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AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.
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Iran, Oman keen on expansion of

mutual relations

TEHRAN - Iran’s new Ambassador to Muscat
and conferred on Monday afternoon with  Omani king Sultan Qaboos bin
Said to submit his credentials.

In the meeting, the Omani sultan conveyed his best regards to the Ira

Nematollah |zadi met

nian President Mohammad Khatami and underlined the importance of ex- I N
panding Tehran-Muscat relations, IRNA reported.

Sultan Qaboos also expressed his support for promotion of cooperation
between the two countries and wished success
bassador in consolidating and boosting mutual

While submitting his credentials to the Omani sultan, the Iranian am-
bassador underscored the logical policy adopted by the Islamic
of Iran to broaden mutual, friendly and brotherly ties with the regional and

Muslim countries.

ties.

for the new lranian am-

Republic
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Expediency Council secretary unvells

lran signs contract with
Canadian, British oil firms ... ...

TEHRAN - lIran has
signed a buy-back contract
with Canada’'s Bow Valley
and Britain's Premier Oil
firms for development of Ba-
lal oil field, southwest of La-
van idand in the Persian
Gulf.

Baal ail field has 80 mil-
lion oil reserves and once its
development project is fully
implemented it will produce
35,000 to 40,000 barrles of
oil per day.

Senior trade commis
sioner at the Canadian em-
bassy in Tehran Andrew
Shisko told IRNA here on
Tuesday that the Iranian
Economy Council in a ses-
sion, chaired by President
Mohammad Khatami, two
weeks ago approved the im-
plementation of the DIrs 200
million contract within a pe-
riod of two years.

Shisko said that foreign
investors are most willing to
sign buy-back contracts in
the areas of oil and gas in
Iran because it might even-
tualy lead to production
sharing contracts.

For his part, the deputy
industries minister of Can-
ada and head of the senior
Canadian delegation said
that Canadian oil companies
are willing to contribute to
implementation of oil and

gas projects in Iran and to
this end they have already
sent representativesto Iran.

Meanwhile, Deputy In-
dustries Minister of Canada
Mark Corey told reporters
here on Tuesday that Ca
nadian companies are look-
ing for opportunities to ex-
pand trade, exchange
technological  experiences
and investin Iran.

Corey, who is leading a
32-member business delega
tion to Tehran, said that Iran-
Canada cooperation formerly
confined to agriculture and
energy sectors has now ex-
panded to cover ail, gas, tel-
ecommunications, trans-
portation and mining fields.

He complained that in-
vestment regulations in Iran
were blocking expansion of
bilateral trade relations, sug-
gesting that the regulations
be amended so that more Ca-
nadian investors can be en-
couraged to invest in Iran.

He referred to structural
differences between the Ira
nian economy and that of
Canada as another obstacle
hindering commercia coop-
eration between the two
countries.

He stressed that Ca
nadian companies are more
willing to cooperate with
Iran’s private sector and the

lran expresses concern
over Kosovo Crisis

TEHRAN - Iranian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mor-
teza Sarmadi in a meeting
with Bulgarian Foreign Min-
ister Nadedjda Mikhailovain
Sofia Monday said that Iran
is concerned about the crisis
in Kosovo.

Mikhailova said the cri-
sis in Kosovo cannot be
solved through changes in
geographical borders, rather
the belligerent sides should
hold talks in a sincere at-
mosphere to solve the prob-
lem peacefully and prevent
its spread to other parts of
the Balkan region, IRNA re-
ported.

Praising President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s proposal
to name the year 2000 as the
year of dialog amongst civ-
ilizations, Mikhailova called
on world people to take the
proposal seriously in order to

Iran, Uzbeki

TEHRAN - Iran's Am-
bassador to Uzbekistan Moh-
sen Pakaeen said that Teh-
ran-Tashkent ~ cooperation
will increasingly grow on
the basis of mutual interest.

Speaking to the Uzbek
national news agency, the
ambassador said that the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran cel-
ebrates 20th anniversary of
the triumph of the Idlamic
Revolution in an atmosphere
of construction and dy-

namism, |IRNA reported
from Tashkent.
He said that despite pres-

sures of the enemies in the
past 20 years, Iran gained
great achievements in the
path of development by

broaden their mutual coop-
eration.

Terming conclusion of
six accords between Iran and
Bulgaria in the area of econ-
omy at the end of Tehran-
Sofia joint economic com-
mission session, the Bul-
graian foreign  minister
caled on Iran to make use of
Bulgaria's experiences in
laying pipelines for transfer
of its gas and that of Central
Asian republics to Europe.

In another meeting, Sar-
madi and his Bulgarian
counterpart discussed crises
in Kosovo, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

The Bulgarian deputy
foreign minister assured Sar-
madi that his country re-
spects rights of Muslims
who form an influential and
important minority group in
Bulgaria

relying on the power of faith.

Pakaeen further added
that Iran which used to be a
mere consumer  country
prior to the revolution was
turned into an exporter of
non-oil goods in the post-
revolution era.

Stressing that the Islamic
Republic was among the first
countries  which officialy
recognized Uzbekistan's in-
dependence, the diplomat
said that Iran’s foreign pol-
icy is based on under-
standing and mutual re-
Spect.
He said currently many
Iranian businessmen are in-
volved in trade activitiesin

Canadian delegation met
mostly with representatives
of the Iranian private sector
over the past few days.

Speaking a the con-
cluding session of Iran-
Canada seminar on energy
held at the Energy Ministry
Deputy Energy Minister
Reza Ardekanian said, “cur-
rently, Iran ranks first in the
Persian Gulf region in terms
of trade with Canada and is
the 27th overall Canadian
trade partner.”

Referring to the Ca
nadian companies desire to
invest in lran, Ardekanian
added, “Canada is an in-
dustrial  country with Dlrs
180 hillion in foreign in-
vestments, what has drawn

Rafsanjani:

Canada towards lran, is the
desire to diversify its foreign
market base.”

“Although over the past
two to three years, Iran-
Canada trade has doubled to
Dlrs 1,200 million annually,
the two countries’ trade bal-
ance is in favor of Canada
which should be rectified,”
he noted.

He said that officials of
several Canadian companies
including General Electric
Canada Inc, Acres Inter-
national Limited and Agra
International Limited have
participated in the energy
seminar to discuss imple-
mentation of projects re-
lating to steam and com-
bined cycle power plants.

People cannot be forced
to remain on scene

TEHRAN - Chairman of the Expediency Council
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani told a seminar, entitled “pa-
thology of a revolution” here on Tuesday that the idea

that people will always remain committed to the system
isnot true and their needs should be met.

Rafsanjani said that peopl€’s presence on the scene
depends on such factors as their awareness, sound deeds
and efforts to address their demands, IRNA reported.

He said that people are faithful to the system and the
Islamic Revolution and their questions on a wide range
of subjects should be answered.

“If we think that we can keep people on the scene by
forcewe are mistaken,” said Rafsanjani.

One cannot force people to stay on the scene for long
through rhetoric and slogans, instead, one should be sin-
cerewith people and administer justice, he added.

He said that after lapse of 20 years since the triumph
of the Islamic Revolution, peopl€'s awareness and their

role should not be

ignored.

Sme 15 out of 124 essays sent to the secretariat of the
seminar  are to be presented at the three-day seminar.

the Expediency Council
Mohsen Rezaei here Tues
day said that the Zionists
have hatched a plot to create
crisis in Iran and the region
which should be unveiled to
world public opinion.

Speaking at a press con-
ference which was attended
by domestic and foreign re-
porters, Rezaei said the
present status quo in Iran is
afield to examine the friends
and foes of the Iranian na
tion, IRNA reported.

In the aftermath of May
23, 1997 presidential elec-
tions, developments took
such a shape in Iran which
resulted in further dy-
namism of people and polit-
ical fronts in the administra-
tion of the society.

Pointing to the emer-
gence of a positive trend in
iran within a period of five
years, Rezaei said the out-
come of such a palicy is de-
velopment of freedom, re-
aization of democracy and
people’'s  participation in
their own affairs.

Pointing to the activities
of the Zionists in Iran and
the Islamic world, especialy
the Middle East, the Ex-
pediency Council secretary
said such activities were
based on three axes: avail-
able secrets information, in-
formation theories and in-
formation analysis.

He said the Zionists who
are quite upset and angry
with the developments in
Iran, formed a committee in
the U.S. dubbed as America-
Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee (AIPAC).

The committee first sug-
gested the policy of “dual
containment” against iran to
the U.S. which was carried

Japan agrees to restructure
outstanding I ranian debt

TEHRAN - Japan is re-
ported to have agreed to re-
schedule nearly Dlrs 500
million of Iran’s debt in the
form of aloan.

Middle East Economic
Survey said while the
amount, representing the to-
tal outstanding in Japanese
private credit, had been
agreed, theterms of the loan
were dtill being negotiated
and were expected to be fin-
alised before the end of the
Iranian year, March 20,

stan to broaden cooperation

Uzbekistan, adding that Iran
isalso utilizing some of the
Uzbek potentials.

Uzbekistan exports its
cotton and many other prod-
ucts through Iran and
M ashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan
railway has facilitated sur-
face transportation between
the two countries, Pakaeen
said.

Underlining the sig-
nificance of the exchange of
diplomatic and  economic
delegations between the two
countries, the Iranian am-
bassador expressed the hope
that conclusion of agree-
ments will further pave the
way for more expanded bi-
lateral cooperation.

Australia, South Africato invest
IN lranian mining sector

TEHRAN - A senior of-
ficial a Mines and Metas
Ministry said that an Aus
trdian and a South African
company have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding
with Iran for exploration of
mines. The officia, Naddi
Esmaedli, said the companies
have signed the contract fol-
lowing remova of barriers
for foreign investment in
mining sector.

He said the new mining
law, the article of association
of which was ratified by the
cabinet last week, has pre-
pared the ground for expan-
sion of the private sector's
and foreign investors activ-
ity in Iran.

Mines and Metals Min-
istry has received bids from
many companies  in Aus
tralia, Canada, South Africa,
France and Chinato invest in
the exploration and mining
sectors, said Esmaedi, add-
ing that his department is to
investigate the applications.

Elsewhere in his remarks,
Esmaedi said that the min-
istry’s branch offices in prov-
inces have issued 1,061 li-
censes for exploration of
mines and granted 86 ex-
ploration certificates.

He said that exploration
support fund is ready to com-
pensate risks suffered by in-
vestors in exploration activ-
ities because of  their high
risk rates.

Esmaeeli said that RIs
seven hillion has been set
asde in the department's
next year budget to com-
pensate for negative growth
in exploration activities of
those investing in the sector.
The sum to be granted to the
applicant will differ based on
type of exploration activity
and the kind of mineral sub-
stance being explored, he
added.

7.5 kg tumor removed from
patient’ s abdomen

TEHRAN -

A 7.5 kg tumor has been removed from a

woman’s abdomen in Abhar, southeast of Zanjan Province in
northern Iran, it was reported here Tuesday.

Dr. Kamran Zafar-Doust, the surgeon who conducted the
operation, said the tumor had misplaced the intestine in the 21-
year-old patient, Ms. Mahnaz Omidi. The surgeon said the tu-
mor which measured 40 by 30 centimeters stretched from one
kidney to the pelvis passing under the diaphragm. Ms. Omidi, a

resident of Dolatabad village in Abhar told IRNA

that she

went to the doctor due to suffering from overweight and severe
inappetence. But, she added, thorough medical examinations,
including sonography, diagnosed atumor.

IRNA reported from Lon-
don.

It said that the facility
was arranged following a
visit by Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazi to
Japan and officia  nego-
tiations between the Central
Bank of Iran and the Jap-
anese government, the Jap-
anese Export Import Bank
and private companies.

Japan’s Mainichi Shim-
bun newspaper has sug-
gested that payment of the
new loan would commence
in April 2000 but there has
been no confirmation of
this.

The restructure follows
reports that Italy’'s export
credit agency, SACE,
agreed last week to re-

schedule DIrs 370 m of Ira
nian debts.

Germany also is said to
have finalised a DlIrs 1 bil-
lion refinancing package for
Iran.

On the positive side,
MEES said the latest agree-
ments go some way towards
stabilizing Iran’s relationship
with its creditor. Japan had
aso confirmed re-extending
trade insurance and there
were further challenges to
American sanctions emerg-
ingintheU.S,, it said.

But the weekly quoted
one banker suggesting that it
would have been in Iran's
best interest to negotiate the
longest terms possible  due
to the current climate of de-
pressed oil prices.

Turkey targeted for fourth
phase of South Pars

TEHRAN - Plans now
being considered by Iran is
for a resumption of nego-
tiations with a four-member
consortium for the  fourth
phase development of South
Pars gas field but with prod-
uction

Targeted for Turkey, ac-
cording to Middle East Ec-
onomic Survey, IRNA re-
ported from London.

It reported proponents of
the project shifting their at-
tent ion northward after
it became apparent that Paki-
stan, the initial destination
for export, would not be re-
quiring gas imports until
well into next century.

The new life being
breathed into the long-
running negotiations be-

tween the National Iranian
Oil Company and the con-
sortium of Royal Dutch
Shell, Petronas of Malaysia,
Britain's BG and Gaz de
France follow progressin
nailing down details of the
integrated project.

The Cyprus-based week-
ly reported that the new plan
was expected to cost some
Dlrs 2 billion and would in-
volve DIrs 1.2 bn for the
field development relating
to South Pars phase four and
the remainder for  pipeline
expansion work to supple-
ment existing networks in
Iran.

Payment to the con-
sortium for both the up-
stream portion of the  con-
tract and downstream
expenditures would be gen-
erated from lran's  22-year

supply contract with Turkey,
which is due to reach a pla-
teau of 1 bn cubic feet of
gas aday (cfd) by 2005.

The fourth phase of
South Pars, according to
MEES, is for a target pro-
duction of 1.2 bn cfd of gas
and 40,000 barrels per day of

condensates.

Ventures covering the
first three phases are aready
being carried out by a do-
mestic company and a con-
sortium headed by Tota of
France. Their scheduled pro-
duction of some 3 bn cfd is
being directed for  interna
consumption.

MEES reported that the
National Iranian Gas Com-
pany was aready  imple-
menting plans for a third
pipeline. With its installation
and additional pumping
capacity aong existing
routes, it suggested there
should be free enough capac-
ity to accommodate phase
four.

One of the problems
foreseen was the delays en-
countered by Turkey in
building some 1,100 kms of
pipeline on its side of the
border necessary to
transport the gasto Ankara.

But with stringent take-
or-pay provisions in the sup-
ply contract, the weekly said
that neither Turkey nor Iran
would want to be the first to
trigger  such  pendlties.

ing both rich natural

plots against Iran

out obediently and later pro-
posed the plan of a com-
prehensive containment for
mobilization of the world
public opinion against Iran.

The plan raised various
allegations such as Iran’s ca
pability to gain access to
atomic bomb within five
years, its possession of bal-
listic missiles and its ability
to build cruise missiles,
Iran’s threat to its neigh-
bors and its opposition to
Arab-lsragli compromise
talks, said Rezaai.

The May 23 presidential
elections in Iran thwarted all
attempts by the Zionists in
Europe, U.S., Asia and the
Middle East, Rezagl  said,
adding that after the elec-
tions differences mounted
between the U.S. and Israel
over imposition and sanc-
tions and pressures on Iran.

To this end the Zionists
made attempts to prevent im-
provement of Iran’s ties with
Europe and Islamic coun-
tries, hinder changes in U.S.
attitude towards Iran, fan the
flames of domestic disputes
and create insecurity in the
country, Rezael said.

The new plot is being
carried out through several
mechanisms such as coop-
eration with Iranian opposi-
tion forces like MKO,
through feeding world pub-
lic opinion with misleading
information and creation of
a psychological war inside
the country and influencing

TEHRAN - “In the con-
stitution of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, as well as
the government’s program”
the family has always been
considered as the pillar of
development, head of the
the Islamic Culture and
Communication Organiza-
tion (ICCO) Ayatollah
Mohammad Ali Taskhiri
said in his speech at the in-
ternational conference on
population and develop-
ment (ICDP) in the Hague,
held 8-12 February.

The government of the
Islamic Republic of Iran is
highly committed to the
recommendations of the in-
ternational conference on
population and develop-
ment (ICDP) and program
of action (POA) and with
the U.N. Population Fund
(UNFPA) active support
and assistance, has been
quite successful in their
implementation, he said,
IRNA reported.

Subsequent to  the
ICDP, he added, a national
committee consisting of a
number of subcommittees
was established as the focal
point for following-up
ICDP related issues.

“This has mainly been
due to the presence of a
well organized primary
health care (PHC) system
in the country, covering
over 85 percent of its pop-
ulation. This integrated
PHC system enable us to
incorporate  reproductive
health care information and
services into various other
aspects of government sup-
ported activities such as the
revision of training materi-
as for community health

decisions by the U.S. state-
ments in order to prevent
them from changing attitude
towards Iran.

He said that Isradi in-
telligence agency Mossad has
instructed its agents in Iran
to approach the staff of the
ministries of foreign affairs,
information and the interior
as well as offices of the three
branches of government and
influentia members in polit-
ical factions.

For example, he said, the
agents approached an In-
formation Ministry  staff
member, suggesting that the
National Front of Iran (NFI)
has posed a threat to the fu-
ture of Iran and that Foruhar
was a candidate to lead a po-
litical coup against the Is
lamic Republic of Iran.

Rezagi said the sugges-
tion had been made so skill-
fully that the Information
Ministry staffer, influenced
by the insinuations of the Zi-
onist agents killed Foruhar.

“After awhile, the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution
received a group of the In-
formation Ministry  per-
sonnel including the one
who killed Foruhar.

“When the Leader ex-
pressed concern about For-
uhar's murder and said we
should employ these ele-
ments (like Foruhar and
make use of them in the Is-
lamic Republic), the person
got to know that what he had
perpetrated ran counter to

community

workers, rural midwives,
women health volunteers,
and so on,” Taskhiri said.

He said in line with the
recommendations of the
ICPD-POA, the govern-
ment made specia efforts
to further promote civil
society and non-
governmental organization
(NGO) participation in the
implementation of the RH/
FP programs.

“In 1995, a nationwide
counseling campaign on
mothers' health was or-
ganized. Personnel all
over the country were
trained so as to be able to
provide clients with ad-
vice and information on
issues such as pre and
post-natal care, nutrition
during pregnancy and
breast feeding, prevention
and diagnosis of breast
and cervical cancers,” he
said.

In order to enhance the
knowledge of newly mar-
ried couples on RH/FP
matters, 400 pre-marriage
counseling centers were
established  nationwide,
Taskhiri said.

A wide variety of con-
traceptives are available to
the populace free on
charge and presently, 72.9
percent of women at the
reproductive age are using
some type of contra-
ceptive methods. Of these,
55.4 percent are practicing
modern methods, he said.

At present, Iran is
hosting over two million
refugees who  benefit
from the same RH/FP ser-
vices available to lranian
citizens, he said.

Women's status in the

WTQ ready for touriam cooperaion
with Iran

TEHRAN - At the meeting with Iranian Ambassador to
Shafti, Secretary General of the World Tourism
Francesco Frangiali in Madrid Tuesday said that “the Islamic Republic of
Iran is one of the safest and most suitable tourist centers for the foreignersin
the world. “Political conditions foster no complications for tourist attraction
and tourism in that country,” Frangialli stated, IRNA reported.

The WTO secretary general further told the Iranian ambassador that
WTO was fully prepared to provide services to Iran in the area of training,
advisory and exchange of information. “Iran being strategically located, hav-
attraction and diversity of historical and ancient rel-
ics, itis predicted that the number of tourists visiting that country would in-
crease three folds in the coming years,” said Frangialli.

Spain, Hassan
Organization (WTO),

the wish and view of the Is-
lamic  Republic,” Rezael
said.

Answering a question
about performance of the In-
formation Ministry, he said
the ministry has done its job
well because Iran has had no
intelligence difficulty in the
past 20 years.

On murder of German
national Heinrich Lembirt on
Tehran-Kashan highway by
a fugitive soldier, he said he
has unconfirmed information
and his assumption is that
the incident has taken place
with a green light given by
the U.S. and the Zionists. Of
course, the MKO had  been
involved as well, he said.

Asked about the seria
killings, Rezaei said the
committee in charge of in-
vestigating the case will an-
nounce its findings soon.

A journaist asked if the
political freedom in Iran is
decided by the ranking
leaders, why it had not been
initiated before May 1997
presidential elections, Rezael
said the laws and regulations
and lack of political training
in the political and cultural
administration of the country
had been effective in de-
laying the political develop-
ment in Iran.

Asked about Iran-U.S.
relations, Rezael said as long
as the U.S. is under in-
fluence of Zionism, it has
difficulty in re-establishing
tieswith Iran.

cornerstone of human

Islamic Republic of Iranis
encouraging, the female
literacy rate reached 75
percent in 1997, he said.

As to higher educa-
tion, Taskhiri said, 52 per-
cent of those accepted to
universities in the current
academic year were wom-
en.

Women's employment
rate, compared to the sta-
tistics available from be-
fore the Islamic Revolu-
tion, shows a 13 percent
increase.

The government has
been quite keen in col-
laborating with the inter-
national community, in
this regard, it has been
cooperating closely with
U.N. agencies such as
UNFPA, UNICEF,
UNHCR and WHO, which
has been applauded by
world bodies, Taskhiri
noted.

He said “we dis
approve of premarital sex-
ual relations and believe
that human socia evolu-
tion is fulfilled within le-
gal marriage framework.”

Sexual education
should be presented at a
suitable age under the
guidance of parents aim-
ing at promotion of phys-
ical, sychological, social
and spiritual health of the
individual and the public,
he said.

It is again stressed that
abortion should be avoid-
ed unless in cases such as
incurable congenital de-
fects of embryo as major
thalassemia or serious
danger to mother’s health,
Taskhiri concluded.

| ranian books on display
at Muscat book fair

Iranian books on display at
Muscat book fair

TEHRAN - Over 300
publishers from 17 countries,
including Iran are taking part
in Muscat international book
fair which opened Tuesday
and isto end on February 24.

Oman, Jordan, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Su-
dan, Yemen, Morocco, the
U.S., Germany, Syria, Leb-
anon, Egypt, Qatar and
France are other participants
inthefair.

Tens of thousands of ti-
tles are on display in Arabic
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and English, covering a very
wide range of subjects in-
cluding palitics, science, re-
ligion, social studies, med-
icine, languages, literature,
philosophy, history, geog-

raphy and children’s books.

There are 360 sections,
40 of which are occupied by
19 government and private
sector exhibitors from the
Sultanate itself.
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