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Canada eager to expand

relations with Iran

TEHRAN- Deputy Minister of Industries and Commerceof Canada Mark

Corey told Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs Mahmoud | N

Vaezi here Wednesday that his government is firmly determined to broaden
relations with Iran. In his meeting with the Iranian Foreign Ministry official
he said that the presence in Tehran of the Canadian delegation that he is
heading is a token of the interest of Canadian companies to have a presence
in Iran, IRNA reported. The Iranian official voiced his pleasure with the feel-
ings of Canadian businessmen towards Iran and said Iranian companies, too,

look forward to do more business than before with Canada.

The Canadian officia is here as head of a delegation from his country.
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Hajj an occasion to deliver
message of |dlam

political

TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenel here
on WWednesday referred to
delivering the political mes-
sage of Islam, including the
disavowa of pagans, as an
integral  part of the annual
Hajj (pilgrimage) ceremony.

In an address to an audi-
ence of administrators of the
upcoming Hajj pilgrimage,
the Leader said that besides
worshipping, Hajj is meant
for delivering the political
message of Islam, IRNA re-
ported.

“The biggest political
messages of Idam is Muslim
unity, resistance against the
enemies of Idam and dis
avowal of pagans headed by
the the U.S. and the Zonism.
It is also disavowa of all
those who help the existence
and expansion of Zionism,”
Ayatollah Khamenel said.

Mohajerani:

The Leader also thanked
the Iranian nation for its
massive turnout at the Bah-
man 22 (February 11) rallies
to mark the 20th an-
niversary of the victory of
the Islamic Revolution.

“The marches by our be-
loved people on different oc-
casions and  especialy on
Bahman 22 is like a show-
ering of blessings which in-
troduce the illuminating
truth of the revolution to
hearts and sights.

“The marches bring hope
and joy to friends and hope-
lessness and disappointment
to the enemies,” Ayatollah
Khamenei said. Re-
ferring to the Idamic Re-
public as a center of hope for
al Muslims, the Leader said
that the enemies have mo-
bilized al at their disposal
to harm the country.

On the one hand they do
al they can to hurt the Ira

Offering attractive image of
religion will bring calm

TEHRAN - Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohgjerani said in city of Eqlid, Shiraz Prov-

ince on

Wednesday that offering an attractive image

of religion will bring calm and tranquility whereas adis-

torted image of religion will cause worry and anxiety.
Mohajerani told a group of the town’s citizens that

his ministry has the duty to present a beautiful and at-

tractive image of the

religion as recommended by the

father of 1slamic Revolution and founder of the Islamic
Republic the late Imam Khomeini, IRNA reported.

He said that Islamic Revolution liberated the Iranian
people from clutches of despotic powers both inside and
outside the country.

Iran spent the first and second decades of its new life
after the triumph of Islamic Revolution on fighting en-
emies during the Iragi imposed war (1980-88) and on re-

construction of war devastated

region, said Mohajerani,

adding that Iranian officials are now trying to overcome
economic problems in the third decade of Islamic Rev-
olution’slifein light of people's support.

He praised peopl€’s confidence in the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and in Pres-
ident Mohammad Khatami and said thisis a strong back-
ing for the move launched by Iranian officials for the
third decade of the Islamic Revolution’s life.

He said that administration of country needs una-
nimity of views among various factions, adding that fac-
tional differences should not be turned into animosity.

A library of Eqlid’s cultural complex, built in a 1,250
square meter plot of land, was inaugurated by Mo-
hajerani. The library has 20,000 copies of books, study
rooms with a capacity of 400 persons.

nian economy, and on the
other hand through prop-
aganda and by employing
their domestic agents, they
intend to weaken people’'s
beliefs and their faith in the
revolution, the Leader stat-
ed.

As secrets of the Iranian
success in the face of the en-
emies  conspiracies, Ay-
atollah Khamenei referred to
the lranian nation's faith,
vigilance and unity of word,
and added that the nation’s
perseverance on the same
path would ensure the suc-
cess of the ISlamic Republic
in the future.

President high

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami  ad-
dressing a large gathering

of local people in Bushehr
Wednesday said to over-
come deprivation in the
province, government plans
to allocate some percentage
of the revenues from Iranian
gas fields including South
Pars and Kangan.

The president further de-
scribed as outstanding the
role of gas fields of Kharg,
Kangan and South Pars in
the national economy and ec-
onomic boom of the country,
IRNA reported.

With the activation of
Odlaviyeh specia zone with
its potential  to produce pet-
rochemical products, the
province, as in the past, can

become a thriving center,
Khatami added.

The president further
touched on Bushehr atomic
power plant and said Iran
has decided to convert the
power plant into a platform
for the country’s economic
development.

Iran within a few years
will use nuclear energy prov-
ing that the Iranian nation
become powerful in every
areas and develop its ca
pabilities, the president said.

Housing key marine and
ar bases, industrial po-
tential, the existence of
Kharg as key to the coun-
try’s economic lifeand Kan-
gan gas resources, the Prov-
ince of Bushehr can assume
agrate role in the country’s

economic boom, the pres-
ident said.

Referring to the average
unemployment rate of 15
percent in Bushehr Province
which is higher than those of
other provinces, Khatami
said job creation is among
the government priorities.

During his visit to the
province, President Khatami
is due to inaugurate 56 de-
velopment, industrial and ag-
ricultural projects imple-
mented with a credit
amounting to RIs 113,679
million.

President ~ Mohammad
Khatami, in continuation of
his tour of the province, in-
spected Wednesday the mod-
ernization and reconstruction
project of Abuzar oil field

Y unesl introduced to Majlis as
INnformation minister

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami
Wednesday introduced Ali

Younesi as new minister of
information to the Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) for a vote of con-
fidence.

Yunesi, 43, is currently
head of the judicial or-
ganization of the armed
forces of the Idamic Re-
public of Iran, IRNA re
ported.

Vice-President for Legal
and Parliamentary Affars
Mohammad Ali Sadougi
handed over President Kha
tami’ s letter to Mgjlis Speak-
er Ali  Akbar Nateq Nouri
at the Mgjlis Wednesday.

Former information min-
ister Qorbanali Dori-
Najafabadi resigned after it
was disclosed recently that
some Information Ministry
staff were involved in the
killings of some writers and
opposition leaders over the
past year.

Khatami accepted Dori-
Najafabadi’s resignation on
February 9.

President Khatami’s let-
ter was read at the end of the
open session of the Magjlis
by member of the presiding
board of the parliament,
Mousa Zargar.

The letter read: “to im-

Sloveniapraises lran’srolein
settlement of Intl. crises

VIENNA - Slovenian
Foreign Minister Boris Frlec
Tuesday in Ljubljana praised
Iran's key role in settlement
of international crises.

Expressing satisfaction
over Iran-Slovenia close re-
lations, he caled for further
expansion of the two coun-
tries cooperation, in political
and economic fields in par-
ticular, IRNA reported.

The Slovenian minister
made the remark in a meet-
ing with the visiting Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Euro-American Affars
Morteza Sarmadi.

In addition to agreements
on economic cooperation
and supporting joint in-
vestments, three letters of
understanding on land, ma-
rine and air transportation

Iran condemns killing of
Kurdsin Berlin,
bomb explosionsin Tashkent

TEHRAN:- The spokesman of the Iranian Foreign Min-
istry here wednesday condemned the killing of three
Kurdsin front of the Zionist regime’s consulate in berlin.

The spokesman Hamid-Reza Assefi said irrespective
of the intention of demonstrators, shooting them by Zi-
onist security soldiersis not justifiable.

Meanwhile, in a communique addressed to the Uzbek
Foreign Ministry, the Iranian Foreign Ministry deplored a
string of deadly explosions in Tashkent Tuesday that re-
portedly killed at least 13 people.

Assefi said Wednesday that the islamic Republic of
Iran has consistently condemned all brands of terrorist

operationsin all countries.

will be signed by the two
countries in the  current
year, he added.

Praising Iran’s policy on
political development, he re-
ferred to the country’s geo-
political situation in the re-
gion.

Frlec caled for coop-
eration of the two countries
in solving the problems the
Bosnian nation Is facing and
added that Iran can be a
good help in the area of
clearing the mine fields in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Meanwhile, Sarmadi
said that expansion of Teh-
ran-Ljubljana relations will
leed to establishment of
peace and stability in Bos
nia-Herzegovina.

Iran and Slovenia enjoy
close economic and trade re-
lations, he said voicing
readiness to further bolster
bilateral trade ties. The crit-
ical situation in Irag, the Af-
ghan crisis and cooperation
between international or-
ganizations and the Or-
ganization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) were also
discussed in the meeting.

plement article 133 of the
Congtitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and in view
of Dori-Ngjafabadi’'s res-
ignation, | hereby introduce
to the Majlis for a vote of
confidence Ali Yunes, to
take over the Information
Ministry.”

According to Majlis reg-
ulations, debates on granting
avote of confidence to the
nominated minister will be
included in the Mgjlis agen-
da a week after the pres-
ident’s letter is read at the
parliament.

Ali Yunesi was born in
the city of Nahavand, in
western Province of Hame-
dan, in 1955. After
completing his elementary
school, he studied religious
sciences at Nahavand theo-
logical school. After 1.5
years, he left home for the
holy city of Qom where he
began his studies at the Qom
seminary.

At the same time he con-
tinued his academic studies
and in 1981 he received his
master's degree in educa
tional sciences from the Uni-
versity of Judicial and Educa-
tional Sciences. Yunes aso
received his master's degree
in political sciencesin 1997.

Y unesi was a politica ac-
tivist before and during the
victory of 1979 Islamic Rev-
olutionin Iran.

Due to his anti-Shah ac-
tivities, the young Yunesi
who was sued by the Shah's
intelligence service (Savak),
was forced to leave the coun-
try in 1975. He joined the
Palestinian and Lebanese
guerrillas and became fa
miliar with military and guer-
rilla operations under the
command of martyr Mo-
hammad M ontazeri.

During the public up-
rising against the Shah's re-
gime in 1978, he was ar-
rested by Savak in Nahavand

and after being severely tor-
tured he was transferred to
Hamedan.

Yunesi has held various
positions since the victory of
the Islamic Revolution in-
cluding head of Tehran's
branch of the revolutionary
court, head of second branch
of amy’'s revolutionary
court, head of army revolu-
tionary court, public pros
ecutor of Tehran  for four
years (1988-91), and head of
the judicia organization of
the armed forces.

Over the past few
months, Yunesi has been
heading the special inquiry
committee set up to follow
up the recent suspected kill-
ings, in coordination with
President Mohammad Kha-
tami and head of the judici-
ary Ayatollah Mohammad
Yazdi and with approval of
the Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamene.

20 pc rise In export of flowers

TEHRAN - Managing
director of Iran's Flowers
and Plants Union Jalal Ajay-
ebi told IRNA here on
Wednesday that export of
flowers this year earned the
country about DIrs 12 mil-
lion, showing a 20 percent
growth compared to the last
year's export.

Ajayebi said that haf of
flowers produced in Iran are
wasted and setting up of a
flower export terminal will
help insure export of 80 per-
cent of flowers now being
wasted.

Iran is now capable of

exporting about DIrs 100
million worth of flowers,
said Ajayebi, adding that
taks are underway with
some foreign countries for
export of flowers and plants.

Ajayebi said that his un-
ion plans to set up a hig
flower and plant exhibition
in the country next year.

3,000 flower and plant
producing units are members
of the union and about
1,000 others have yet to be-
come its members, he add-
ed.

He put the per capita
flower and plant consump-

Fifth conference on Iran-Russia relations opens

TEHRAN - The fifth
conference on lIran-Russia
relations opened at the For-
eign Ministry’s Institute for
Political and International
Studies (IPIS) in Tehran on
Wednesday with a key note
speech being delivered by
Iranian Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Educational Affairs
Sadeq Kharrazi.

Sadeq Kharrazi pointing
to the background of Iran-
Russia  relations said the
mutual and common inter-
ests of the two countries has
inter-connected  the two
states more than ever before,
IRNA reported.

The deputy foreign min-
ister said, “we are free to se-
lect our friends and we have
given priority to our neigh-

bors in fostering friendship.
We believe that helping each
other is the best way for
cooperation  between the
neighboring states.”

Kharrazi said Iran and
Russia have growing coop-
eration on mutual, regional
and international issues and
the conference is a good op-
portunity to develop coop-
eration on the basis of mu-
tual interests.

He said the political will
of the Iranian and Russian
officidls  has focused on
preparing grounds for large-
scale cooperation.

The two countries would
cooperate in the Caspian Sea
and that  Tehran-Moscow
cooperation had made good
achievement in restoring

peace in Tgjikistan, he add-
ed. Of course, a lasting
peace in Tgjikistan requires
cooperation of &l regiona
states, he said.

“Maintaining peace in
Tajikistan will serve to pre-
vent outbreak of other cri-
sesin Central Asiaand Cau-
casus, and we should not
allow the foreign powers to
turn the region into a
ground for their competi-
tion,” Sadeq Kharrazi said.

He said the geopolitical
importance of the region has
led to competition among
foreign powers.

The Caspian Sea is situ-
ated between the five lit-
toral states and  the for-
mulation a legal regime for
the sea would be effective

in developing cooperation
in the region.

Russian Ambassador to
Iran Knostantin Shuvalov
speaking to the conference
appreciated the diplomacy
of President Khatami’s gov-
ernment and said, “Pres-
ident Khatami has done a
lot and we hold him in high
reverence. Russia under-
stands the policy-making of
the Islamic Republic of
Iran.”

Shuvalov said Iran has
planned to find out new op-
portunity for  cooperation
with the outside world and
is willing to cooperate with
its tranditional trade part-
ners among which Russia
has high status.

He expressed pleasure

with President Khatami’'s
interest in developing
cooperation with Russia and
said the Russian govern-
ment  and President Yelt-
sin have similar attitude to-
ward lran.

He said the close stand
of Tehran and Moscow to-
ward international  issues
has served as a foundation
for the bilateral cooperation.
The previous conference on
Tehran-Moscow  relations
was held in  Moscow last
year.

The current conference
will run for two days.

tioninlranat threetosix.
750 million flowers,
worth Dlrs 180 million, were
exported last vyear, said
Ajayebi, adding that 650
million flowers, valued at
Dirs 164 million, had been
exported two years ago.

Campaign againgt ar po

TEHRAN - To have
the most polluted of
world state capitals is not
something befitting an Is-
lamic country, Governor
of Tabriz Abbas Khorshidi
said in Tabriz, East Azar-
baijan Province on
Wednesday.

Khorshidi’s remark, on
the occasion of the na-
tional clean air day, was
in reference to the prob-
lem of air pollution in Ira-
nian major cities which
has taken dangerous pro-
portions in the capital city
of Tehran, IRNA re-
ported.

Addressing a cer-
emony on the occasion,
Khorshidi further stressed
that the drive to fight air
pollution requires a na-
tional resolve.

Also speaking at the
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Australian deputy premier

due in Tehran

exploitation installations.

During his visit to the ail
field, President Khatami got
informed about the advance-
ment of the project.

With the completion of
equipment installation, 80
percent of which has been
finished, the Abuzar oil field
can produce 200,000 barrels
of oil per day.

Abuzar oil field is locat-
ed 75 km southwest of
Kharg idand in  the Persian
Gulf. It has three platforms,
five  multi-purpose  well
drilling terminas, one res-
idential terminal, three gas
desalination platforms and
three torches.

Moreover, inaugurating
fishing harbor of Bushehr,
President Khatami under-
lined the need for investment
in culture of shrimp  and
other sea creatures and said
this industry will help con-
siderably increase the coun-
try’s revenues.

The president further
said that with a low in-
vestment in shrimp farming
the country can earn alot.

Prior to  Khatami's
speech, Minister of Con-
struction Jihad Mohammad
Saeedi-Kia reported on the
fisheries situation in the
country.

The 12,600 meter Bu-
shehr fishing harbor which
has the facilities for re-

TEHRAN - Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade
Tim Fischer is due to visit Iran on February 28-March 3, 1999, to attend the
7th Iran-Australia joint commission.

The latest international developments as well as expansion of Tehran-
Canberrarelations will be top on the agenda of talks to be held between Fis-
cher and the senior Iranian officials, IRNA reported.

The australian premier, in a statement, announced that the commission
will provide a good opportunity for Australian tradesmen to exchange trade
with their Iranian counterparts. He expressed the hope that his visit will help
further expansion of bilateral relations adding that his government is willing
to bolster ties with the Middle East countries.

ights importance of Iran’s economic development

ceiving 200-ton vessels was
constructed with a credit of
Rls 10.4 billion.

Speaking to a group of
people in Ganaveh, the pres-
ident stressed the im-
portance of establishing joint
border markets in Ganaveh.

“Border markets are
amongst major needs of Bu-
shehr Province and the gov-
ernment through the free
trade zones high council is
studying plans to establish
and expand border markets,”
the president said.

Khatami  further high-
lighted the role of the border
markets in the industrial and
economic development of
the country.

The presisdent aso
praised the people of Gan-
aveh for their contributions
and sacrifices during the
eight years of sacred defense
and subsequently in the con-
struction era.

Referring to the up-
coming Islamic councils
elections, the president
called on the people of Gan-
aveh, especialy the youth to
actively participate in the
elections.

In his visit to Ganaveh,
the presiedent inaugurated
the new electricity post in
the region.

He had earlier visited the
shrimp farms in the Helleh
river area of the province.

|damic common market best way
to achieve oil-free economy

TEHRAN - To in-
crease exports and reach
an economy in-
dependent from oil, there
is no other way but to
find appropriate markets
and the best and closest
markets are those in Is-
lamic countries, said the
Deputy Commerce Min-
ister for Planning and In-
formation Dissemination,
Mohammad Nahavandian
here Wednesday.

Speaking at a seminar
titled, ‘expansion of ec-
onomic and trade re-
lations between the Is-
lamic  countries’ he
added, “Islamic countries
with 7 percent of world
trade valued at DIrs 765
billion constitute only 10
percent of world trade,”
IRNA reported.

Nahavandian also
lauded the Islamic coun-
tries  capabilities for
boosting inter-group
trade and added, “if we
regard the Islamic coun-

tries economies to be
structurally  similar  or
complimentary, there is
still room to expand
trade.”

Referring to the ne-
cessity of establishing re-
gional unions to form a
common market of Islam-
ic countries, Nahavandian
added, “regional common
markets are not contra-
dictory to the economic
globalization and can, in
fact be, complimentary to
it.”

The seminar also fea-
tured articles presented on
issues relating to econom-
ic globalization and inter-
national competition, sim-
ilarity between trade
regime in ECO (Economic
Cooperation Organization)
versus Persian Gulf Coop-
eration Council and fea-
sibility of formation of
Islamic common market.

The seminar  will
wrapped up its work on
Wednesday afternoon.

Iran, South Africato boost
medical cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran's Charge d'Affaires to Cape Town
Rashid Mokhtari met and conferred on Wednesday with
South African Health Minister Nkosazana C. Dhlamini-
Zumaon issues of mutual interests.

In the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on mu-

tual cooperation in medical fields, IRNA reported.

The upcoming visit of the South African minister to
the Islamic Republic of Iran at the invitation of her Iranian
counterpart was among the topics discussed at the meet-

ing.

Calling as significant medical cooperation with Iran,
she said that such cooperation has topped the agenda of
Tehran-Cape Town joint medical commission.

South Africa is among leading countries who enjoys
various advanced medical research centers.

ceremony was the chan-
cellor of the Tabriz Uni-
versity, Mohammad Ali
Hossein-Pour Feizi, who
told the audience that the
campaign against air pol-
lution should start with
the government.

“If the government’s
motor vehicles pollute the
air, what should we ex-
pect of our noble people,”
he asked.

ution

Feizi also informed the
audience that air pollution
is the source of 180 vari-
ous kinds of cancer.

Tehran and three other
industrial cities in the
country, including Ta-
briz, face high levels of
air pollution.

Air pollution in Tehran
forced temporary closure
of schools some two
months ago.
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