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Mexico for expansion of
relations with Iran

TEHRAN - Mexican Charge d Affaires in Tehran Juan Jose Huerta
Flores Wednesday called for expansion of mutual ties with Iran.

Submitting a copy of his credentials to Foreign Minister Kamal Khar-

razi, the Mexican dipiomat expressed his country’s firm determination to pro- | N T E R N A T | @) N A L

Multipurpose vessel to join
Iran’s shipping fleet

TEHRAN - The multipurpose ship ‘Iran-Tabatabai€’ is soon to join
Iran’s shipping fleet, said Iran’s Shipping Organization official Hassan Ha
midi in Tokyo on Thursday.

mote  relationswith Iran.

The Iranian foreign minister in reply referred to joint stands of Tehran
and Mexico City towards such issues as dissrmament and expansion of ec-
onomic cooperation and described Iran as a gate to Central Asian countries

and Mexico as a great gate to regional markets.

Kharrazi also welcomed the interest shown by Mexico in further expan-
between the

sion and consolidation of mutual and international relations

two countries.

The Only International Persian Daily Newspaper

L eader sends message on revolution anniversary

TEHRAN - The Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on
Wednesday sent a message
to the nation on the eve of
the anniversary of the tri-
umph of the Islamic Revolu-
tion.

In his message, the Lead-
er recaled some of the na
tiona afflictions before the
triumph of the revolution
and the hard path that the na-
tion took for fighting the rul-
ing monarchy in Iran.

“What occurred in Iran
in the course of the Islamic
struggle was without prec-
edence in our own history...
During that time our Imam
led the people in their strug-
gle and at the same time pi-
oneered the idea of an Islam-
ic government,” IRNA
quoted the message as say-
ing.

It stressed that the Imam
proposed the political school

of Isam and thereby dis-
credited the cultural and po-
litical efforts of the enemies
of Islam during a century
and a half.

The Iranian people in-
stituted an Islamic system of
government  relying on a
single motto and on the bold
and wise leadership of aman
of a divine personality, and
offered the world people a
political system composed of
representatives of the masses
and not of the corrupt and
dependent lords and aris-
tocrats, the message further
read

As the revolution tri-
umphed and as the Islamic
Republic was instituted,
two developments began si-
multaneously throughout the
world - praise by oppressed
and tyrannized nations, and
especialy among Mudim
nations and, the second, plot-
ting and conspiracy by ar-

First home-made
helicopters to become
operational next year

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Wednes-
day inspected the first helicopters manufactured by Iranian ex-
perts of the Company for Support and Renovation of Hel-
icopters, affiliated to the Aviation Industries Organization of

the armed forces.

The production line of ‘ Shabaviz 2-75" and ‘2061 will be-

come operational next year.

Shabaviz 2-75s are light transportation helicopters with a
capacity of 2,200 kg of passengers and cargo on board or
2,500 kg of cargo out of board with no passenger.

The helicopter can fly a distance of about 500 km with no
need of refueling at an atitude of 12,600 feet under suitable

weather conditions.

Designer of the helicopters engineer Fereydoun Qarib told
IRNA that Iranian experts implemented the project in a period

of two and ahalf years.

He said that the similar foreign manufactured product
costs 4.5 to 5 million dollars whereas domestic production of
the helicopters saves about 3 million dollars.

He further remarked that as of the next Iranian calendar
year (beginning March 21) two Shabaviz 2-75 will be man-
ufactured annually, adding that the number will be doubled in

the future.

The ‘2061’ helicopter with a capacity of five passengers
on board is designed for reconnaissance and training missions.
Production of this type of helicopters will save over

200,000 dollars each.

After inspecting various sections of the company, the pres-
ident told a gathering of the personnel and officials that efforts
should be made to equip the society with three principles of
faith, determination and knowledge.

He further remarked that independence and dignity will be
preserved by arming determination and faith with knowledge
in an effort to remove the bottlenecks one after another.

Expressing satisfaction over the fact that determination
and faith in the armed forces is now equipped with knowl-
edge, the president said that for this same reason more
progress is being attained constantly.

Pointing to this year's coincidence of the revolution’s an-
niversary (February 11) with the martyrdom anniversary of
Imam Jaafar Sadeq (a.s.), the sixth Imam of the household of
Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him), President Khatami
said that the ISamic Republic and the society are indebted to
the sublime teachings of the pioneers.

He expressed the hope that the Islamic Republic will take
steps in the path of the divine vanguards and treat people, es-
pecialy the youth, with kindness and affection.

The president stressed that preservation of this path is de-
fense of the sacred school of Imam Sadeq (a.s.) according to
which both women and men must be respected in the society.

Prior to the president’s remarks, Defense Minister Ad-
miral Shamkhani said that today what officials of the country
feel necessary will definitely be manufactured by the air,
ground and naval forces of the armed forces.

Later, the Iranian-made helicopters made test flightsin the
presence of the president as well as military commanders and

agroup of civilian officials.

Prague callsfor removal of problems
intieswith Tehran

TEHRAN - Czech Prime Minister Milos Zeman, in
Prague Wednesday said his country attaches great im-
portanceto itstieswith the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Attending at a special ceremony held in Prague to mark
the Islamic Revolution anniversary, Zeman hoped for re-
moval of the existing problems on the way of bilatera
Prague-Tehran relations and expansion of historic and tradi-

tional ties between the

two countries, IRNA reported from

Vienna Last October, in reaction to Czech Republic’s move

to launch

radio Free Europe which airs Persian language

programs, Iran lowered its relations with the Czech Republic
and recalled its ambassador from Prague. Iran’s temporary
charge d' affaires to Prague welcoming the presence of Czech
officias including Prime Minister Zeman in the ceremony
said Iran hopes that under Zeman’s premiership efforts would
be made for removal of the problems stemming from recent
policies of the Czech Republic against Iran.

Tehran welcomes expansion of
economic ties with Pyong Y ong

TEHRAN - Deputy Foreign Minister for Asia-Pacific Af-
fairs Mohsen Aminzadeh told Foreign Minister of the Dem-

ocratic

People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) Hong Soon

Young in Pyong Yang on Wednesday that Tehran welcomes
expansion of its economic ties with Pyong Y ong.

Aminzadeh said that expansion of bilateral economic re-
lations will be beneficia to both sides and will strengthen sta-
bility and peace in the Korean peninsula, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran believes the two Koreas should follow
up the unification of both Koreas through peaceful means on
the basis of Korean peopl€’ sinterests and Iran isready to con-
tribute to strengthening of peace and stability and easing ten-

sion in the Korean peninsula

Hong Soon Young said that the DPRK is keen on ex-
panding its relations with Iran, hoping to see the two coun-
tries making use of their potential under present international
conditions so as to enhance mutual economic and com-

mercial cooperation.

rogant world governments, it
sad.

However, the message
stressed, the pioneer and har-
binger of that irreconcilable
enmity with the Islamic Re-
public was the American
government and its Zionist
appendix in the Middle East
which, as the result of the
fal of the former regime,
had lost their most obedient
aly and lackey in the re-
gion.

“Only one of the hostile
acts of the United States was
its provocation of the Iragi
government and aso ther
comprehensive support for
that regime for launching a
devastating war against Iran
which lasted for eight
years.”

But, the message further
added, despite al that our
great revolution marched on
its arduous road with pride
and confidence, and the na-

tion, inspired by the guid-
ance of the Iman and relying
also on their faith and de-
termination left the difficult
passes of the revolution be-
hind.

“Today, like every other
time in the past, our enemies
are weaving plots against us,
but then our future is bright.
The new generation is ready
to challenge the known en-
emies of the nation. Today,
our youth, looking back to
the history of the past fateful
20 years, is knowledgeable
about the United States and
Zionism and will not be be-
guiled by their tricks, nor by
their smiles nor by ther
frowns,” said the message.

Elsewhere in his mes
sage the Leader advised ad-
ministrators and officials
with the three branches of
the government and the
armed forces to appreciate
the value of serving the no-

ble Iranian nation.

He aso cdled on the
youth of the country to seize
upon their youthful op-
portunities as an occasion for
the self-education of the
mind and the body. “Know
your country and the lofty
status that it has attained as a
blessing of the Islamic Rev-
olution,” the message read.

Addressing myself to all
political and other group-
ings, the Leader said that a
healthy political struggle, if
pursued without unnecessary
conflicts and without a
smear campaign and with-
out defaming opponents and
if pursued with a good in-
tention is an act of worship,
and will impress the people
and will appeal to them. “En-
gagement in partisan busi-
ness should not adversely af-
fect our nationa unity and
solidarity,” said the message
in conclusion.

|ran attaches great importance to

ties with neighboring countries

TEHRAN - The Azeri

President Heydar Aliyev
said in Baku Tuesday night
that the Islamic Republic of
Iran faced a great dea of
difficulties following the
victory of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution and removed all
of them through unity and
solidarity of the nation.

Making the remark in a
ceremony commemorating
the 20th anniversary of the
Islamic Revolution, he add-
ed that the Islamic Republic
is enjoying a special posi-
tion in the world, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to  Tehran-
Baku friendly relations, he
said that the two countries
economic ties have been
highly promoted in the past
few years.

Praising Iran's clear
stands concerning  “Ar-
menia’s aggression against
Azerbaijan,” Aliyev
stressed that his country re-
spects the territoria in-
tegrity of all countries.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
Ambassador to Baku, Al-
ireza Bigdeli briefed the au-
dience on the positive
achievements of the Islamic

Revolution in Iran.

Iran attaches great im-
portance to its ties with the
neighboring countries, the
Republic of Azerbaijan in
particular, he added.

Bigdeli further voiced
Iran’s readiness to help in
settlement of the Karabakh
dispute.

Senior Azeri officiasin-
cluding prime minister, par-
liament speaker, foreign
minister and a number of po-
litical representatives from
some foreign countries in
Baku were present in the cer-
emony.

TEHRAN - lran's
Physical Education Or-
ganization on Wednesday
backed the proposa made
by the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) to
establish an international
drug-testing agency to
fight abuse of drugs in
sports.  Iranian  Vice
President and head of the
Physical Education  Or-
ganization Mostafa Hah-
semi-Taba emphasized the

" Iran backs 10C proposal to establish |
International drug testing agency

need for serious campaign
against use of drugs in all
athletic fields, IRNA re-
ported. Hashemi-Taba's
statement came after a res-
olution adopted by the
three-day world doping con-
ference in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland on February 5  to
fight doping by athletes. The
Iranian sports officia ex-
pressed hope that with co-
ordination of the Nationa
Olympic Committees

(NPCS) wordwide and the
international sports federa-
tions the drug-testing
agency would start opera-
tion soon.

The 10C said the
agency will become opera-
tional in Olympic games
in Sydney next vyear
(2000). The agency will
involve  representatives
from governments and
non-governmental or-

ganizations, it said.

J

International Fajr Film Festival

concludes work

TEHRAN - The 17th In-
ternational Fajr Film Festival
concluded work by intro-
ducing the top film makers
and artists in the domestic
and international sections.

The international jury
awarded Crysta Cimorgh
prize of the best film to ‘' The
Color of God directed by
Majid Majidi from Iran.

Crystal Cimorgh prize of
best director was awarded to
Ebrahim Hatamikia for the
film *The Red Ribbon’ from
Iran.

Feng Xiaoning from Chi-

na received the Crysta Ci-
morgh prize of the best
screenplay for the film ‘Red
River Valley'.

The jury also awarded
diplomas of honor to ‘Our
God's Brother’ by
Krzyszrtof Zanussi from Po-
land and ‘Killers' by Dargjan
Omirbaev from Kazakhstan.

Crystal Cimorgh of spe-
cia jury prize was awarded
to the film ‘ The Perfect Cir-
cle’ directed by Ademir Ke-
novic from Bosnia

In domestic section, the
special jury prize was award-

I[ranian cinema given
own Season In London

TEHRAN - For the first
time in many years, the Ira-
nian cinema is being given
its own season in London,
running for two weeks from
February 26 and showing 11
films. The season, shown at
the Ingtitute of Con-
temporary Arts (ICA), mixes
films by such established Ira-
nian masters as Abbas Kia-
rostami and Mohsen Makh-
malbaf with films never seen
before in Britain, IRNA re-
ported from London.

The ICA said that the
Iranian cinema “promises to
be a revelation.” It provides
incontrovertible  evidence
that “those who say world
cinema is dead, have simply
been looking in the wrong
places.” Iranian cinema, it
said, was now recognised as
the “most fertile, adventur-
ous and engaging of al na
tiona cinemas.” The aim of
the season was to provide a
“fresh opportunity to review
the history of, by any defini-
tion, the most ambitious cin-
emain theworld.”

The ICA itself hasalong

and distinguished history of
introducing world cinema to
the British public, but in its
press release announcing the
season, it found difficulty in
trying to classify the unique-
ness of Iranian films.

The lranian cinema is
“ often obsessed with cinema,
no less so than Godard (of
France) in the sixties” it
said. “It is often complex,
self-referential and  humor-
ous. critics are often con-
fused by it.”

“One critic says Iranian
cinema is heir to the neo-
readlist radition, another to
the histories of cinematic
modernism,” the ICA said.

The season includes four
films by Kiarostami, The
Traveller, Taste of Cherry,
Home Work and Close-Up,
Makhmalbaf's The Cyclist,
Dance of Dust by Abolfazi
Jalili, Bahram Beyzaie's Ba
shu, the Little Stranger, The
Immigrant by Ebrahim Hat-
amikia, Rakhshan Bani Ete-
mad’'s Nargess and Ebrahim
Foruzesh’'s The Fish and the
Jar.

ed to ‘Masaebe Shirin’
(Sweet Agony) by Alireza
Davoodnejad.

The best director prize
was awarded to Rasoul Mol-
lagolipour for the film
‘Hiva'.

Tahmineh Milani won
the best scriptwriter prize
for the film ‘Two Women'.

Mohammad Reza Fo-
routan was awarded the best
actor prizefor thefilm ‘The
Red Ribbon’ and Hedieh
Tehrani the best actress
prizefor thefilm ‘Red’.

Hussein  Mahjoub and
Ehteram a-Sadat Habibian
won the best supporting ac-
tor and actress prizes for the
films ‘The Color of God'
and ‘Masaebe Shirin', re-
spectively.

Hussein Alizadeh won
the best music prize for the

film the ‘Beautiful and
Ugly'.
Bahram  Badakhshani

was awarded the best pho-
tography prize for the film
‘Hiva'.

The best sound effect
prize was granted to Bah-
man Ardalan for the film
‘Hiva'.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Minister of Cul-
ture and Islamic Guidance
Ataollah Mohajerani.

ISSN: 1353 - 8830 NO. 1156, FRIDAY, FEB. 12, 1999

Hamidi said that the 22,000-ton ship, built in South Korea, was delivered
at Ulsan port, South Korea, last month.

Iran-Tabatabaie is on its way to Singapore after loading cargo in Inchon
port, South Korea as well as in Hiroshima and Y okohama, Japan, said Ha
midi, adding that after Singapore, the ship is to head for Iranian port city of
Bandar Abbas (Hormuzgan).

He added that another ship ‘Iran-Shahriar’, currently being built in
South Korea, isto be delivered to Iran in the spring season.

President addresses marchers at Azadi Square;

Bond between people,
|leadership secret of
nation’ s SUCCEeSS

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
on Thursday referred to the
strong bond between the
leadership and the people,
and the nation’s insistence
on the Islamic values as se-
crets of the success of the
nation over the two decades
since the victory of the Is-
lamic Revolution.

Khatami was addressing
the millions-strong audience
gathered in the Azadi square
and the vicinity to mark the
20th anniversary of the vic-
tory of the Isamic Revolu-
tion, IRNA reported.

“Our nation enjoying
these valuable assets has en-
dured sanctions, aggressions
and antagonism by the en-
emies, and today the Islamic
Republic still gains strength
from people’s active pres-
ence at the scenes,” said the
president.

Also touching on the ec-
onomic problems facing the
nation, the president said
that the problems are the
price the nation has to pay
for seeking to be in-
dependent.

Pointing to the forth-
coming city-village councils
elections, the president
cadled on the people to
through  solidarity  help
make the elections a major
SUCCESS.

He said that with re-
aization of councils elec-
tions, people's  repre-
sentatives will have a major
share in the affairs of the
state.

The president further
termed sdlf-reliance  and
self-confidence as  major
achievements of the Islamic
Revolution, adding that to-
day the Iranian armed forces
being through the eight
years of the Iragi-imposed
war, are more than ever pre-
paed to defend in-
dependence and territorial
integrity of the country.

Stressing that the [ranian
nation has aso endured a
strong wave of terrorism
against it in the past 20
years, the president re-
marked that despite the mis-
chievous acts of the en-
emies, the Iranian people
have aways emerged vic-
torious.

Pointing to the co-
incidence this year of the
revolution triumph  an-
niversary with the martyr-
dom anniversary of Imam
Jaafar Sadeq (a.s.), the sixth
Imam of the Household of
Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him), Khatami said
the Islamic Revolution has
roots in the sublime teach-
ings of the Imam (a.s)).

He said that Islam fur-
ther  enriched cultural-

Iranian envoy:

historical identity of the Ira-
nian people.

Elsewhere in his address
the president referred to the
movement for na
tionalization of Iranian oil
industry as a bright chapter
in the history of the country,
adding that the Constitu-
tional Movement rose from
within the nation and paved
the way for the formation of
a civil society based on Is-
lamic principles.

The president assured
the gathering that the trend
of development and con-
struction will be continued
irrespective of all hardships
emerged due to the sudden
plunge in the hard currency
revenues.

Noting the remarkable
progresses achieved so far,
the president said “there is
however still a long way to
go to reach the point  where
the noble Iranian nation de-
serves.”

He said: “Let's join
hands and by taking full ad-
vantage of the blessings of
the revolution and ob-
servance of principles, con-
struct the country and abide
by our commitments.”

He further stated that the
many problems which are
still existing in socia and
economic fields are the cost
that the people should pay
for preserving their in-
dependence.

President Khatami fur-
ther remarked that moral, re-
ligious, political and social
maturity is the main out-
come of the revolution
which has now turned into a
great model at international
arena, a model in which
people determine their own
fate.

Elsewhere in his re
marks, Khatami said “the
constitution is  the charter
of the revolution,” adding
that within the framework of
the law, people's rights
should be observed and
grounds should be prepared
for their participation in al
the affairs

Underlining in-
stitutionalization of the laws
as the main motto of his ad-
ministration, the president
said that presently defense
of the Islamic Revolution
also means defense of the
constitution.

He stressed that all
should abide by the rec-
ommendations  of  the
Leader of the Islamic Rev-
olution and make their ut-
most to preserve unity, de-
fend values, independence
and national sovereignty
and interests.

President Khatami also
pointed to the progress that
has been made in the past

20 years in various fields,
especiadly in non-oil  ex-
ports, adding that the sector
has registered a growth of
over 100 percent.

He aso referred to the
developments achieved in
such fields as  mines and
metals sectors, health sector,
roads and industries,
adding that in the past 18
months since his election,
1,500 new  projects have
been launched providing
35,000 job opportunities.

Khatami said that the in-
fant mortality rate has
dropped from 120 per 1000
in 1979 to 26 this year.

The ceremony marking
began a Azadi Square
where marchers who pro-
ceeded towards the square
from six  different direc-
tions gathered to renew their
alegiance to the ideas of
the revolution.

Ambassadors, military
attaches and diplomatic rep-
resentatives were  among
guests of the ceremony, and
took seats at the special
stand at the square.

Teams of domestic and
foreign journalists, photog-
raphers and cameramen
were actively covering the
event.

The marchers later in a
communique denounced
creation of tension in the
Persian Gulf as a result of
the U.S. military build up in
the region as well as its
open aggression against the
oppressed people of Irag
and intervention in the af-
fairs of the regiona coun-
tries.

It supported the prin-
cipled policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in rejecting
Middle East compromise
talks.

The communique called
on al political groups and
factions to pay attention to
the attempts by “opportunist
elements’ to infiltrate into
the ranks of the committed
forces of the system and the
revolution.

The groups should give
preference to the interests of
the Idlamic system over
their factional interests and
avoid divisive factional
moves in order to prepare
the grounds for further ma-
teridization of the basic
maxims of the Islamic Rev-
olution through unity of ex-
pression, it further read.

Pointing to the forth-
coming city-village councils
elections, dated for Feb-
ruary 26, it caled on al in-
volved in the elections to
elect those who enjoy Islam-
ic commitment, have revolu-
tionary records and are
faithful to the principles of
the revolution.

Expansion of ties with
Persian Gulf a priority

TEHRAN - Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Tashkent Moh-
sen Pakayeen said Tues
day that expansion of
relations with the Persian
Gulf littoral states, Central
Asian republics and Cau-
casus isthetop priority of
Iran’sforeign policy.

Referring to the visit to
Tehran of a high-ranking
Uzbek delegation, he ex-
pressed hope that grounds
will be prepared for ex-
pansion of bilateral trade
and transportation relations
by signing an economic
agreement between the two
countries, IRNA reported.

On 6+2 session to be
held in the Uzbek capital
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city, he said that the ses-
sion will be a positive and
constructive move in line
with restoration of peace
and tranquility to war-torn
Afghanistan.

The 6+2 group com-
prises Afghanistan’s neigh-
boring countries plus Rus-
siaand the United States.

The Islamic Republic
of Iran welcomes the Uz-
bek initiative and hopes
that the session will bear
fruit through unity of the
regional  countries, Pa
kayeen said while ad-
dressing a ceremony held
on the occasion of the 20th
anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution.

Tehran believes that all
Afghan groups should par-
ticipate in establishment of
a broad-based government
in their country, he
stressed.

The Iranian ambassador
underlined the importance
of roads and railways con-
struction to link Central
Asian countries to the high
seas and added that such
measure will be a great
help to the entire region.

Iran’s route is the most
economical, safest and
closest route, he said add-
ing that for the same reason
it is welcomed by Centra
Asian states and the Cau-
casus.
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