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New chapter opened in
| ran-Europe relations

TEHRAN - Spanish Minister of State for International Cooperation and
Latin American Affairs Fernando Villalonga said with taking office of Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami, a new chapter has opened in Iran-Europe re-

lations, especially that of Iran-Spain.

In a meeting with Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Educational Af-
fairs Sadeq Kharrazi, Villalonga said Iran holds the presidency of
ganization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and Spain is of Islamic back-
ground. He called for Iran’s cooperation with Spain to
relations with the Islamic nations and for upgrading Iran’s relations with the

Latin American states.

Sadeq Kharrazi said Iran is ready to help Spain form relations with the
Islamic states and the states in the Persian Gulf and the Central Asia

reinforce the Spanish
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ECO-ESCAP to hold

Tehran-Ankara cooperation
to promote peace, stability In region

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami’s mes-
sage was handed over to his
Turkish counterpart, Suley-
man Demirel.

The message was su-
mitted by President Kha-
tami’s special envoy, Dep-
uty Foreign Minister for
Asia-Pacific Affairs Mohsen
Aminzadeh.

Expressing content with
the message, Demirel said
Tehran-Ankara consultation
and exchange of views on
regional developments will
bear positive impacts, IRNA
reported from Ankara.

The Turkish president
once again praised lran's
congtructive and effective
role, especialy the efforts
made by President Khatami,
chairman of the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC), to solve Turkey-
Syria crisis this autumn.

He then touched on the
identical views shared by the
two countries on develop-
ments in Iraq saying Turkey,
like Iran, is againstpartition
of Iraq and believes that
continuation of U.S. inter-
ference in Iraq will bear no
results.

Aminzadeh, referring to
the concern of regional
countries over escaation of

tension in Irag, said Iran as
OIC chairman and a a coun-
try in the region believes
that exchange of views and
cooperation  with  Irag's
neighbors can play an ef-
fective role in reducing ten-
sion.

The specia envoy aso
termed as very fruitful the
recent visit to Tehran of
Speaker of Turkish Parlia-
ment, Hekmat Cetin.

Briefing Demirel on the
positive trend of economic
and political  cooperation
between the two countries,
Aminzadeh expressed the
hope that Tehran-Ankara
cooperation would continue
to safeguard the interests of
the two countries while serv-
ing to promote peace and
stability in the region.

Meanwhile, Amin-Zadeh
told IRNA on thursday that
both Tehran and Ankara se-
verely condemn the alien
interference in the region
specifically in lrag, de
manding an immediate stop
of the U.S. strike against
that nation.

Amin-Zadeh further
stressed “both Turkey and
Iran believe in the territorial
integrity of Iragq and that the
U.S. attack on Iraq will bear
no result except the aug-

clay pot filled with gold

Remalins of ancient
pottery kilns
unearthed in Rey

TEHRAN - Remains of pottery kilns belonging to the
Islamic era have been unearthed during digging opera-
tions by the water and sewage organization in Shahr-e
Rey, south of the capita city Tehran.

Thousands of pieces of brick and clay works dating
back to the past millennium, have been discovered from
an underground depth of 4 meters.

In addition, remains of turquoise glasswares have also
been discovered during the operations but the exact date
of the objectsis not known yet.

In the course of the digging operations in the area
about 7 years ago, a pottery kiln was unearthed with a
coins.

Experts of the Cultural Heritage Organization are ex-
pected to launch comprehensive studies in the area as of
next week. The experts have so far made no official
statement concerning the recent findings.

mentation of pains and suf-
fering of the Iragi Muslim
people and enhancement of
crisisin the region.”

The visiting Iranian of-
ficial said that his nego-
tiations with the Turkish of-
ficials have been based on
the latest developments of
the region, Iragi crisis, Af-
ghan issue and topics related
to promotion of bilateral
cooperation between the two
countries, which he termed
to be very ‘fruitful’.

During his stay in An-
kara he held talks with the
Turkish president, Foreign
Minister Ismail Cem and
other top Foreign Ministry’'s
officials.

He said that Turkey wel-
comed the new initiative of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
in matters related to a tri-
lateral cooperation between
Syria, Turkey and Iran, and
that country caled for a
continued exchange of views
on development taking shape
in theregion.

Referring to Iran’s con-
cern over the trend of growth
of cooperation between Tur-
key and Zionist regime,
Amin-Zadeh said that Tur-
key has once again reassured
the Islamic Republic of Iran
that it would neither allow
Israel or any other enemies
of Iranto useits soil for any
anti-Iranian activities.

joint seminar on trade

TEHRAN - The Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) and the Bangkok-based U.N. Economic and So-
cia Council for Asiaand the Pacific (ESCAP) have pre-
pared to hold a three-day seminar in Tehran on February
7-9, the ECO secretariat said on Saturday.

According to the ECO secretariat in Tehran, the Jed-

dah-based

Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the

government of Netherlands are expected to take part in
the seminar to help enhance the ECO member  states
knowledge of promoting trade and investment through
networking and the use of cyber technologies, IRNA re-

ported.

The agenda of the seminar comprise country pres-
entations by participants from the ECO member states
regarding information services rendered to business
communities and introduction of new tools and tech-
niques leading to establishment of networks among ECO
member states to facilitate flow of trade and investment

inthose countries, it said.

The ambassadors of the ECO member states in Teh-

ran and

representatives from the United Nations De-

velopment Program (UNDP) office in Tehran and the
ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry will take part

in the seminar.

Turkmen foreign minister arrives

lranian inventor utilizes
thermal shock to shear

TEHRAN - An Iranian inventor has designed a system which utilizes
thermal shock to shear glass. The project which was an entry in the ‘Khaw-
razmi’ science festival, won the third place prize in the inventions category
of the festival.

The new method introduced by Mohammad-Reza Khalili, directs a jet
stream of compressed hot air at the subject using a nozzle, to create cracksin
the glassin a controlled manner.

The innovation by Iranian inventor makes it possible to shear glass very
accurately and at high speeds. Amongst advantages of the new method is that
there is no need for any secondary operations such as sanding or heating.

Khdlili is afaculty member of Tehran’s Khawjeh Nassir Tousi Technical

glass

[ran, Turkmenistan to discuss
expansion of ties, trade cooperation

TEHRAN - Turkmen
Foreign  Minister  Boris
Sheikhmuratov said he will
discuss the latest regiona
and international  develop-
ments, expansion of Tehran-
Ashkhabad economic re-
lations, and issues of mutual
interests with Iranian of-
ficials during his stay here.

The Turkmen foreign
minister arrived in Tehran
Saturday and was welcomed
by his Iranian counterpart
Kama Kharrazi, IRNA re-
ported.

He told reporters upon
arrival at the airport that he
will be delivering a con-
gratulatory message from
Turkmen  President

parmurat Niyazov for the
Iranian nation on the occa-
sion of the 20th anniversary
of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

Meanwhile, Kharrazi
said that discussions held be-
tween Iranian and Turkmen
officials have aways been
fruitful. He stressed that is-
sues related to the Caspian
Sea and the critical situation
in Afghanistan will also be
reviewed by the two sides.

Iran and Turkmenistan
are to build border ter-
minals in Bajgiran and Gou-
dan on both sides of the bor-
der between the two
countries. The bulk of land
travels between lran and

Turkmenistan being made
through Bajgiran due to its
proximity with Ashkhabad,
the border town in Khorasan
Province of Iran has turned
into the most important ~ of
the four border towns be-
tween the Iranian province
and the Turkmen republic.

Between March 21 and
November 22, 1998 as many
as 10.988 trucks, 98 per
cent of them Iranian, crossed
Bajgiran to and from Baj-
giran, 727 trucks crossing
Bajgiran in transit to other
destinations.

During the same period
1, 269 transport vehicles
crossed Bajgiran  between
the two countries.

Paris, Tehran fully determined to broaden bilateral relations

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi said
upon return home from
France that both Paris and
Tehran share common views
on the lragi crisis and be-
lieve that the crisis should be
resolved through diplomatic
channels.

Referring to his par-
ticipation in the 29th World
Economic Forum (WEF)
held in Davos, Switzerland,
Kharrazi said “different top-

ics were discussed and con-
structive  results  emerged
from the world session.”
Referring to the future
world leadership, Kharrazi
said Iran believes that world
leadership should be based
on a collective view of the
Third and developing na
tions specificaly the Islamic
nations which should have a
vital role and say in matters
related to the future of the
world and its leadership.

Referring to his objective
of visit to France, the Iranian
foreign minister said that he
had exchanged views with
the top French officials on
the preparation of President
Mohammad Khatami’s visit
to Paris next spring.

He added that both the
nations are fully determined
to promote bilatera re-
lations and give specia im-
portance to such ties as two
influential poles.

lran, Oman stress need for boost
IN economic cooperation

TEHRAN - In a meeting
between Iranian Minister of
Mines and Metals and the
visiting Omani  Minister of
Electricity and Water, the
two sides underlined the
need to further expand bi-
lateral economic cooperation
and also implementation of
a letter of understanding
signed in the sixth session
of the joint economic com-
mission of Iran and Oman.

The Omani minister,
Sheikh Mohammad bin Ali
al-Qatabi, said in the meet-
ing that the leader as well as

Senegal callsfor cultural
cooperation with lran

TEHRAN - Minister of
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance Ataollah Mohajerani
here on Saturday called for
expansion of Tehran-Dakar
cooperation in the area of
culture.

Mohajerani made the call
in the meeting with Se-
negalese Minister of Culture
Abdoulaye Elimane Kane,
IRNA reported.

Noting the holding of
music, theater and film fes-
tivalsin Iran every year to
mark the anniversary of the
victory of the Isamic Rev-
olution, Mohajerani invited
Senegalese artists to have an
active presence in the fes-
tivalsHe further suggested
that the two countries sign a
memorandum of under-
standing to help expand their
cultural cooperation.

Mohgjerani also declared

Iran’s readiness to help Se-
negal build a memoria for
the citizens of the black con-
tinent who were taken to oth-
er continents as dlaves
through the Senegalese
ports.

The Senegalese govern-
ment has plans to build a
museum and a  library as
part of the memorial to re-

member the 20 million
daves transferred through
its soil.

The Senegalese official
welcomed Iranian assistance
in building  the memoriad,
and further called for expan-
sion of cultural ties between
the two countries.

In Tehran on an officia
invitation from his Iranian
counterpart, Elimane Kane
said that the exhibit of Ira
nian handicraft as well as
Iranian movies week in Se-

negal has helped the Se-
negalese intellectuals learn
quite a bit about Iranian arts
and culture.

The Senegalese official
also described as very ef-
fective the role of the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in bring-
ing unity to the Muslims.

Iran presently holds the
chairmanship of the OIC.

the nation of Oman are
willing to witness upgrading
of economic cooperation be-
tween the two  countries,
IRNA reported.

Referring to activities of
Iranian company ‘Mapnd in
Omani projects, the Omani
minister called it a good start
for  promotion of bilateral
cooperation.

The Omani minister of
electricity and water praised
Iran’'s achievements in the
power industry.

Iranian  Minister  of
Mines and Metals Eshaq Ja-

hangiri in the  meeting
thanked good will of Omani
officials for expansion of ties
with Iran and said Iran is sat-
isfied with Oman’s realistic
policies in the Persian Gulf
and the region.

He hoped that the ex-
change of delegations would
soon prepare the ground for
implementation of the two
countries letters of intent.

Earlier in Muscat
Wednesday, Al-Qatabi  ex-
pressed hope that during his
visit to Tehran he will be-
come familiar with lran's

valuable experience in the
area of constructing power
plants.

He made the remark in a
meeting with Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Oman Nem-
atollah Izadi on the threshold
of hisvisit to Tehran.

Muscat attaches great
importance to its relations,
particularly in the area of
economy, with Tehran, Al-
Qatabi said adding that ex-
change of visits between the
two countries officials will
lead to further  expansion
of Iran-Oman relations.

Absence from WTO main hurdle
on way of lran’sindustrial exports

TEHRAN - A senior of-
ficial at Iran’s Customs Ad-
ministration said that Iran’s
absence from the World
Trade Organization (WTO)
and other major international
trade bodies has  pushed
down export of industria
products in the Second Five-
Year  Development Plan
(1995-99).

The official, Mohammad
Abbas-Zadegan, told IRNA

that lack of a proper long-
term planning for promotion
of exports due to constant
changes in export regu-
lations, problems emerging
from guarantees to return the

hard currency  obtained
through exports and in-
adequate liquidity in in-

dustrial units are among oth-
er reasons for the downward
trend in industrial exports in
recent years.

Iran set to increase sugar production

TEHRAN - Sugar pro-
duction plant ‘Karoun’ has
plansto increaseits annud out-
put to 200,000 tons by the year
2001.

To achieve the god, the
company is planning to increase
its harvest of sugar cane to 100
tons per hectare from the cur-
rent 70 tons, and would have
18,000 hectares of land under

|ran-China trade exchanges
register increase

TEHRAN - A spokes-
man for the Chinese Cus-
toms Office Ssaid that
Iran-China trade exchanges
were worth Dlrs 1.215 bil-
lion in 1998. The Chinese
official told IRNA in Beij-
ing that the volume of Teh-
ran-Beijing trade in 1998
showed a 17.7 percent in-
crease compared to that of
1997. China's exports to
Iran in 1998 showed a 32.3
percent growth standing at
Dirs 657 million in ex-
change for DIrs 558 million
worth of Chinese imports
from Iran. Iran-China trade
balance was about Dlrs 99

million in China's favor
last year.
Crude oil, copper and

chromite were major items
Iran exported to China in
1998 in exchange for ma-
chinery, electronic equip-
ment, textiles, and coal.

The monetary value of
Iran-China commercial
transactions stood at about
Dlrs 1.038 billion in 1997,

up 33 percent, compared to
1996. China is involved in
implementing giant ec-
onomic projectsin lran.

TEHRAN -

countries.

Moscow, Tehran study grounds

to bolster trade exchanges
Iranian Ambassador in Russia Mehdi Sa-
fari in ameeting with the Russian presidential advisor for

international affairs Sergel Prikhodko exchanged views
on promotion of bilateral cooperation in various areas.
Sefari referred to the two countries suitable coop-
eration in the area of economy during the recent years
and expressed hope that such bilateral constructive coop-
eration will be promoted. He added that Tehran and Mos-
cow would be able to effectively upgrade their bilateral
relations and cooperation through exchange of visits be-
tween the officials of the two nations, IRNA reported. In
the meeting, the Russian official describing his recent vis-
it to Tehran as ‘constructive’ and ‘fruitful’,
such exchange of visits will be in the interest of the two

Prikhodko then stressed on further expansion of the
Iran-Russia bilatera relations.

stated that

sugar cane cultivation, IRNA
reported.

According to the president
of Karoun, Abdol-Aziz Nabavi,
the plant expectsto produce up
to 115,000 tons of sugar this
year (ends March 20) from an
edimated total sugar cane har-
ves of 1.14 million tons. The
domestic consumption of sugar
in Iran presently sands at 0.25
million tons, forcing the country
to import about half of its sug-
a needs. Karoun plant pro-
duces eight percent of the coun-
try's sugar needs  but expects
its share to reach 15 percent af-
ter completing its development
programs, Nabavi added.

The development plans
would cost the company some
RIs 4,000 billion, and Dlrs four

million.

The gate-run company is
aso investing some DIrs 31 mil-
lion for its paper production
plant which is expected to bresk
into domestic  markets next
year, producing 80,000 tons of
paper annualy. The plant pro-
duces 60,000 tons of anima
feed every year, and is ex-
pecting to increase its annua
output to 100,000 tons within a
year. Nabavi further stated that
his company aso produces
40,000 cu.m. Of wood on an-
nud basis.

Amongg difficulties facing
the company, the officid re-
ferred to adrop in its foreign
exchange revenues, as a result
of the lower price of molasses
which it sdllsa world markets.

New container shipping line opens

TEHRAN - Iran Shipping
Lines (IRSL) has launched a
new container ship line with
eight container ships to en-
hance its activities between
the ports in Singapore, South
Korea, Dubai, Damam and
Bandar Abbas, deputy com-
mercial manager of the IRSL
Gholam-Hussein  Golparvar
said on Saturday.  Speaking
to IRNA, he said that IRSL in
a bid to promote its mar-
keting, solve problems con-
cerning shipment of cargoes
and andyze world markets
has established 100 repre-
sentative offices around the
globe. The new shipping line
was launched ten days ago, he
said. IRSL has now three ac-

tive shipping lines in Eu-
ropean coasts of the Med-
iterranean, Singapore, Korea,
North and South America, he
said. He said Iran has three
joint shipping lines with India,
Italy and the United Arab
Emirates, holding 51 percent
of their shares.

Iran has ordered building
of 25 ships to domestic and
foreign  ship building com-

panies and by now have de-
livered 18 of them and the
rest are to be handed over to
Iran next year, he said.
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He said that despite an
increase in the volume of in-
dustrial exports in the cur-
rent year (ending March 20),
these exports registered a
decrease in terms of value.

Abbas-Zadegan who is
deputy for planning at Iran’s
Customs Administration fur-
ther remarked that improve-
ment of quality and pack-
aging standards of industrial
goods as well as removing
financial  bottlenecks are
among factors which can
boost exports of industria
products.Foodstuffs, chem-
icals, iron, steel and copper
are lran's main industrial
exports.

In another development,
eyewitnesses who were
present at the French in-
stitute for political and inter-
national studies to hear
Kharrazi's  speech  last
Wednesday, said that fail-
ure of the French police to
maintain security and of the
organizers to make the re-
quired preparations resulted
in Kharrazi's refusal to de-
liver the speech.

Observers told IRNA
that the presence of mis-
chievous elements from ter-
rorist groups at the site of
the event and its sur-
rounding areas as well as
their preparations to disrupt
Kharrazi’s speech, al made
the delegation to depart for

the airport instead of
ticipating in the program.

They said that when the
foreign minister of a country
is invited to deliver a
speech, it is incumbent upon
the host country and the or-
ganizers of the program to
take necessary security meas-
ures and organize the pro-
gram properly.

But, they added, un-
fortunately both the French
police and the organizers of
the seminar failed to under-
take their responsibilities in
this connection.

Kharrazi was scheduled
to deliver a speech at the
French institute on Wednes-
day in conclusion of his visit
to Paris.

par-

Interior minister:

problem.

observed

they had no

ties, he added.

All qualified
to run for elections

TEHRAN - Minister of Interior Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari said that all people are qualified to run for the city
council elections unless the contrary was proved based
on documents., IRNA reported.

Talking to reports, he said the supervisory board
should offer documents in support of its rejection of the
qudifications of nominees for city council elections so
that the executive board could change its opinion.

He further said the solutions offered by the five-
member legal committee will, to a great degree, solve the

He maintained that the supervisory board is author-
ized by law to deal with the cases where the right of a
person is violated or laws and regulations have not been

The interior minister also pointed out that the ex-
ecutive boards were legally responsible for confirming
the qualifications of candidates and in cases the super-
visory board offer documents which prove a candidate,
whose qualification has already been approved by the ex-
ecutive boards, is disqualified to run for the elections,
then the executive boards' vote can be nullified.

He stressed that it will suffice if the legal committee
officially confirms that a candidate believes in velayat-e
fagih (guardianship of areligious jurisprudence).

Referring to the issue of pressure groups, Lari said
other alternative but to return to society,
stressing that all groups which desired to be present in so-
cial arenashould abide by law.

He also said that all people who wanted to have polit-
ical activities as parties or groups within legal frame-
works will be granted licenses. All those who respected
congtitutional law and current regulations could form par-

The minister further underlined the fact that there was
no official party as‘Freedom Movement of Iran’.

Best children films, directors

TEHRAN - Winners of
the 13th International Fajr
Film Festival for Children
and Young Adults were in-
troduced and awarded in
a ceremony held here on

Friday.

The public relations de-
partment of the festival
said that ‘One Is Not
Enough’ from Iran was
chosen as the best anima-
tion film in the inter-

national section of the fes-

tival and received the
Golden  Buitterfly, IRNA
reported.

‘Enfant de la Ciotat’
from France won the Gold-
en Butterfly as the the best
documentary film.

‘The Golden Butterfly’
for the best feature film
went to ‘Paper Missile’ by
Farhad Mehranfar from
Iran, for the best director to
Renee Heisig from Ger-
many and for the best
young player to Mohsen
Falsafin for his role in the
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awarded

Iranian film ‘Son of Mar-
ry. The 70-man
jury gave an honorary di-
ploma and the Golden But-
terfly for the best anima-
tion film to ‘One Is Not
Enough® by  Abdullah
Alimorad and for the docu-
mentary film to ‘The First
Grade' by Firouz Has-
sanpour.

The Golden Butterfly
for the best video film went
to ‘The Sweet Dream’ by
Bahram Jawaheri and for
the best video film director
to Fereydoun Has-

sanpour for hiswork ‘Mon-

Meanwhile, the hon-
orary diplomas of the fes-
tival’s video clip section
went to ‘Read It in My
Eyes' by Majid Esteki and
to the featurefilm ‘Oven’
by Farhang Khatami.

The jury also awarded
the Golden Butterfly and an
diploma of  honor for the
best documentary film to
the ‘First Grade’ and for
the  best feature film to
‘The Birth of a Butterfly’.
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