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Parliament approves manufacture

of national satdllite

TEHRAN - The Islamic Consultative Assembly (Majlis) has approved al- | N

location of DIrs 50-300 million for manufacture of Iran’s national satellite.
Speaking to reporters, deputy at Post, Telegraph and Telephone Ministry
in educational, research and technology affairs, Mostafa Safavi said that spe-
cific points has been determined on the geo stationary orbit (GSO) for Iran.
In case of Iran’s failure to use these points they will be turned over to other

applicant countries, he said.

Safavi added as Iran lacks such atechnology it will assign manufacture of
the national satellite to aforeign company through an international tender.

Chairman of Expediency Counll
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Afghan ethnic groups must

end fighting, establisn peace

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
said on Tuesday the Shi'ite
and Sunni religious leaders
and the tribal leadersin Af-
ghanistan should reach an
understanding to put an end
to fighting and destruction in
the country.

In a meeting with the
members of the secretariat of
the Afghan Shi’ite and Sun-
ni religious leaders, Raf-
sanjani expressed regret over
the miserable situation in Af-
ghanistan and said un-
fortunately, the events in the
wake of driving the (former
Soviet) occupation force
from Afghanistan, civil war

and fratricide turned the
sweetness of the victory into
a hitter tragedy and the ex-
tent of bloodshed is growing
day by day, IRNA reported.

Rafsanjani said use of
force and violence will get
nowhere in Afghanistan.

Rafsanjani said, “now af-
ter years of civil war and
fratricide in Afghanistan it
has become clear to all fac-
tions and ethnical entities
that fighting and violence
will not bring victory and
there is no other aternative
but participation of all fac-
tionsto establish peace and
security.”

He said unilateral sup-
port for a specific group in
Afghanistan is aso futile

Iran, Pakistan to coordinate
anti-drug campaign with
UNDCP

TEHRAN - Secretary of
Iranian anti-drug campaign
headquarters ~ Mohammad
Fallah, his Pakistani counter-
part Tariq Aziz and head of
the United Nations Drug
Control Program Bernard
Farrahi opened a two-day
meeting in Tehran to co-
ordinate anti-drug cam-
paign.

Addressing the tripartite
meeting, Falah said the
drugs have caused great
problem requiring an inter-
national cooperation among
states and the United Nations
Drug Control  Program,
IRNA reported.

He said the drug traf-
ficking brings a large quan-
tity of profit and the traf-
fickers become increasingly
richer.

He said after the Iranian
military exercisesin the east-
ern borders of the country,
the traffickers have now
moved to the Iran-Pakistan
borders. He called for an in-
tensified action by the two
countries drug  fighting
squads.

The Pakistani official in
charge of campaign against
drug trafficking said Paki-
stan is ready to make use of
the experiences of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in
fighting drugs.

He said the Pakistani

'Green’
festival to
SCreen over
450 fllms

TEHRAN - Over some
450 Iranian and Foreign mo-
vies are  to be screened at
the Internationd  Sabz
(green) Film Festival in Teh-
ran, secretariat of the fes
tival announced on Tuesday.

The six-day film festival
is to start from February 28
up to March 5 in which 23
animation films, 318 docu-
mentary and feature  mo-
vies, 14 video clips aong
with 12 feature movies are
to be shown for the public,
IRNA reported.

According to the report,
the number of movies which
have been sent to the festival
has set a record compared to

similar festivals held
around the globe.
The films from Iran,

France, Sweden, the Nether-
lands, China, Japan, Swit-
zerland, America, Greece,
Britain, Kyrgyzstan, Russia,
Germany, Australia, Can-
ada, India, Korea, Turkmeni-
stan, Hong Kong, Lebanon
and Tagjikistan are to be
screened during the festival.

In addition to the above
movies some 25 other mo-
vies produced by the
UNESCO and Iran are to be
shown in English.

Felicitations

Thursday, February 11,
marks the 20th an-
niversary of the victory
of the Idamic Revolu-
tion. Ettelaat Inter-
national  congratulates
the nation on this aus-
picious occasion.

government has adopted
strategy to prevent  poppy
cultivation and to replace
planting poppy with other
produces.

Aziz said in 1980s, about
80,000 hectares of land were
under cultivation of poppy
seeds which it has now de-
clined to only 2,000 hec-
tares. He expressed hope that
in the year 2000 the figure
would fall to zero. The Pak-
istani official said the prob-
lem of drug smuggling to
Iran and Pakistan will not be
solved unless a stable gov-
ernment comes to power in
Afghanistan.

Aziz said about 4.3 mil-
lion drug addicts are living
in Pakistan and the Pak-
istani government is working
hard to stop smuggling of
drugs to save the young gen-
eration in Pakistan.

Farrahi said this this part
of the world especialy Af-
ghanistan isthe center of in-
ternational concern.

He said in 1998, 63,000
hectares of land went under
poppy cultivation in Af-
ghanistan, vyielding 2,100
tons of drugs.

The UNDCP officia said
wide-scale cooperation be-
tween the Iranian and Pak-
istani police forces are re-
quired to fight transit of
drugsin the border areas.

and now some neighboring
states have reached the con-
clusion that backing an Af-
ghan group and ignoring the
others will  not solve any
problem, but on the contrary
will aggravate the situation.

Rafsanjani said the cur-
rent situation in Afghanistan
is harmful to the neighboring
states, the region and the en-
tireworld.

“Exporting drugs from
Afghanistan has embarrassed
the world. The neighboring
states are required to prepare
the ground for national rec-
onciliation in Afghanistan
and a broad-based govern-
ment to be formed in the
country,” he said.

Ambassador :

President:

day said

fulfilling

scrutiny in

Defense of congtitution
essentia for safeguarding values

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Tues-
that defense of the constitution is a must for
preservation of Islamic and revolutionary values.

The president made the remark in a meeting with
members of the board for following up and supervision
over the performance of the constitution.

Praising the efforts made by members of the board in
their responsibilities with an academic and re-
alistic outlook, the president said that the congtitution is
the pivot of the Islamic system.

Underlining the need for clarification of the status of
the president in connection with his responsibility in en-
forcing the constitution, Khatami said the limit of the au-
thority that hasbeen bestowed to the president to defend
peopl €' srights should be specified.

Calling on members of the board to further practice
their work, the president said that parts of
the problems facing the constitution originate from am-
biguities existing in the law.

He told the board members to continue their effort
and remove the present ambiguities on the basis of ac-
ademic methods as was practiced before.

Tieswith Kuwait of high priority
In Iranian diplomacy

TEHRAN - Iranian Am-
bassador to Kuwait Ali Jan-
nati  said on Tuesday that
Iran's foreign policy gives
specia priority to relations
with Kuwait.

Speaking to IRNA on the
occasion of the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of
the Ilamic Revolution, Jan-
nati said that many  polit-
ical, economic and cultural
commonalties have tightly
connected Iran and Kuwait.

Due to the same reason
Iran has been trying to pro-
mote itsties with Kuwait on
the basis of strong bonds and
commonalties it shares with
Kuwait, he added.

Continued exchange of
talks between Iranian and
Kuwaiti officias, said Jan-
nati, have led to bringing
about mutual understanding.
He said that exchange of del-
egations, formation of ajoint
political committee as well
as a coordination committee
to facilitate exchange of
goods, exchange of talks to
sign agreement to encourage
mutua investment, removal
of double-taxation mech-
anism and signing  of mem-
oranda of understanding on
mutual economic and tech-
nical cooperation are among
important steps taken by the
two countries to expand bi-
lateral cooperation.

He added that conclusion
of a contract for transit of
passenger  ships, export of

lranian airlines to use
nursing services

TEHRAN - The first
group of flight nurses will
start their work in Iranian
airlines on their local and
foreign flights simultaneous
with the 20th anniversary of
the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, it was an-
nounced here Tuesday.

Speaking to IRNA, of-
ficia in charge of the re-
cently-held flight nursing
course, Dr. Jamshid Shardfi,
said the aim behind such a
course is to increase clinical
care for passengers and
boost flight safety and pre-
vent possible mortality.

According to Shardfi in
many parts of the world em-
ployment of flight nursesin
long distance flights, emer-

gency landings in war time
or in unprecedented events
has served to lower flight
mortality rate and thus, in-
creasing flight safety.

He said that the courseis
co-sponsored by Iran’s Civil
Aviation Organization,
Asseman airling, Iran Air
and the Air Force. Holding
the course has saved the
country DlIrs 1.2 million, he
said adding that the course
was held according to all in-
ternational standards.

Iran can hold such cours-
es in other developing coun-
tries especialy in Islamic
countries, he added.

Graduation ceremony of
the students will be held on
February 18.

|slamic Labor Party
comes Into existence

TEHRAN - Islamic Labor Party started its work  of-
ficially with Alireza Mahjoub, Ms. Soheila Jelodarzadeh
and Abdor-Rahman Tajeddin as its founding members.

Abolgasem Sarhadizadeh, an active member of the
party, told IRNA Tuesday that the party aims to make
production forces contribute to political power.

Despite having their own representatives in the Is-
lamic Consultative Assembly (Mgjlis) the production
forces are not present in the decision making centers,
he said adding “we are of the belief that the absence of
production forces in political centers has caused several
economic problems thus, causing diversion of economic

projects.”

In its latest congress in last May the Worker House
decided to establish the Islamic Labor Party.

goods from Kuwait to Cen-
tral Asiavia Iran, promotion
of scientific and educational
links and cooperation be-
tween lIranian and Kuwaiti
parliaments have been ef-
fective in expansion of bi-
lateral relations.

Jannati said that Iran and
Kuwait are to cooperate in
protecting marine environ-
ment, consult on their re-
lations with Irag and both
are of the same belief that
Irag must abide by U.N. res-
olutions.

He said that Iran pursues
the policy of detente and is
for establishment and con-

solidation of ties with all
countries,  especialy with
the Arab states of the region
based on mutual respect
and understanding.

Influenced by the view-
points of President Mo-
hammad Khatami, Iran’s
foreign policy is based on
good neighborliness and
cooperation with the Persian
Gulf littoral states, Jannati
added.

As chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Idamic
Conference (OIC) Iran will
try to unite al Muslim states
and ease border and regional
tensions, he concluded.

Tehran to host APO session

TEHRAN - The 39th session of heads of productivity organizations of
member states of the Asian Productivity Organization (APO) is to be held
here next week.

The Organization for Employment and State Administrative Affairs ina
statement issued here Monday, said that short-term and long-term programs
of productivity organizations of the member states as well as programs im-
plemented by the APO last year will be on the agenda of the meeting.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, Taiwan, India, Japan, South Korea, Nepal,
Pakistan, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri Lanka,
gapore, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Fiji and Mongolia are member countries of

Indonesia, Sin-

lran, Chile to bolster
bilateral relations

TEHRAN - The visiting
Chilean Minister of Mining
Sergi  Jimenes Moraga in a
meeting here Tuesday with
the Iranian Foreign Min-
ister, Kama Kharrazi, sub-
mitted a message from
Chile's President Eduardo
Frel Ruiz-Tagle for his Ira-
nian counterpart President
Mohammad Khatami.

In the meeting, Moraga
and Kharrazi exchanged
views on ways to further bol-
ster the two countries’ bi-
lateral cooperation, IRNA re-
ported.

Moraga said that his
country is ready to pave the
way for the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to enter into
the 800 million-populated
market of the American con-
tinent.

Referring to the Chilean
experience in area of the
copper industry and the Ira-
nian experience in the ail in-
dustry, Moraga expressed
hope that his visit to Iran
will help promote trade ex-
change between Tehran and
Santiago specifically in these
two sectors.

He pointed that the ob-
jective of appointing the
Chilean  accredited am-
bassador to Iran is to further
promote the Iran-Chile bi-
lateral relations.

Kharrazi on his part wel-
coming measures and en-
deavors made by Chile's
government aiming at pro-
moting bilatera relations,
said that Chile in the Latin
American region and the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in the

Japanese resear cher:

Middle East and Centra
Asian region are two im-
portant nations which can
exchange their experiences
in various areas particularly
in the copper and oail in-
dustries.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister added that Chile can
aso use vast possibilities
available in Iran such as the
Iranian roads and railway to
provide its access to Centra
Asian market.

The Chilean minister
currently in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran on an officia
visit so far has conferred
with some of the ranking Ira-
nian  officials on the bi-
lateral relations and coop-
eration  specifically in
economic aress.

|ranian women progressed well

TEHRAN - Iranian
women’'s participation in
the society is visibly in-
creasing after the revolu-
tion, and “particularly after
Khatami’s presidency. The
Iranian women have oc-
cupied high  government
and executive posts,” said
Hisae Nakanishi, political
researcher on Middle East
affairs and associate pro-
fessor at Koryo inter-
national college in Japan.

Nakanishi told Iran
News that during her stay
in Iran she observed that
Iranian women aso work
hard outside their homes
and are really participating
in public affairs.

Touching on the new
image of Iran in the inter-
national arena after Pres-
ident Mohammad Kha-
tami’s victory, she said
“after Khatami’s victory in
the presidential elections
both western and Japanese
media give full coverage to
Iranian young women's
participation in politics.”

She said that she had
witnessed for herself that
more women including
younger ones are par-
ticipating in many govern-
mental positions and work-
ing in female societies and
unions.”

Nakanishi also noted
that political consciousness

of women in Iran is higher
when compared to Japanese
women adding “l can find
some similarities between
Iran and Japan about di-
vorce law. | believe that
women'’s rights in the fami-
ly should be more improved
in both countries.”

On the recent visit of
Iranian foreign minister to
Japan, she expressed hope
that friendly relations be-
tween Iran and Japan will
improve.

Ms. Nakanishi was here
on the invitation of the Min-
istry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance to participate in
a seminar on the basics of
dialog among civilizations.

Iran close to producing passenger airplanes

TEHRAN - Defense
Minister ~ Admiral Ali
Shamkhani  here on Tues-
day announced that the first
batch of Iranian made pas-
senger airplanes would en-
ter the country’s fleet in the
early years of the third
decade after the victory of
the Islamic Revolution.

Shamkhani made the re-
mark in ceremony held by
Iran’s national air carrier
‘Iran Air’ to mark the 20th
anniversary of the victory
of the Islamic Revolution,
IRNA reported.

“The needed expertise
in this area followed the in-
creased self-confidence and
self-reliance by domestic
experts in various
industries especialy in the
aircraft industry.

“Domestic  production
of passenger airplanes
would eliminate the last
element of dependence on
foreigners,” Shamkhani
said.

The defense minister re-
called that prior to the vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, over 1,000 foreign

experts were active in
technical departments of
‘Iran Air’. Following their
exit, he added, all
flight services including re-
pair and maintenance were
carried out by Iranian ex-
perts.

According to Shamk-
hani, lran Air has trans-
ported some 123 million
passengers since its es
tablishment, of which 104
million flied Iran Air after
the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion.

Shamkhani pointed out

drama.

'Children of Heaven' nominated
for Oscar award

TEHRAN - The Iranian film ‘Children of Heaven',
1999 Oscar nominee in the best foreign film category.

The film depicts the story of a sister and brother from a poor family but with great hu-
man expectations who live with their parentsin a shanty homein Tehran.

The daughter of the family, the 7-year old Zahra, loses her shoes on her way home
from a cobbler together with her 9-year old brother Ali. The two decide to conced the se-
cret from their parents and as a solution plan to use Ali’ s canvas shoes alternately.

In an article appearing in the weekly Gazette, the American film critic, Diana Green has
described * Children of Heaven' as unparalleled in its kind.

Green has opined that Iranian films, compared to the world’s most famous films, are
the essence of simplicity, attraction and

She said such films begin with a simple story but gradually developsinto a great human

meaningful ness.

‘Children of Heaven' will be screened in Washington on Friday.

directed by Majid Majidi, is a

'Iran Khodrow' sets new record in alito production

TEHRAN - Managing
Director of Iran Khodrow
company Manouchehr Gha-
ravi said that that his com-
pany has produced 111,112
vehicles, including taxis,
vans, 96,828 Paykan and
14,284 Peugect cars since
March 21, 1998. Taking to
reporters, Gharavi said the
number of vehicles produced
by the company equalled last
year’ stotal output.

Gharavi said that his
company sold over 107,000
vehicles to applicants in the
said period.

He said that Iran Kho-
drow is expected to produce
asmany as 250,000 Paykan
and Peugeot cars by March
20, 2000.

Moreover, he said that
1,776 buses have been pro-
duced by the company since
March 21, 1998.

He added that 400,000

Bahrain optimistic about future tieswith Iran

TEHRAN - The Bah-
raini  Foreign  Minister,
Sheikh Muhammad bin
Mubarak bin Hamad al-
Khalifa said in Manama on
Tuesday, “we are op-
timistic about prospect of
ties with Iran as well as

President Khatami's con-
fidence building policies.”
Meeting lranian Am-
bassador to Bahrain Jalal
Firouz-Nia, Al-Khalifa also
underlined the need to take
effective steps to further
strengthen bilateral polit-

ical and economic ties.

The talks also included
the brotherly ties existing
between the two coun-
tries, expansion of coop-
eration in various fields
and the latest regional de-

velopments.

people are engaged in pro-
duction of auto spare parts
of whom 80 to 90 percent of-
fer their products to Iran
Khodrow.

70 percent of Peugeot
parts are manufacture do-
mestically and there are
plans to manufacture al oth-
er parts inside the country
by March 20, 2000, Gharavi
noted.

Iran Khodrow exported
DIrs 15 million worth of

Judiciary head:

Peugeot parts produced at
the company this year and
the export figure is expected
to reach DIrs 28 million next
year, he said, adding that
his company has exported
500 Paykan cars to Sudan
thisyear.

He said the country
needs 500,000 vehicles an-
nualy and that annualy
more than 300,000 people
apply for buying Iranian-
made cars.

M ore prisoners to be
pardoned this year

TEHRAN - Head of the
Judiciary Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Yazdi said here
Tuesday that more prisoners
will be pardoned by the
Leader of the Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei this
year on the occasion of the
20th anniversary of the tri-
umph of the Islamic Revolu-
tion. Yazdi made the remark
during a visit to the prisons
organizations.

He did not give any num-
bers.

Turning to Idlamic laws
on amnesty, he said of
course pardoning prisoners
should not discredit judicial
verdicts.

He expressed hope that
more prisoners would be giv-
en leave to spend the new
year holidays (beginning
March 21) with their fam-
iliesthisyear.
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that the growth in air trans-
portation happened despite
the war and the 50 percent
drop in oil prices, further
adding that the growth is
also indicative of the jump
in the social welfare in
Iran.

The defense minister
cited national unity as a
major reason for Iran’s
many successes in the areas
of science, industry, culture
and economy. The success-
es, he said, were sources of
major disappointments for
the enemies of the country.

Amongst the major
goals during the third dec-
ade after the victory of the
|slamic Revolution, Shamk-
hani enumerated political
and cultural developments,
expanding participation of
people in the affairs and
strengthening the work eth-
icsin the country.

Earlier on Monday, the
defense  minister in-
augurated a factory affili-
ated to the Defence Min-
istry  which  produces
D.N.T., dinitrotoluene.

Defense Ministry’s do-
mestic experts have imple-
mented the factory’s vari-

Foreign minister:

ous phases including man-
ufacturing, installation, and
operation.

Shamkhani said, “with
the factory starting opera-
tion, the country has be-
come self-sufficient in pro-
ducing dinitrotoluene
which has both military and
non-military applications.

Referring to the wide-
spread use of the D.N.T. in
non-military industries he
said, “an increase in the use
of poly-organic com-
pounds in the country’s
various industries had ne-
cessitated production  of
D.N.T.”

Special attention paid to
the environmental safety
standards is also a prom-
inent feature of the project,
Shamkhani added.

He also cited the export
of technology, design, and
building technique of
D.N.T. unit as additional
benefits of the project.

The total capital in-
vestment made in the de-
sign, construction, in-
stallation, and
commissioning of the fac-
tory stands at Rls 62 bil-
lion, Shamkhani concluded.

Iran, world's most
Independent, stable country

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi here Mon-
day said that the Islamic Republic of Iran is the most in-
dependent and  stable country in the world.

Addressing officials and staff of the Foreign Ministry, he
stressed that Iran can be a good model for other countries,

IRNA reported.

Praising his ministry’s role in cultural and economic af-
fairs abroad, he said that in foreign policy affairs, the ministry
is responsible for both policy making and carrying out pol-
icies. Kharrazi further underlined the need for making use of
knowledge of the Iranian thinkers in order to improve the

country’sforeign  policy.

The ministry has been involved in the heavy responsibility
of introducing the Islamic Revolution to the people al over
the globe in the past few years, he added.

In this relation, the foreign minister noted, the ministry
has to equip itself with the knowledge of analysis and other

necessary
on the principles of

requirements to take appropriate policies based
itsforeign policy.
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