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Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.
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Iran ready for economic cooperation
with Russig, Tajikistan

TEHRAN - Iran welcomes trilateral economic cooperation with Russia

and Tgjikistan, announced Iran’s Ambassador to Dushanbe Rasoul Mousavi

on Wednesday.

He said that Iran enjoys deep relations with Russia and Tajikistan and I N

also believes that the trilateral  economic cooperation can help further ex-

pand trilateral relations.

“We are not seeking to establish an alliance comprising the three coun-
tries. For the time being we should study and identify our
which guarantee the interests of Iran, Russaand Tajikistan,” he said.

Since the two countries of Russia and Tajikistan are inclined to launch tri-
lateral cooperation with Iran, the goal can be materialized, concluded Mou-

savi.
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Iran, France to bolster ties, cooperation

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi in Paris
on Wednesday underlined
importance of Iran-France
relations and voiced Teh-
ran’s readiness to bolster bi-
lateral ties in diplomatic, ec-
onomic and cultural fields.
He aso called for expansion
of bilateral regional and in-
ternational cooperation.

Kharrazi made the re-
marks in a meeting with
French President Jacques
Chirac at Elysee Palace in
paris on Wednesday, IRNA
reported from Paris.

Pointing to the proximity
of views of the two countries
on regional issues, Kharrazi
said Tehran is interested in
more active role by Paris in
this respect.

He sad lran, as the
charman of the Organiza
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) is ready to coop-
erate with France and the
Western Contact Group to
find a peaceful solution to
crisisin Kosovo.

President Chirac said for
his part that Paris views ties
with  Tehran as com-
prehensive, adding that
France attaches great im-
portance to the forthcoming
visit of President Mo-
hammad Khatami to the
country.

Expressing  satisfaction
over growing trend of re-
lations between Tehran and
the European Union, Chirac
expressed the hope that Teh-
ran-Paris intimate ties will
further speed up Tehran-EU
cooperation.

Kharrazi also told his
French counterpart Hubert
Vedrine that President Kha
tami’s upcoming visit to
France will be a turning
point in Tehran-Paris re-

Defense minister:

lations.

Kharrazi said that Iran-
France relations have en-
tered a new phase and Ira-
nian officials welcome the
scheduled exchange of visits
between Iranian and French
officials because they be
lieve that such meetings will
be effective in consolidation
and improvement of bilateral
relations.

He said that exchange of
parliamentary  delegations
and formation of parlia
mentary friendship groups
can be helpful and effective
in strengthening and deep-
ening bilateral ties.

Vedrine said that parisis
happy with regular exchange
of views with Tehran, con-
sidering them as influential
in the relations between Iran
and France.

He said that French gov-
ernment intends to bring
about a fundamenta and
new change in its bilatera
relations with the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

He said that exchange of
delegations and promotion
of political talks between
Iranian and French officials
provide a suitable chance for
both sides to continue their
consultations.

He added that President
Khatami’s visit to France
will play an important rolein
upgrading and cementing bi-
lateral relationsin all fields.

Vedrine said that France
is willing to dispatch a sen-
jor economic, industrial and
commercial delegation to
Iran to raise mutua coop-
eration.

He said that France is
ready to sign agreements
with Iran on supporting mu-
tual investment.

Vedrine said at the sec-

ond round of his talks with

Kharrazi here on Wednesday
that Paris is interested in

having cultural cooperation
with Iran and implementing
mutually agreed cultural
accords.

Kharrazi said that Iran is
ready to have extensive
cooperation with France in
thefield of culture.

Expressing concern
about continuation of clashes
in Kosovo and massacre of
people there, Kharrazi
stressed the need for mo-
bilization of all facilities to
restore peace and cam in
Kosovo and alleviate hard-
ships of people in Kosovo
that are main victims of the
ongoing clashes.

The two sides also
agreed to explore al means
that might help  put an end
to the Kosovo crisis and aso
called for practical steps to
be taken to broaden bilateral
cultural cooperation.

After the meeting, Khar-

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Wednesday underlined the
significance of security and
free atmosphere in the so-
ciety as a prerequisite for
thinkers and men of thoughts
to enable them to exchange
views.

The president was ad-
dressing the opening session
of the International ‘Khaw-
razmi’ Festival in which he

*Shabaviz' helicoptersin final
stage of production

TEHRAN - Defense Min-
iger Admird Ali Shamkhani
said here Tuesday that * Shab-
aviZ helicopters are in the fi-
na stage of production and
will become operational soon.

Shamkhani made the re-
mark while visting the ex-
hibition on the 20th an-
niversaey of the Idamic
Revolution a thesteof inter-
nationa exhibitions in north
of the capita, IRNA reported.

The minister added that
various kinds of helicopters
will  be overhauled inside
the country in anear future.

Defense products have
reached the stage of mass
production in the country
and new production lines
have come on stream re-
cently, he pointed out.

Comparing the present
conditions of the country
with those of the pre-
revolution and the war time,
he said thanks to the efforts
made by Iranian experts, the
Idamic Republic has the ca
pability to produce and ex-
port technical know-how of
defense equipment and arms.

On telecommunications,
electronic and optic technical
know-how, he said before
the triumph of the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution, production

of such equipment was very
limited but it developed satis-
factorily  during the sacred
defense years (1980-1988).
On missile production tech-
nology, Shamkhani said Iran
has been able to produce Sha-
hab-I11 missiles thanks to the
efforts of Iranian experts and
engineers. The minister point-
ed out that engines of al air-
craft, both  passenger and
fighter planes, are overhauled
inside the country.

He expressed the hope
that the country would obtain
the technology to build air-

planes domesticaly.

At present Iran has
gained a unique status in the
region by building various
kinds of speed boats and
vesss, he said  the min-
ister pointed out that pro-
duction of various kinds of
vehicles, tanks and per-
sonnel carriers was very lim-
ited before the revolution
but the industry underwent
new developments during
the war years and at present
Iran can produce personnel
cariers, tanks, vehicles,
mini buses and vans.

Tehran to host green film festival

TEHRAN - The first
ever international film fes
tival dubbed ‘film-e sabz'
(green film) is to be held
here February 28-March 5,
1999, on the Internet, it was
announced here Tuesday.

The Environment Pro-
tection Organization said
that Internet  users through-
out the world, while be-
coming familiar with Iran’s
beautiful natural scenes, can
participate in the festival,
IRNA reported. Those will-
ing to take part in the festival
may present their specifica-

Kerman to host
International paleontology

conference

TEHRAN - Iran will or-
ganize the international  pa-
leontology conference on the
diversity of ecosystem in the
provincial capital city of
Kerman, south of country, in
April.

Director General of the
Natural History Museum and
coordinator  of the national
plan for ecosystem diversity,
told IRNA Wednesday that
the conference is sponsored
by a number of international
bodies, including the U.N.
Environment Program and
the World Bank.

He said that about 100
environmentalists, re-
searchers and  academics
will participate in the inter-
national event.

The official further add-
ed that given the ancientness
of the city of Kerman dueto
its ecosystem diversity as
well as existing undeniable
evidence proving the living
of dinosaurs in the area, the

conference will be held in
this part of the country.

An exhibition will also
be set up on the sidelines of
the international gathering
where a collection of rel-
evant activities of the En-
vironment Protection Or-
ganization and Culturd
Heritage Organization as
well as Kerman University
will be put on display.

Meanwhile, repre-
sentative of the Inter-
national Environment Pro-
tection Association Michael
Smart who is currently in
Kerman, told IRNA that
the aim of holding the inter-
national conference isto fi-
nalize findings of the group
studying Iranian ec-
osystems.

Asked to comment on
the main threat endangering
global environment, he
said that population growth
poses the main risk to hu-
manity.

tions on the Internet, the or-
ganization added.

According to the report,
this is the first time that a
festival is held in Iran by us-
ing the Internet.

The electronic book of
the festival will aso be put
on the Internet following the
conclusion of the festival,
the report said adding that
the book will include the lat-
est environmental research
works of domestic and for-
eign researchers, speeches
delivered during the festival,
general information about
Iran, information about
films screened in the fes
tival, and photographs sent
by those interested in en-
vironment from throughout
the world.

The report said that the
green film festival has been
welcomed by people from
all over the world.

razi told a joint press confer-
ence with Vedrine, that
France's proposals to settle
Iragi crisisis “interesting”.

He criticized “one-sided”
policy of the U.S. and Britain
towards the issue, saying the
time is ripe for imple-
mentation of  many plans to
alow Irag get out of the crisis.

Vedrine said for his part
that it is not possible yet to
find a solution to the issue.
He said that France's views
are on table but talks
should alow the Security
Council to come out of the
present deadlock.

France offered some pro-
posals in mid January on
working out a new strategy
for disarmament of Irag, Ve
drine added.

Later on Wednesday,
Kharrazi held taks with
French Minister for Econ-
omy and Finance Dom-
inique Strauss-Kahn.

Practical ways of ex-
panding bilateral economic
cooperation in energy, trans-

portation, car and airplane
manufacturing, exports in-
surance cover, banking af-
fairs, and regiona and
multilateral cooperation
were among subject dis
cussed between the Iranian
and French ministers.

Kharrazi Iran’s readiness
to expand its economic,
commercia and technical re-
lations with France in line
with flourishing political ties
between the two countries.

Strauss-Kahn underlined
the importance Paris attaches
to cooperation with Iran and
said France is interested in
expanding economic ties
with Iranin various fields.

Regarding the future vis-
it of lranian president to
France, both sides agreed to
prepare Iran-France future
agreements including im-
portant agreements on pro-
viding reciprocal support for
joint investments to be final-
ized during the lranian pres-
ident’s visit to the European
country.

thoughts in society

awarded 47 sdected do-

mestic and foreign re-
searchers and innovators.
Khatami pointed to “re-
search” as a means to fa
cilitate the search for redlity
and truth, adding that crea
tion of a cam and free at-
mosphere is a prime step to-
wards gaining access to the
truth, IRNA reported.
Underscoring the need
for promoting the feeling of
“self-reliance” in the society,
the president said the man
task of the government is to
provide a suitable ground for
researchers and scholars to
benefit from further facilities
for the progress of science.
However, he expressed
the hope that the government
will be able to take essentids
sepstowardsthisend.
Regretting certain “ back-
wardness’ in some areas,
President Khatami blamed
the shortcoming on “separa
tion” of government from
the nation which he said was
aresult of the interference of
foreign imperialist govern-
mentsin the past 150 years.
He praised the Idamic
Revolution for filling the
yawning gap  between the
government and the people
and said today both the gov-
ernment and the nation fedl
strengthened and by relying
on each other, are making

efforts for improving the af-
fairsin the country.

He said the Idamic Rev-
olution shattered the 150-year
old spell  of imperidism and
united the government and
the nation.

Paying tribute to the
founder of the Idamic Re-
public, Imam Khomeini, he
said that the Imam taught &l
that the governmentis  not
the master of the people, rath-
er responsive to them, serv-
ing them and acting under
their supervision.

He regretted the emer-
gence of adouble-faceted no-
tion in the society which in-
tends to shun law while at the
same time resorts to  iso-
lation, stressing that such a
culture should be eliminated.

Meanwhile, the president
remarked, the culture of
cooperation, in-
stitutionalization,  apprecia
tion of responshilities and
supervision of nation over the
government should become
further consolidated in the so-
ciety.

The president also under-
lined the need for the develop-
ment of research activitiesin
the society, adding that the
trend of research works
should be progressive to meet
future demands.

Pointing to the Idamic
civilization as one of the
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IDB contributes to devel opment

projectsin lran

Foreign Ministry spokesman:

TEHRAN - The Islamic Development Bank has approved investments
totalling Dlrs 282 million in a number of member states and Islamic as-
sociations in non-member countries.

The new investments were approved during a 2-day meeting in Jeddah
of the bank’s board of executive directors.

The bank announced that in its new investments, DIrs 14.3 million has
been earmarked for devel opment projectsin Iran.

It will also make investments in other member states including Turkey,
Azerbaijan, Albania, Pakistan, Mali, Cameroon and Chad.

Investment of Dlrs 155 million in Pakistan's foreign trade and Dlrs 2.5
million in Islamic associations in eight non-member
other approvals of the meetin

countries are among

lran’ s dialog initiative,
agreat success

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hamid-
Reza Asefi  said the United
Nations approval of Pres
ident Khatami’s proposal  to
name 2001 as year of dialog
amongst civilizations was a
great success for the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in inter-

national arena.
Speaking to IRNA
Wednesday on the eve of the

20th victory anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution, Ase-
fi said despite the fact that
the Isamic  Republic is 20
year old and is facing serious
arrogant discontent in  the
international arena, universal
acceptance of Khatami’s in-
itigtive is considered as a
great success for Iran.

Even those countries
which claim to be advocates
of democracy, human rights
and freedom have supported

a prerequisite for exchange of

great  civilizations of the
world, Khatami said Iranians
played a pivota role in this
civilization.

He called on dl scholars
and researchersto join hands
to uplift the Iranian nation
to the status it deserves in
various arenas.

Elsewhere in his speech,
President Khatami said that
difference of taste and opin-
ion in the country is quite
natural, adding that thereis
no aternative but to develop
the habit of hearing and
governing reason over re-
Iations for the sake of stabil-
ity inthe society.

He said that disputes
should not be turned into a
means of confrontation but
rather seek consensus and
preservation of nationa in-
terests.

He lauded the Culture
and Higher Education Min-
istry for organizing Khaw-
razmi Fegtival, adding that
the event is a means to
appreciate research effortsin
the country.

Khawrazmi Festival is
held annualy in ‘Ten-Day
Dawn’ period, marking the
anniversary of the 1979 vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, to encourage initiatives,
innovation and research ef-
fortsin the country.

Efforts underway to discover
record of urbanismin lran

TEHRAN - The fourth
phase of excavation opera-
tions has been launched in
‘Darreh-Shahr’, in southern
Iran, in an effort to shed
further light on the record
of urbanism and urban tex-
ture in  Iran in the early
centuries after the advent of
Islam.

Archeological experts
with the Cultural Heritage
Organization believe that
the ongoing excavations
will give outright answers
to the various questions
which have so far remained
unattended about this
stage of the Iranian history,
IRNA reported.

Asian teams
to participate in
Khuzestan cycling tour

TEHRAN - Ka
zakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Uzbekistan have so far

announced their readiness
to take part in the second
international cycling tour
of Khuzestan.

Afshin Molaie, dep-
uty head of the provincia
physical training or-
ganization told IRNA that
the competitions are to
start on March 5, 1999 to
commemorate the pro-
vincial commanders and
combatants martyred in
the course of 1980-88

Iragi war.

Six domestic teams
will aso attend the one-
week tour in which an
Austrian cycling team
may aso participate, he
added.

The Khuzestan com-
petitions which have been
registered in International
Cycling Federation’s cal-
endar, is an internationally
important event, Molaie
said.

Each team consists of
six cyclists and the contest
will be held in single and
team competitions.

The first phase of ar-
cheological excavations be-
gan in 1995 and so far a
fortress, or amansion, situ-
ated at the top of hillside
has been unearthed.

The city used to be a
major economic-trade cen-
ter a its own time due to
having large fields and or-
chards as well as for being
situated on the commercia
route which passed from
western  Iran  towards

Khorasan Province, in the
northeast.

Darreh-Shahr which was
used to be called ‘ Samireh’
in the past, is situated in
the right bank of a river of
the same name on the slopes
of ‘Kavir-Kouh’ mountains
in  southeast Khuzestan
Province.

The city was ruined dur-
ing a strong earthquake in
the mid third century Hejira
(8th centuryA.D.).

Gas injection project
to increase output in
‘Parsi’ oil fields

TEHRAN - Construction of the 3rd phase of Pars 700 gas
injection station in the southwestern province of Khuzestan has
been completed and the project will become operational soon, it

was announced here Tuesday.

Safar Ali Babaie, an official at the national company in
charge of oil rich regions told reporters that the project, when
operational, will have a capacity to inject some 400 million cu-

bic meters of gas
day, IRNA reported.

into five oil wells in Parsi ail field every

He added that by putting into operation of the third phase,
considering the 1st and 2nd phases of the project, some 900

million
oil resources daily.

cubic meters of gas will be injected to the country’s

The construction of the project was completed by the Ira
nian experts, he said. The total deposit predicted for comple-
tion of the project was RIs 265 billion, RIs 190 hillion of
which has so far been spent on the project, he said.

Babaie stressed that parts of the needed equipment for the
project have been manufactured in the country and other parts
of the ingtalations including turbines and compressors have
been purchased from other countries.
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the proposal and are even
trying to join the plan with
the hope of boosting their
prestigeand creditability.

Outlining Iran’s foreign
policy objectives, Asefi said

materiaization of neither-
east-nor-west idea and put-
ting it into practice, in-
spiring hope in the hearts of
Muslims across the globe
and neutralizing the West's
poi sonous propaganda
against Iran are among other
objectives of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran.

Foiling the plots en-
gineered by counter-
revolutionaries abroad, as-
suming a role in settling

regional crises, attempting
to lessen impacts of U.S.
sanctions, establishing dip-
lomatic ties with different
countries al over the world
especialy in Africa and
with Third  World coun-
tries were among other ob-
jectives of Iran's foreign
policy, Asefi added.

Dividing the post-
revolution erainto three pe-
riods; sacred defense
(1980-88), reconstruction
and after May 22 pres
idential elections, he said
that the aforesaid objectives
were pursued during all
these three periods.

Culture, |slamic guidance minister:

fields.

tions.

cluded.

Factional rows must be
avoided in cultural activities

TEHRAN - Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohgjerani said in Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province,
on Wednesday that those involved in cultural activities
should not enter factional rows and political disputes.

Mohgjerani told a number of provincia cultura of-
ficialsthat cultural directors should respect certain polit-
ical views and avoid being engaged in political issues un-
der any condition, IRNA reported.

Meanwhile, on another occasion Mohagjerani told a
seminar on history, civilization and culture of Khuzestan
that the third decade of revolution is the phase of revolu-
tion’s consolidation and of society’s serious return to rev-
olutionary concepts and principles.

He said that revolution has spent its life over the past
two decades on overcoming war-related problems, re-
constructing ruins and stabilizing the system in various

He said the proposal on dialog amongst civilizationsin
the 20th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution is a chance
to define the valuable goals of Islamic Revolution.

He added that foundations of the Islamic Revolution
can be defined theoretically but there should be efforts to
defineitslogical, philosophical and jurisprudential founda-

Introduction of Iranian history and civilization to the
youthis among ways of protecting the revolution, he con-

EPO chief off to Nairobi
for U.N. session

TEHRAN - Vice-
President and head of the
Environmental Protection
Organization (EPO) Ms. Ma-
soomeh Ebtekar left here for
Nairobi, Kenya, on Wednes-
day to attend the 20th ses-
sion of the U.N. Environ-
ment Program  (UNEP)
governing council.

Ebtekar, who is heading
an expert delegation, told
IRNA before his departure
that Iran is one of the 158
members of the council
which meets regularly every
year.
Ebtekar said the session
is to focus on protecting en-
vironment, dissemination of
environment related in-
formation, assessment of and
addressing environmental is-

sues, coordinating various
environmental  conventions
and defining international
strategies to implement en-
vironmental policies.

She said that sweet wa-
ter, transfer of technology
and industry related issues of
environment  would be
among other topics to be
raised at the meeting.

She added that Iran is to
raise proposals at the meet-
ing on expansion of Iran-
UNEP cooperation, spec-
ification of a fair share of
natural resouces for the de-
veloped countries which
have had an outstanding role
in overconsumption and de-
struction of natura re-
sources, and on restructuring
the UNEP.

Foreign companies to invest
In Khorramshahr SEZ

TEHRAN - Some 18 domestic and foreign

companies

have inked agreements with Ports and Shipping Organization
on investment in Khorramshahr Special Economic Zone (SEZ),
it was announced in Ahvaz, Khuzestan Province, Tuesday.

Mokhtar Kalantari, managing director of the Ports and
Shipping Organization, told IRNA that the total amount of in-
vestment is estimated at some RIs 60 billion.

Due to appropriate weather condition and special situation
of Khorramshahr port, more investments will be made in the
zone in the future, by foreign companiesin particular, he add-
ed

Kalantari said that special discounts given by the or-
ganization on tariffs of goods in transit or destined for foreign
countries have resulted in increase in imports of goods into
the country’s ports, particularly Martyr Rajaie port of Bandar

Abbas.

Import of over 263,000 goods into the country’s ports in
the past eleven months and its increase compared to the cor-
responding period last year, is an proof of thisfact, he added.

If three million tons out of five million tons of Iragi goods
which enter Jordan via the Jordanian port of Agaba, are tran-
sited via Imam Khomeini port, a fundamental development
will be madein Khorramshahr and Abadan ports, he said.

The issue depends on Iran-Iraq agreement as well as fina
approval of the United Nations, Kalantari concluded.
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