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Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.
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New law envisages active presence for
private sector in mining area

TEHRAN - All problems on the way of active presence of the private
sector in mining sector have been removed and explorers will be provided

with sufficient supports, said Minister of Mines and Metals, Eshaqg Jahangiri | N

here Sunday. Jahangiri told the 17th gathering on geology that the cabinet

has approved the new law.

Jahangiri added that according to the new law, the Supreme Council for
Mine Exploration has been formed to determine the exploration policies, pri-

orities and standards.

The council has formulated programs for the next year and the Third 5
Y ear Development Plan, he said.

Iran’s mines reserves are estimated to total 24 billion tons.

President inaugurates new free way:

Trangt of goods playskey rolein oil-free economy

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami here
Sunday said that transit of
goods plays an important
and determining role in an
oil-free economy.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of the
inter-city phase of Tehran-
Saveh free way, the pres-
ident said that the unique
“transit” potential of the
country, both in the region

and the world, has not been
exploited yet, IRNA re
ported.

Underlining the im-
portance of development of
roads, especidly free ways,
in the country and the pivot-
al role that roads play in the

national economy, Khatami
said that economizing in en-
ergy  consumption, fa
cilitating transportation, pro-
viding security and
protecting the environment
are among positive features
of the development of free
ways.

Pointing to the existing
facts and figures on the cur-
rent status of roads through-
out the country, he said sta-
tistics attest to the
improvement achieved in the
field of road building thanks
to the ceaseless efforts of the
Iranian experts and work
force.

He praised efforts so far
made in the area of develop-
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lran will not tolerate foreign

ment of the country and ap-
preciated services of al in-
volved in construction pro-
jects, especially those in
road building.

Elsewhere in his remarks
the president pointed to the
U.S. attempts to change the
route for transfer of energy
from Central Asiato Europe
and said: “no doubt, Iran is
the easiest, most economical
and safest way for transfer of
energy from Central Asia to
Europe.”

The inter-city section of
the highway is 25 km and
with its inauguration 112.5
km of Tehran-Saveh main
free way isnow operational.

Shipping organization authorizes
discount on port fees

TEHRAN - In order to
promote direct shipping ser-
vices to the southern ports and
encourage higher number of
container ships to use lranian
ports, the Ports and Shipping
Organization will extend dis-
counts on port fees for one-
year to ships willing to trans-
port goods from Imam Kho-
meini and Shahid Rgee
ports.

The organization will give
75 and 60 percent discounts
for Iranian and foreign reg-
istered container ships, re-
spectively, provided that the
ships use Imam Khomeini as
their destination, their origina
loading point is not in ether
Persian Gulf or the Gulf of
Oman and their gross dis
placement capacity is up to
20,000 tons, IRNA reported.

Also the Iranian and for-
eign registered ships with
more than 20,000 tons of
gross capacity are exempted
from up to 90 percent of sev-
eral categories of tariffs and
port fees.

All the Iranian and foreign
registered ships with port of
Shahid Rajaei as their destina
tion, which their origina load-
ing point is not located in Per-
sian Gulf or the Gulf of Oman
and their gross capacity rang-
es from 12,500 to 19,999 tons
are exempted from 60 percent
of tariffs and port fees, the re-
port concluded.

Meanwhile, Managing Di-
rector of the organization
Mokhtar Kaantari said that
Iranian ports handled about
46,421,123 tons  of oil de-
rivatives and non-oil com-
modities in the first ten
months of this year (Started
March 21).

Kalantari told reporters
that about 49,990,875 tons of
goodsand oil products had ei-
ther been loaded or offloaded
a the ports in the cor-
responding period last year.

He said that export of
goods, weighing  about
5,397,205 tons, through the
portsin the first ten months of
this year showed about a 7.1
percent growth in terms of
weight compared to the cor-
responding period last year.

He added that import of
non-oil  goods, weighing
12,490,311 tons, through the
ports in the ten month period
showed a 37.7 percent de
cline in terms of weight com-
pared to the that of the same
period last year.

Kalantari, dso deputy
roads and transportation min-
igter, said that more than
20,062,000 tons of goods had
been imported in the first
months of last year.

According to Kalanteri
26,811,062 tons of oil de-
rivatives were ether loaded
or offloaded in the first ten
months. The figure shows a
17 percent rise compared to
22,917,000 tons of oil prod-
ucts handled in the same pe-
riod last year, he added.

The bulk of non-oil goods
totally weighing 19,610,061
tons, handled at the country’s
ports in the said period shows
a27.6 percent decrease
compared to that of the cor-
responding period last year,
noted Kaantari. He said that
import of oil derivatives,
weighing 1,029,994 tons,
through the ports decreased by
782 percent compared to
4,718,092 tons imported in
the same period last yesr.

Canadian trade
delegation in Tehran

TEHRAN - A 37-member Canadian economic delega-
tion is here to promote Tehran-Ottawa economic coop-

eration.

The delegation comprises representatives of different

sectors active in

industry,

mining, roads, tele-

communication, food industries, transport, technical as
well as engineering and financial services.
The Iran-Canada Chamber of Commerce will hold a
seminar during the five-day stay in Iran of the delegation.
The officials and businessmen of the two countries are
keen to promote cooperation and people of Iran hold a
positive view about Canada and developing of ties with

that country.

The volume of Tehran-Ottawa trade exchanges
amounts to about DIrs 1.2 billion.

Kuwaiti paper:
|ranian president
tovisit Arab
States

TEHRAN - Kuwaiti
paper Ar-Rai a-Aam has
said that Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami  will
start a tour of several Arab
states, including Kuwait
soon.

The paper said the Ira-
nian president’s visits will
also include Syria, Saudi
Arabia and possibly Qatar,
IRNA reported.

The Arabic language
paper said Kuwaiti Crown
Prince and Prime Minister
Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah as-
Salim as-Sabah will visit
Tehran soon.

Ar-R@i a-Aam said the
crown prince's visit will
probably take place by the
end of the current month
(February).

The Kuwaiti prince will
hold talks with the Iranian
president and vice-president
on ways to develop bilateral
relations, it further added.

He added that 2,341,687
tons of oil derivatives and
non-oil goods were either
loaded or offloaded a the
ports for transit  purposes in
the March 21-January 20 pe-
riod.

Elsawhere in his remarks,
Kaantari said that 883,626
passengers  travelled through
the Iranian ports in the sad
period.

Concluding his remarks,
Kaantari said that 11,315,000
tonsof goods were offloaded
a the ports in the first nine
months of the year.

Owners of goods paid as
much as 875,000 dollarsin de-
murrage in the said period,
which the figure a decline of
DIrs 2.3 million, compared
to that of the smilar period
last year, said Kaantari.

He sad the demurrage
charges for such basic com-
modities as whesat, oats, corn,
sugar, rice and soya beans de-
creased to about DIrs 327,113
in the above-mentioned pe-
riod.

Tehran-Saveh free way
is a 170-billion-rial project
which is built in six lanes to
facilitate traffic to 20,000 ve-
hicles per day.

The free way starts from
Tehran's ring road in Yaf-
tabad  district and ends in
east of the town of Saveh, in
southwest Tehran.

The free way is part of
the main road which links
Tehran to Bandar Imam
Khomeini port in southern
Iran.

The project, a national
plan, was launched some
seven years with  the coop-
eration of ‘Tearat’ and
‘Mellat’ banks as well as
Roads and Trans
portation Ministry.

Minister of roads and
transportation,  commander
of the Idlamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC), Teh-
ran governor general and a
number of officias at-
tended the ceremony.

Praising services of the
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps in the sacred defense
(1980-89 Iragi  imposed
war), President Khatami said

that Tehran-Saveh free way
was implemented by those
the country grestly owes its
independence and dignity.

He said that in the post-
war era, the IRGC has ac-
complished great tasks by
relying on its asset of faith,
determination  and  ex-
perience.

Prior to the president’s
remarks, Roads and Trans-
portation Minister Mahmoud
Hojjati reported on the ac-
complishments of his min-
istry as well as projects al-
ready underway.

The minister said that
with the opening of the free
way, transportation  dif-
ficulties will be removed
and traffic will be eased in
the towns of Islam-Shahr,
Robat-Karim and Shahryar,
in southwest Tehran, to a
great extent.

Meanwhile,  Brigadier
General Vafaei, deputy com-
mander of Khatam-ul-Anbia
construction headquarters of
IRGC which is the contrac-
tor of the project briefed the
president on the progress of
the project.

More suspects prosecuted in
relation to recent murders

TEHRAN - Members of the committee in charge of
investigating the recent serial murders met with President
Mohammad Khatami on Sunday and reported to him the
latest results of their investigations.

The committee told the president that it has pros-
ecuted other suspects which might help clarify the issue,

IRNA reported.

According to the news and information department of
the presidential office, President Khatami underlined the
need for the committee to seriously follow up the issue

and report the resultstimely.

The president aso called on the members of the com-
mittee to strongly follow up the case with coordination of
the judicial and information bodies.

A member of the investigating committee said that
Tehran’s military prosecutor will disclose more details
about the case early next week.

Kharrazi winds up visit to Libya

Iran, Libya discuss oll market

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi wound
up his three-day visit to Lib-
ya and returned home early
Monday morning.

Referring to  Tehran-
Tripoli friendly relations, he
caled for further expansion
of bilateral ties, in economic
and trade areas in particular.

Upon arrival, he told
IRNA that his visit was
aimed at reviewing the latest
regional and international de-

velopments as well as pro-
motion of mutua ties with
senior Libyan officials.

Asto issuesrelated to the
international  oil  market,
Kharrazi  called for coop-
eration among oil producing
countries in order to boost oil
price.

He aso urged member
countries of the Organization
of  Petroleum  Exporting
Countries (OPEC) to make
efforts to restore stability to
the oil market.

Kharrazi further said that
increase in Iran-Libya joint
investment in industry and
housing sectors was also dis-
cussed by the two sides.

On the U.S. Sanctions
against Iran and Libya, he
stressed that  the United
States cannot impose its uni-
lateral policieson any coun-
try.

During his visit, Kharrazi
submitted a message from
President Mohammad Kha
tami, the current chairman of

Iran ready to exchange college
students with Vietnam

TEHRAN - Culture and
Higher Education Minister
Mostafa Moin praised great
progress the country’s uni-
versities and research centers
have made since the victory
of 1979 Isamic Revolution.

He made the remark in a
meeting with Vietnamese

Ambassador to Tehran
Hoang Van Din, IRNA re-
ported.

The two countries re-
sistance to the U.S. imperi-
alismand economic and so-
cial bonds shared by the two
countries have paved the

President Khatami’s
book published In
Korean language

TEHRAN - President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s book
‘Hopes and Challenges was
published for the first time
ever in Korean language.

‘Hopes and Challenges
contains President Khatami’s
views on the future of Islamic
Revolution, world of com-
munications, Iran’'s domestic
and foreign policies and his
lectures at the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Malis),
IRNA reported.

The 133-page book has
been translated by a Korean
professor and published by a
Korean publishing house.

Secretary General of the
Association of South Korean
Muslims Dr. Jamil has writ-
ten an introduction to the
book in which he said he had
got acquainted with President
Khatami 15 years ago during
his short visit to Iran.

Jamil said that the Iranian
president, delivering a lecture
a the time of the Iragi-

imposed war (1980-88), had
expressed hope that he would
have the opportunity to show
the world that Iran was for
peace and friendship.

He said that such a “bril-
liant and attractive” view-
point held by President Kha
tami led to his election 15
years later on threshold of the
21st century as president of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

President Khatami, hav-
ing realized the pros and cons
of the western civilization, set
forth the idea of diaog
amongst civilizations, in-
spiring hope in world nations
aready worried about the no-
tion of clashes of civiliza-
tions, Jamil said.

Jamil has written several
books, including ‘History of
Islam’, ‘Exchanges Between
Islam and Korea , ‘History of
Korea and 'History of the
Middle East’, and his book
‘Isam’ is to be published
soon.

way for further expansion of
Tehran-Hanoi  relations, he
added. Moin voiced Iran's
readiness to exchange uni-
versity students and teaching
staff with Vietnam.

At the end of the meet-
ing, the Vietnamese am-
bassador briefed the Iranian
minister on performance of
his country’s higher educa-
tion system.

High employment target for
third economic plan

TEHRAN - Head of the Plan and Budget Organization Mo-
hammad Ali Ngjafi caled for creation of 800,000-850,000 job
opportunities in the country each year during the Third Five-
Year Development Plan. If such a number of job opportunities
are created, the rate of unemployment will be maintained the
same as of the year 1375 (1996) which stood at 10 percent, he
added, IRNA reported. Addressing an administrative meeting of
the city of Chahbahar, he said that the country’s ail revenue is
some DlIrs nine billion this year and per capita oil incomeis DIrs
150. At the end of the meeting, he underlined the need for de-
velopment of coastal facilities and utilization of the existing ma:
rine and fishery potentials. Some DlIrs two hillion is annuadly
spent on purchase of marine vessels and their parts, Ngjafi said.

WHO praises Iran’s health

services record

TEHRAN - Director of Eastern Mediterranean Department of the World
Health Organization (WHO) said in Tabriz, East Azarbaijan Province, that
Iran’s achievements in the area of vaccination has been far higher than those
of anumber of developed countries, including the United States.

Dr. Hussein Abdul-Razzaq Gezairy said that the Islamic Republic of
Iran has been the first and most successful country in rendering health ser-
vicesto rural aress.

Gezairy, who isin Tabriz to inspect execution of a comprehensive med-
icare plan in this northwestern province, said the plan is entirely unique and

He stressed that the plan is enforceable in other countries.

Interference in its internal affairs

TEHRAN - The Speaker of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly (Majlis), Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri said here Sunday that Iran will
not tolerate foreign interference in its do-
mestic affairs and will surely encounter it.

Addressing European countries in re-
marks made at the open session of the Mgjlis,
he said, “we have established relations with
you on the basis of mutual respect and non-
interference in our domestic affairs. This is
not at all acceptable for us that you consider
yourselves superior,” IRNA reported.

He termed efforts aimed to dispatch a so
caled ‘fact-finding’ team on the recent polit-
“flagrant inter-
ferencein Iran’s domestic affairs.”

“Except for the U.S. and the Zionist re-
gime, we have relations with other countries
at various levels and are willing to continue
these ties,” he said, adding that Tehran sup-
ports establishment of relations as well as
domination of peace and tranquility in the re-
gion and the world but this issue should not

ical killings to Iran as a

people.

masses.

be unilateral.

Nateg Nouri described as historic and
comprehensive the message of the Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, on occasion of the
20th anniversary of the victory of the IsSlamic
Revolution saying the Leader called on the
thinkers and intellectuals to hearten the peo-
ple and inspire hope in them and to thwart
enemy schemes aimed at disappointing the

The Majlis speaker called on officids,
writers and the press to further strive to foil
the conspiracies hatched by the aliens and to
create tranquility and security in the society.

He laid emphasis on the Leader’'s state-
ments that political groups should strive for
political growth of the people saying groups
and factions, while maintaining their di-
vergent outlooks, should enter the scene just
to please God and to carry out their duties.
The officials, he said, as servants of the na-
tion in the three branches, must value the

| nNsurance industry enjoys
24 pc growth

TEHRAN - Head of the
Central Insurance Company
of Iran (Bimeh Markazaki
Iran) Abdol-Nasser Hemati
said on Sunday Iranian in-
surance industry has enjoyed
a 24 percent growth in the
past nine months compared
to the same period last year.

He told IRNA that the
quantity of liabilities paid by
the insurance companies
rose up by 28 percent com-
pared to last year.

He said the life insurance
increased by 54 percent
showing the peopl€’ s interest
in applying for that kind of
insurance schemes with in-
surance companiesin Iran.

He said the insurance
companies have totally paid
RIs 877 billion in damages

the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference (OIC) to the
Libyan Leader Muammar
Qaddafi.

Kharrazi met with a num-
ber of Libyan senior officias
including prime minister,
ministers of commerce, in-
dustry and housing as well as
his counterpart.

During the meetings, the
Libyan officials called for ex-
pansion of Tehran-Tripoli re-
lations in economic, political
and cultural fields.

in the same period for their
undertakings of which Rls
437 billion has been paid for
the damages caused by car
accidents.

He said Rls 106 billion
has been paid for the cus-

tomers' spendings in med-
ical care sector.

He said the insurance
contracts for transport has re-
duced by 16 percent due to
the fal in the imports to the
country.

Iran, Turkey review
border security issues

TEHRAN - Iran and Turkey here Sunday held their
16th joint commission on the issue of mutual security,
attended by representatives from the two countries’ law
enforcement, army staff and joint-staff headquarters, in-
formation ministries, foreign ministries and governor
general of the Iranian East Azarbaijan Province.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran and Turkey share a
511 km common border and naturally incidents of secur-
ity breaches are bound to take place at the border
points. So in order to prevent such incidents security
memorandum of understanding was signed between the
two countries in 1993,” said director general of the Ira-
nian Interior Ministry security department Mr. Mo-

tahhar, IRNA reported.

“Based on the security agreement the two countries

have set up a joint

security committee to see over the

implementation of the articles of the agreement,” he add-
ed

Motahhar pointed out “Iran and Turkey have cultural,
religious and historical commonalities and that the pol-
icy of the two governments is for further expansion of
bilateral relations particularly in area of security issues.”

During the four-day session, he stated, “the security
issues which will be taken care by the two governments
will include the border problems such as pilgrims trav-
elling overland to Syria through Turkey, the issue of the
land mines, the setting up of border-posts and ways to
fight drug traffickers, contraband smugglers and terrorist

activities.”

Tehran to host traffic engineering seminar

Sound planning will improve
traffic, reduce air pollution

TEHRAN - Iran’s
fourth traffic engineering
seminar is to be held here
from March 2-4.

Chief of the academic
board of the seminar Gho-
lamreza Shirazian told re-
porters that the goal behind
the seminar is to make peo-
ple familiar with trans-
portation and traffic affairs,
decrease accidents as well
asair pollution.

He referred to traffic
safety, roads traffic man-
agement and control, public
transportation and relief
work, environment and
traffic, pedestrians and traf-
fic, economy of trans

ran, Suth Africa | ranian buses 1n
Ashkhabad

Underline
expansion of oll,
(/2 cooperation

TEHRAN - The vis-
iting South African Min-
ister of Mineral and En-
ergy Affairs Penuell
Maduna met and con-
ferred on Saturday with
Oil Minister Bijan Nam-
dar Zanganeh on expan-
sion of mutual coop-
eration in oil, gas and
petrochemical fields.

According to the pub-
lic relation office of the
Oil Ministry, the two
sides also exchanged
views on export of Iran’'s
crude oil to South Africa
as well as mutual coop-
eration in the areas of
oil, gas and petrochem-
icals.

TEHRAN - Turkmen
officials and experts
have accorded warm
welcome to an lranian-
made bus which has
started its experimental
operation in Ashkhabad.

A contract for sale of
92 lranian-made buses
(model 355-1) is being
finalized by the Iranian
and Turkmen officials.

Speaking to IRNA in
Ashkhabad, Managing
Director of Iran Khodro
company Mohammad
Hashem Rokn said that
50 other Iranian-made

buses are now ready to
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be delivered to Turk-
menistan.

Iran has already de-
livered a large number of
buses and minibuses to
Turkmenistan which are
now in service in the
country’s inter-city trans-
portation fleet.

The Turkmen of-
ficials have expressed
their satisfaction with the
top quality and fair prices
of the Iranian made bus-
€s.

Iran Khodro company
has sold some 950 vari-
ous vehicles to Turk-
menistan so far.
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portation, education and
traffic behavior and traffic
rule violations and ac-
cidents as major topics to
be discussed at the meet-
ing, IRNA reported.

Elsewhere in his re-
marks, Shirazian said ve-
hicles accounted for 98 per-
cent of gasoline used in the
country and the remaining
two percent are used by the
industrial and man-
ufacturing sectors.

He said that sound plan-
ning will improve the coun-
try’s transportation and
traffic system and will re-
duce the amount of gas-
oline used by motor cars.

According to Shirazian,
experts from major auto
companies in Europe and
Australia are to attend the
meeting.

The seminar is co-
sponsored by ministries of
roads and transportation,
culture and higher educa-
tion, industries, housing
and urban development and
education as well as Teh-
ran’s Municipality, the Plan
and Budget Organization

(PBO), the Environmental
Protection Organization
(EPO), the association of
transportation  engineers,
Topography Organization,
subway company and sev-
eral universities.

Meanwhile, head of the
seminar’s coordination
board Mohammad Ra ufi
said that based on statistics
released by the coroner’s
office, the rate of fatal road
accidents increased by 15
percent in the first half of
the year (started March 21),
compared to that of similar
period last year.

Ra ufi said a total of
13,690 people lost their
lives in road accidents last
year while 7,917 died in the
first half of current year.
He added that the number
of people injured in road
accidents stood at 68,738
last year and at 39,690 in
the first six months of this
year.
He put the number of
daily road accident cas
ualties in Iran at 45 this
year, 36 last year and 32 in
the preceding year.
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