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The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.

TEL: 0181-7593985 FAX: 0181 - 754 9922
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President offers condolences to
Jordanian government, people

Mohammad Khatami Sunday cabled a message
of condolences to the new Jordanian monarch King Abdullah on the death of

TEHRAN - President

his father King Hussein.

The president extended his condolences to Hashemite family, the govern-

ment and people of Jordan, IRNA reported.

President Khatami also wished success and health for the new monarch

and well-being and prosperity for the Jordanian nation.

In a separate message of congratulations to King Abdullah, President
Khatami expressed the hope for further strengthening of Teheran-Amman bi-
lateral relations to attain theideal goals of the world Muslims and in the in-

terest of thetwo nations.

President:
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| ran best route for
transfer of Turkmen gas

TEHRAN- President
Mohammad Khatami told
thevisiting Foreign Minister
of  Turkmenistan, Boris
Sheikhmuradov here on Sun-
day that Iran offer the best
route for transfer of Turk-
men gas to other parts of the
world.

President Khatami ex-
pressed confidence that re-
giona states and oil firms,
even the American ones, will
not accept costly and non-
economical routes for trans-
fer of the republic’s gas to
other countries, IRNA re-
ported.

Stressing that Iranian
route is the most economical
and safest for transfer of
Turkmen gas to Europe,
President Khatami accused
the U.S. of trampling upon
the interests of al regional
states and those of Eu-
ropean countries for the sake
of its own interests. He
said the U.S. by imposing its
will on others, will oppose
transfer of Turkmen gas via
Iran.

“Any government is free
to establish ties with others
but we believe that if we
fail to have good relations
with one another and  fall
short of maintaining stability
and security in the region,
then relations with others
will not be in our favor,” the
chief executive told the
Turkmen official.

President Khatami said
that lran's diplomacy is
based on the principle of
mutual respect.

Terming relations be-
tween Tehran and Ashk-
habad as “deep-rooted and
strong”, President Khatami
said that relations between
Iran and Turkmenistan
have been constantly grow-
ing since the independence
of the former Soviet re-
public.

The Iranian president
emphasized the importance
of the project for transfer of
Turkmen gas via lranian ter-
ritory and said that Tehran is
ready to contribute to imple-
mentation of other projects
in  Ashkhabad.

He said that Iran and
Turkmenistan share common
views on the Caspian Sea
legal regime, adding that un-
til compilation of a legd
regime al the Caspian Sea
littoral states should have a
fair share of the sed’s re-
sources and no country’s
right should be ignored.

Sheikhmuradov for his
part congratulated President
Khatami on the  20th tri-
umph anniversary of the
1979 Idlamic Revolution and
said that his country gives
the priority to transfer of its
gasvialran.

Earlier on Saturday,
Sheikhmuradov said that no
change has occurred in
Ashkhabad’s policy on
transfer of oil vialran.

“Turkmenistan is in fa
vor of this plan because the
Iranian route is economical
and safe” Sheikhmuradov
who arrived here Saturday
morning told his Iranian
counterpart Kamal Kharrazi.

He added that imple-
mentation of the plan is vital
for Ashkhabad from ec-
onomic point of view and
the agreement reached be-
tween the presidents of Iran
and Turkmenistan is valid as
before.

Turning to Tehran-
Ashkhabad ties and their
common stands on the legal
regime of the Caspian Sea,
he said Turkmenistan wants
the legal regime of the seato
be codified as soon as pos-
sible.

He announced that Turk-
menistan will not accept any
military moves in the Cas-
pian Sea under any condi-
tions and wants the sea to be
peaceful and tranquil.

Referring to narcotics
trafficking as a predicament
for  Turkmenistan, he said
Ashkhabad is making utmost
efforts to fight against
smugglers and to this end
calls for Tehran's coop-
eration.

Sheikhmuradov who vis-
ited Pakistan  recently,
voiced Islamabad’'s  will-
ingness to open a new chap-
ter in Tehran-l1slamabad ties

'Shahab-4' space rocket
under production

TEHRAN - Defense Minister Admiral Ali Shamkhani
here Sunday announced that Iran has the non-military ‘ Sha-
hab-4’ rocket under production for carrying satellite into the

space.

Speaking at a press conference attended by domestic and
foreign reporters, Shamkhani said the rocket which is in the
stage of engine design and test, will have no military applica-
tion, IRNA reported.

He further added that all the works pertaining to Shahab-4
missile will be accomplished by Iranian experts.

Shamkhani said that the Iranian defense industries are now
manufacturing Shahab-3 missile.

Pointing to the reduction in the military expenses stipulat-
ed in the next year state budget, the official said that although
the figure is only one percent less than the budget for the cur-
rent year, given the inflation rate, it will be far less than the
existing figure. However, he stressed, in view of the fact that
the structure of the Iranian defense industries and military
equipment is indigenous, the defense capability of the country
will not be subject to the budget. Therefore, he added, Iran’s
military power will still remain deterrent.

He said that next year' s defense budget of the country will
be oriented towards besfing up investment in the production
of non-military products.

He pointed to the operation of the multi-purpose ‘ Shab-
aviz' helicopter as among other projects of the Iranian defense
industries.

Shabaviz helicopter will fly within the next few days in
presence of President Mohammad Khatami, he said.

The Defense minister also said that Iranian missiles and
military hardware pose no threat to the regiona states, and
that the Shahab-3 won't be used against any Muslim state.

Domestically designed and produced Shahab-3 is the lat-
est missile in the arsena of the Islamic Republic armed forc-
es. It hasarange of 1,300 km.

Shamkhani said that Iran does not plan on producing a
missile with longer range than that of Shahab-3.

He termed the testing of the missile as totally successful,
and added that there would be no more test firing of the Sha
hab-3.

Asked by a Qatari reporter to comment on Jordanian
crown prince's statement that Iran constitutes a threat against
the region, Shamkhani said “we attribute his statement to him
being an amateur, and it’ stoo early to make ajudgment.”

The defense minister further reiterated that Iran opposes
the presence of foreign forces in the region to the north of the
country, adding that such forces would be detrimenta to the
region’s security.

Turning to the issue of Afghanistan, Shamkhani said “we
have no particular ties with the Tdiban,” adding “the Taliban
is a group which has control over part of Afghanistan, and is
presently facing many domestic and foreign problems.”

On the recent landings of some American missiles in
Khorramshahr and Abadan, Shamkhani opined that the land-
ings were caused by an error. “If the missiles had been fired
at Iran intentionally, we would have definitely responded,” he
said. He further told reporters that the Islamic Republic of
Iran is self sufficient in terms of al its needed military hard-
ware except for fighter jets.

On Iran’'s relations with neighboring states, Shamkhani
said that the relations are expanding, and that some ministers
of Saudi Arabia and a few other Arab states are scheduled to
pay Iran visits.

saying that he had dis
cussed with Pakistani of-
ficials the new plan on
transfer of oil and gas via
Turkmenistan, Iran, Pakistan
and India.

Turning to his meeting
and talks with representative
of the Tdiban on the crisis
in Afghanistan and martyr-
dom of Iranian diplomats
and reporter, he said the Tal-
iban have announced that
murderers of lranian dip-
lomats and reporter will be
punished. They aso an-
nounced that they are willing
to establish ties with all their
neighbors including Iran on
the basis of good neighborly
relations.

Kharrazi, in his remarks
in the meeting, referred to
the common stands of Iran
and Turkmenistan on the le-
ga regime of the Caspian
Sea and voiced Iran’s readi-
ness to hold the experts com-
mittee of the two countries
to codify the legal regime of
the sea.

Turning to lran’s long
experiences in the campaign
against narcotics, the Ira
nian foreign minister pointed
out that Tehran can help
Ashkhabad in this connec-
tion.

Kharrazi called for fur-
ther cooperation of Turkmen
government to resolve prob-
lems of Iranian nationals and
promote Persian language in
Turkmenistan.

The Turkmen foreign
minister wound up his visit
to Iran and left for home
Sunday.

rSpanish minister:
Madrid supports
Tehran’s policy of
detente

TEHRAN- Spanish Minister of State for International
Cooperation and Latin American Affairs Fernando Vil-
lalonga said in Tehran on Sunday Madrid supports Teh-
ran’s policy of detente and  seeking wider relations with
the other states.

In a meeting with Iranian Vice-Speaker of Parliament

gard the Islamic

for the

energy sector.

lalonga's
relations.

parliamentary specialized

\

Hassan Rowhani, Villalonga said Spainish officias re-
Republic of Iran as a great regional
power that has undertaken effective role in maintaining
peace and stability in the region, IRNA reported.

He said the Spanish government seeks legal facilities
Spanish businessmen and firms having active
presence on the Iranian  market.

Villalonga expressed his country’s support for Pres-
ident Khatami’s proposal on holding dialog amongst civ-
ilizations and said the Spanish government is willing to
develop multi-faceted relations
public of Iran aswell as parliamentary cooperation.

The Spanish official said Iran-Spain current diplomat-
icand economic relations are satisfactory and the two
countries would cooperate in various fields including in

Rowhani said Iran and Spain, the two great states
have historical amity and rich civilizations and that Vil-
visit would serve to further develop bilateral

He said the two countries have good parliamentary re-
lations and called for cooperation between Iran-Spain
commissions in industry, ag-
riculture, plan and budget and foreign policy.

Rowhani said the Islamic Republic of Iran has fo-
cused its diplomacy on detente and promoting relations
with other stateson mutual interests and respect and has
made great strides in this respect.

He said President Khatami’s proposal on designation
of the year 2001 as the year of dialog amongst civiliza-
tions has created new atmosphere to bring closer the dif-
ferent cultures, serving theworld peace.

Rowhani said the Islamic Republic of Iran would host
a conference of the speakers of parliaments of Islamic
states and hoped that the Islamic inter-parliamentary con-
ference in Tehran would forge cooperation with Eu-

ropean parliaments and offer proposals to be
in the inter-parliamentary union.

with the Islamic Re-

discussed

J

Iran to form national committee

for paralympics

TEHRAN- Iranian Vice-President and head of the
Organization Mostafa Hashemi-Taba said on Sunday
develop the disabled's sportsmanship and form a national committee for
paralympics. In a meeting with Chairman of the International Committee of
Paralympics Robert Daniel Steward, Hashemi-Taba said a group of Ire-
nian experts on the disabled’s sportsmanship are scheduled to visit the par-
aympics centers in Canada soon. Steward said the Iranian disabled sports-
men have made eye-catching progress in recent years compared with the
countrieswhich have 40 years of experiencesin paralympics.

He said the paralympics games would be held in Sydney in the year
2000. He predicted that 5,000 athletes from 125 countries  would take part
in the paralympics games.

Physical Education
Iran has planned to

Iran gives special preference
to ties with African nations

TEHRAN- lIran's First
Vice-President Hassan Ha
bibi  here Sunday stressed
that dialogue between the
civilizations should be held
among al civilizations.

Talking with the visiting
Senegalese Culture Minister,
Abdoulaye Elimane Kanein
a meeting here Sunday, Ha-
bibi said that the Iranian
people have aways paid
more attention towards the
African continent and that
the Islamic  Revolution
caused the Iranians to think
more  about the deprived
continent, IRNA reported.

Attaching great sig-
nificance to the Iranian re-
lations with the African na-
tions, the Iranian first vice-
president noted that the Is
lamic Republic of Iran gives
a specia preference to Se-
negal.
Habibi underlined that
exchange of experience in
the areas of art, sciences and
academics will be fruitful in
promoting bilateral re-
lations.

The Senegalese minister
expressing satisfaction over
his visit to Tehran and his
participation at the celebra-
tions of the 20th an-
niversary of the triumph of
Islamic Revolution, said that
Iranis agreat country with
a rich and ancient civiliza-
tion.

Saying that Dakar wel-
comes the initiative of the
Iranian president for holding
dialogue amongst civiliza-
tions, Kane stated “we in-
tend to use Iranian ex-
perience in various fields.”

Meanwhile, Health Min-
ister Mohammad Farhadi

Bandar Abbas refinery working
above nominal capacity

TEHRAN - The Ban-
dar Abbas ail refinery is
presently working at a
260,000-barrel daily ca
pacity, which is consid-
erably above its nominal
capacity of 232,000, pres-
ident of the Bandar Ab-
bas Nationa Oil Refinery
Company Heshmatollah
Ebrahimi said here on
Sunday.

Ebrahimi further told
IRNA that despite the
fact that the Bandar Ab-
bas refinery was built
mainly to enhance the
country’s exports of oil
products, it is presently

i i

exporting only  70,000-
75,000 barrels of fuel oil
per day.

He cited over-

consumption of oil prod-
ucts inside the country as
the reason for the lower
than planned exports from
therefinery.

“If the excessive do-
mestic consumption issue
is addressed, we would be
able to export al the ker-
osene and gasoil produced
by the refinery,” Ebrahimi
said

Also speaking to IRNA
was the engineer in charge
of construction of Bandar

Abbas refinery, Ebrahim
Zaman-Zadeh, who gave
some information about the
isomax unit of the refinery.

“The isomax unit, with
a nominal capacity of
28,000 barrels a day, con-
verts part of the refinery’s
fuel oil output to more val-
uable oil products.

“The unit outputs a total
of 35500 barrels of ail
products  everyday, in-
cluding 13,000 barrels of
kerosene and jet fud,
14,500 barrels of gasail,
4,500 barrels of gasoline
and 500 barrels of liquefied
gas,” Zaman-Zadeh said.

The isomax unit was
designed and built by Ira-
nian experts, and meets
the international stan-
dards, he said, adding
that the unit is licensed
by British-American
company U.O.P.

The value added re-
ceived from the unit, cal-
culated using lowest
pricesfor its products, ex-
ceeds DlIrs 250,000 on
daily basis, Zaman-Zadeh
further explained.

According to the ex-
pert, what distinguishes
the unit from other parts
of the refinery, is its op-
eration in high pressure
and temperature condi-
tions.

Some DiIrs 140 mil-
lion and RlIs 90 hillion
was spent for the con-
struction of the isomax
unit of Bandar Abbas re-
finery.

The Bandar Abbas re-
finery was the first re-
finery in the country de-
signed to use heavy crude
as input. Its construction
cost the country DlIrs 1.5
billion and RIs 2,500 bil-
lion.

By using mainly do-
mestic experts and work-
force to construct the re-
finery, the country saved
some DIrs 950 million in
foreign exchange.

The refinery uses
220,000 barrels of heavy
crude and 12,000 barrels
of gasliquids on daily ba-
sis.

and Senegalese culture min-
ister in a meeting here on
Sunday agreed on coop-
eration between both coun-
tries in fields of phar-
maceutical, production of
medical equipment and vac-
cine and transfer of relevant
technical know-how.

They also agreed on ex-
change of information and

experts.

Farhadi, stressing the
need for expansion of bi-
lateral cultural, scientific and
educational areas, said the
ground has been paved for
expansion of mutual coop-
eration in the fields of
health, research, phar-
maceuticals and production
of medical egquipment.

experience in the domains of Kane caled on Iran to
medical training and family  put its successful ex-
planning and on exchange of  periences at the disposa of
pharmaceuticadl and health  Senegal.

Joint ECO-ESCAP

seminar on trade opens

TEHRAN - A seminar on trade and investments in-
formation network kicked off Sunday in Tehran, co-
sponsored by the Economic Cooperation Organization
(ECO) and U.N. Economic and Social Council for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP).

The ECO experts will become acquainted with use of cy-
ber technology for expansion of trade and investment net-
works, IRNA reported.

In his key-note address, ECO’s Secretary General Onder
Ozar stressed the necessity to increase the speed in exchange
of information among the ECO members using electronic
trade information.

Ozar added, “ECO’s trade volume with other countries
stood at Dlrs 153 hillion in 1996, 8.6 percent of which ac-
counted for ECO’sinternal trade.”

He also referred to the European Union (EU) as the larg-
est trading partner of ECO in 1996 followed by Russia, Ja
pan and the U.S.

The secretary general of ECO expressed hope that with
expansion of physical infrastructure and increase in the ex-
change of trade and economic information, the grounds will
be paved for boosting cooperation among ECO member
countries.

Deputy Commerce Minister and head of the Export Pro-
motion Center of Iran Mojtaba Khosro-Tgj said at the meet-
ing that holding the seminar will be effective in strength-
ening trade and economic information network.

He added that with atotal population of 300 million peo-
ple, ECO member states should take advantage of the op-
portunity presented to establish a developed economic re-
gion.

Khosro-Tgj further stated, ECO imports topped Dlrs 85
billion in 1996, only Dlrs 5.5 billion of which constituted in-
traaECO imports.

He attributed the low volume of imports among the ECO
members to a lack of knowledge about members’ economic
capabilities as well as existing trade and investment regu-
lations in those countries.

The deputy commerce minister stressed the need for co-
ordination among the current information systems of the
ECO member countries and setting up of an up-to-date sta-
tistical data base for establishment of an effective in-
formation network.

During the three-day seminar, being held in the ECO’'s
secretariat headquarters in Tehran, the representatives of Af-
ghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tgjiki-
stan, Pakistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan are
participating.

The ECO-ESCAP seminar is being held under auspices
of amemorandum of understanding signed between the two
organizations and with financial assistance from the Islamic
Development Bank and the Dutch government.

Tajikistan seeks Iranian
experience to combat
drug-trafficking

TEHRAN - Iranian
Ambassador to Tajikistan
Rasul Mousavi in Du-

shanbe on Thursday held
talks with head of Tajik
committee on anti-drug
campaign Rostam Nazarov
on international struggle
against drug-trafficking.

Mousavi announced
Iran’s readinessto help Taj-
ikislan  combat  drug-
trafficking, IRNA reported
from Dushanbe.

The ambassador said
the Idlamic Republic of
Iran is very successful in
fighting drugs and lIran is
ready to cooperate with all
regional states in this re-

spect in line with the Islam-
ic and humanitarian re-
quirements.

Nazarov called for tak-
ing advantage of Iran’s ex-
perience in fighting drugs.
He said severd Tgik ex-
perts in fighting drugs will
visit Iran soon.

He said Tgjikistan is in-
terested in knowing the
structure of the Iranian or-
ganizations fighting drugs.

Tajikistan’s lengthy bor-
der with Afghanistan has
become a main road for
trafficking drugs. The re-
public seeks international
assistance to stop using the
republic as atransit route.

Kuwalt seeks expansion of academic, cultural cooperation with Iran

TEHRAN - A senior Ku-
waiti official called for fur-
ther  expansion of cultural
ties with Iran while under-
lining the long-standing his-
torical relations between the
two nations.

The remark was made by
Kuwaiti Information Min-
ister Yousuf Muhammad as-
Samit in the opening cer-
emonies of Iran's culture-
arts festival, in Kuwait City
Saturday night, IRNA re-
ported. The festival, held on
the occasion of the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of
the Idamic Revolution in
Iran, is organized within the
framework of Iran-Kuwait
joint efforts to bolster bi-
lateral cultural cooperation.
As-Samit said that the fes
tival is amanifestation of the
profound mutual respect in
bilateral good neighborly re-
lations between the two

brother countries.

He expressed hope that
the people and officials of the
two countries will take
greater strides towards further
expansion of  cultural ties
and cooperation based on mu-
tual interests of the two
countries.  As-Samit called
on the people and officials of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
to assist Kuwait in its inter-
national efforts for the re-
lease of Kuwaiti POWS in
Irag. Iranian Ambassador to
Kuwait Ali Jannati for his
part thanked  Kuwaiti of-
ficials for providing the re-
quired facilities in organizing
the festival.

He said that joint cultura
and religious bonds between
the Islamic Republic and Ku-
wait are significant factors in
providing the  grounds for
the development and
strengthening of bilateral re-

lations. Iranian music is be-
ing performed at the festival
while various artistic works
such as paintings, mini-
atures, handicrafts, pictures
and posters on Iranian tourist
atractions and carpet de
signing have been put on dis-
play at different exhibitions.
Diplomatic corps residing in
Kuwait as well as religious,
cultural and academic per-
sondlities and Iranians re-

siding in the country aso
attended the inaugural cer-
emony.

‘Iran film week’ aso
opened Sunday on the side-
lines of the cultural festival.

Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti
scientific delegation left Ku-
wait Sunday for Tehran to

hold talks with experts with
Iranian research and academ-
ic centers. Abd ul-Hadi al-
Otaibi, head of Kuwaiti sci-
entific research and head of
the delegation to Tehran,
prior to his departure, told
IRNA that during their stay
in Tehran, an agreement on
expansion of research and
technical cooperation will be
signed between the two
countries. He added that the
agreement will be inked on
behalf of Iran by the Institute
for Scientific and Tech-
nological Studies, on joint
oil and petrochemica re-
search works. Research in
different areas of agriculture,
foodstuff, energy, environ-
ment, geology, expansion of
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water resources, and seis
mology are among other top-
icsto be reviewed by the two
countries officials, he said
adding that a number of
agreements will aso be
signed in the said areas. Dur-
ing his oneweek visit,
which is his first officia vis-

it to Iran, Al-Otaibi is to
meet Vice-President and
head of the Environment
Protection Organization Ms.
Masoumeh Ebtekar.

The Kuwaiti delegation
will also visit different sci-
entific and research centers
in Tehran and |sfahan.

You can advertisein

= |

[ELA'AT

| nter national Edition

For details:
Phone:
Fax:
Phone:
Fax:

0171-250-0840
0171-250-0842

(212)246-4521
(212)246-4332

{ Europe (London)

{USA (New York)



