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French president invites
Khatami to visit France

TEHRAN - French President Jacques Chirac in a message cabled on Sat- | N

urday renewed hisinvitationto President Mohammad Khatami to to pay an
official visit to France. Elsewhere in his message, Chirac also congratulated
President Khatami on the triumph anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolu-
tion in Iran, IRNA reported. Iran and France have shown over the past few
months their interest in taking new initiatives in mutual cooperation, said the
French president. Terming President Khatami’s forthcoming visit to France
asan “important event”, Chirac said that Iran and France are willing to con-

solidate their relationsin al areas.

Expediency Council chief:
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Military presence in Caspian Sea
endangers regional peace

TEHRAN - Chairman of
the Expediency Council Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani here
Friday referring to recent re-
marks by some Azeri officials
regarding presence of NATO
forces on Azerbaijan's soil,
described such move asa‘tre-
mendous portend danger’
against theregion.

“The Caspian Sea is a
peaceful region and one of
our biggest economic cen-
tres, and it is very strange to
observe why  Azerbaijan
wants to commit such an ugly
act of paving the way for the
presence of the U.S. and
NATO in the Caspian Sea
and Caucasian region, which
will ultimately cause not only
Azerbaijan but the entire re-
gion to pay a high price for
such an adventure” Raf-
sanjani added, quoted by
IRNA.

Addressing the Friday
prayer congregational wor-
shippersat Tehran University
campus and in its vicinity, he
pointed out “a country taking
such a course should aso
think of its adverse effects in
the future and its remorse for
having committed such a
shameful blunder in its his-
tory for accommodating the
U.S. and NATO forces in the
region.”

He expressed hope that
“the Azeri officids would
take heed of the crucia issue
and not permit the region to
be contaminated and be em-
broiled in  unpredictable
events.”

Focusing on the 20th an-
niversary of the triumph of
the Islamic Revolution and
magnificent participation of
the Iranian nation at the an-
niversary day of victory of

President calls for investigation
into mosque incident in Qom

TEHRAN - President- Mohammad Khatami - has urged the
interior and information ministries to investigate into the Thurs-
day- incident. & ‘Mohammadi - Mosque in -Qom. and serioudy
confront with thoseinvolvediniit.

In his message to Interior Minister' Abdolvahed - Mousavi
Lari- and caretaker of the Information Ministry Qorbandi- Dorri
Najafabadi, - the president said violence and law bresking are
denounced-every where but it'is more denounced in-the theo-
logical schools which are centers for morality, Idamic ethics

and teachings, IRNA reported.

According to the presidentia office, pursuant to the pres-
ident’s -order the two ministries here Saturday - afternoon re-
ported to the president on the Thursday incident at the mosgue.

During the Thursday ‘incident, Hojatolesam -Hadi - Kha
menel, managing director of the daily Jahan-e Edam was at-

tacked by-afew outlaws.

Hojatoledam Khamenel was attacked and received injuries
inthe head at the Mohammadi-mosque in the haly city of Qom
where he was to deliver. a speech Thursday night. He was tak-
ento aQom hospital for treatment.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of ‘Culture and Idamic Guidance
in a statement issued here Saturday. condemned. the attack on

Hadi khamenei by afew outlaws.

The statement, underlining.the need for observation of law
and respect for freedom of - speech and expression said that re-
sort to violence instead of - logic-will lead to tension in the so-
ciety. The public refations office of Qom governor general’ s of -
fice Friday night issued a statement condemning the attack. The
statement - said- the gathering was lawful -and based on-an of-

ficial permission.

Association of Qom theology teachers also condemned the

atack on Hadi- Khamenei.

the Islamic Revolution, Raf-
sanjani noted that people's
awareness and loyalty to the
values of the revolution is an
appropriate response to en-
emies propaganda claiming
that Iranians have become in-
different towards the Islamic
Revolution.

Assessing the role of the
leadership of the ISlamic Rev-
olution as ‘very significant’,
Rafsanjani  highlighted that
the late Imam Khomeini was
a unique personality through-
out the history of the spir-
ituality.

On upcoming Islamic
council €lections, the chair-
man of the Expediency
Council assessed the council
elections as ‘very important’
and that people’s affairs are
to be directly transferred to
their representatives at the ur-
ban and rura councils.

Reminding people about
their duties, he noted that “if
you vote in qualified and ap-
propriate persons then the
councils would have positive
effectson your lives.”

measures to curb foreign
exchange demand

TEHRAN - Iran’s total foreign debts stands at 12 billion
dollars, Central Bank Governor Mohsen Nourbakhsh told

IRNA in Chabahar Saturday.

Nurbakhsh stressed that the debts will be repaid in coming

years.

As for fluctuation of foreign exchange rates, Nourbakhsh
said the fluctuation stems from the change in supply and in-
crease in demands for hard currencies.

According to Nourbakhsh, during the new year holidays
(starting on March 20) different organizations will join hand
to curb the increasing demands for foreign currencies.

Referring to the country’s free trade zones, he said at
present the infrastructural facilities are to be installed in the
zones paving the ground for operation and investment by for-

eign banks there.

Nourbakhsh said that the officia rates for foreign ex-
changes will be fixed per the policy envisaged in the govern-
ment’ s economic rehabilitation plan.

Nourbakhsh said that the government tried to curb de-
mands for foreign exchanges by controlling travels to foreign
countries and the goods carried by passengers.

Referring to the negative impact of the absence of foreign
banks in free trade zones on attraction of foreign investments,
Nourbakhsh said that free trade zones require infrastractural
installations and clear-cut laws in order to become active and
that banks are among such infrastructures.

He called on the private sector investors in the free trade
zones to try to increase exports and decrease imports by es-
calating their activitiesin the neighboring and regional states.

Iran stands first in Takhti Cup

wrestling contests

TEHRAN - Iranian wrestlers by scoring 79 points stood first in the final
contests of the 18th Takhti Cup international wrestling championship held in
the city of Tonekabon, Mazandaran Province in northern Iran.

Some 189 Iranian and foreign wrestlers took part in the contest during
the 2-day international competitions.
Japanese and Azeri wrestling teams pocketing 50 and 43 points re-
spectively, grabbed the second and third places of the Takhti Cup competi-

Obstacles blocking foreign
lnvestment to be removed

TEHRAN - Secretary of
the High Council of Free
Trade Zones Morteza Alviri
said the existing obstacles in
the way of attracting foreign
investment will be removed
in the next two months.

Alviri, who made the re-
mark at the Kish Island, add-
ed that the obstacles include
issues related to insurance,
banking problems and secur-
ity of foreign investments in
the country’s free trade
zones. (FTZ)

A hill to reform the laws
and regulations concerning
the FTZ by the government
will solve three major prob-
lems in the area of security
of foreign capitals by the
government, completion and
putting into operation of a
developed banking system
and establishment of branch-
es of foreign and multi-
national banks as well as
branches of foreign in-
surance companies in the
free trade zones, he said.

The bill which was ap-
proved by the Islamic Con-

German bank official murdered in Iran

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Foreign Ministry Saturday
expressed deep regret over
the killing of a repre-
sentative of the Deutsche
Bank in Iran.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi expressed  con-

dolences to the bereaved
family of the German na
tional and said the Foreign
Ministry is also conducting
a query into the unhappy in-
cident and is in constant
contact with the German
embassy in Tehran in this
respect, IRNA reported.

Heinrich Lembirt
Heimes was taken hostage
and later killed by a yet un-
known assailant who was
being pursued by the law
enforcement forces Sat-
urday morning on Qom-
Kashan road.

An informed source at

Seminar to explore grounds for
common |slamic market

TEHRAN - To promote
and prepare grounds for es-
tablishment of a common Is-
lamic market, a two-day sci-
entific gathering on
“expansion of economic-
trade relations among Islam-
ic countries’ will start work
here Tuesday.

Deputy Commerce Min-
istry  Mohammad  Na
havandian said that the gath-
ering will be held at Tehran
University.

Research papers on strat-
egiesfor promotion of coop-
eration among member
states of the Organization of
the Islamic  Conference
(OIC) will be presented to
the seminar.

Exploring economic fa
cilities of the OIC member
sates for trade cooperation
and evaluation of their po-
tential for joint investments
are among other objectives
of the seminar, Nahavandian

added.

The seminar will aso
study how to establish pref-
erential tariffs among the
OIC members and expansion
of trade services among
them.

Nahavandian said ac-
cording to the researches
conducted by institute for
commercial researches and
studies, |slamic countries en-
joy necessary potentialities
for trade among themselves.

The researches aso in-
dicated that in case of ef-
ficiency of the information
system among the Islamic
countries the volume of trade
exchanges among them will
increase by 100 percent, he
stressed.

Unfortunately, the OIC
trade information center is
not powerful enough to ren-
der required services to the
member states.

Opening trade credits

Tefran, Pretoriato expand
mining coopertion

TEHRAN - Mines and
Metals Minister Eshaq Ja
hangiri said on Saturday that
Iran isfor expansion of tiesin
various fields with South Af-
rica and to this end mining
sector is a good area of coop-
eration between the two coun-
tries. Jahangiri told visiting
South African Minister of
Minera and Energy Affairs
Penuell Meduna that South
Africa can serve a suitable
partner for Iran in mining ac-
tivities in view of its ex-
perience in the field.

He said that cooperation
in the area of geology is top
on agenda of mutual activ-
ities. He expressed hope that
Iran and South Africa would
sign amemorandum of under-
standing in Tehran to con-
solidate  mutual cooperation
inthisfield.

Iran and South Africa can
cooperate in the fields of
gold, steel, titanium and fer-
rochromite and carry out joint
research  works, Jahangiri
said. Iran-South Africa trade
balance is in Iran’s favor by
taking into consideration of

Iranian crude oil exports, said
Jahangiri, adding that the two
countries  trade  balance
should be designed without
taking oil into account.

On his part, Maduna said
that Iran is major supplier of
oil to his country and that
Iran and South Africa are
firmly determined to solve the
problems which block expan-
sion of their economic and
trade relations.

He said that Iran and
South Africa have specified
certain areas of mutual coop-
eration within the framework
of a memorandum of under-
standing signed in November
1988 and that they should ex-
plore new avenues for coop-
eration.

South Africa supports its
companies active in various
projectsin Iran, calling for ac-
cess to Iran’s experiences in
various fields, he said.

The volume of Iran-South
Africa trade amounted to
about DIrs one billion in
1997. Meduna arrived here
Saturday morning on a three-
day officia visit.

and holding joint exhibitions
are among other strategies
which can help boost trade
ties among the Islamic coun-
tries, Nahavandian noted.

He added that am-
bassadors of the OIC mem-
ber sates will attend the
gathering and will report the
results to their respected
governments.

Nahavandian aso ex-
pressed hope that the semi-
nar can prepare the ground
for an international seminar
with the same subject to be
held with the participation of
researchers of Islamic coun-
tries.

TEHRAN - The leader
of the Democratic Socia
Movement in Greece, Dim-
itris Tsovolas, called for
bolstering of relations be-
tween Greece and Iran to
confront hegemony of the
big powersin the region.

“The big powers look at
the region with the sight of
their  interests only. One
must be careful and of
course strengthen ties be-
tween Greece and Iran for
the sake of peace and stabil-

the law enforcement agency
said on Saturday that a Ger-
man national had been mur-
dered by an unknown armed
assailant on Saturday morn-
ing.

According to the source
the armed man while being

U.N. envoy:

chased by the law enforce-
ment forces stopped a car
belonging to the German
embassy on Qom-Kashan
road.

The source said the as-
sailant, taking hostage a
German national who was

the driver of the car, tried to
escape the law enforcement
personnel and then killed
the German national.
According to the source
the armed man was later
killed in a shoot-out with
the law enforcement forces.

[ran committed to social development

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Republic of Iran as an active
advocate of the trend which
culminated in the summit
meet on social development
in Copenhagen, is committed
to the objectives of the sum-
mit and has taken serious
steps to include those
schemes in its social de
velopment plans, said Iran’s
UN. envoy Hadi Nead-
Husseinian.

Iran’s permanent repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions made the remark in an
address to the 37th session
of the social development
commission affiliated to the
U.N. Economic and Socid
Council (ECOSOC), in New
York on Thursday, IRNA
reported.

He said that in its various
economic and socia sectors,
the Islamic Republic of Iran
has given priority to the
maintenance of socia ser-
vices. The Iranian envoy fur-
ther added that a glance at
the existing facts and figures
which have been confirmed
in various U.N. reports,

clearly attests to the success
that the Iranian society has
attained in recent years.
Moreover, he added, the
Islamic Republic has gained
outstanding achievements in

Greek politician callsfor

ity and in the interests of our
people,” Tsovolas said in a
statement to IRNA during
the reception hosted by
Iran’s ambassador, Mehdi
Khandagabadi, to celebrate
the 20th anniversary of the
victory of the Isamic Rev-
olutionin Iran.

The big powers look for
their own interests and work
against the interest of the
people, hence the strength-
ening of relations between
Greece and Iran was nec-

percent can be extracted.

percent, he said.

of the complex.

Chadarmalou to produce
2.5m tons of iron ore annually

TEHRAN - The Chadarmalou iron ore complex, in
central Iran, is scheduled to go on stream in early March
with an annual production capacity of 2.5 million tons.

The managing director of the complex, Hussein Ha-
bibian told IRNA that the value of products to be pro-
duced in Chadarmalou, located 180 km northeast of
Y azd city, is estimated to reach DIrs 150-200 million.

Chadarmalou has a reserve of 399 million tons, he
said adding that 320 million tons with an aloy of 55.2

The iron ore concentrates to be produced by the
complex will reach 227 million tons with an alloy of 68

Once the complex becomes operational, iron ore im-
ports will decrease considerably, he said, adding that the
shorter distance between Mobarakeh and Chadarmalou
complexes will save RIs 200 billion in transport costs as
compared to the Bandar Abbas-Mubarakeh route.

He added that some RIs 510 billion have so far been
disbursed on infrastructure, machinery and construction

infrastructural domains such
as building roads, schools
and clinics as well asin pro-
viding fresh water to towns
and villages in remote areas
of the country.

Pointing to the negative
impact of the sudden plunge
in oil revenues on the imple-
mentation of development
projects, he stressed that
however the government is
committed to carry on its so-
cia development policies.

He added that the policy
being followed by President
Mohammad Khatami in con-
nection with further pro-
motion of therole of civil so-
ciety, including non-
governmental organizations,
is a proof to such a commit-
ment.

Nejad-Husseinian termed
the imminent city-village
councils elections in Iran as
a clear manifestation of peo-
ple's full participation in all
aspects of life, including in
socia devel opment process.

Pointing to the resolu-
tions of the Copenhagen
summit, the Iranian envoy
stressed that commitments
undertaken in the summit’s
statement are combined par-
ticles of a system which will
prove effective only when
regarded collectively rather

bolstering of tieswith

essary to confront their
plans, added Tsovolas, afor-
mer finance minister in the
government of late premier
Andreas Papandreou.

The chairman of the
Greek-lranian parliamentary
friendship committee in the
Greek Parliament, loannis
Haralambous, wished the
Iranian people al success
and progress.

“We wish that the Ira-
nian people would achieve
the aims of their revolution
for the welfare of Iran and
for peace in the region. We
wish dl the best to the Ira-
nian people,” hetold IRNA.

Meanwhile, in an opin-

Foreign minister:

than selectively.

Elsawhere in his speech
he referred to the global-
ization trend of trade and in-
stability in world monetary
markets and their periodical
impacts on economic-socia
systems in developing coun-
ties as wel as un-
predictability of price of
commodities and raw materi-
als as impediments deviating
those countries from their
national efforts in providing
socia servicesfor all.

As an example he point-
ed to the sudden slump in oil
prices and its impacts on im-
plementation of socia pro-
gramsin oil producing coun-
tries, including Iran.

Underlining re-
sponsibilities of all countries
in connection with social de-
velopment, Nead-Husseian
caled for collective meas-
ures at international level for
carrying out commitments
undertaken by the Co-
penhagen summit meet.

He underscored re-
alization of certain articles of
the summit's resolutions
such as a fair access of the
developing nations to inter-
national markets and capital
and technology as well as
finding a solution to their
problem of foreign debts.

[dl]

ion column published in its
Thursday’s issue, the pre-
stigious morning paper ‘Ka-
thimerini’ said Iran is play-
ing a constructive role of
stability in Central Asia.

The paper noted that to-
day Iran maintains a relation
of trust with Saudi Arabia
and the Persian Gulf states.

The greek paper con-
cludes that Iran cannot be ig-
nored from any initiatives to
resolve outstanding prob-
lemsin the Middle East.

Greek papers have been
publishing lengthy reports in
connection with the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of
the Islamic Revolution.

|ran attaches great importance
to tieswith Mudlim states

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamd Kharrazi said in
an interview published by a
Rome-based Arab monthly *Al-
Sedagah’ that expansion of re-
lations with Mudim countries
of the region is of high im-
portance to Iran and much work
had been done in this respect
last year.

In its laest isue, Al-
Sedagah further quoted Khar-
razi as saying that Itay enjoys

necessary capabilities to solve
the problems of the region

(Middle East) dueto its proxim-
ity to the region and its age-old
relations with Middle Eastern
countries, IRNA reported from
Rome. Elsawhere in his re-
marks, Kharrazi  welcomed
Presdent Khatami’s proposd
on dialog amongst civilizations
and sad that holding didog is
not an easy task but is the only
way available.
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sultative Assembly (Majlis),
was rejected by the Experts
Assembly, Alviri said adding
that, the Majlis will review
the Expert Assembly’s views
by the next two week and in
case of disapprova of the
bill, it will be presented to
the Expediency Council later
on.

He further outlined the
objectives of establishment
of FTZ and briefed the audi-
ence on efforts made in the
past five yearsto develop the

zones.

Some Rls 10,000 billion
worth of domestic in-
vestment and some Dlrs 250
million of foreign in-
vestment have been made in
the country’s free zones, he
said adding that some 38,000
job opportunities have also
been created in the zones.

Alviri  expressed the
hope that the discussions al-
ready held with foreign in-
vestors will be finalized by
approving the bill.

Foreign Ministry denies
Ben Laden’ s entry to lran

TEHRAN - An informed source at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry here Sunday categorically denied reports
by some media quoting a Pakistani official on the pos-
sibility of Ben Laden’s entry into Iran, IRNA reported.

AFP Sunday quoted a Pakistani intelligence source as
saying that Ben Laden,“who has been living under Tal-
iban protection in Afghanistan, was spotted on Afghan
soil near the Iranian border Friday.”

The Iranian Foreign Ministry source termed such “ir-
responsible” remarks as “regrettable” and said they were
aimed at misleading public opinion.

Carpet can play mainrolein
non-oil exports

TEHRAN - Governor
General of Isfahan Province
Jafar Mousavi said on sat-
urday that carpet can have the
first say in the prospect of any
economic system independent
of ail revenues.

Mousavi said a the in-
augural ceremony of the first
specialized fair of carpets pro-
duced in Isfahan and Cha-
harmahal-Bakhtiari provinces
that definite policies and pro-
grams are the prerequisites to
attain this goal.

He said that about one
million families earn their liv-
ing by working in the carpet
industry.

Meanwhile, deputy head
of Iranian carpet joint stock
company Mohammad-Ali Ka
rami said at the ceremony that
75 percent of carpets offered
to world markets are pro-
duced by to six Asian coun-
tries of Iran, China, India, Ne-
pal, Turkey and Pakistan.

Karami said that Iran and
Afghanistan stand on top and
in the bottom of Asian carpet
producers  respectively by
holding a 24.5 percent and
3.4 percent shares in world
carpet markets.

The week-long fair has
been set up in a 4,000 square
meter plot of land.

Women's status elevated in
post-revolution era

TEHRAN - Iranian women have achieved outstanding
progress in the social, cultural and political fields in the post-
revolution era. Establishment of various women ingtitutions has
helped the cause of expanding the involvement of iranian wom-
en in the affairs of the country. Examples of such institutions
are the presidentia center for women participation and the
women social-cultural council at the Supreme Council of Cul-

tural Revolution.

Appointment of women to the post of vice-president in
charge of the Environmental Protection Organization (EPO),
and as advisors to president and ministers as well as the increase
in the number of women Parliament representatives to 14 are
other examples of progress of women as a result of the Islamic
Revolution.Iran was the initiator of the proposa for formation
of the international union of Muslim women non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) affiliated to the Organization of the Is-

lamic Conference (OIC).

Women constituted 52 percent of those admitted to uni-

versitiesin Iran this past year.

|ran submits two protest
notesto lraq

TEHRAN - Iran has sub-
mitted two protest notes to
the lIragi Foreign Ministry
through the Iragi embassy in
Tehran. The protest notes
have been circulated at the
United Nations as the U.N.
Security Council documents,
IRNA reported.

Thefirst protest note, sub-
mitted on October 21, 1998
stated: “Based on the reports
of the related Iranian of-
ficiads, on September 10,
1998, Iragi forces seized one
Iranian commercia vessel,
which was plying through its
regular route to Kuwait in the
area of Khor Abdullah and
that Iragi forces abducted 11
crews and transferred them to
an unknown place.”

The details of the eleven
crew members with their ID
numbers, their assigned du-
ties on the ship were included
in the Foreign Ministry
protest note.

The second protest note
also submitted to Iragi em-
bassy on January 12, 1999
stated: “Despite al the efforts
of lran’s Foreign Ministry
and Iranian embassy in Bagh-
dad, the Iraqgi officials have
failed to release the abducted

eleven crew members. In ad-
dition, the government of Iraq
has failed to officialy an-
nounce the reason for con-
fiscating the Iranian com-
mercial vessel.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran besides strongly pro-
testing the arrest of the 11 Ira-
nian citizens by Iragi military
forces, calls on the govern-
ment of Irag to immediately
release the eleven crew mem-
bers in their detention. Fur-
thermore, it also calls on the
authorities to bring its mil-
itary personnel under a proper
training, provide necessary in-
structions in the observance
of international laws, abstain
from acts which would be the
cause for disrupting order and
security in the region and
strive to provide safety for a
safe navigation in the Persian
Gulf.

The note aso reminded
the government of Iraq that
the responsibility of such a
transgression fell on the
shoulders of the government
of Iraq itself and that such a
breach is likely to have an ad-
verse influence in the normal-
ization of relations between
Baghdad and Tehran.
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