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P.O.Box 502 Provo, UT 84603-0502 U.S.A
Phone: (801)377-4558 Fax: (801)377-2200
http://www. easter nlanguages.com
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WESTERN MONEY
UNION TRANSFER

The fastest way to send money
wor ldwide.
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INTERNATIONAL

TRANSPORT
AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.

TEL: 0181-7593985 FAX: 0181 - 754 9922
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Call PLANET TALK free on

0800 856 2029

All prices shown are inclusive of VAT, are in pence per minute and have been rounded to the nearest penny. These
rales are Planet Talk 100 rates which apply to accounts opened with £100 and accounts re-charged by£100. Calls
from payphones and mobile phones may be subject to surcharge.
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[ranian firm wins tender for high

voltage post in UAE

TEHRAN - An Iranian company, Parsian, has won the tender for con-
struction and operation of a high voltage electricity  post in the United Arab

Emirates.

Managing Director of the company Homayoun Khosravi told IRNA that | N

Parsian won the bid after Dubai Electricity and Water Company approved its

priorities over many creditable European, Asian and Arab companies.
Winning of the tender by Parsian which is affiliated to the Energy Min-

istry, is an indication of its technical potentials, said the public relations of-

fice of the ministry.

Moreover, it added, it is a great success for Iranian companiesin carrying
high voltage posts

out projects in designing, installation and operation of
aswell as export of engineering and technical services.

Khatami in Bushehr:
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|ran, South Korea study expansion
of economic cooperation

a0 reatly for security arangements

With regiondl States

TEHRAN - Iranisready to sign security
pacts with the regiona counties, President
Mohammad Khatami said, stressing that the
security of the region will be materialized
only through cooperation of the regional
countries.

Iran is for evacuation of alien forces from
the Persian Gulf region and maintains that
the security of the region will be preserved
through evacuation of the alien forces from
theregion.

President Khatami made the remarks at
the joint flag hoisting ceremony held in the
second marine region of the armed forces.

In a bid to ensure the regional security
Iran is ready to cooperate with the regional
countries, IRNA quoted Khatami as saying.

Khatami said political freedom, freedom
of speech and gatherings are the basic rights
of the people and not something offered to
them by governments.

No one is entitled to prevent people's
freedom as long as they are not threatening
Islamic principles, Khatami said, adding that

no one is also entitled to put aside others by
resorting to religious sanctities.

He further warned against using the cler-
ics and Islamic sanctities for driving out

[talian officials:

unit.

one's rival. Differences of views are quite
usual and such differences will help advance-
ment and development of the society, the
president added.

Elsewhere in his speech the president un-
derlined the government's role in guar-
anteeing investment security and said a fa-
vorable government is one which lets people
do their economic works too.

In another development, President
Khatami inaugurated a 2,000-tons oil plat-
form and the first phase of Bushehr’'s sew-
age treatment system.

Rls. 7.5 billions have been spent on con-
struction of the oil platform and Rls. 36.419
billions on construction of the first phase of
Bushehr’s sewage treatment system.

The oil platform with a 100-metres length
and 6-metres breadth has been constructed at
the hands of the domestic experts.

President Khatami also
Bushehr nuclear power plant to assess  the
pace of progress in the construction of the

inspected

Khatami said in his speech that more ef-

forts should be made to complete the project
as soon as possible.

Khatami’s Vatican visit
a“historica” event

TEHRAN - The up-
coming meeting of Iranian
President Mohammad Kha-
tami with his holiness Pope
John Paul 11 is regarded as a
“historical” event, Vatican's
Secretary of State Jean Luis
Tauran said on Friday.

The secretary of state in
his meeting with Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister for
Euro-American Affairs Mor-
teza Sarmadi referred to the
visit of the Iranian president
to Italy and Vatican and de-
scribed the president’ s meet-
ing with the Pope John Paul
Il as very “significant” for
Vatican, IRNA reported.

The two sides aso ex-
changed views on issues of
mutual interests as well as
those relating to the Iranian
president’svisit to Vatican.

The Iranian deputy for-
eign minister is now in Vat-

ican to make arrangements
for the visit of the Iranian
president to Italy which is to
start from March 9.

Meanwhile, [talian Min-
ister of Parliamentary Re
lations Guido Folloni told
Sarmadi that President Kha-
tami to Italy is of great sig-
nificance.

Referring to the positive
relations between the two na-
tions, Folloni pointed out
that Khatami would be able
to favorably influence the
public opinion of the Italian
people.

The Italian minister then
noted that the Islamic Re-
public of Iran plays a key
role in the region and that
Tehran could play a  con-
structive part as a bridge be-
tween Itay and the Middle
East.

Sarmadi pointing to the

Supreme Court repeals death
sentence on Hofer

TEHRAN - Iranian Supreme Court has repeded a
death verdict issued formerly on German businessman
Helmut Hofer, assigning Tehran Justice Department to
re-examine the case, director of public relations office of
the judiciary Fotovat Nassiri said on Saturday.

Nassiri told IRNA that the branch 34 of the Supreme
Court has repealed the death sentence against Hofer.

He said that Hofer’s case will be re-examined in a
public court at Tehran Justice Department.

Asked about possible freedom of the German busi-
nessman, Nassiri said it is up to the judge who will in-

vestigate the case once again.

Hofer was found guilty of having out of wedlock re-
lations with an Iranian girl, an offense which is pun-
ishable by death sentence according to Islamic laws.

Hofer's lawyer Hushang Ghahari said Hofer, 58, had
already been converted to Islam before having sex with
the Iranian girl. Ghahari claimed Hofer had planned to

marry the girl.

potentiality of cooperation
between Tehran and Rome,
said that Iran welcomed the
strengthening of relations
between the two nations and
expressed hope that with the
visit of President Khatami
there would be drastic trans-
formation in the Iran-Italy
ties. In another meeting with
Sarmadi the Genera Di-
rector of the Italian Foreign
Ministry Umberto Vattani
said that Italy expected to
see bolstering of bilateral re-
lations with President Kha-
tami’s visit and that the visit
is very important for Europe
aswell.

The two officials also ex-
pressed the hope that dialog
among four world civiliza-
tions - lIran, Egypt, Rome
and Greece - would help pro-
mote and strengthen ties
among them.

Iran protests Turkmen
decision to lay pipeline
through Caspian Sea

TEHRAN - Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Hamid-Reza Assefi said on Saturday the Islamic Re-
public of Iran regards Turkmenistan's decision to lay
gas pipeline through the Caspian seabed as contrary to
the principles already declared by the littoral states.

He said the Caspian Sea littoral states have already
undertaken under the Ashkhabad declaration of foreign
ministers in 1996 and the Tehran-Ashkhabad joint state-
ments of October 14, 1997 and July 8, 1998 to avoid
unilateral actions in the Caspian Sea, IRNA reported.

Assefi said that given the fact that the Caspian Seais
shared by all littoral states in accordance with the 1921
and 1940 treaties, any unilateral action in the Caspian
Sea without agreement of all the littoral statesisinvalid
and unacceptable from legal point of view.

The spokesman said, “full responsibility of any uni-
lateral action in the Caspian Sea including the damage
exposed to the environment of the sea rests with those
who disrespect the former stipulations.”

The Islamic Republic of Iran has given high im-
portance to the environment of the Caspian Sea and be-
lieved that the Caspian Sea environment is vulnerable
requiring more attention by the littoral states to protect
it and any violation in this respect is unacceptable, he
said.

Jordanian foreign minister:

TEHRAN - Deputy For-
eign Minister for Asa
Pacific ~ Affairs Mohsen
Aminzadeh on Thursday
conferred with the South Ko-
rean Minister of Trade, In-
dustry and Energy, Park
Tae-Young on expansion of
economic cooperation.

In the meeting, the two
sides exchanged views on in-
frastructural and long term
development of economic
and oil cooperation between
Iran and South Korea, IRNA
reported from Seoul.

Referring to the current
shortcomings in the two
countries  economies, the
two sides underlined the
need for rendering of bi-
lateral aids to remove the ec-
onomic hurdles.

During his-three-day of-
ficial visit to Seoul, the Ira-
nian deputy foreign minister
voiced Iran's readiness to
welcome  investments by

Amman interested to expand
relations with lran

TEHRAN - Jordan's
Foreign Minister Abdullah
al-Khatib told Iranian Am-
bassador to Amman Mo-
hammad-Ali Sobhani Sat-
urday that his government
is interested to broaden re-
lations with Iran. He
also disclaimed a reports in
the London-based news
paper Al-Hayat which had
quoted Amir Abdullah as
having said that in his judg-
ment Iran is a threat to
peace in the region, IRNA
reported from Amman. The
foreign minister of Jordan
meanwhile said that the Zi-
onist regime is alarmed
by improving relations be-
tween Muslim and nations
and wishes to divide them
and attain its goals in a cli-

mate of division between
Muslims.

The Iranian ambassador
also conferred with the Jor-
danian Minister of Trade,
Industry and Supply Mu-
hammad Salah al-Hurani on
expansion of trade and in-
dustry relation between the
two countries.

Austria calls for expansion of
cultural cooperation with [ran

TEHRAN - Austrian
Minister of Education and
Cultural  Affairs Ms. Eliz-
abeth Gehrer in Vienna Fri-
day caled for setting up of
Iran’s cultural-historic ex-
hibition in her country to in-
troduce the lIranian ancient
culture to the Austrian na-
tion. Making theremark in a
meeting with Iran’s Am-
bassador to Vienna Ebrahim
Rahimpour, she called for
consultations and exchange
of visits between the two
countries educational or-
ganizations, IRNA reported
from Vienna.

Expressing satisfaction
over Tehran-Vienna friendly
relations, she said that her
government attaches great
importance to ties with other
civilizations and cultures.

Referring to both coun-
tries’ rich culture as well as
Austria’'s special positionin
the whole Europe, Ms. Geh-
rer called for further expan-
sion of Tehran-Vienna cul-
tural cooperation.

Meanwhile, the Iranian
ambassador voiced his coun-
try’sreadiness to bolster bi-
|ateral ties, cultural affairsin
particular.

Central, South Asian countries explore
ways for transportation cooperation

TEHRAN - The inter-
national conference of rall
freight corridor between
Central and South Asian
countries was inaugurated
here on Saturday.

Deputy at Roads and
Transportation Ministry
Rahman Dadman told the
two-day session that ec-
onomic development of
Asian countries depends on

UK independent Premier
Oil dismisses U.S. threats
over Bala ded

TEHRAN - UK independent Premier Oil has dismissed
U.S. threats to investigate its joint deal with Bow Valley En-
ergy of Canadato develop Bala offshore field under its extra-
territorial sanctions regime against Iran.

Its managing director, Charles Jamieson, told the Fi-
nancial Times Friday that both the European Union and Brit-
ish government’s positions on the Iran-Libya sanctions act
was “straightforward” neither recognizes the right of the U.S.
to apply unilateral sanctionson non-U.S. companies, he said.
The threat by the U.S. State Department  that it would apply

its legidation, he suggested, was a “diplomatic
face acute embarrassment by

Washington is expected to

response.”

having to go through the same procedure against Total of
France, Malaysia s Petronas and Gazprom of Russia beforeis-
suing a waiver for their Dirs 2 billion deal to develop Iran’s
South Pars gas field. IRNA reported from London.

After more than 8 months of investigation into the South
Pars deal, U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright ad-
mitted failure last May of “vigorous efforts to stop it.”

She said that the U.S. had not even been able to see the
contract and that the application of sanctions would still “not
prevent this  project from proceeding.”

expansion of relations at re-

giona level and that es
tablishment of trans-
portation infrastructures

serve as basic pillars of ec-
onomic growth, especialy
in the Centra Asian re-
publics. Dadman said that
speedy laying of rail tracks,
pipelines for transfer of oil
and gas and expansion of
ports are necessary for ec-
onomic development.

He said that operations
are underway to build Amir-
abad port on the Caspian
Sea coast and link it to the
nationwide railways and
also to build Bafg-Mashhad
and Kerman-Zahedan rail-
ways.

He cited insufficient fi-
nancial resources as the rea-
son for slow pace of opera-
tions to lay Kerman-
Zahedan railway and called
on members of the Paris-
based International Union
of Railways (UIC) to con-
tribute to implementation of
the project.

The Iranian official said
that implementation of the
project will materialize the
old plan on south corridor in
South Asia while serving as

a suitable bridge between
south and Central Asia and
easing transactions at the re-
gional level free of any po-
litical unrest.

He said that promotion
of transportation facilities
will guarantee long term re-
lations and expand coop-
eration among regiona
states.

He added that although
Iran’s railway network was
connected with open seas
via Imam Khomeini port on
the Persian Gulf, Iran de-
cided to build Bafg-Bandar
Abbas railway in order to
connect Bandar Abass on
the Strait of Hormuz to the
railway network with an
am to raise cargo trans-
portation capacity.

He said that connection
of Bandar Abbas with Ira
nian state railway made
linkage of Central Asian
railways with Europe and
the open seas possible.

There are also plans un-
derway to reduce time re-
quired for travel between
southern port city of Bandar
Abbas (Hormuzgan Prov-
ince) and Sarakhs (northeast
of Iran), he added.

In the meeting, the min-
ister voiced his country’s
readiness for expansion and
continuation  of  mutual
cooperation.

He described the bi-
lateral cooperation between
the businessmen of two na-
tions and setting up ex-
clusive trade fairs in Am-
man and Tehran as an
appropriate opportunity for
becoming further familiar
with the existing ca
pabilities of the two coun-
tries.

He then called for the
preservation of the current
trend growth.

The Iranian ambassador
in reply said that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is for ex-

pansion and consolidation
of economic and trade re-
lation with Jordan and it is
determined to cooperate at
various industrial and ec-
onomic projects in that
country.

They also agreed to
form a committee to pursue
the agreements reached in
the third Iran-Jordan joint
€economic commission.

The Jordanian deputy
ministers of trade, industry
and supply along with the
Iranian deputies industry
minister are to attend at the
first joint meeting during
May-June. The third Iran-
Jordan joint economic com-
mission was held in Am-
man December 1998.

French Elf, Italy’s ENI to develop

lran’s Dorood oil field

South Korean companies as
well as their further in-
volvement in economic pro-
jects in the framework of the
Third Development Plan.

Iran and South Korea es-
tablished politica relations
some 36 years ago and the
volume of trade exchanges
between the two countries
during the first nine months
of the last year (1997) stood
at over DIrs1.35 hillion.

In a separate meeting on
Friday, Aminzadeh and Dep-
uty Foreign Minister of
South Korea Sun Jun Jung
reviewed relations between
Tehran and Seoul.

TEHRAN - The French oil company EIf in association with Italy’s ENI
will develop Iran’s ‘Dorood’ oil field in the Persian Gullf.

The contract outlined in this connection amounts to DIrs 50 million and
the joint exploitation will start in anear future.

The officials in charge of the project said that negotiations have been un-
derway for months and Tehran has recently given its final approval.

Last October sources close to EIf said that it would be the operator, hold-
ing an interest of 55 percent and ENI 45 percent.

The contract is on buy-back basis and the two companies will buy oil
from Iran in return to their services.

The Korean official said
that President Khatami’'s
proposition  for dialog be-
tween civilizations is admir-
able. The Iranian envoy told
the Korean official that a ba-
sic principle of Iran’'s for-
eign policy isto prevent ten-
sion between nations.

Aminzadeh aso offered
a brief account on the unique
geographical  location of
Iran which makes it ideal for
investment and added that
the Islamic Republic would
welcome investment in Iran
of Korean entrepreneurs
especialy in the area of oil,
gas, and transportation.

Iran condemns killing
of leading Iragi Shi’ite
Muslim cleric

TEHRAN - Iran's Foreign Ministry Saturday con-
demned assassination of leading Shi’ite Muslim theo-
logian of Iraq Seyed Mohammad-Sadeq Sadr, and called
for identification and punishment of his assailants.

Spokesman of Iran’s Foreign Ministry Hamid-Reza
Assefi Saturday said the Islamic Republic expects the
Iragi government to adopt every necessary security

measure to protect Muslim theologians of the country.
He said the assassination Thursday was the latest in a se-
ries of assassinations which started in Iraq two years
ago, IRNA reported.

Irag’'s official sources said Thursday that the ay-
atollah and his two sons were shot dead in Ngjaf on the
same day. No person or group has yet claimed re-
sponsibility for the assassination of Ayatollah Sadr and
his two sons.

Meanwhile, the office of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, Saturday issued a
communigue in condemnation of the assassination
Thursday of leading Shi’ite Muslim theologian of Irag,
Ayatollh Seyed Mohammad Sadr and his two sons.

The communique recalled similar bloody incidents at
Muslim theological schoolsin Ngjaf over the past mil-
lennium, and said Shi’ite  Muslims of Irag have been
systematically persecuted in Irag in the  recent years,
and added that the strangulation of Shi’ite Muslims in

that country has now reached its climax.
The communique also condoled with Muslim theo-
logians and the  people of Irag for the incident.

Proposed minister outlines strategies
for Information Ministry

TEHRAN - The pro-
posed information minister
Hojatoleslam Ali  Yunesi
outlined his programs for
the Information Ministry in
organizational, national and
international dimensions.

Yunesi was proposed by
President Khatami to the Is-
lamic  Consultative As
sembly (Majlis) to replace
Qorbanali Dorri Najafabadi

who resigned last week after
it was revealed that some of
the ministry’s staff were in-
volved in the recent polit-
ical murders in the country.

Referring to security as
a “basic right” of mankind,
the minister designate said
preservation of security is
the most basic task of a
government.

At the international lev-

Central Bank governor:

Certain measures adopted
to promote exports

TEHRAN - Governor of Bank Markazi (Central Bank) of
Iran (CBI) Mohsen Nourbakhsh said in an interview that the
government has opted for a number of facilitating banking
devices with the idea of promoting exports.

He said the main aim of this decision is to provide ef-
fective market for freely trading in foreign exchange earned

through non-oil exports.

In this market, he explained, exporters enjoy the facility of
offering their import certificates against their exports, at their
own prices; and the private sector importers who have ob-
tained the necessary permits from the relevant bodies, can re-
quest their required foreign exchange at the offered prices.

He added that in this way, the Tehran Stock Exchange
(TSE) exchange rate will be determined freely under com-
petitive conditions vis-avis supply and demand.

On the basis of that mechanisms, he said, importers in-
clined to obtain their import certificates through the TSE ex-
change market, may, on obtaining the relevant permits, ap-

proach the commercia

banks and purchase their foreign
exchange needs. Once they have done

that, they can pur-

chase the certificates in the TSE market.

countries.

minister.

|ran, Egypt to establish
pharmaceutical company

TEHRAN - Egyptian Minister of Health and Popula-
tion Ismail es-Salam met and conferred with Iranian Dep-
uty Health Ministry Ahmadiani on mutual interests and
formation of ajoint pharmaceutical company.

The new joint company is to begin marketing Iranian
and Egyptian made drugs in African and Central Asian

The Egyptian minister underlined the need for finding
practical ways to make use of Iran’s experiences in pro-
duction of vaccine and family planning.

There are numerous commonalties between the two
ancient civilizations of Iran and Egypt, said the Egyptian

Referring to Iran’s success in the field of health care

and production of medicines, Ahmadiani voiced Iran's
readiness to boost mutual cooperation and exchange tech-
nologica know-how in thisfield.
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el, the ministry of in-
formation will adhere to the
state foreign policy of de-
tente and promotion of
relations with al countries
specialy the Islamic states,
Yunes said.

While encouraging peo-
ple's participation, he said
confidence building be-
tween people and the in-
formation system would be
among other programs of
his ministry at the nationa

level.

As for his programs at
the organizational level, Y u-
nesi said the Information
Ministry is one of the most
sensitive and serving in-
stitutions in the country and
to fulfill its objectives it
should employ expert man-
power, must remain im-
partial in political disputes,
fulfill its legal duties and
use modern information
technology.

Foreign workerstake
Dlrs 1.2 bn out of
country annually

TEHRAN - A senior La
bor Ministry official said
that over one million foreign
nationals are illegally work-
ing in Iran who take DIrs 1.2
billion out of country an-
nually.

The deputy in charge of
employment of foreign na
tionals Mostafa Emadi said
that last year 9700 work-
shops with an illegal work
force of 270,000 foreign na
tionals were identified
throughout the county and
treated according to relevant
law.

The foreign staff were
later substituted by Iranian
laborerslooking for jobs.

He said that according to
the prevailing laws, one of
the provisions for granting
asylum to foreign nationals
is that the country under-
takes no responsibility re-
garding their employment.

Emadi further added that
only employment of those

foreign  nationals who are
legaly residing in iran and
are specialized in  certain
fields which are needed in
the country is authorized.

The officiad was ad-
dressing a gathering on em-
ployment of foreign  na
tionalsin Iran.

It was also said at the
meeting that 100,000 job op-
portunities are being oc-
cupied currently by foreign
nationals in  Khorasan
Province, northeast Iran, bor-
dering Afghanistan.

According to dtatistics,
both official and unofficia,
between 350 to 400 thousand
Afghans are residing in
Khorasan Province.

Iran is currently home to
2.33 million refugees which
puts the country top on the
list of countries receiving the
largest number of refugees
in the world. The total num-
ber of world refugees
amounts to 22 million.
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