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WHO chief praisesiran’srolein
promotion of its causes

TEHRAN - Director General of World Health Organization (WHO) Gro-
harlem Brundtland said Monday in Geneva that Iran, as the current chairman
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) may play akey rolein

development of the organization’s programsin the Islamic countries. | N

Making the remark in a meeting with the Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi, he stressed that the Islamic Republic of Iran is a very important

country in the entire region.

He praised Iran’s progress in the area of health and manufacture of phar-

maceutical products.

Briefing Brundtland on the latest health developments in Iran, Kharrazi
called on WHO to become further active in different fields of exports and im-
ports of medicines and vaccines and training of Iranian manpower.

TEHRAN - Spokesman
of lranian Foreign Ministry
Hamid Reza Asefi here
Monday hailed the recent re-
marks of German officials
about Iran as “positive” and
said the Islamic Republic of
Iran welcomes the stances
Germany has adopted re-
cently.

German President Ro-
man Herzog in remarks
made at the World Econom-
ic Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land, welcomed President
Mohammad Khatami’s pro-

posal for naming 2001 as the
year of didog among civ-
ilizations, IRNA reported.
German  Minister  of
Chancellery Bodo Homback
too, in remarks made Sun-
day said the German chan-
cellor would be pleased with
the forthcoming President
Khatami’ s visit to Germany.
Addressing  reporters,
Asefi said that such remarks
are indicative of the fact
that German officials have
become further acquainted
with realities in the Islamic

eration Saturday night.

Iran, Qatar ink protocol
on bilateral cooperation

TEHRAN - The Islamic Republic of Iran and Qatar
inked a memorandum of understanding on mutual coop-

The protocol was signed at the end of the second ses-
sion of the joint Iran-Qatar economic commission in the
presence of Iranian Minister of Energy Habibollah Bi-
taraf and the Qatari Minister of Finance, Economy and
Trade Yusef Hussein Kamal, who were leading the Ira-
nian and Qatari delegations to the session, IRNA re-

ported.

ative officias.

in Qatar.

economic,
the Islamic Republic of

years.

Iranian energy minister.

During the two-day seminar, a draft agreement on en-
couragement of joint investments was signed by the rel-

After signing the agreement, the Iranian minister re-
ferred to the good and consolidated relations between the
two countries, calling for further upgrading of mutual ec-
onomic and engineering cooperation,
expertise and technological know-how.

In the meeting, the Iranian minister voiced Iran’s
readiness for export of goods, technical and engineering
services as well as contribution to development projects

The Qatari minister in reply welcomed expansion of
technical and engineering cooperation with
Iran while lauding the Iranian
progresses in industrial and technological field in recent

He then underlined the need to take practical stepsto
expand mutual cooperation between the two countries.

He also promised to encourage the Qatari private sec-
tor to engage in joint economic cooperation with Iran.

Meanwhile, Iran’s exclusive trade fair in Qatar con-
cluded its work Sunday in a ceremony attended by the

Over 600 Iranian companies had put on display their
productsand services at the Dohatrade fair.

Iran’s embassy in Doha held a banquet on Sunday
night in which the Iranian and Qatari ministers along
with some officials from two countries participated.

and exchange of

Turkish Parliament speaker :

Turkey ready to expand
tieswith lran

TEHRAN - The visiting
speaker of Turkish National
Assembly  Hikmet  Cetin
voiced his country’s readi-
ness to take measures to up-
grade the level of Tehran-
Ankaratraderelations.

Making the remark in a
meeting with East Azarbaijan
Governor General Yahya
Mohammad-Zadeh, he said
that due to the existing po-
tentials in both countries, the
level of bilatera trade is low,
IRNA quoted him as saying.

Mohammad-Zadeh called
for formation of joint cham-
ber of commerce between
Tabriz and Turkish border
provinces and the cities of |s-

tanbul and Ezmir.

He stressed that expan-
sion of Tehran-Ankara trade
relations will pave the way
for the Iranian businessmen
to be present in  European
markets and for Turkish
tradesmen to maintain a pres-
ence in the Centrad Asian
markets.

Referring to  establish-
ment of a special economic
zone in Jolfa, in this north-
western province, he called
on Turkish companies to in-
vest in construction of in-
dustria unitsin that zone.

Cetin and his ac-
companying delegation ar-
rived here Sunday evening.

Kyrgyzstan hailslran’s
peace seeking efforts

TEHRAN - Kyrgyz For-
eign Minister Murt Bik Iman
Aliev said in Bishkek on
Monday that his country ap-
preciated Iran’s peace efforts
in Afghanistan and would
spare no efforts to support
it. Aliev told a press confer-
ence that Afghanistan isin a
hard condition and the prob-
lems it is facing cannot be
solved by a single country,
rather that's  something
which demands contribution
of al, IRNA reported from
Bishkek.

Situation in Afghanistan
aswell as production and ex-
port of narcotics from that
country have created prob-

lems for and worried Af-
ghanistan’s neighboring
countries, said Aliev, adding
that his country supports
any effort aimed at restoring
peace and cam to Af-
ghanistan and hopes that
Iran’s efforts in this respect
would bear fruits.

Cadling convention of a
peace meeting on Af-
ghanistan as “important”
Aliev said that his govern-
ment supports the meeting
whether it is held in Tehran,
Islamabad or somewhere
else. Bishkek is ready to
host the session and has sent
proposals to belligerent
sides, he added.

ETTELA'AT

A L France. ) )
FIFA president Sepp Blatter presented the award to the representative
of the Iranian embassy in Madrid at a ceremony which was also attended
by a number of world football starts as well as an audience of over 1,000.
A FIFA member told IRNA that Iran-U.S. play in France was one of
the most interesting matches in the world event and among the best.
Meanwhile, FIFA named France and Juventus midfielder Zinedine Zi-
dane as the best player of 1998 while Brazilian and Croatian strikers, Ro-
naldo and Davor Suker, came second and third, respectively.
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lran welcomes Germany’s
“positive’ gestures

Republic of Iran.

Terming the visit to Iran
of  Turkish  Parliament
Speaker Hekmat  Cetin as
“positive’, the Foreign Min-
istry spokesman said that sat-
isfactory developments are
emerging in Iran-Turkey re-
lations.

He expressed hope that
greater strides will be taken
in further consolidation of
Tehran-Ankara bilateral ties.
He told reporters that Deputy
Foreign Minister for Asia-
Pacific ~ Affairs Mohsen
Aminzadeh will leave for a
two-day officia visit to Tur-
key.
During his stay in Tur-
key, Aminzadeh will ex-
change views with Turkish
officidls on bilatera re-
lations, regiona and inter-
national issuesand Iragi de-
velopments.

Rafsanjani:

Iran reports Iragi
cease-fire violations

TEHRAN - In two separate letters to the U.N. Sec-
retary General, Kofi Annan, Iran reported cases of cease-
fire violation by Irag terming them as acts contrary to good
neighborly relations and the equal sovereignty right of the
two countries on the Arvand River.

The contents of the two letters, sent by the Iranian For-
eign Ministry to Iragi embassy in Tehran, enclosed with a
letter by Iran’s permanent representative to the U.N. Hadi
Negjad-Husseinian, were published on Monday as U.N.
documents, IRNA reported.

The first note dated November 24, 1998 refers to re-
ports by reliable Iranian officials that an Iragi gunboat in
Shatt al-Arab opened fire on an Iranian motor boat on Sep-
tember 9, 1998.

The second letter dated November 25, 1998 says that
an Iragi gun boat in Shatt a-Arab with two armed pas-
sengers stopped an Iranian fishing boat and stole the boat
and all personal belongings of the owner of the boat.

Calling on Irag to realize the mutua interests of the
two countries on the waterway, Iran called on Baghdad to
take necessary measures to restore shipping security and
safety to the Arvand River (Shatt al-Arab).

The Iragi embassy in Tehran has been reminded that
continuation of such irresponsible acts would seriously
weaken the trend of normalization of ties between the two
countries.

FIFA awards bronze statute,
cash prize to Iranian team

TEHRAN - The international football federation (FIFA) has awarded
a bronze statute and Dlrs 15,000 in cash to the national Iranian football
team for their fair play against the U.S. in world cup competitions in

UN envoy on Afghanistan
tovisit Iran, region

TEHRAN - The UN
special  envoy on  Af-
ghanistan Lakhdar Brahimi
is due to visit Iran and some
other regional countries in-
cluding Pakistan, Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia in mid Feb-
ruary, a Peakistani daily
wrote Monday.

The Urdu-language daily
‘Pakistan’ added that his vis-
it is to focus on talks with
the officials of the regional
countries on Afghanistan,
particularly the agenda of
6+2 conference to be held in
Uzbekistan, IRNA reported
from Islamabad.

The daily quoted dip-
lomatic sources as saying
that the lranian  Foreign
Minister Kama Kharrazi is
also due to visit Islamabad
next week.

Meanwhile, in another
article, the paper wrote that

People’ s vigilance neutralizes
attempts to divide nation

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council of
the Islamic Revolution Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani said
on Monday the enemies of
the Islamic Revolution are
now working hard to sow
discord among the Iranian
people.

Addressing a special cer-
emony at the mausoleum of
the father of the Islamic Re-
public, the late Imam Kho-
meini, Rafsanjani said the
enemies have embarked on a
conspiracy to separate the
Iranian people from the Is-
lamic Republic, IRNA re-
ported.

He said the enemies have
also targeted the young gen-
eration to tarnish the youth’s
clear and productive minds.

He called on the officials
of the Islamic Republic to
exercise vigilance to ded
with the conspiracy.

Referring to differencein
tastes among revolutionary
forces, Rafsanjani said dif-
ference in tastes is an or-
dinary matter.

“Some are more Catholic
than the Pope with high ex-
pectations and there are
some who could not tolerate
strict religious atmosphere.

“They express objection
to the current regulations and
are interested in liberty and
laxity,” he said.

Rafsanjani said the going
to extremes cause some in-
transigent people to enter
into rivalry with other group
advocating unlimited  lib-
erties.

“If the disputes are an-
alyzed in a critical debate, it
will be constructive, but, if
they lead to enmity, driving
some people out  of scene
in the name of intransigence
or supporting laxity will en-

danger the unity and prepare
the ground for entry of the
enemy into our ranks,” he
warned.

He recommended that
national solidarity should be
protected and going to ex-
tremes should be avoided as
well as slogans dividing na-
tional unity should be put
away.
Hesaid, “the enemies are
working to strike at the foun-
dations of the Islamic Rev-
olution and the mobilized
masses of people. Going to
extremes open the way for
the enemy presence and un-
justified expectations in the
name of either religion or
freedom are harmful to the
solidarity in the country.”

Rafsanjani said the re-
ligious leaders have aways
served to protect solidarity
among the masses of people.

“The clerics are capable
of safeguarding national mo-
bilization.

“They are required to
consider the requirements of
the time as the late Imam
Khomeini did,” Rafsanjani
said.

He said, “by honoring
velayat-e-fagih ~ (guardian-
ship of religious ju-
risprudent) and cooperating
with the government we can
well neutralize the enemies
futile attempts to divide the
nation.”

He recdled the late
Imam Khomeini's aspiration
and the emphasis he put on
the importance of the peo-
pl€e’s presence on the scene.

Rafsanjani said the vic-
tories gained by Iran in the
course of the sacred defense
and leaving behind the dif-
ficulties during the re
congtruction  era  which
served to consolidate the Is-

Navy launches
military exercises

TEHRAN - To mark the ‘Ten-Day Dawn' period
(February 1-11), the Iranian Navy launched two military
exercisesin the Caspian Sea and the Gulf of Oman.

The Navy launched Mirzakouchek-Khan exercise in
the Caspian Sea, northern Iran, while the Fajr-77 war
game was conducted in the Gulf of Oman, southern part

of the country.

Mirzakouchek-Khan was an Iranian freedom fighter in
1920s. He was born in northern Iran and led a campaign
against the then ruler in the northern Gilan Province.

The Fajr-77 navy exercise was held in an area of 6,000
square mile in the southern Chabahar navy zone.

A navy battalion equipped with destroyers, logistica
and personnel-carrier vessels and choppers and frogmen
took part in the one-week exercise in the Gulf of Oman.

Mirzakouchek-Khan navy exercise is being held in

Bandar Anzali navy zone.

lamic Republic are al in-
debted to the massive pres-
ence of the people on the
scene.

“If people observe unity
and step onto a single road,
they can overcome every
kind of difficulties,” he said.

He appreciated the ca
pability of the lranian ex-

perts in the field of science,

technology and industry and
said thanks God, the Iranian
nation has now become self-
sufficient and stood on its
own feet.

Pointing to the hostility
of the world arrogance and
the U.S,, he said, “if we had
not the present defensive
force, we would have been
a delicious bite for the u.s.
(to swallow).”

He said the reason why
the enemy does not think
about military aggression on
Iran is Iran's military
strength which has been built
up in the course of the sacred
defense.

Elsewhere in his address,
Rafsanjani said the achieve-
ments of the Islamic Rev-
olution over the past 20
years have been put on dis-
play, adding that when the
U.S. sees, through its sat-
ellite equipment, the Iranian
made Shahab-3 missile be-
ing put on display, it dies of
jealousy and can do nothing.

He said, “today, the Ira-
nian nation manufactures all
its defensive equipment in-
side the country including
ballistic missiles.

“Just for this reason we
can say no to the U.S. and
make their bullying back-
fire,” Rafsanjani said.

He praised the achieve-
ments made by the country
over the past 10-year re-

construction era in the field
of industry, science, tele-
communications, en-
gineering and petrochemical
industry.

“The world arrogance
never believed that religion
could become a basis for
sovereignty of a country and
legislation,” he said.

Before Rafsanjani’s
speech, the late Imam's
grandson Hassan Khomeini
welcomed the audience and
honored the memory of the
late Imam Khomeini.

Tehran-Islamabad relations
and the critical situation in
the neighboring Afghanistan
will be discussed by Khar-
razi and Pakistani officials.
It also claimed that the mis-
trust between Iran and Paki-
stan on Afghanistan has
cometo an end.

It further stressed that
Tehran and Taliban have ex-
pressed adesire to negotiate
with each other.

An official at Iran's em-
bassy in Islamabad, was
asked by IRNA to comment
on the recent claims made by
Pakistani press on  settle-

ment of Iran’s dispute with
the Taliban and Islamabad’s
mediation in this regard.

He stressed that such re-
ports are forged by the Pak-
istani press and that Teh-
ran's stands have been
repeatedly announced on dif-
ferent occasions.

The Idlamic Republic's
legitimate requests and prin-
cipled policies are clear, he
said adding that the murder-
ers of the Iranian diplomats
and IRNA correspondent in
Mazar-i Sharif have neither
been identified nor punished
yet.

TEHRAN

UNHCR hailsIran as an
exemplary state worldwide

- Representative of
United Nations High Commissioner for

the Geneva-based
Refugees

(UNHCR) Karol Fobrt hailed Iran as an exemplary state
worldwide for the wise behavior of its officials towards
refugees.

Fobrt told Governor General of the northwestern Prov-
ince of West Azarbaijan Ali-Mohammad Gharibani that
he was highly impressed with peaceful life of refugeesin

Iran, IRNA reported.

wards
shops.
of lran.

tend to the
iety.

Hereferred to Iran’s efforts to provide accommodation
for refugees as an outstanding example of the country’s
generous approach to the issue of refugees.

He thanked Iranian officials for their hospitalities to-
refugees and said that after inspecting refugee
camps, the UNHCR  representatives can provide refugees
with necessary support to set up self-employment work-

Gharibani said for his part that refugees have aways
been the focal point of attention in the Islamic Republic

He said the most important support the U.N. can ex-
refugees is relieving their employment anx-

The UNHCR delegation arrived here on Monday and
is to inspect five refugee camps in the province on Tues-
day. About 20,000 Iragi Kurdish
commodated in the camps which are located in provincial
cities of Orumiyeh, Khoy, Piranshahr and Sardasht.

refugees have been ac-

[nterior Ministry, elections monitoring
board exchange accusation

TEHRAN - The elec-
tions headquarters at Tehran
governor genera’s office in
a statement Monday crit-
icized the “irresponsible per-
formance” of the monitoring
board for rejecting the dl-
igibility of alarge number of
candidates for the upcoming
Islamic city-village councils
elections.

The statement accused
head of the monitoring
board Mohsen Yahyavi of
having exercised a selective
attitude towards laws and
regulations and argued how
could it be possible for those
whose digibility has been
rejected to protest against
the move while they have
not been informed of the
reason? The statement fur-
ther added that the mon-
itoring board should  know
well that approvas of the
cabinet ministers are valid
and thus  should be re-

Mines, metals minister:

spected by the board as long
as the contrary has been
proved, IRNA reported.

In a press conference on
Monday, Yahyavi and his
deputy Ahmad Rasouli-
Nejad accused Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari of acting against the
law and encouraging the
people to follow suit.

The two  officids
stressed that all should abide
by the law and refrain from
raising points which may
disturb the people.

Yahyavi voiced readi-
ness of the monitoring board
to study complaints re-
ceived from the candidates
in the shortest possible pe-
riod of time.

Rasouli-Nejad said that
they have asked President
Khatami to elaborate on the
relevant laws for the in-
formation of the interior
minister and his aides.

Government must ease monopoly
on manufacturing sector

TEHRAN - Govern-
ment’s investments in man-
ufacturing sector has not
been a successful economic
policy anywhere in the
world, said the Mines and
Metals Minister Eshaq Ja-
hangiri. He added “our pol-
icy is to curtail the govern-
ment's monopoly on this
sector.”

Speaking at a ceremony
held to inaugurate the * Taki-
stan rolled steel factory’, in
Qazvin, he called for mas-

UK minister contrasts policies towards Iran, lraq

TEHRAN - Foreign Of-
fice Minister Derek Fatch-
ett said Monday that Brit-
ain wanted to “engage more
effectively on matters of
mutual interest” with Iran.

With the growing con-
cern and preoccupation in
both the West and the Mid-
dle East over Irag, he spe-
cifically said “the role of
Iranis very important.”

In alecture to the Royal
United Services Institute
devoted to Irag and the fu-
ture of security in the Per-

sian Gulf, Fatchett took
time out to digress on the
contrasting approach to-
wards Iran, IRNA reported
from London.

He said that during his
recent visit to Abu Dhabi,
Doha and Cairo there was
growing recognition in the
region of Iran opening up
itsrelations.

The result, the minister
said, has seen “some
progress.” He attributed
much of the credit to the
role of Iran’s President Mo-

hammad Khatami.

He said that Britain
looked forward to “more
constructive relations” fol-
lowing last September’s de-
cision to resume full dip-
lomatic ties. He said the
UK was waiting for Tehran
to name an ambassador, but
hoped it would “not be too
long.” In his lecture, Fatch-
ett defended British policy
towards Irag, saying it had
led to a “new consensus.”
But he dismissed claims
that London aways fol-

lowed on the coat tails of
Washington.

Countries should have
the ability to take a differ-
ent line, he said and ex-
ampled the UK’s policy to-
wards Iran and its initiative
to hold the Lockerbie trial
in a neutral country as ar-
eas where the UK had a
“different approach” with
the U.S.

The foreign office min-
ister revealed that he would
be holding a further meet-
ing with Iragi opposition

groups but strenuously de-
nied there was a “hidden
agenda’ to topple Saddam
Hussein.

It is “not our re
sponsibility” to arm the op-
position groups or change
the regime in Baghdad, he

said. Change, he said,
would inevitably come
from within.

sive participation of private
investors in the man-
ufacturing sector, IRNA re-
ported.

Jahangiri  further said
that the private sector’s par-
ticipation in Iran’s economy
has not been up to expecta-
tions, but positive steps have
been taken to promote cap-
ital investments by the pri-
vate sector.

The mines and metal
minister stated, “definitely, it
is a fact that private sector
participation is crucial in
boosting manufacturing pro-
ductivity.”

He said, “so far, the steel
producing sector, with a total
investment of Rls eight bil-
lion, has been under public
ownership, but, fortunately,
recently severa privately-
owned companies have be-
gun producing rolled-steel
sheets.”

Referring to Iran as one
of the maor steel man-
ufacturing countries in the
world, Jahangiri added, “Iran
has exported over 800,000
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tons of various steel-based
products to Europe and
Asian countriesin 1997-98."

He aso said that the fig-
ure stood at 670,000 tons in
the first 10 months of this
year (started March, 21).

The initial phase of the
Takistan rolled-steel sheets
factory with a capacity of
100,000 tons annually, is ca-
pable of producing steel
rods ranging from 12 to 28
mm in diameter.

The initial phase of the
factory has cost Rls 27.8 hil-
lion in addition to 1.8 mil-
lion marks in bank-financed
private capitals.

Interior Minister Lari last
week announced that con-
firmation or rejection of the
qualifications of the can-
didates will be decided by
the executive boards, adding
that no other ruling is accept-
able.

Head of the elections
headquarters Mostafa Taj-
zadeh also  expressed regret
over the performance of the
monitoring board in re
jecting the eigibility of a
number of candidates who,
he said were approved by
the late Imam, the Leader
and the people.

In another development,
Secretary General of the Is-
lamic Coalition Society Hab-
ibollah Asgarowladi Monday
expressed the society’s deep
concern over the “un-
common and unlawful” as-
sessments  of the Interior
Ministry officials concerning
the elections.

Stressing that monitoring
is a redlity, he said that if
certain people intend to ig-
nore this fact and act ac-
cording to their own prefer-
ences, they must be stopped
by the government, especial-
ly the Interior Ministry.

Pointing to the efforts
made in the past few days to
remove the ambiguities in
this connection, Asgarowladi
expressed hope that such ef-
forts would prove effective
in forging closer cooperation
between the executive and
monitoring boards.

Elsewhere in his remarks
he voiced strong protest of
the society to the recent
landing of a missile in the
southern Iranian city of Ab-
adan and called on the For-
eign Ministry to seriously
follow up the casetill Wash-
ington’s formal apology and
compensation of the damage
is secured.
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