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P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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INTERNATIONAL

TRANSPORT
AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.

TEL: 0181-7593985 FAX: 0181 - 754 9922
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Iran, Morocco sign accord on
expansion of cultural ties

TEHRAN - Iran and Morocco signed a letter of understanding based on
expansion of cultural, scientific and educational relations between the two
countries. The accord was inked at the end of a three-day visit of Iranian

Minister of Culture and Higher Education Mostafa Moin to Rabat which | N

ended Friday. Exchange of researchers and professors between the two coun-
tries to participate in scientific, educational and research seminarsin each of
the two countries as well as joint cooperation in compilation of Islamic en-
cyclopedia were stressed in the letter of understanding signed by the two
countries’ senior officials. During his visit to Morocco which took place at
the invitation of his Moroccan counterpart Najib Zerouali, Moin met with
senior officials of that country including Prime Minister Abd al-Latif

li. He also inspected some research and educational centersin Rabat.
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Nationwide ceremonies
mark revolution anniversary

TEHRAN - Twenty mil-
lion school students joined
other dratain the society to
renew alegiance with the
ideals of the Founder of the

Isamic Republic, Imam
Khomeini, when school
bells rang throughout the

country Monday morning.

The ‘revolution bells
rang at 9:33 hours local time
(6:03 GMT) simultaneously
with the return to the coun-
try of Imam Khomeini, after
15 years of exile, in 1979.

The students, chanting
revolutionary slogans, re-
iterated their firm resolveto
continue the path of the Is-
lamic Revolution.

Meanwhile, bells were
sounded at Zoroastrian
schools and fire temples
throughout the country to
welcome the launch of the
‘Ten-Day  Dawn’ cer-
emonies.

Leader of lranian Zo-
roastrians Rostam Shahrzadi
told IRNA that Zoroastrians
residing in Tehran will at-
tend the mausoleum of
Imam Khomeini to renew
allegiance with his sublime
ideals. Underlining the ex-
isting amity between Zo-
roastrians and  Muslims in
Iran, he said that Iranian Zo-
roastrians will celebrate the
revolution anniversary by
organizing different pro-
grams, including sports con-
tests.

He further remarked that

Zoroastrians will also par-
ticipate in nationwide rallies
on February 11, marking the
climax of the victory of the
Islamic Revolution.

Church bells were also
tolled in West Azarbaijan
Province, northwestern Iran,
as Iranian Christians residing
in the province too celebrat-
ed the 20th anniversary of
the revolution.

The ceremonies were
held by followers of Assyr-
ian-Chaldean, Catholic, Ev-
angellic and  Armenian
churches.

Some 8,500 Christians,
mostly Armenians and As
syrians, are residing in the
provincia cities.

Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei paid tribute to
Imam Khomeini and martyrs
of the Islamic Revolution
and 1980-1988 Irag-lran
war, on Monday.

The Imam’s return back
home after 15 years of exile
coincides with the beginning
of Ten-Day Dawn celebra
tions marking the an-
niversary of the triumph of
the Islamic Revolution (Feb-

ruary 1-11).
President Mohammead
Khatami and his cabinet

ministers also attended a spe-
cia ceremony at the mau-
soleum Sunday.

At the end of the cer-
emony President Khatami
told reporters that today the

Iran, Qatar review
economic cooperation

TEHRAN - lran’s En-
ergy Minister Habibollah Bi-
taraf currently on a visit to
Qatar conveyed President
Khatami’sverbal message to
the Qatari Crown Prince,
Sheikh Jasim bin Hamad ath-
Thani  inameeting in Doha

The two sides exchanged
views on the matters of of
mutua interest and ways for
expanding and deepening bi-
lateral relations specifically in
the area of economic coop-
eration, IRNA reported.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
minister met separately with
Qatari Foreign Minister
Sheikh Hamad bin Jasim bin
Jaber to exchange views on
further promotion and
strengthening of the bilateral
cooperation.

In another meeting with
Qatari Minister of Energy, In-
dustry, Electricity and Water
Abdullah  bin Hamad d-
Atiya, the Iranian minister
discussed the two countries
bilateral relations and coop-
eration in the area of energy.

The Iranian energy min-

ister and head of the Iran-
Qatar joint economic com-
mission was in Doha to par-
ticipate at the second  joint
commission of the two coun-
tries and attend the final cer-
emony of the 5th Iranian ex-
clusive trade fair.

Meanwhile, the two-day
meeting of Iran-Qatar second
joint economic commission
concluded in Doha Sunday.

The Iranian minister of
energy and Qatari Minister
of Finance, Economy and
Trade Yousel Hussein Kamal
headed Iranian and Qatari
delegations at the meeting.

The lIranian and Qatari
delegations in their meeting
reviewed ways to further ex-
pand and bolster bilateral
cooperation particularly in
economic and industrial areas
and called on the two nations'
traders  to invest in either
countries.

They also inked a proto-
col for the bilateral coop-
eration in the economic,
commerce and industria
fields.

Islamic Republic of Iran is
one of the most independent
sovereign states in the world.

He said: “the Iranian na-
tion has been fighting for its
independence and freedom
for the past hundred and fifty
years rising against the
stooge regimes fully de
pendent on aliens.”

The Idamic Republic of
Iran, respecting people’s
votes, is moving forward
within the framework of Is-
lamic values, Khatami add-
ed.

Meanwhile, foreign
guests invited to the cer-
emonies as well as diplomat-
ic corps residing in Tehran
also took part in ceremonies
on Monday.

Senior Iranian military
and civilian officials joined
the guests and large crowds
of people who gathered on
the occasion to renew al-
legiance with the ideals of
the late Imam Khomeini.

The ceremonies started
simultaneously in 600 cities
and 30,000 villages through-
out the country. At the same
time, a number of hel-
icopters showered the tombs
of martyrs with flowers at
Behesht-e Zahra cemetery,
adjacent to the mausole-
um, in southern Tehran.

Judiciary chief:

and care, IRNA reported.

served in Iran,

not ajudicial one.”

ical ones.

tieswith Tehran.”

ambassador stated.

Tehran, Bonn must
avold rowsinties

TEHRAN - The head of judiciary, Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Yazdi, in a meeting with new German Am-
bassador to Iran Klaus Celler said that the two countries
should take careful and wise stepsto avoid rowsin ties.

He added that Iran expects that in the event of in-
significant rows between the two countries, Iranian and
German officials would resolve the issue with patience

Yazdi further stated, “given al the developments in
Germany’s domestic situation, Iran dose not have any
problems with that country.”

“Government in Iran is based on Islam and support of
the people and people do not think about anything else,”
said the judiciary chief, stressing, “the Islamic Republic’'s
legal system is based on Islam. Judiciary is independent
and no other officials can intervenein judicial process.”

Criticizing the U.N. for its use of human rights as a
political tool, he added, “athough, human rights are ob-
the U.N. human rights officials always
make excuses, using human rights as a political tool and

Yazdi said that the U.N. Human Rights Commission
has become a tool in the hands of some politicians, add-
ing, “in several countries human rights are severely
abused without anybody taking notice.”

He also remarked that human rights are often ne-
glected when the judicial issues are intertwined with polit-

Celler said, “Germany understands well the im-
portance of its relations with Iran and likes to have broad

He added, “Iran is alarge and important country in the
region and Germany likes to have sincere relations with
Iran in the context of bilateral ties.”

The German envoy also expressed hope that the bi-
lateral ties will reach a level to enable free flow of ideas
by the two countries scholars.

Germany will do its utmost to prevent judicial issues
from being intermingled with political ones, the German

nian Parliament.

Iran,Venezuela call for more
cooperation in oil market

TEHRAN - Speaker of Venezuelan Parliament Luis Alfonso Davila has
called for further expansion of Tehran-Caracas relationsin all fields.

Making the remark in a meeting with Iran’'s Ambassador to Caracas Mo-
hammad Keshavarz-Zadeh, he voiced readiness to expand ties with the Ira-
Praising President Mohammad Khatami’s proposal to
name 2001 as the year of dialog amongst civilizations, Davila said that the
new Venezuelan government is willing to establish friendly ties with in-
dependent countries, including Iran. He further underlined the need for con-
sultation between Iran and Venezuela in their measures to increase the il
price. Meanwhile, the Iranian ambassador said that since the two countries
produce 30 percent of the OPEC oil, they may play akey rolein reform of
oil market and increase in oil price.

Regional countries must be
aware of foreign plots

TEHRAN - Expediency
Council Chairman Akbar
Hashemi Rafsanjani here on
Sunday expressed concern
about intervention of foreign
countries in the region and
and its subsequent negative
impacts on the stability and
security of the region in the
long run.

Rafsanjani told visiting
Speaker of Turkey's Na
tional Assembly Hikmet Ce-
tin here on Sunday that Iran
is interested in expansion of
its relations with Turkey, es-
pecialy in the parliamentary
field in view of the common
religious, historical and cul-
tural bonds shared by the
two countries, IRNA re-
ported. Referring to Tur-
key’'s relations with the Zi-
onist regime especialy in the
security and military fields
as well asits negative effects
on the stability and security
of regional states, Rafsanjani
said that considering the
Turkish peopl€'s strong be-
lief in Isam, such a great
Muslim country as Turkey is
expected to remain on the
side of the world of Islam.

Pointing to lragi crisis,
especially developments in
northren Iraq, Rafsanjani
said that regiona states
should be alert vis-avis the
plots of foreigners in the re-

M PS 1Ssue notice to interior minister

TEHRAN - In a written
notice addressed to Interior
Minister Abdolvahed Mou-
savi Lari, 47 representatives
of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Majlis) requested
him to carefully study and
carry out the law on the Is-
lamic councils elections.

The written notice, read
at the start of Sunday’s ses-
sion of the Mgjlis, aso de-
manded the interior minister
to avoid practicing personal
and factional preferences.

It stressed that according
to relevant articles of the
councils €lections law, the
monitoring boards are re-
sponsible  for  supervising
over the Islamic councils
elections.

The MPs further em-
phasized that as it has been
clearly asserted in article 48,
rulings of the executive
boards on rejection or con-
firmation the qualifications
of candidates lack legal va-
lidity in the absence of the
approval of the monitoring
boards.

The MPs expressed “re-
gret” and “surprise” both
over the circulars of the In-
terior Ministry which, they

said, are mainly focused on
negation of supervision of
the monitoring boards and
over the interior minister's
repeated remarks covered by
the press that “despite re-
jection of dligibility of cer-
tain candidates by the mon-
itoring boards, their names
will be included in the list of
those running for the elec-
tions.”"

These remaks are
“openly against law,” they
said in their written notice.

In another development,
Deputy Interior Minister
Mostafa Tejzadeh said that
the Idlamic city and village
councils are in fact a man-
ifestation of people’'s par-
ticipation in the decision-
making process and ad-
ministration of the state af-
fairs.

Speaking to IRNA, Taj-
zadeh said that the councils
are ingtitutions which should
neither be commissioned by
the government nor by par-
liamentary  representatives.
Rather, he stressed, city and
village councils should be
totally elected by the people.

Tajzadeh who is deputy

Fajr film festival commences

TEHRAN - Some 41 mo-
vies have taken part in the in-
ternational section of 17th
Fajr international film festival
which opened here Monday.
The films are from countries
including Germany, the U.S,,
ltaly, Taqjikistan, Austria,
France, Canada, India, Yu-
goslaviaand Britain.

The festival is part of the
ceremonies marking the 20th
anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution.

The festiva programs
will be presented in two main
sections of the Iranian and in-
ternational cinemas.

Some 20 selected movies
will take part in the domestic
competition section of the fes-
tival. The international pro-
grams of the fegtiva are
meant to provide an op-
portunity for evauation of
Iranian films by international
standards.

The international com-
petition will include films
produced after 1996 which
have not been presented at

previous Fajr film festivals,
have not been shown on pub-
lic screens in Tehran before
February 1999, and are in
English or French or carry
English or French subtitles.

While each of the guest
countries may enter a maxi-
mum of two feature-filmsin
the competition section, Iran,
as the host country, may enter
up to three films in this sec-
tion.

A jury, whose members
are appointed by the festival
director, have prepared a list
of entries for competition sec-
tion. A 5-member inter-
national jury composed of
film makers and critics, will
award prizes which include
crystal Simorgh (griffin) priz-
es of best feature film, best
direction, best script, best
performance and the crystal
Simorgh of the special jury.

In the out-of-competition
section, motion pictures of su-
perior artistic merit will be
presented which cannot be en-
tered in the competition due

to limitations related to pro-
duction year or the number of
films admitted to the competi-
tion section, or the presence
of one of the films' producers
inthejury.

The  out-of-competition
section will aso include films
which have been sent by their
producers especialy for this
section.

A selection of outstanding
films presented at other inter-
nationa festivals, will be
screened in this section.

Films selected on the oc-
casion of specia events in
cinema, short or feature films
of documentary or narrative
contents which provide an un-
derstanding of the cinema or
cultural development in a ge-
ographical region; films of su-
perior artistic merit produced
before 1996 or recent films
not screened at any festival
will be presented in specia
screening section.

A special section has been
devoted to paying tribute to
the achievements of a pro-

Parliament earmarks allocations
for dialog amongst civilizations

TEHRAN - The Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) alocated RIs 10
billion to be spent on Pres-
ident Khatami’s proposal on
dialog amongst civilizations.

The parliament also ear-
marked RIs 55 hillion for
development of radio and
televison networks. The
fund was provided by raising
the development budget of
the Islamic Republic of Iran

Broadcasting (IRIB), IRNA
reported.

According to the budget
plan, RIs seven billion will
be spent on equipping the
centers for guidance of those
seeking job. The money will
be provided from the in-
comes of the centers.

The Ministry of Energy
was given permission to ten-
der construction of dams
with a maximum 30 percent

progress of building as well
as the water-network pro-
jects whose second-phase
studies will be approved by
the end of the year 1378
(March 2,000).

The parliament required
the Energy Ministry to an-
nounce procedure for part-
nership of investors in the
projects after the procedure
was approved by the govern-
ment.

ducer, a director, a screen-
writer, and an actor, and will
include selections of their
best films.

Another section will in-
clude outstanding films which
focus on the active role of re-
porters in social and political
developments in a country, a
certain geographical region,
or the entire world.

minister for political and so-
ciad affairs and also in
charge of the headquarters
organizing the elections, was
commenting on views ex-
pressed by certain members
of the monitoring board of
the elections on reasons for
rejection of eligibility of
some candidates.

Reiterating that the main
criterion in the councils elec-
tions is peopl€e's participa-
tion, Tajzadeh said both the
executive and  monitoring
boards are duty bound to fur-
ther prepare the ground for
people to find greater op-
portunities to elect and be
elected.

Underlining political ma-
turity of the people, he said
it isinjustice to deprive them
of their right to elect.

Elsewhere in his re

marks, Tgjzadeh underlined
importance of unity as the
basic need of the society and
said that al should be mo-
bilized in support of the
Leader and for the success of
the government.

But, he stressed, unity
does not mean that a certain
group or faction should be
present in the scene and oth-
ers be forced to elect them.
Rather, he added, unity
means preparing the ground
for al citizens to elect and
be elected within the frame-
work of law.

As a result of the coun-
cils elections, dated for Feb-
ruary 26, mayors of almost
740 cities and counselors of
over 36,000 villages
throughout the country will
be elected by the people, he
said in conclusion.

Zoroastrians celebrate
‘Sadeh’ ritual

TEHRAN - The Zo-
roastrians residing in Is
fahan, central Iran, celebrat-
ed ‘Sadeh’ ritual which
marks the 100th day of the
winter.

The attendants recited
parts of their religious book,
Avesta, held prayers and re-
cited poems and then seven
little girls clad in white
dresses torched a pile of fire-
wood.

The ritual goes back to
8-10 thousands years ago
when Aryans had not yet im-
migrated to Iranian plateau
and were living in southern
parts of Siberia.

Iranians in ancient times

[ranian companies
to take part In Saudl trade fai

TEHRAN - Some 100
Iranian exporting, man-
ufacturing, industrial and
mining companies are to
put on display their prod-
ucts in the second inter-
national trade fair in Dhah-

ran, Saudi Arabia , next
month.
The Iranian pavilions

are to be set up in a 2,000
square meter plot of land.

This would be the larg-
est presence of Iranian
companies in the fair to be
held in eastern Saudi Ara-
bia and an unprecedented
event in which Iranian
manufacturing units would
put their products on dis-
play.

Participation of Iranian
companies in the far is
aimed at expanding mutual
economic and trade coop-
eration, absorbing foreign
investment and marketing
Iranian-made goods.

Iran is to establish a

commercial  bureau in
Dhahran in the near future
which can serve to improve
marketing of lranian com-
modities on Saudi markets.

Referring to the special
attention given by residents
of Dhahran to Iranian
products, he said that Saudi
Arabia is a very good mar-
ket for such commodities
as dried fruits, auto spare

parts, household ap-
pliances, dimensional
stones and tiles, handi-

crafts, canned foods, and
technical services. During
the seven-day international
trade fair, the Iranian of-
ficials and businessmen
would hold talks with Sau-
di officialson ways of ex-
panding mutual economic
cooperation, he said.

divided the length of the
year into two parts- big sum-
mer, which began from the
new year and went on for
seven months, and the win-
ter, which lasted for five
months up to the end of the
year.
Taking at the ceremony,
head of Isfahan’s Society of
Zoroastrians, Kahzad Ben-
shahi, congratulated the 20th
anniversary of the victory of
the Idamic Revolution in
Iran and caled on al Zo-
roastrians to massively par-
ticipate in city councils elec-
tions.

250 Zoroastrians are cur-
rently living in Isfahan.

Mohajerani:

gion, especialy those of the
U.S. and Israel.

He underlined the need
for resumption of trilateral
talks among Iran, Turkey
and Syria on regional issues,
Iragi crisisin particular.

Rafsanjani, condemning
the terrorist moves aong
Iran-Turkey common border,
said: “Iran will not allow any
opposition group to adopt
any measure against Turkey
on its soil and expects Tur-
key to do the same.”

Cetin said that historical
and religious ties between
Iran and Turkey will not be
affected by any country.

Turkish officials believes
that the territorial integrity of
Iraq should be preserved and
like Iran is opposed to inter-
vention of foreign countries
in Irag, he added.

He thanked Iran for its
proposal to resume trilateral
talks with Syria on Iragi cri-
sis and said that his country
is fully ready to participate
in such talks.

Turkey attaches high sig-
nificance to maintaining and
promoting relations with its
great neighbor, Iran and will
not alow any dissident
groups to get involved in
anti-Iran activities on its soil.

In another meeting, Ce-
tin told First Vice-President
Hassan Habibi here on Sun-
day that Iran is a friendly
neighbor of Turkey and An-
kara attaches high im-
portanceto it.

He said that his coun-
try’s policy is based on non-
intervention in other coun-
tries’ interna affairs and fa
vors expansion of mutual
cooperation.

He added that there are
numerous potential for ex-
pansion of bilatera relations

which should be used.

Promotion of  coop-
eration between Tehran and
Ankara would help restore
peace and calm in the region,
said Cetin, calling for expan-
sion of mutual cultural coop-
eration in view of the two
countries common culture
and history.

Touching on the joint
stances of Iran and Turkey
towards Afghanistan, Cetin
said that as long as a broad-
based government, com-
posed of al groups, has not
been formed in Afghanistan
there will be no peace in that
country.

Habibi said for his part
that exchange of visits and
views between senior Iranian
and Turkish officials can fur-
ther promote bilateral re-
lations.

He added that continued
cooperation can solve many
regional  problems and
strengthen relations between
Tehran and Ankara, as well
as among member states of
the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO).

He hailed as “good” re-
lations between Tehran and
Ankara within the frame-
work of the OIC, group of
eight developing countries
known as D-8, the ECO and
Tehran-Ankara joint ec-
onomic commission.

Current conditions in Af-
ghanistan are not in the favor
of peace in the region and a
broad-based government
needs to be formed in the
country without foreign in-
tervention, noted Habibi.

The Turkish national as-
sembly speaker left Tehran
for Tabriz, East Azarbaijan
Province on Sunday after-
noon, concluding his three-
day official visit to Tehran.
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Blasts shatter
windowpanesin
northern Tehran

TEHRAN - Following several explosions in northern
Tehran on Sunday evening, the terrorist Mujahideen
Khalq Organization (MKO) claimed responsibility for

The blasts which occurred at the crossing of Shahid
Hemmat and Shahid Aragi highway, in north of the cap-
several houses and damaged

An informed source told IRNA Monday morning that
claimed its agents had attacked the In-
formation Ministry building.

“Through this futile attempt, the MKO has tried to
please the global arrogance on the eve of the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution,” he

The informed source said the MKO had launched the
attack in the vain hope that they would be able to hit the

Meanwhile, eyewitnesses told an IRNA reporter who
arrived at the scene minutes after the incident, that they
had seen two assailants “who fled the area after throwing
percussion bombs or something similar to that.”

The blasts shattered the windowpanes of a number of

A fire department officer who was present at the
scene, said that no one was hurt in the incident.

A security official present at the site of the blasts,
said that extensive investigations have started to identify
the agents behind the explosions

The French News Agency (AFP) and the Associated
Press (AP) reported that the Irag-based MK O claimed re-
sponsibility for the blasts hours after the incident, said

Guidance Ministry policy
towards press unchanged

TEHRAN - “The res
ignation of Ahmad Bour-
ghani, as the deputy min-
ister of culture and Islamic
guidance for press affairs
will not effect the policies
of the ministry towards the
press,” said Ataollah Mo-
hajerani, the minister of
culture and Islamic guid-
ance here Sunday.

“1 as the minister of Is-
lamic guidance and head of
the board of super-
intendents of press would
continue to apply the policy
of open press but at the
same time expect the press
to abide by the press laws,”
IRNA quoting him as say-
ing.

In an answer to Bour-
ghani’s resignation in re-
lation to his possible im-
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peachment by the Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis), the minister re-
sponded that “I have never
tried to dodge it and that |
think today | am in a much
stronger footing in Magjlis
than at the time of my con-
firmation as a minister on
August 20, 1997.”

He also did not predict

any changes for IRNA’s
management.

Mohajerani said that the
Ministry of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance was a sup-
porter of press and the
press laws and that he con-
demned any form of vi-
olence. He expected the le-
gitimate organs to prevent
such occurrences.
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