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Iran, Spain to expand

transportation cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran and Spain have signed an agreement on mutual coop-

eration in surface transportation and tourism.

The agreement calls for bilateral cooperation for vehicles passing through

the two countries' territories as well as preparing the ground for transporting | N

Spanish goods via Iran for destinations in Central Asian countries.
It also calls for alowing registered vehicles of one country to enter the

other, free of customs duties.

Given Iran’s strategic location in the Middle East, the agreement  stip-
ulates expansion of bilateral economic and trade ties through import and ex-
ports of goods in Iran’s free trade zones with minimum transportation ex-
penses. Iran has so far signed transportation agreements with Germany, Italy,

France, Austria and Greece.

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
on monday that the Air
Force is one of the most
sensitive and important part
of the army of the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

In a meeting with com-
manders and officias of the
Air Force on the eighth day
of the Ten-Day Dawn period
(February 1-11), called the
Islamic Revolution, national
defence and security, the
Leader appreciated the Air
Force for having joined peo-
ple's uprising against the
former regime on February
8, 1979, for its strong pres-
ence in the course of the
eight years of sacred defence
and for its initiatives to at-
tain self-sufficiency and in-
dependence from foreigners,
IRNA reported.

The Leader fédlicitated
the anniversary of Febuary
8, the day on which alarge
number of the revolutionary
personnel of the Air Force
joined the Islamic Revolu-
tion in 1979, describing the
day (Feb. 8) as the day of
honor for the Air Force and
thearmy aswell as asource
of pride for the late Imam
Khomeini and the Iranian na-
tion.

The Leader said what
happened on Feb. 8 1979,
demonstrated the reliance of
the Islamic Revolution on
the strong faith of the chil-
dren of the Iranian nation.
The revolutionary spirit of
the Air Force produced its
results throughout the sacred
defence years and af-
terwards during the re
construction era, the Leader
said. The Leader said Feb-
ruary isthe day on which the
army integrated into the Is-

lamic Revolution.

“The army, was a part of
the nation which took the in-
itiative to move forward the
Ilamic Revolution and the
revolutionary personnel
embraced the Islamic Rev-
olution despite the dangers
they had been exposed to
and now they are working
for a better world and strong-
ly defending the sovereignty
of the Iranian nation,” the
Leader said.

On the credibility of the
armed forces, the Leader
said, “'the credibility of the
armed forces lies in its self-
sufficiency and direct de-
pendence on the interests of
nation and its being strong
enough to take the upper
hand in the face of the en-
emy and its self-confidence
before the foreigners.

Ayatollah Khamenei said
Iran is proud of its army
which stood on its own foot
and renders the best services
by relying oniitsown  re-
sources.

The Leader said the Air
Force now carries out main-
tenance and  building of
fighter planes thanks to the
faith and high morale of the
Air Force technicians.

“Today, the Iranian
fighter planes are superior to
that of many regiona states.
This is the achievement of
the revolutionary spirit and
Islamic faith. Thisis the out-
come of self-belief, seeking
independence and dignity,”
the Leader said.

Ayatollah Khamenel said
the global arrogance’'s pres-
sures on Iran would not
work and the brave nation of
Iran has exercised heroic re-
sistance to reach in-
dependence, and God willing
the Iranian nation will toler-

New Tehran airport to become
operational next year

TEHRAN - Road and
Transport Minister Mahmoud
Hojjati announced Monday
that Imam Khomeini inter-
national airport will become
operationa next year (be
ginning March 22).

Installment operation for
aviation equipment and con-
trol tower of the airport has
been completed and the airport
will become operationa with-
in the scheduled timetable, he
added.

Referring to other projects
being implemented by his
ministry, Hojjati said there
are several other airports un-
der congtruction in different
parts of the country.

According to Hojjati, com-
pletion and extension opera-
tion are under way a severa
ports, including Bandar Anzali
and Noshahr in north and Bu-
shehr and Shahid Kalantari in
south of the country.

Iranian, russian officials review
regional developments

TEHRAN - Russian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mo-
hammadov and Iranian For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi
on Monday reviewed regional
developments as well as ways
and means for settlement of re-
giona problems. The Russian
official said his outlooksin re-
lation with the regiond de-
velopments are very close to
those of the Iranian foreign
minister.

Mohmmadov said that cri-
ses in Irag, Kosovo, and the
Middle East can be resolved
peacefully in  collaboration
with the Islamic Republic.

Kharrazi said that coop-
eration between Iran and Rus-
sia for the establishment of
peace and security in the re-
gion can bear fruitful results.

Book containing
Khatami's
lecturesto hit
Itallan market

TEHRAN - A book titled
‘Religion, Freedom and De-
mocracy’  which contains
outlooks of Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami is cur-
rently under print in Italy.

The book is due to hit the
Italian markets just prior to
the scheduled visit of Pres-
ident Khatami to Italy next
month, IRNA reported from
Rome. The Speaker of Italian
Parliament, Luciano Vi-
olante, has written a preface
to the book, analyzing Kha-
tami’s outlooks and paying
great tribute to him.

The book contains se-
lected works of Khatami in-
cluding two articles from the
book ‘Fear of Tide' and two
lectures he gave in Lebanon
prior to being elected pres-
ident. Italian publishing
house ‘Laterzal, which pub-
lishes books in the areas of
philosophy and human sci-
ences, is printing the 200-
page book in Italian.

Stressing that  acquisition of
nuclear energy is the un-
deniable right of every nation,
he said Iran vehemently ad-
vocates nuclear disarmament
worldwide.
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L eader praises achievements
of Air Force

ate the pressures to attain its
lofty goals.

Before the Leader's
speech, commander of the
Air Force Brigadier-Genera
Habibollah Bagael offered a
report on the achievements
of the air force.

He said the Air Force has
made great progress since
the victory of the Idlamic
Revolution in the opera
tional, technical, educational
and research fields and in
manufacturing fighter planes
of Azarakhsh and training
plane of Tondar as well as
radar receivers and is strong
enough to defend the air-
space of the Isamic Re-
public of Iran.

CBI governor:

in the region.

stressed
ments.

Iran relations.

Jordanian ambassador
denies Al-Hayat report

TEHRAN - The Jordanian Ambassador to Tehran
Nouh Ali Salman Sunday evening denied a report by a
London-based newspaper that the new Jordanian mon-
arch had made some anti-Iran remarks, IRNA reported.

Some section of the western media aired reports Sun-
day quoting the Arabic daily Al-Hayat that King Ab-
dullah in an interview termed Iran as athreat to security

The Jordanian ambassador visited the Iranian For-
eign Ministry Sunday evening after the reports were
published and denied the reports, said Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi Monday.

Asefi told reporters that the Jordanian diplomat had
that King Abdullah had not made those state-

The Foreign Ministry spokesman added that Salman
also stressed that Jordan is willing to promote Tehran-
Amman ties and that the new king has said in the inter-
view that future stability in the region depends on Arab-

Asked about Iran’s presence at the funeral ceremony
of King Hussein, Asefi said Iran’s Ambassador to Am-
man Mohammad Sobhani will represent the Islamic Re-
public in the funeral service.

|ran reschedules its foreign dents

TEHRAN - Governor of
the Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) Mohsen Nourbakhsh
said on Monday Iran has
reached agreement with its
trade partners to reschedule
Dlrs two hillion of its debts
for the next 33 months
which was supposed to be
paid in 12 months.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Nourbakhsh said
with opening of a new Dlrs
1.3 billion credit line, pres-
sure on lran's debt re-
payment was considerably
eased, IRNA reported.

He said Iranian commit-
ments stood at DIrs 23 hil-
lion of which Dlrs 11.8-12
billion has fallen due.

The CBI governor said
with the slump in the oil
prices, it is predicted that
the current year's revenues
would suffer a Dlrs three bil-
lion deficit.

He said in negotiations
with the French and Itdian
state insurance firms, it was
agreed that in addition to en-
joying financia cover, Iran
will enjoy two to five year
long credits to buy machin-
ery and spare parts.

Nourbakhsh said the fa-
cilities give free hand to the
government to provide fund
for provision of basic needs
and raw materials.

Asked about the rise in
foreign  exchange rates,

pany ratifies Total's
London.

day.

South Korean firm
shortlisted for

South Pars work

TEHRAN - Hyundai Engineering of South Korea
has been shortlisted by France's Total oil for the job of
building onshore facilities for phases two and three of
Iran’s offshore South Pars gas field development, ac-
cording to Middle East Economic Digest.

The weekly reported that a contract could be final-
ised in mid-February if the National Iranian Oil Com-
decision, IRNA reported from

Hyundai, which announced the expected contract,
was quoted saying that the work was worth dlrs one bil-
lion and that NIOC' s approval was a formality.

Total in a partnership with Russia's Gazprom and
Petronas of Malaysia was awarded the Dlrs 2 bn con-
tract for phases two and three of Iran’s biggest gas field
in 1997. The French firm said early last year that it
planned to award four subcontracts, including onshore
facilities for a slug catcher and gas treatment.

On February 1, Total announced the start of pro-
duction at the offshore Sirri E oil field, its first buy-
back project with Iran. The adjacent Sirri A has been
onstream since October, producing 20,000 barrels per

Tehran, kampala
to boost trade ties

TEHRAN - Tehran and kampala are to boost bilateral
commercial ties especially in attraction of foreign in-
vestments, this was announced in a meeting here Monday be-
tween Ugandan Minister of Tourism Moses Ali and deputy
chairman of Iran’s Chamber of Commerce in charge of inter-
national affairs, Fereydoon Entezari.

Petrochemical products, detergents, plastic products, car-
pet, construction materials, textile, handicrafts and house-
hold appliances were among major products Iran exported to

Uganda last year.

Moses Ali referring to political-economic ties between
Iran and Uganda said Iranian officias have had good talks
with Ugandan officials on trade, economic and agricultura

cooperation.

The Ugandan minister further hoped that with the as-
sistance of the Islamic Development Bank the two countries
of Iran and Uganda can promote their cooperation especially
in areas of fisheries, telecommunications road and dam con-

struction.

Nourbakhsh said a co-
ordination meeting was held
with the government in
which it was decided that de-
mands for foreign exchanges
on the black market be mini-
mized.

He said the approach of
Hajj pilgrimage and Nowruz
holidays and the possible
purchase of goods (machin-
ery spare parts) through il-
legal channels have been the
three reasons behind the rise
in the foreign exchange rates
in unauthorized deals.

The government would
exercise control over import
of machinery and spare
parts, Nourbakhsh said.

He predicted that one to
one and a half billion dollars
worth of illegal transactions
would be made on the black
market next year, part of
which would be made by the
Iranians living abroad.

He said the Euro is a
strong and credible currency
and Iran would use Euro for
its foreign exchange re-
Serves.

On limitations on sale of
foreign exchange drafts,
Nourbakhsh said obstacles
blocking the sale of drafts
have been removed and it is
available now. The market
will be stabilized soon, he
said.

TEHRAN - President of
the Export Promotion Center
of Iran (EPCI) Mojtaba
Khosrowtgj here  Sunday
called for taking concrete
measures in developing an
efficient trade and in-
vestment information net-
working and reaching de-

Foreign minister:

International Greco-Roman
wrestling contests commence

TEHRAN - The ‘Takhti’ cup international Greco-Roman wrestling con-
tests started in Tonekabon, Mazandaran Province north of Iran, on Monday.

The competitions are attended by 89 Iranian and foreign wrestlers.

The 2-day contests are held to mark the Ten-Day Dawn celebrations
marking the victory of the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Five Iranian and seven foreign teams compete in the contests in eight

Turkmenistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Tagjikistan and
Jordan are represented at the competitions.

28 Iranian and 10 foreign referees judge the bouts.

The 2-day free style contests will start on Wednesday after the Greco-
Roman competitions end.

Americans can visit Iran for
economic, cultural purposes

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi said
here Monday that thereisno
hurdle in way of those
Americans willing to visit
Iran for economic and cul-
tural purposes.

Their visits however
should be “transparent” and
the goal behind visits should
be clear, Kharrazi told a
news conference attended by
tens of local and foreign cor-
respondents, IRNA reported.

The minister said the re-
cent problem which arose
during the recent visit to Iran
by some American nationals
stemmed from lack of trans-
parency. They arrived here
as tourists but they had ac-
tually been involved in other
affairs, Kharrazi added.

Asfar asthevisit islegal
there would be no obstacles
to American citizens' trip to
Iran, the foreign minister
stated.

There is no obstacle to
cultural and economic re-
lations between Iran and
America, he said, adding this
is the U.S. which has
slapped economic sanctions
on Iran, thus, banning Amer-
ican companies from any
trade dealswith Iran.

As for statements by
U.S. Secretary of State

Madeleine Albright on her

readiness for diaog with
Iran, Kharrazi confirmed the

report that Washington has

voiced its readiness to open
dialog with Iran. But nego-
tigtion is a bilateral issue,
Kharrazi said adding Tehran
maintains that there could be
no dialog with Washington
unless the Americans pro-
vide the suitable grounds for
the event.

As for unfriendly state-
ments made by Amir Ab-
dullah, the new Jordanian
king, Kharrazi said that the
Jordanian ambassador  to
Tehran denied that such
statements were made by the
king.

Kharrazi said due to lack
of time no delegation has
been dispatched to Amman
to take part in the funeral of
the late king Hussein. How-
ever, the Iranian ambassador
to Amman has taken part in

cisons that will pave the
way for strengthening trade
exchanges among the ECO
member states.

Addressing the opening
session of the seminar on
trade and investment in-
formation networking in the
southwestern subregion of

Iran, Chile review mining
cooperation

TEHRAN - Iranian Min-
ister of Mines and Metals
Eshag Jahangiri said on
Monday that slump in the oil
prices has caused an in-
crease in lranian non-oil ex-
ports with the mining sector
occupying a special place in
Iran’s exports.

In a meeting with Chi-
lean Minister of Mining Ser-
gio Jmenez Moraga, Ja
hangiri said Iran produces
100 million tons of 60 kinds
of mineras from 2,000
mines annually, IRNA re-
ported.

He said Iran produces six

million tons of sted,
110,000 tons of auminum
and 200,000 tons of cathode
copper annually.

Jahangiri referred to his
visit to the Chilean mining
research center last year and
said the center has good ca-
pacity which can be effective
in  Tehran-Santiago  coop-
eration in mining sector.

Jahangiri called for ex-
pansion of bilateral relations
and stressed that a letter of
understanding signed by the
two countries last year
should be implemented.

Jmenez Moraga said

Information minister resigns

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami ac-
cepted resignation of In-
formation Minister Qor-
banali Dorri  Najafabadi,
IRNA quoted the pres
ident’s office as saying on
Tuesday.

In response to the res-
ignation request of the in-
formation minister, Pres-
ident Khatami appreciated
services of Dorri  Na
jafabadi as well as those of
his colleagues at the In-
formation Ministry.

Dorri Najafabadi’'s res-
ignation comes after an ad-
mission by his ministry that
a number of “willful staff-
ers’” of the Information
Ministry were involved in

the recent killings in the
country.

Although President
Khatami has not yet nom-
inated Najafabadi’s suc-
Cessor, newspaper reports
Tuesday said he will bere-
placed by Ali Yunesi, a
member of the special com-
mittee set up by the pres-
ident to investigate into the
murders.

In his letter of resigna-
tion to the president, Dorri
Najafabadi said that despite
the “unkindness’ shown to
him by certain individuals
and circles, he had spared
no efforts in keeping the
Information Ministry to
tread on its right course and
keep away from minor sec-

ondary issues.

He further added in his
letter that the deplorable in-
cident at the ministry which
hurt every noble individual
and was strongly dis
approved by him, provoked
the hostile attack of the en-
emies - both from inside
and outside and contrary to
the national interests -
against the immense in-
formation and security
body of the country and
its devoted and hard-
working personnel.

Dorri Najafabadi said
that despite all the disgrace
and ingratitude shown in
this respect, such incidents
made him determined to
resign his position in order

to create a suitable at-
mosphere and provide the
required conditions for the
ministry to fulfil its im-
portant accomplishments.

To this end, the in-
formation-security com-
munity of the country will
powerfully proceed on the
path to preserve achieve-
ments of the Islamic Rev-
olution and safeguard prin-
ciples of the Islamic
Republic of Iran as well as
rights of the lranian cit-
izens.

Chile produces four million
tons of copper annually, 3.9
million tons of which are ex-
ported.

He said Iran can be a
trade center in the region and
Asia and hoped that the Chi-
lean embassy and trade of-
fice would be opened in Iran
soon.

The Chilean minister
said “the government of
Chile supports lIran's pro-
posa  on dialog amongst
civilization.”

Moraga further said, “the
world can fully utilize the
proposal on dialog amongst
civilizations.”

He reiterated that his
country is prepared to ex-
pand political, economic
and trade ties with Iran and
intends to open an embassy
in Tehran.

He also said that the min-
ing sector can serve as a link
facilitating bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries.

The two countries signed
an agreement on cooperation
in the mines and metals sec-
tor as well as in scientific
and technical fields, in Chile
last February.

Moragaisaso carrying a
written message for Pres
ident Khatami from the
Chilean president.
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the ceremony on behalf of
the islamic republic of iran,
he said.

Asfor Iran’s lega action
against the U.S. over landing
of two American missiles in
Khorramshahr and Abadan,
Kharrazi said Iran has pro-
vided the required docu-
ments, information and pho-
tos evidencing the damages
it sustained by the missile
which hit Khorramshahr ear-
ly December, adding that the
case is being followed by
Iran to make U.S. com-
pensate for the damage.
Kharrazi noted that Tehran
also expects formal apology
from the Washington in this
connection.

Regarding the second
U.S. missile which hit Ab-
adan, Kharrazi said Iran is
now busy collecting docu-
ments and information to

evaluate the damage for
which it wants U.S. to com-
pensate.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said with reference to
the scheduled visit to Tehran
of German Minister of Chan-
cellery Hombakh, that his
visit to the Iranian capital is
a token of the interest of the
German  government  to
mend and upgrade relations
with [ran.

On relations between
Iran and Russia, he said that
Russia appreciates the |slam-
ic Revolution better than
many other countries do. He
added that relations between
Iran and Russia is very good
and is steadily developing.

Commenting also on the
planned visit to Rome of the
Iranian  president  Mo-
hammad Khatami, he said
that during his visit to Rome,
the Iranian president would
probably discuss with Pope
John Paul Il such topics as
dialog amongst civilizations
and among religions and cul-
tures.

Commenting on Turkish-
Zionist regime cooperation,
he said the Islamic Republic
condemns Turkey’'s coop-
eration with Israel and con-
siders that as a threat to re-
giona security.

Asked to comment on
the question of Irag, Khar-
razi said that the Islamic Re-

Economic and Social Coun-
cil for Asia and Pecific (ES-
CAP) held in Tehran (Feb-
ruary 7-9), he said that
members of the Economic
Cooperation  Organization
can expect to develop into a
large economic  union and
move toward a more rapid
economic development
through increasing their
shares of intra-group and
global trade exchanges,
IRNA reported.

The ECO countries’ im-
ports from other countries of
theworld amounted to Dirs
85 hillion in 1996 while their
intraregional imports stood
at DIrs 5.5 billion, he said.

In other words, he added,
the share of intraECO im-
ports in the said year was
only 6.51 percent of the

ECO countries tota im-
ports.
These figures clearly

show that the ECO countries
are not fully  informed of
one another’s economic ca
pabilities and are unaware of
the trade and investment op-
portunities that stand before
them in their very own re-
gion, Khosrowtg stressed.

Elsewhere in his speech,
Khosrowtgj noted that terms
and regulations for joint ven-
ture and investment projects
should be compiled system-
aicaly and made available
to interested parties within
the grouping.

An efficient information

public does not approve for-
eign intervention in Irag. He
added that the responsibility
to decide for the future of
Irag rests solely with the
people of that country. He
commented that the Iragi
government would do better
if it accepted and complied
with the 1975 treaty and
U.N. Security Council res
olution 598. He added that
the Islamic Republic is de-
termined to solve al past
discrepancies  with neigh-
boring Irag.

Asked to comment on
the exportation of the revolu-
tion, the Iranian foreign min-
ister said that the Islamic Re-
public does not consider the
idea with the interpretation
that certain foreign circles
may read into it.

He said revolution is not
anything that can be ex-
ported by force.

He added ideas may find
their way in new territories;
other nations may copy out
one system. This, he said,
does not mean the exporta-
tion of the Islamic Revolu-
tion by force. It means, he
said, other Mudlim nations
may become interested in the
Islamic norms and it in-
dicates their interest in giv-
ing effect to those norms.

Asked about his re-
fraining from giving lecture
a Institute for Foreign Re-
lations in France during his
recent trip there, Kharrazi
said it is an internationally
accepted norm that when a
visiting minister isto give a
lecture at a gathering, the
host country should guar-
antee the security of the
meeting.

“We were informed that
some known elements had
taken part in the meeting
and the security officials did
not approve my presence in
the meeting. However we
asked the official of the
meeting to send out those
elements but much to our re-
gret they refused to do so
which is totally inconsistent
with security principles.”
Kharrazi however referred
to the perfect overall security
provided by the French of-
ficials during his recent visit
to France.

ran calls for more ECO trade exchanges

networking should be able
not only to reflect the pos-
itive and constructive in-
formation but must aso
show the weak points and
shortcomings  existing in
member countries that may
negatively affect the process
of trade, he added.

He said that the in-
formation networking sys-
tem in the Economic Coop-
eration Organization should
be an active and updated
center for the exchange of
coordinated and compatible
trade data among the or-
ganization's members.

“Considering the vast
ECO areaand its 300 million
population, the trans-
portation of goods among
ECO countries and between
ECO and other parts of
the world gains increasing
importance and every step
taken in the field of transport
will have an overall impact
on the regiona trade and
will work as a catalyst to re-
vitalize joint endeavors.”

Khosrowtgj called on the
ECO secretariat to mobilize
resources for the creation
and expansion of the multi-
modal transport networks
among the member states.

With the completion and
coming into service of the
Tajan-Sarakhs-Mashhad rail-
road project, Iran has taken
a successful step in that di-
rection in cooperation with
Turkmenistan, he stressed.
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