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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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INTERNATIONAL

TRANSPORT
AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.

TEL: 0181-7593985 FAX: 0181 - 754 9922
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Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

All prices shown are inclusive of VAT, are in pence per minute and have been rounded to the nearest penny. These
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Qatar ready to bolster ties

with lran

TEHRAN - First Vice-President Hassan Habibi here Tuesday expressed

satisfaction over Tehran-Doha friendly relations.
He made the remark in a meeting with Qatar’ s new ambassador to Tehran I N

Hussein bin Ali al-Dowsari. He stressed that exchange of visits between the
two countries’ officialsisaproof of growing ties between Iran and Qatar. Re-
ferring to the Islamic Republic’s detente policy, Habibi said that cooperation
between the two countries will lead to expansion of regiona and international

cooperation.

Criticizing the presence of foreign forces in the region, he called for ex-

pansion of relations among regional countries.

Qatar is ready to further bolster ties with Iran, said the ambassador.

Foreign minister:
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|ran, Canada seek cooperation

Iran gives priority to improved
tieswith Persian Gulf states

TEHRAN - Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi here Monday underlined the pol-
icy of detente and confidence-building
among the Persian Gulf states and said
that expansion of ties with regional coun-
tries is the top priority of the Islamic Re-

public’s foreign policy.

Addressing a gathering of Iranian dip-
lomats based in the Persian Gulf littora
states, Kharrazi expressed satisfaction with
the steps already taken for improvement of

relations with countries in this

IRNA reported.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran favors
promotion of relations with the Persian
Gulf littoral states on the basis of the prin-
ciple of detente, confidence-building and
growing cooperation,” remarked the for-

eign minister.

Interior minister:

sian  Gulf

Underscoring the significance of the
Persian Gulf and the role played by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran in this part of the
world, Kharrazi said that for different rea-
sons, including economic ones,
region should enjoy in-

the Per-

dependence and security.

region,

He further stressed that security of the
Persian Gulf should be preserved by the
regional countries.

Iranian diplomatic representatives in
six Persian Gulf littoral

states, Irag,

Y emen and Saudi Arabia (Jeddah) together

Monday.

tami.

with a number of consuls genera in the
region convened afive-day session here on

The diplomats are also to meet and
confer with President Mohammad Kha-

NIOC expert:

OPEC must change Its

pricing policy

TEHRAN - OPEC
should change its pricing
policy to  compensate for
the slump in oil revenues,
said an oil expert with the
National Iranian Oil Com-
pany (NIOC) Hashem No-
ruzi here Monday.

Speaking at the seminar
entitled ‘effects of European
Union's change of cur-
rency on the international oil
markets and its implication
for Iran’, held at the Institute
for International Energy
Studies, he added, “over 64
percent of OPEC revenues is

M ore transparency needed in
lran-Turkey security talks

TEHRAN - Interior Min-
ister Abdolvahed Mousavi
Lari told a Turkish delega
tion, comprising security of-
ficials, that there should be
more transparency in any
talks between Iran and Tur-
key on fighting terrorism and
factors of insecurity. He add-
ed the talks should be in line
with mutual interests.

Lari said that security of
Turkey is of great im-
portance for Iran and Iran
and Turkey will get better re-
sults if both decide con-
currently to confront factors
threatening their security,
IRNA reported.

Lari said that Iranian of-
ficials are confident that like
Iran, Turkey is not willing
to see certain notorious
counterrevolutionary ee
ments making use of its soil
to make Iran insecure.

He said with regards to
age-old relations between
the Iranian and Turkish na-
tions, Turkish officials are
expected to guarantee wel-
fare and safety of Iranian pil-
grims crossing its soil en
route Syria.

Meanwhile, the deputy
interior minister of Turkey
briefed Lari on outcome of
talks between his delegation
and Iranian officials at the
16th session of Iran-Turkey
joint security committee.

He termed the taks as

“helpful” in expansion of
mutual  cooperation in the
field of security.

He added that his coun-
try is committed to confront

agents  threatening the se-
curity of Iran.

The 16th Iran-Turkey
joint security  committee

held a session here Sunday

attended by director general
for  security affairs of the
Iranian Interior Ministry
Hussein Motahar and Turk-
ish deputy interior minister.

Motahar said that the 5-
day meeting is to discuss and
adopt decisions on the in-
cidents occurring at border
areas, meetings between Ira-
nian and Turkish border
guards and problems of the
Iranian passengerswho trav-
el to Syriavia Turkey.

The mined areas in bor-
der regions, necessity of es-
tablishment  a number of
Turkish outposts opposite
the Iranian border outposts,
prevention of smuggling of
narcotics, livestocks and
goods as well as ways of
confrontation against terror-
ism are among other topics
to be discussed in the meet-

ing.

Tehran to host Asian national productivity
organizations seminar

TEHRAN - A seminar of
the heads of Asian national

productivity  organizations
will be held in Tehran in late
February.

The three-day seminar
will be attended by 17 mem-
ber countries and 62 foreign
guests in addition to repre-
sentatives from the Inter-
national Labor Organization
(ILO), Australia and France.
Head of Iran’s National Pro-
ductivity Organization Mo-
hammad Kazem Ebrahimi-
Khoramabadi said, “Asian
National Productivity — Or-
ganization assist member

countries with improvements
in productivity in industry,
agriculture and  environ-
mental sectors.”

He added that the semi-
nar's agenda includes review
of policies and strategies ap-
proved by the member coun-
tries, review of the organiza-
tion’s itinerary for next year
and drafting of new pro-
grams to be implemented by
the organization next year.

He further said that the
organization will implement
two projects in Iran, one
dealing with homogeneity of
rural societies and another

on information system tech-
nology for solving of prob-
lems, in 1999.

The Asian organization
was established in 1961 to
implement policies to im-
prove productivity, increase
rate of socio-economic de-
velopment and augment peo-
ple's standards of living
through cooperation of mem-
ber countries.

Iran became a member
of the organization in 1965.
After the revolution Iran re-
quested the organization to
suspend its membership and
rejoined it in 1987.

Bangladesh for establishment of
economic-cultural centersin Kish

TEHRAN - Bangladesh
is eager to establish cultural
and economic centers in
Kish Free Trade Zone, Ban-

gladeshi ambassador to
Tehran announced here Sat-
urday.

Meeting with the man-
aging director of Kish Free
Trade Zone, he said he has

studied establishment of ec-
onomic relations between
free trade zones of the two
countries. The Bangladeshi
diplomat said he is to re-
port the results to the Ban-
gladeshi prime minister,
IRNA reported.

Referring to the D-8
summit to be held in Dhaka

First electronic daily
launched

TEHRAN - The first electronic daily dubbed “Na-
tion's House” was launched here Monday in the pres-
ence of Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri. The
speaker also inaugurated a research and
center simultaneously.

In the opening ceremony, the speaker said the in-

information

auguration of the two centers was a major steps towards

communication and
IRNA reported.

dissemination of information,

For active presence in the international scene and
competition with other countries, there is no way but

using modern communication

means, he pointed out.

systems and electronic

Terming as very important the role of modern in-
formation dissemination means in political growth and

development of a society,

Nateq Nouri said research

centers can both make use of the research network and
help the society and the country develop more speedily.

Judiciary to support domestic,
foreign investment

TEHRAN - Iran’sjudici-
ary is determined to support
domestic and foreign in-
vestors and provide security
for economic development,
in cooperation with other
branches of government, and
to confront any sabotage in
the country’s economic sys-
tem.

The judiciary announced

that a decision to this effect
was taken at a recent meet-
ing of judicia officials.

In a meeting presided
over by head of the judiciary
Ayatollah Mohammad Y az-
di, it was stressed that any
sabotage in the economic
and infrastructure system of
the country will not be toler-
ated.

in March, he said the two
countries officials will re-
view the results of these
studies in a bid to link free
trade zones of Iran and Ban-
gladesh.

He added religious and
traditional commonalties
shared by the two countries
will help boost tourism be-
tween the two countries.

Green space, exchange
of information and experts
in hotel management, set-
ting up packing industries
and re-export of Ban-
gladeshi goods via Iran
were among other topics
upon which the two coun-
tries can agree.

Conference opens on cultural strategies

TEHRAN - A confer-
ence on “cultural strategies
and methods’ opened in
Tehran in the presence of
Minister of Culture and
the Islamic  Guidance
Ataollah Mohgjerani and
with messages from Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami
and UNESCO chief Fe-
derico Mayor.

The president said in
his message that the current
cultural development in
Iran has brought new issues
into light for cultural ad-
ministration, IRNA re-
ported.

He said that cultura de-
velopment required policy
makers to adopt new meth-
ods in this respect.

Khatami said that cul-
tural policy-makers are re-
sponsible for protection of
cultural boundaries while

Iran and Turkey have
511 km of joint border strip
and with respect to outbreak
of security incidents, the two
countries signed a letter of
understanding in 1992 dur-
ing the visit to Tehran of the
then Turkish interior min-
ister. According to the letter
of understanding, a joint se-
curity committee has been
set up to investigate the
problems and issues that
may arise in this respect.

TEHRAN - Iran's law
enforcement force said in a
communique on Monday
German banker Heinrich
Lembirt was killed by
Mohammad Aga Ziarati Far-
ahani who engaged the po-
lice in a gun battle  Sat-
urday.

According to the com-
munique, at 9:30 local time
Saturday ayoung man (Zi-
arati Farahani) armed with a
Kalashnikov automatic rifle
entered the home of a girl he
wanted to marry with the
ideaof abducting her, IRNA
reported.

generated through sale of
crude oil and only with ef-
fective management can
revenues be efficiently uti-
lized,” IRNA reported.

Noruzi further stated that
dteration in the pricing pol-
icy of crude oil has been
discussed many times in
OPEC meetings, but of no
avail, adding “currently,
more than 90 percent of
crude oil transactions in the
world are made with dol-
lars.”

North Sea brent oil has a
special place in the world
petrolatum indexes and if
Britain joins the European
monetary union, there will
be higher likelihood of a
change in pricing of crude
oil, the NIOC official noted.

Noruzi said “with the in-
troduction of Euro as the EU
currency, OPEC oil exports
to Europe will increase and
if OPEC chooses a unified
pricing policy based on
North Sea brent crude ail in-
dex, then it will help its
members to earn more oil
revenues.”

He also added, “with a
correct policy on the part of
the Centra Bank, the na-
tion's purchasing power
could be increased with sale
of each barrel of ail.”

His forcible entry to the
home of the girl was re-
ported to the district police
and the police came to the
scene, the gunman opened
fire on a policeman in front
of the home of the girl as the
result of which the police
officer Captain Ghazanfar
Imani, deputy commander of
number 2 district police was
wounded and died later at
hospital.

The gunman escaped the
scene with a Peugeot car and
at 15 km Qom-Kashan high-
way, he stopped the driver of
aToyota car, Ali Sahra-Gard

Egypt-lran trade ties

witness big

development

TEHRAN - The first Egyptian trade exhibition is to

be set up in Tehran next June.

Head of Iran’s interests section in Cairo, Akbar Qa-
semi, told Al-Ahram that an exhibition of Iranian prod-
ucts would be held simultaneously in Cairo in ac-
cordance with an agreement signed by the fair
organizations of the two Muslim countries aimed at

boosting
ported from Athens.

bilateral trade and economic ties, IRNA re-

Qasemi noted that Egyptian-lranian ties witnessed

big development

lately and have entered a dis-

tinguished stage. The Iranian diplomat said Cairo and
Tehran have signed a number of agreements to strength-
en cooperation and exchange of experience in  various
sectors which contributed to rejuvenating bilateral trade
exchanges which reached last year to DIrs 250 million.
Egypt is helping in the construction of five sugar fac-
tories in Iran as part of adeal to pay off Egyptian debts

tothelslamic Republic.

The two countries have also signed agreements to ex-
change information in the production of diary products,
family planning and to create a joint company to export
medicine. The two Muslim countries are cooperating in

the production of

vehicles, tractors, petrochemicals, air
transport, yarn and textiles.

Iran owns 49 percent of shares in the “Mirartex yarn
and textile factory” in Egypt, besides owning 20 percent
of the capital in the Egypt-lran Bank for Development.

Cairo and Tehran have also signed an agreement to
export Iranian petrochemical products to Egypt.

Meanwhile, Egypt’s health and population minister
Dr. Ismail Sallam received an Iranian delegation led by
the Deputy Health Minister  Abulhasan Ahmadyani in

Cairo Saturday and discussed with him

cooperationin

the fields of medicine, health and treatment.

adapting their activities
with the necessity of the
time.

A cultural policy maker
is more eager than others to
promote the logic of culture
which is the basis of think-
ing, understanding, dialog
and exchange of views, the
president said in his mes-
sage.
The message read by
the deputy minister of cul-
ture and Islamic guidance
said promotion of culture
serves the other sections
in the society.

The Secretary General
of the United Nations Ed-

ucational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), Frederico

Mayor said in his message
to the conference that cul-
ture plays a constructive
role in different dimensions

of development.

Mayor’s message read,
“we should see the de-
velopment as meansto up-
grade cultural progress.”
He referred to the inter-
national conference on de-
velopment held in Stock-
holm in 1998 and said the
conference recommended
governments to pay atten-
tion to their cultural policy
as the key component of
their development strategy.

Mayor said, “now we
should take practical steps
to enforce our ideas and
determination.”

Also addressing the
seminar, Iranian phi-

losopher Reza Davari said
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Iran, Belarus eager
to enhance mutual relations

TEHRAN - Belarus Ambassador to Tehran, Leonid Rachkov in a meet-
ing with head of Iran-Belarus parliamentary
Mousavi Naneh-Karan here Monday expressed hope that the two countries
parliamentary relations would further broaden in

friendship group, Fakhroddin

Expressing satisfaction with his presence in the Iranian Parliament, the
ambassador extended an invitation to head of the parliamentary friendship
group to visit Belarusin abid to further consolidate mutual relations.

For his part, the Iranian parliamentarian hoped the Islamic Republic of
Iran and Belarus would take strides to further advance the interests of both

IN New sectors

TEHRAN - In a meeting
between a visiting high rank-
ing Canadian delegation and
deputy minister of energy,
the two sides stressed coop-
eration in electricity and wa-
ter.

The public relations de-
partment of the Ministry of
Energy reported that Deputy
Industries Minister of Can-
ada Mark Curry met Deputy
Energy Minister Reza Ar-

dekanian here  Monday,
IRNA reported.
Ardekanian said,

“grounds are prepared for
expansion of Iran-Canada
cooperation.”

He added that “Canada’ s
needs to be present in vari-
ous markets and take a foot-
hold in Central Asian mar-
kets via Iran and Iran’'s
interest in acquiring Ca
nadian capabilities are rea
sons for expansion of bi-
lateral ties.”

Referring to the presence
of Iranian Ph.D students in
Canada, Ardekanian said
“there are various ways of
cooperation in light of  our
two different economic sys-
tems and hopefully, the Ca
nadian government, by en-
couraging its private

sector’s investments in Iran,
will remove the existing ob-
stacles.”

Curry also said “Canada

Police give detalls on German hanker's murdley

Qomi and killed him in-
stantly taking the toyota and
continued his way toward
Kashan.

He then decided to
change the car to escape
from the police chasing him
and stopped another car, an
Opel belonging to the Ger-
man embassy with four Ger-
man nationals on board. He
let three Germans get out of
the car and took Heinrich as
captive.

Near Kashan he opened
fire on the highway traffic
police officers who had al-
ready been alerted by tele-
phone. While being chased
he again managed to change
the car forcing Heinrich to
go with him. At last he
killed Heinrich at Imam-
zadeh Hashem district and
he himself was killed by the
police.

Japanto invest in

TEHRAN - DIrs 3.7 hil-
lion plus RIs 9,300 hillion
is needed to raise the coun-
try’s steel production capac-
ity to 14.7 million tons an-
nually by the end of the
Third Five-Year Economic
Development Plan, Man-
aging Director of National
Iranian  Steel  Company
(NISC) Mostafa
Mo azenzadeh said here on
Monday.

The NISC managing di-
rector further told IRNA that
26 projects are dueto beim-
plemented for this purpose.

UNHCR:

attaches great importance to
its relations with Iran, and
the presence of repre-
sentatives from 32 large Ca
nadian companies in Tehran
isatestimony to thisfact.”

Referring to the mutual
interests of the two coun-
tries, the Canadian official
reiterated that Canadian
companies are eager to in-
vest in Iran, adding that the
warm reception extended by
the Canadian industriaist to
the Iranian delegation which
visited Canada last year sig-
nifies the bright prospect for
better bilateral relations.

He further said that Iran
and Canada are determined
to remove hindrances in the
way of bilateral ties in elec-
tricity and water sector by
searching for innovative so-
lutions.

Meanwhile, Iran-Canada
trade seminar was in-
augurated here on Monday
to explore practical means of
expanding mutual economic
cooperation and investment.

Representatives of 32
Canadian companies and Ira-
nian tradersand directors of
economic foundations were
attending the seminar.

Deputy Commerce Min-

ister and head of the Export
Promotion Center  of Iran
(EPCI) Mojtaba Khosrowtgj
in his key-note address
called on the Canadian of-
ficials to be cautious against
political pressures and hos-
tile policies of the U.S.
against Iran.

Khosrowtgj said that Ira-
nian traders' familiarity with
Canadian market, utilization
of post network for mar-
keting, observation of stan-
dard regulations and com-
petition with an eye to
upgrading quality of goods
and their price coding were
among ways to expand Teh-
ran-Ottawa cooperation.

Meanwhile, head of Iran-
Canada chamber of com-
merce  Alaeddin Mir-
mohammad Sadeqi said that
country’s next year budget
emphasizes buy-back based
foreign investment and this
will hopefully help fur-
ther enhance bilateral re-
lations.

Sadeqi said that Iran and
Canada can cooperate in fu-
ture in the areas of forestry,
water resources, utilization
of solar energy and exploita-
tion of huge underground re-
Sources.

German banks
review lran loan

TEHRAN - Over 40 German banks will give the go-
ahead for a DIrs 1 billion debt refinancing facility for
Iran at their scheduled weekly meeting of their board of
directors, according to Middle East Economic Digest

(MEED).

The finalizing of the deal follows Aka Aus
fuhrkredit, signing the agreement on behalf of the banks
in early February and presenting it to the more than 40
members for confirmation, IRNA reported from Lon-

don.

MEED said that the agreement will have the support
of Germany's state insurance agency and consists of
about DIrs 231 million in pre-paid oil sales over three
years. This September’s deadline for rescheduled Dirs
722 million payments has also been extended to March

2001.

An agreement was originally reached in principle be-

tween Aka and

the Iranian side led by Central Bank

and the National Iranian Oil Company in December, but
had been held up over legal issues, the monthly said.
It said that Italy’s state insurance agency SACE had

also agreed

in principle to support a Dlrs 450 million

package and that Japan may be offering a similar pack-

age

'Earlier this month Bank Markazi Governor Mohsen

Nourbakhsh referred to relief packages being agreed for
DlIrs 2 billion in old debts and agreement on a new credit

line of DIrs 1.3 billion.

Operations are underway
to implement 20 projects,
said Mo’ azenzadeh, adding
that the most important
among the projectsis  one
for production of two million
tons of steel ingots by a steel
mill located in the southern
Hormuzgan Province within
four years of the conclusion
of abuy-back contract with a
Japanese company.

Mo’ azenzadeh said that
Iran will shoulder no ex-
penses for the project and
the investments to be made
in the project by the Jap-

Iran, Pakistan offer liberal
assistance to Afghan refugees

TEHRAN - The Unit-
ed Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) said in a report

cultural programming is re-
quired to bring about sol-
idarity and coordination in
the society.

He said human being
needs culture as fish needs
water. Fish feels em-
barrassed in muddy water.

Davari  recommended
that the points of ir-
regularity in culture be
studied in order to enable
cultural policy-makers to
remedy the defects.

The first stage of the
conference was to end
Tuesday. The second-stage
will be held in April in
which 44 assays remaining
from thefirst stage will be
studied.

http://www .ettel aat.com

on the occasion of the
tenth anniversary of the
exit of Soviet forces from
Afghanistan that Iran and
Pakistan have offered con-
siderable assistance to
millions of Afghan ref-
ugees in the two coun-
tries.

The Soviet Forces en-
tered Afghanistan in 1979
and when they left the
country, there were about
6.5 million Afghan ref-
ugees in Iran, Afghanistan
and other countries.

ranian stedl Industry

anese company will be re-
paid through sale of the fac-
tory’s products in aten year
period.

He said there are plansto
develop the Chadaormalu
iron ore complex in the
southern Province of Y azd to
raise steel output to 8.5 mil-
lion tons from 5.1 million
tons at present.

He added that imple-
mentation of 26 projects will
create 50,000 new jobs.

He expressed hope that
the country’'s steel pro-
duction capacity will double
within the next six years. He
put the country’s present
steel production capacity at
seven million tons.

Moreover, he said that
iron ore production capacity
also will reach 22.9 million
tons from 10 million tons
and that of coal to 3.1 mil-
lion tons from one million
tons.

He said that Iran’s steel
output stands at six million
tons now.

He added that per capita
steel consumption in Iran
standsat 5 kg while the av-
erage per capita steel con-
sumption worldwide is 140
kg. Some 49 million tons of
steel were produced do-
mestically  from 1972 to
1998, he said.
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