran, the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) and the U.S. on fighting against drug, Fallah
said that Iran is in favor of any such cooperation through the

United Nations.

On Iran-Afghanistan cooperation, he said that as long as a
legal and broad-based government is not established in the
war-torn country, such cooperation will be impossible.

Afghanistan is one of the narcotics producing regions in the
world, he said adding that the produced drugs are transited to
western European markets vialran.

Fallah regretted that Iran’s efforts to fight against transfer
of narcotics to Europe has resulted in distribution of drugsin-

side the country.

Naturally, drug smugglers are not willing to distribute and
sell their narcotics inside Iran because selling the drugs in West
is more profitable. But Iran’s policy is based on fight against
production, distribution and transfer of narcotic drugs anywhere

in the world.

Experts are well aware that distribution of drugs in Iran is
an indication of Iran’s success in preventing the transfer of
drugs to Western markets, he stressed.

Some 2,620 members of the law enforcement forces in Iran
have been martyred in the course of conflicts with drug traffick-
ersin the past 16 years, he said adding that some 25 tons of her-
oine and morphine and 150 tons of opium were seized by the
forcesin 1998 (excluding December).

The figures show an increase of 30 tons of opium compared
to the amount of drugs seized in the preceding year, Fallah added.

Iran Air to fly pilgrims
to Jeddah from 16 Iranian cities

TEHRAN - Nationa air
carrier Iran Air will  transport
88,500 Iranians and 2,500 for-
eign nationals living in Iran to
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia for an-
nual Ha pilgrimage, Iran Air
Managing-Director Ahmad
Reza Kazemi said on Wednes-
day. Kazemi said Iran Air will

have flights to Jeddah from 16
cities from March 5 for 17
days. He said Iran Air will
have a total of 1,448 flights to
Jeddah to carry the pilgrims.
Kazemi added that Iran Air will
start return flights from Jeddah
to the Iranian cities for 17 days
asof April 1st.
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