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|ran manufacturing fibre optics for
Frankfurt-Shanghai highway

TEHRAN - Iran is manufacturing fibre optics for the 5,500 km Frankfurt- | N

Shanghai information highway, Ministry of Post, Telegraph and Telephone

said in an announcement.

The ministry added that the fibre optics are being manufactured in the
Province of Yazd, central Iran, the only fibre optics manufacturing factory in

theregion.

The Frankfurt-Shanghai information highway, located on the Silk Road,
is 14,000 km long and 5,500 km of the road passes through Iran and Turk-

menistan.
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Turkish Parliament chief satisfied

| eader recelves youth,
gives response to their questions

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Isamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Tuesday received a group of
young  artists, sportsmen,
university students, theo-
logical students and high
school students and gave re-
sponse to their questions.

Tuesday, the second day
of Ten-Day Dawn period
(February 1-11) is celebrat-
ed in Iran as the day of “the
youth, self-belief, hope and
reconstruction.”

The young guests of the
L eader asked questions rang-
ing from social, political,
historical issues to cultura
matters, sports and arts and
the leader gave answers to
them, IRNA reported.

In the two-hour meeting
held in a warm and sincere
atmosphere, a  university
student asked about in-
novation of the young gen-
eration and the obstacles in
the way of the young in-
novators.

A young artist inquired
about the Leader’s views on
the status of arts and music
in the country. A young
sportsman asked about the
Leader's immediate feeling
when the Iranian football
team scored a goal against
the U.S. team in France
semi-finalsin 1998.

A university  student
said, “the late Imam Kho-
meini appointed you as his
representative to answer the
youth’s questions. Would
you introduce a repre-
sentative to answer the ques-
tions put forward by the
youth?’

A young girl questioned
whether expectations from
the youth are  the same as
those in the early days after
the victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

Another guest ques
tioned about the negative im-
pacts of factional attitudes
on the sentiments of the
youth.

A student asked the
Leader to speak about the
late Imam Khomeini  and
his characteristics and the
others put forward their own
questions.

The Leader's young
guests performed their noon
and afternoon prayers led by
Ayatollah Khamenei.

In another development,
President Mohammad Kha-
tami caled on the young
population to participate in
the city council €lections
(dated for February 26) to
indicate that their votes are
determining.

Addressing alarge group
of the youth at Azadi sports
stadium, President Khatami
said, “I don’t care about the
outcome of the elections.
There is no doubt that the
prominent aspect of the May
1997 presidential elections
was lively participation of
women and the youth.”

The president said “poi-
sonous winds are blowing
inside and outside the coun-
try and enemies are at-
tempting to separate you
from the Islamic Revolution
and the system.”

The president said the
finding faults with the youth
and terming their lively pres-
ence in the society as un-
Islamic are both a plot to
prevent the youth from hav-
ing active presence on differ-
ent social scenes.

“The heart of the Leader
of the Idlamic Revolution
Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei
beats for you and the pres-
ident is proud of you and
sees himself as your ser-
vant,” President Khatami
said.

“The Islamic Republic
believes in the youth. No
doubt whenever you entered
the scene the problems were
solved,” he said.

President Khatami said
the identity crisis has
gripped the world, but, the

Islamic Revolution has re-
stored the identity of the Ira-
nian nation and that of the
women and youth.

“Idam has brought us
the greatest prides. Islam is
the key to unity,” Khatami
said.

He said God willing the
current economic difficulty
would be overcome with
peopl€e's help.

The president expressed
hope that with the efforts of
the government and various
sections of the Islamic Re-
public the problems would
be finally solved.

President Khatami ex-
pressed regret over short-
comings in the education
sector and said the largest al-
locations have been made to
the education and higher ed-
ucation sector in the budget
bill, hoping that funda-
mental steps would be taken
to upgrade the education
sector. On creation of jobs,
President Khatami said the
government has given top
priority to creation of jobsin
its economic recovery plan
and programming has been
made in this respect.

“Our government be-
longs to the youth and it
treads the path of honor
thanks to the people's sup-
port,” he said.

On designating the year
2001 by the United Nations
as the year of diaog
amongst civilizations, the
president said, “if your
president’ s voice was echoed
in the United Nations, it was
because the world felt that
it reflected the voice of the
Iranian nation and the
young population.”

He said now the status of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
in the international arena is
strong and meritorious.

The president said the
youth undertook hard task in
the victory of the Islamic
Revolution and eight years

of sacred defense as well as
safeguarding the country’s
territorial integrity.

Khatami said the Islamic
Revolution, is the revolution
of the youth and the sacred
bloods of the youth kept
alive the fire of the Islamic
Revolution.

He said during the for-
mer regime Iran was strongly
dependent on the U.S. and
the slogan “neither east nor
west” isthe pivotal platform
of the Islamic Revolution
which led to the awareness
of nations as well as to a
multi-polar world.

President Khatami paid
tribute to the martyrs of the
Islamic Revolution and the
imposed war as well as the
war veterans.

Iran qualifies for semi-finals
in Dunhill cup tournament

TEHRAN - The Iranian youth soccer team, drawing 2-2 against its rival
from the host country in the international Dunhill
held in Vietnam, qualified for the semi-finals.

The first half ended while the Vietnamese team took the lead 1-0.

In the second half, the rival team scored its second goal (in the 78th min-
ute) after two Iranian footballers had been sent off.

Ali Baghmisheh and Pejman Jamshidi scored Iran’s two goals at the end
of the game (in the 84th and 87th minutes), both from moves from corner
kicks. Iran entered the semifinals after winning singapore 5-0 and being de-
feated by Russia 2-0. The semifinals are to be held on Friday.

cup tournament, being

with outcome of Iran visit

TEHRAN - Turkish Na-
tiona Assembly Speaker
Hikmet Cetin said in Ankara
that he had held helpful
talks with senior Iranian of-
ficials on expansion of bi-
lateral relations as well  as
parliamentary, trade, ec-
onomic, political and secur-
ity cooperation.

Cetin further told re-
porters upon his return
home, that the two sides
had explored ways of ex-
panding mutua cooperation
and exchanged viewson is-
sues relevant to Irag, the
Caucasus and Afghanistan,
IRNA reported from An-
kara.

He said that Iranian and
Turkish officials share sim-
ilar views on the need to
preserve Irag's territorial in-
tegrity, campaign against

terrorism and against drug
trafficking.

Cetin added that Iran and
Turkey stress that Iraq in re-
turn should abide by the
United Nations resolutions.

“Iranian officids have
said that Iran will not let
leader of Kurdish Workers
Party (PKK) Abdullah Oc-
aan enter its soil,”  an-
nounced Cetin.

He said that he had said
in reply to frequent questions
raised in the course of his
visit to Iran on the Ankara-
Tel Aviv military  coop-
eration that relations between
Turkey and Isragl will not be
against a third country and
Turkey’s ties with Israel are
like those with Arab and
Muslim states.

Iran and Turkey favored
formation of a broad-based

Rome determined to expand
cooperation with Tehran

TEHRAN - Italy’s Min-
ister of Foreign Trade and
head of Italy-Iran joint ec-
onomic commission Piero
Fassino in Rome Tuesday
stressed that his country is
fully determined to expand
cooperation  with the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in differ-
ent areas.

In ameeting with the vis-
iting lranian Minister of
Post, Telegraph and Tele-
phone Mohammad-Reza
Aref, the Italian minister
added, “we are aware of
Iran’s geopolitics and stra
tegical position in the region.

“Therefore we intend to
further bolster relations with
Tehran and with whole of
the region through the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran,” IRNA
reported from Rome.

Referring to the existing
level of cooperation between
the two nations, Fassino
said that the Italian govern-
ment and companies are

Parliament cooperated closely with
government for finalization of budget

TEHRAN - Speaker of
the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar
Nateg-Nouri here Tuesday
stressed that during rat-
ification of the fiscal bud-
get for the next Iranian year,
the Magjlis cooperated very
closely  with the govern-
ment.

“Over 95 percent of the
government proposals in the
fiscal budget have been tak-
en into consideration with
the approval of the gov-
ernment,” Nateg-Nouri told
IRNA.

“The government had
proposed the calculation of
the budget based on Dlrs
11.8 pb of oil revenue
which  was unanimously
adopted,” he pointed out,
adding that “the government
had initially predicted Dlrs
17.5 pb of oil revenue in
1998 and in 1997 the ail in-
come was caculated at
Dlrs 16 pb, however neither
of the predications materi-
alized.”

The Majlis speaker then
noted that there was a minor
difference of opinion on the
RIs 750 per liter proposed
gasoline price but it was
finalized to Rls 350 per liter
by the Majlis. However, the
kerosene and diesel price
was raised to Rls 100 per li-
ter starting March 21.

“In order to prevent the
looming threat to the en-
vironment, Mgjlis has asked
automobile producers to

Risen export of agricu

TEHRAN - Export of ag-
ricultural produce during
March 21, 1998-January 20,
1999 earned the country Dlrs
614 million, that was up by
30 per cent compared to the
export vaue of those prod-
ucts for the same period last
year.
The export vaue of in-
dustrial products within the
period hit Dlrs 1.277 billion,
down by 17.4 per cent com-
pared to that of the cor-
responding period last year.

9,213 Tons of non-ail

change the engine fuel to
the natural gas consump-
tion due to high consump-
tion of gasolinein Iran,” he
said.

Referring to the status of
civil servants, Nateg-Nouri
said “those government
employees who mature for
retirement  will be re
munerated by being paid a
full salary plus al fringe
benefits of one month for
every year of services they
might have rendered. This
will also include university
academicians.”

The Majlis speaker spec-
ified, “for the attainment of
higher government revenues
tax exemption for the com-
panies, revolutionary organs
and the foundations specif-
ically those under the super-
vision of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution have
been revoked. However the
Guardians Council made
some amendments on the
foundation taxation to be

based on Leader's de
cision.”
Nateg-Nouri said, “le-

gally speaking, neither Maj-
lisnor any of the govern-
ment agencies have any
right to make decisions re-
garding companies and
foundations working under
the jurisdiction of the office
of Leader of the Islamic
Revolution according to
written  directions of the
late Imam Khomeini, the

commodities, worth Dlrs
2.427 billion, were exported
within the 10-month period,
down by 6.9 per cent in
terms of value and up by
31.6 per cent in terms of
weight, compared to the
figures for same exports dur-
ing the same period last year.

Hand-woven carpets
congtituted 19.5 per cent,
chemical products 14.5 per-
cent and pistachio 12.4 per-
cent of total exports.

The export value of min-
erals was down by 13.3 per

founder of the Islamic
Revolution and father of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
and the current Leader of
the Islamic Revolution.”

At the end of his speech
the Majlis speaker felicitat-
ed the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah  Ali
Khamenei, the great Ira-
nian nation and families of
the martyrs, war veterans
and devotees on the occa-
sion of the 20th anniversary
of triumph of the Islamic
Revolution.

The Guardians Council
on Tuesday ratified the
budget law for next Iranian
year already passed by the
parliament.

According to the public
relations office of the Guar-

dians Council, the parlia-
ment made modifications in
several amendmentsto  the
budget law as required by
the Guardians Council and
at last the council ratified
the entire budget.

The parliament on Sun-
day passed Rls 276,215,162
million budget bill offered
by the government for the
next lranian year 1378 (to
start on March 21, 1999).

The Council of Guar-
dians composed of six qual-
ified jurists and  six law-
yers was established in 1980
to supervise elections and
to endorse legislation
passed by the Majlis, en-
suring that it accords with
the constitution and with Is-
lamic sharia.

Uruguay willing to expand
trade tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - Uruguay’s Deputy Foreign Minister Rodrigez
Pioli in a meeting with Agriculture Minister Issa Kalantari
Tuesday called for exchange of technical expertise and expan-
sion of trade between the two countries.

The Foreign Ministry’s news and information department
reported that Pioli also voiced his country’s readiness to ex-
port red meat, wool and grainsto Iran, IRNA reported.

He also expressed support for President Khatami’s pro-
posal for dialog amongst civilizations and added, “the pro-
posal can be agood basis for world peace.”

Reiterating that his purpose in visiting Iran is to follow-up
on the memorandum of understanding (MOU) signed between
the two countries in 1994, Pioli added, “the two countries can
make good progressin bilateral political and trade relations.”

Referring to Iran’s progress in export of various industrial
and intermediate products and petrochemicals, Kalantari add-
ed that Iran can have cordial ties with Uruguay.

cent at DIrs 33 million with-
in the period.

Meanwhile, the export
value of carpets and handi-
crafts was Dlrs 503 million,
down by 8.9 per cent com-
pared to the value of same
products during the same pe-
riod last year.

Export of pistachio with-
in the period showed a
growth of 103 per cent, tires
110 per cent, detergents 95
per cent, e€lectrica ap-
pliances two per cent, ce-
ment 244 per cent and ve-

tural produce

hicles 136 per cent compared
to the figures for the same
items last year.

Iran imported 12.5 mil-
lion tons of goods, worth
Dlrs 12.2 billion, within the
period, which down by 11.3
and 32.5 per cent in terms of
vaue and weight re
spectively compared to the
same period last year.

Dlrs 2.076 billion worth
of machinery, DIrs 1.142 hil-
lion worth of industrial and
electric instruments and Dlrs
795 million worth of iron-
ware were imported last

ready to enhance coop-
eration with Iran in areas of
telecommunications and
transfer of technology.

The Iranian minister re-
ferring to the positive re-
lations between  the two
governments, said that the
two nations are determined
to  strengthen the bilateral
ties and past cooperation in
the areas of tele-
communications and cellular
phones.

Fassino and Aref in their
meeting aso exchanged
views on the forthcoming
visit of President Mo-
hammad Khatami to Italy.

The Iranian minister and
his entourage inspected the
different  units of Italtel in
Milan.

The ltaltel company has
been cooperating with the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran since
1995 with the capital in-
vestment of DIrs one hillion
in the area of mobile phone.

Deputy lIranian Minister
of Post, Telegraph and Tele-
phone Mostafa  Davoudi-
Shams, Member of Parlia-
ment Abdollah Husseini and
the Iranian Ambassador to
Italy Ali Ahani accompanied
Aref in hisvisit to the Ital-
tel company.

Earlier on Monday, Aref
signed a cooperation agree-
ment with Italian Post and
Telecommunication Minister

Salvatore Cardinde to ex-
pand bilateral cooperation in
telecommunications.

Referring to the cordial
relations existing between
the two countries, the of-
ficials talked about bilateral
relations in various fields,
telecommunication in par-
ticular.

The two ministers also
agreed to cooperate in areas
relating to research and
transfer of technology, pro-
duction and export of vari-
ous technical equipment as
well as exchange of tech-
nical expertise.

The two sides aso
stressed the need for bilateral
cooperation to expand tele-
communication channels be-
tween the two countries, fi-
ber optics in particular and
strengthening of cooperation
between the two countries
public and private com-
panies. Expansion of coop-
eration in post and con-
ducting joint research were
also discussed by the two
men.

Aref invited his ltalian
counterpart to pay an official
visit to Iran which was wel-
comed by Cardinae.

The Italian minister said
that the exchange of visits
between Iranian and Italian
officials can be an effective
means to strengthen  bi-
lateral ties.

Commerce minister:

government in Afghanistan
as a means to guarantee
peace and stability in the
country and the region, he
added.

He said that he had aso

held talks with officials of
Iran’'s  northwestern prov-
ince of East Azarbaijan on
expansion of border trade
between neighboring Turk-
ish and Iranian provinces.

more than 2,500 years.

some Arab countries.

example of

UK challenged over
abbreviating
Persian Gulf name

TEHRAN - A researcher in political geography has
challenged the British government over its ambiguous
abbreviation of the Persian Gulf.

Dr. Pirouz Mojtahed-Zadeh asks whether it is not
time “to review the somewhat less than dignified posi-
tion of shying away from pronouncing the correct, com-
plete and historicadl name of the Persian Gulf for in-
comprehensible reasons,” IRNA reported from London.

In a letter to foreign secretary Robin Cook, he sug-
geststhat dropping the name of Persian from the Persian
Gulf was based upon “incomprehensible justifications.”

The start was traced back to 1962 amidst “Pan-Arab
euphoria’ to arabise al the names of people and places
in and around the Arab world, whereas the name Persian
Gulf has evolved throughout history and being used for

The researcher in political geography said that the ab-
breviation was rejected by Arab scholars until Saddam
Hussein of Iraq took up the campaign. He asked Cook
whether British support would only encourage Saddam
and hiskind in the Arab world.

He also pointed out that the UK’ s stance on abbrevi-
ating the Persian Gulf was out-of-line with U.S. palicy,
even though Washington also had even closer ties with

“The United States does not appear to see any rel-
evance in compromising principles and national dignity
for theserelations,” Cook was told.

Mojtahed-Zadeh suggested that it was a dangerous
changing the historical name of geo-
graphical places for political expediency that was not ad-
equately compatible with Britain's claim of wanting to
play aleading role model in the world.

Taliban committed to
punish murderers of
lranian diplomats

TEHRAN -  Taliban
spokesman  Wakil Ahmad
Muttawakil said in Dubai on
Tuesday that Taliban militia
are till committed to hunting
down and punishing the mur-
derers of lIranian diplomats
and journalist.

Iranian diplomats and
journalist were killed by Tal-
iban after the militia stormed
Iranian consulate office in
Mazar-i Sharif on August 8,
1998.

Muttawakil briefed Ira-
nian officials at a meeting
held a one of the repre-

sentative offices of Iran in
Dubai on the latest measures
adopted by Taliban in this re-
spect, IRNA reported.

The meeting was held fol-
lowing Taliban's request to
inform Iranian officials on the
efforts it has made to arrest
killers of the Iranian dip-
lomats and the reporter.

Iranian officials stressed
the need for fulfillment of
Iran’s righteous requests, es-
pecialy the need for speedy
identification, arrest and pun-
ishment of agents behind the
massacre.

Positive achievements made
IN export competitiveness

TEHRAN - Positive
achievements have been
made in  making export of

non-oil goods more com-
petitive since the beginning
of the Second Five Year
Plan (1996-2000), said the
Commerce Minister  Mo-

|damic cultural

program |aunched
In Britain

TEHRAN - A six-month
progran of Idamic culturd
events was launched in London
Tuesday with the support of the
Foreign Office.

Speaking a the opening at
the Inditute of Contemporary
Arts, Foreign Office minister
welcomed the series of events
being organised  nationwide,
IRNA reported from London.

“The truth isthat Idam isa
peece-loving religion and the
community is a peaceloving
law-abiding community,” he
sad. Anything that increased
“mutua understanding and re-
spect between cultures’  was
welcomed, he said. The minister
sad it was “dangerous’ to as-
sume Chridtianity and  Idam
would inevitably be in conflict,
giventheinfluenceof both  re-
ligions on Wegern societies
over the centuries.

He dso rgjected suggestions
that Britain's role in joint U.S.
ar grikes againgt Iraq was un-
popular among the UK's 25
million Mudim  community,
saying he believed there was a
“deep understanding of the
threat that Saddam Hussein rep-
resentsto Idam.”

hammad Shariatmadari here
Tuesday.

Speaking a the in-
auguration  ceremony  of
‘seven specialized  export-
oriented exhibitions'’, he re-
iterated, “the share of non-
oil  export in the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) was
less than two percent in the
Iranian year of 1376 (started
March 21, 1997),” IRNA re-
ported.

Shariatmadari added,
“implementation of a long-
term import-substitution pol-
icy, reliance of the domestic
manufacturing industries on
a limited domestic market,
lack of access to modern
technology as well as inter-
national finance and lack of
competitiveness among our
manufacturing units, all have
contributed to alack of com-
petitiveness in our exports.”

The commerce minister
further stated that the gov-
ernment's  policies to re-
move the obstacles existing
in non-oil exports sector are
included in its economic re-
habilitation program, in-
dicating the government’s
willingness to boost exports.

He added, “the country’s
statesmen are ready to accept
any logical and practical
proposal.”

He reiterated, “the mon-
etary value of Iran's in-
dustrial export is less than
Dirs two billion annually
which by no means is re-
flective of the amount of
capital investments made in
the industry sector over the
past 20 years.”

Cdling on the par-
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ticipants at the exhibitions to
consider non-oi exports as a
scared as well as areligious-
national duty, Shariatmadari
added, “non-oil  exports
should be prior to the  in-
terest of domestic con-
sumers.”

He said “necessity of
boosting Iran's share in
world trade and reducing re-
liance on oil revenues, man-
dates us not to missany op-
portunity in promoting our
country’s exports.”

On the occasion of Ten
Day Dawn period marking
the 20th victory anniversary
of the Islamic Revolution,
seven specidlized  export
oriented fairs opened on
Tuesday in Tehran.

Besides Shariatmadari,
officials from the Export
Promotion Center of Iran
(EPCI), producers and ex-
porters attended the opening
ceremony held at Tehran's
permanent trade fair ground.

Deputy Commerce Min-
ister and head of the EPCI
Mojtaba Khosrotgj said the
main audiences of these fairs
are foreign purchasers who
should be attracted to the

fairs through sound pro-
gramming.

He said if the fars are
held at internationa level,
foreign customers will have
more motives to participate
in the exhibitions.

Despite capabilities of
Iranian producers and high
quality of Iranian goods, Ira-
nian exporters did not have a
tangible presence on world
markets et, said Khosrotaj.

He cited different rates
for hard currency, in-
efficiency of export pro-
motion departments, and un-
familiarity of exporters to
rules and regulations of in-
ternational trade as main hin-
drances to the expansion of
non-oil exports.

Some 73 shoes and lead-
er companies, 106 furniture
and decoration companies,
110 lamp producing com-
panies, 73 producers of
household appliances, 67
companies producing de
tergent and sanitary products
and 85 clothes and textile
producers have put on dis-
play their products in the
five-day specialized trade
fairs, he said.
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