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Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.
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International inspectorsvisit Iran’s

chemical installations

TEHRAN - International inspectors of the Organization for Prohibition
of Chemical Weapons inspected Iran’s chemical
confirm the accuracy of the statements issued about these installations, it

was announced on Sunday.

Inspectors of the organization, on the basis of the convention of chemical
weapons, have so far visited over 400 chemical installations in 30 countries
including Germany, India, Japan, the United States, Russia, France and Paki-
stan. The Islamic Republic of Iran which is one of the major victims of chem-
ical weapons, has played a key role in compilation of the convention and has

been one of thefirst countriesto sign and approveitin 1997.

President:

of Iran’'s
government.

Monday.

lran pursuing
promotion of relations
with regional countries

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Sun-
day said that detente does not mean at all backing down
from the principles and values.

Addressing Iranian ambassadors to the Persian Gulf
states, currently here to attend the ninth Persian Gulf sem-
inar, Khatami said the current period is the era of sta
bilization for the system and detente quite suits the sta-
bilization period, IRNA reported.

President Khatami underlining the need for promotion
relations with the regional countries through
preservation of principles and values of the Islamic Re-
public, said mutual respect,
confident-building are among the main principles of the

expansion of relations and

Prior to President Khatami’s speech, Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi briefed Khatami on the issues to be raised
in the ninth Persian Gulf seminar which started work on

Deputy Foreign Minister for African and Arabic coun-
tries, Mohammad Sadr, also reported on the development

of Iran’srelations with the regional countries.
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Iran after peaceful settlement of
K0sovo crisis

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi said
that as periodic chairman of
the Organization of the Is-
lamic Conference (OIC),
Iran has been striving to
peacefully solve crisis in
Kosovo.

Talking to IRNA, Khar-
razi touched on the diplomat-
ic moves taken at inter-
national level, notably a
series talks held in a Paris
suburb over the past two
weeks, to cease Kosovo cri-
sisand said that he had in-
formed french officials dur-
ing his recent visit to France
about the concern of Iran
and other members of the
OIC about situation of Mus-
lim Kosovars.

Kharrazi said that he had
told French officias that
Muslim states should mo-

Kurds residing in Tehran demonstrate
ourside U.N. office

TEHRAN - A group of
Kurds residing in Tehran
here on Sunday called for
unconditional release of Kur-
distan Workers' Party (PKK)
leader Abdullah Ocalan.

Ocadlan was arrested in
Nairobi, Kenya, last Monday
by Turkish security forces
as he left the Greek embassy
in Kenya for the airport. He
was then transferred to An-
kara.

The protestors, num-
bering 700, gathered in front
of the U.N. officein Tehran,
chanting slogans in con-
demnation of the Turkish
government, IRNA reported.

The law enforcement
forces were present outside
the U.N. office to control

the situation.
Meanwhile, Kurdish
demonstrations in  support

of Abdullah Ocalan con-
tinued to have an impact on
the United Nations offices
around the world, U.N.
spokesman Fred Eckhard
said.

Eckhard said about 20
Kurds had forced their way
into an office of the United
Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) in
Stockholm and were con-
tinuing a peaceful occupa-
tion of part of the premises.

He said another group of
37 demonstrators entered the
Paris  headquarters of the
United Nations Educationa,
Scientific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO).

They left quietly after
meeting with UNESCO dep-
uty secretary-general of ex-
ternal relations and making
their demands known, Eck-
hard said. Outside the build-
ing there was a 400-strong
protest.

The U.N. spokesman
said the Kurdish dem-
onstrators outside the U.N.
office in Armenia has en-
tered its fourth day.

The protesters include a
group of 18 hunger-strikers
who are being visited for
checkups every three hours
by hedth officials. So far,

the hunger strikers have re-
fused medical help, Eckhard
said.

Meanwhile, in Geneva,
the spokesman for Mary
Robinson, the U.N. High
Commissioner for Human
Rights announced that she
backed a recent statement
by U.N. specia rapporteur’'s
on the rights of Abdullah
Ocalan.

The gspecia rapporteur
on torture, Sir Nigel Rodley
caled on the Turkish gov-
ernment to ensure that Oc-
alan was granted immediate
access to legal counsel and
that an independent mon-
itoring system be  put in
place.

In related news, the U.N.
Deputy High Commissioner
for  Human Rights Bertie
Ramcharan met with the rep-
resentative of Turkey in Ge-
neva and requested addi-
tional information on the
conditions of  Ocalan’s ar-
rest and detention as well as
any other information  rel-
evant to that case.

Supervisory board rejects
gualification of some candidates

TEHRAN - The central
supervisory board of the
city council elections has
reportedly  rejected  the
qualifications of a number
of candidates. The report
comes at a time that cam-
paigning for the elections
has already started.

However, Tehran's
Governor General A. Azar-
mi told IRNA that the su-
pervisory board, according
to two of its members, has
never issued such a list; a
fact which he said makes
the whole issue lack legal
grounds.

He said that due to the
fact that the deadline which
the supervisory board
could express its views on
the candidates had expired,
Tehran's governor gener-
al’s office could not accept

rgjection of the qual-
ifications of these can-
didates.

The official further not-
ed that rejecting the qual-
ifications of candidates af-
ter they have started their
elections campaign was a
violation of their rights and

Faezeh Hashemi:

it will not only inflict fi-
nancial damage but dis-
honor them as well.

Tehran's governor gen-
eral’s office is preparing a
complaint to submit to the
responsible authorities in
this respect, he added.

The supervisory board
is said to have rejected
qualifications of about 50
candidates all over the
country. Most of the re-
jected candidates have been
accused of lacking solid be-
lief in velayat-e fagih in
practical terms and also of
having suspected records in

the past.

Meanwhile, head of the
supervisory  board, Ali
Movahedi Savoji, con-

firmed the report that the
board has rejected some
candidates.

He told the daily Iran
that Abdullah Nouri, Saeed
Hajjarian and Jamileh
Kadivar had not yet sub-
mitted enough documents
to prove their resignation
from their officia posts
and that upon the sub-

Councils must plan
for development

TEHRAN- A Tehran
representative in the Islam-
ic Consultative Assembly
(Majlis), Faezeh Hashemi,
here Sunday said that the
most basic duty of the city
councils is to make proper
planning for more con-
struction and develop-
ment throughout the coun-
try.

Speaking to IRNA, she
referred to the successful
performance of women
in their different capacities
so far which she said has
led to a change in public
attitude about women’s po-
tentials. She said the
presence of a high number
of females in the city
councils will be to the

benefit of both the women
and the society.

Daughter of former
president, Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani, who is also
the managing director of
‘Zan' daily, further said
that her paper supports
women candidates by put-
ting up their publicity
notes and reflecting their
plans and programs.

She also stressed on the
presence of candidates who
are experts in different
social, political, educa
tional, cultural and other
fields and believed that
people from different walks
of life should have their
own representatives so that
their true needs are met.

mission of these documents
their qualifications would
be approved.

He further said that the
documents submitted by
Saeed Hajjarian, too, do
not provide certain ev-
idences that he has resigned
from his capacity. Fur-
thermore, he has refrained
from signing the document
on his practical belief inve-
layat-e faqih, he added.

Savoji said that the no-
tice by the board on re-
jecting the qualifications
of the candidates was quite
legal because the session
was attended by three mem-
bers.

bilize their capabilities to
solve the Balkan problem
peacefully.

Voicing support for in-
ternational community’s ef-
forts, Kharrazi said that an
atmosphere should be creat-
ed for peaceful settlement of
problems by belligerent par-
ties to insure safe return
home of Albanian refugees.

Kharrazi caled on world
countries to avoid po-
liticizing the Bakan crisis

and on the United Nations to
strive  for restoration of
peace and calm and adoption
of necessary measuresin this
respect in coordination with
the international community.

Expressing concern
about situation of Muslims
in the Balkans and their suf-
ferings, Kharrazi said un-
fortunately, the rights of
Muslims in the Balkans have
aways been violated and
that’s why the OIC members

have, since the start of the
Bosnian crisis, been trying
to help regional Muslims at-
tain their basic rights and le-
gitimate freedoms.

He expressed satisfaction
with restoration of peace in
Bosnia and said that Bel-
grade should insure that Kos-
ovar residents of Albanian
decent are provided with
their basic rights and le-
gitimate freedoms.

Iran, Netherlands discuss investment
In fisheries industry

TEHRAN - A one-day
seminar on fisheries coop-
eration between Iran and
the Netherlands was held in
Bandar Abbas, Hormuzgan
Province, Sunday.

Director General of pro-
vincial Fisheries Organiza-
tion Alireza Mahdavi said
that the seminar was at-
tended by directors from
the Iranian Fisheries Or-
ganization, Dutch Fisheries
Training Organization, Ira-
nian canned food com-
panies, and local fisher-
men.

He added that the topics
discussed in the seminar in-
cluded promotion of for-

Judiciary chief:
A quarter of prisoners
to be freed by year end

TEHRAN - Head of the judiciary Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Yazdi said on Sunday that according to an am-
nesty granted by the Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, about a quarter of Iranian pris-

onerswill be freed.

eign investment, marketing
and fisheries training.

He further stated that
20,000 provincia fisher-
men using about 3,000 var-
ious-sized vessels, catch
70,000 to 100,000 tons of
various sea creatures

“We are close to self-
sufficiency in shrimp farm-
ing with 107 million baby
shrimp being raised in the

eight provincial shrimp
farms,” Mahdavi remarked.
The Dutch Charge

d’' Affaires to Iran Frans Po-
tuyt also said that a high
ranking Dutch delegation is
in Iran to discuss fisheries
management, rules and pro-

The prisoners having persona plaintiffs will be re-
leased if their plaintiffs withdraw their complaints, he

said, IRNA reported.

Yazdi said that those prisoners having persona
plaintiffs have until the year end to settle their problems.
Meanwhile, Y azdi expressed grief over assassination
of Ayatollah Mohammad Sadeq Sadr and his two sons
in the holy city of Najaf, and expressed concern about
the lack of security in the theological center in holy Na-

jaf.

cedures of tendering, mar-
keting and sea creatures
conservation.

He added, “I am con-
fident that, the seminar is a
good beginning for
strengthening Iran-
Netherlands ties.”

The Director of Dutch
Fisheries Ministry Roel Bol
also said, the fisheries
cooperation can lead to ex-
pansion of bilateral re-
lations.

He added that the Dutch
Fisheries Ministry attaches
great importance to con-
servation and expansion of
water resources and regards
it as a government policy.

Silver coins dating back to Ottoman
empire unearthed in Shushtar

TEHRAN - Over 3,100 of silver coins belonging to the Ottoman empire
were unearthed recently in the town of Shushtar in the southern Province of
Khuzestan, said an official with the local Cultural Heritage Organization on

The official said that the coins were discovered in a special bag in an old
and run down Shushtar neighborhood.

He said it seemed that the coins were used as instrument backing local
currency in the Ottoman era.

The official aso noted that the experts with Cultural Heritage Organiza-
tion are studying to determine the exact age of the coins.

Mailis speaker :

Afghan groups united and

Muslim Afghan people.

axis of

of concern for Iran, the

participate

said that Afghanistan will

ment.

Unity among Afghan
groups key to success

TEHRAN - Speaker of the Islamic Consultative As-
sembly (Majlis) Ali Akbar Nateg Nouri underlined unity
among all Afghan groups as a key to their success.

Addressing the sixth assembly of Afghan Shi’ite and
Sunni Muslim  clerics, the speaker said the day when all
rose up for the sake of God,
they managed to stand against a bullying power like the
former Soviet Union, IRNA reported.

He voiced Iran’s concern over interference of aliensin
Afghanistan’s internal affairs and misuse of disputes
among Afghan groups in an attempt to deal blows on

Pointing to ethnic disputes in Afghanistan as the main
problems in the country, Nateq Nouri called for
formation of a broad-based government in Afghanistan as
ameans to curtail hands of aliens from the country.

He said illegitimate presence of aliens in Afghanistan
israison d'etre for the existence of Taliban group in the
country, adding that Afghan people can determine their
own fate only through unity of al groups.

The Majlis speaker pointed out that production and dis-
tribution of narcotic drug is a source of revenue for the
Taliban group and  stressed that since the issue is a cause
Islamic Republic will not alow
its national interests to be harmed.

Underscoring the role of the clerics in guiding the so-
ciety, he said athough the ulema will be faced with hard-
ships in the accomplishment of their mission, however,
they should not surrender to difficulties.

Nateq Nouri said if today the Iranian people actively
in the affairs of the country, it is due to the
guidelines of Imam Khomeini and active presence of the
clerics in the scene. Prior to the speaker’s remarks, the
Leader’s representative on  Afghanistan affairs Ebrahimi
become prosperous only when
all Afghan groups and partiestakea share in the govern-

The three-day gathering will discuss ways for national
unity, role of neighboring countries in restoration of sta-
bility and security to Afghanistan, accomplishments of par-
tiesand jihad groups and performance of Taliban group in
view of Islam, national and international considerations.

Zimbabwe ready to purchase

TEHRAN - Zimbabwe's
Minister of Local Govern-
ments, Rural and Urban De-
velopment, John Landa Nko-
mo, voiced his country’s
readiness to purchase Iranian
oil. In a meseting in Harare
Sunday with Iranian Am-
bassador to Zimbabwe, Beh-
rouz Kamalvandi, he pointed
to the third meeting of the
Iran-Zimbabwe joint com-
mission this year and said
his country was willing to
buy ail from Iran, IRNA re-

| ranian cinema being
reviewed in Portugal

TEHRAN - A course to
review lranian cinema has
been started in Lisbon, Por-
tugal.

The course, titled ‘the
taste of Iranian cinema, is
jointly organized by Por-
tuguese Ministry of Culture
and Iranian embassy.

Twenty Iranian  full-
length feature films will be
screened inthe event which
will run for two weeks.

Head of the Portuguese
organization in charge of
cinematic affairs, talking in
the opening ceremony, de-
scribed the course as the
best opportunity for pro-
moting cultural ties between
the two countries. He said
the occasion was one of the

Neka pipeline
consortium due
to be finalized

TEHRAN - MAPNA of Iran is reported to be trying
to put together a consortium with European companies
to build a 390- km il pipeline between the Caspian Sea
port of Neka and Tehran refinery.

Middle East Economic Digest said that the affiliate of
the Energy Ministry has been negotiating with Spanish,
French and German companies after failing to agree ar-
rangements with a Chinese consortium led by China Na-

tional Petroleum and Sinopec.

A memorandum of understanding was expected to be

signed later

this month and contracts for the Dlrs 347

million project, which aso includes modifications to
Tehran and Tabriz refineries, were due to be finalized in
March, according to industry sources.

MEED said that it did not know which European
firms were holding talks with MAPNA, but believed it
included some of the original rival bidders.

The project, tendered last year, is designed to carry
370 barrels per day of crude from Turkmenistan and Ka-
zakhstan to Tehran  and Tabriz refineries through vari-
ous arrangements, including swaps.

The pipeline is due to start operating within two years
on a build-operate-transfer basis with an initial flow ca-
pacity of 120,000 barrels per day. But MEED suggested
that thistarget had now been raised to 250,000 bpd.

The weekly quoted sources saying that the National

Iranian Qil

Company wanted direct investment in the
project by oil companies or

traders able to guarantee

supplies and contractors able to guarantee project per-
formance to secure financing arrangements.

most significant  develop-
ments for his country’s cin-
ema

Iranian ambassador, Has-
san Tajik, too, referred to the
old record of cultura re
lations between the two

countries and said holding
of such occasions would
help promote cultural ties.
The event received broad
coverage by Portuguese me-
dia which dedicated severa
pages to Iranian cinema.

lranian oll

ported.

Referring to his coun-
try’s acute need for low-
price residential units, he
also welcomed cooperation
with [ranin the area

Kamalvandi referred to
the history of relations be-
tween the two countries as
well as Iran’s support for

Zimbabwe's struggles
against colonialism and out-
lined Iran’s achievements in
different areas after the vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolu-
tionin Iranin 1979.

The two sides further
stressed on their political
will to expand and con-
solidate mutual ties.

|ran welcomes Indian prime
minister’ s visit to Pakistan
TEHRAN - Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid-Reza
Assefi welcomed Saturday’s visit of Indian Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee to Pakistan.

Assefi said that pursuant to its policy of detente and un-
derstanding among nations and its firm belief in the im-

portance of
that such an

countries adhering to this principle, Iran hopes
initiative will be a step towards constructive

talks between India and Pakistan, IRNA reported.

He expressed hope that continuation of such a praise-
worthy move will ease the danger of nuclear and conven-
tional arms race, strengthen peace and stability in the region,

provide the Indian and Pakistani

nations with welfare and

strengthen bonds between the two nations.

International animation festival opens

TEHRAN - The first in-
ternational animation fes-
tival was inaugurated here
at the Center for Intellectual
Development of the Youth
and Y oung Adults.

Managing Director of
the center Mohsen Chin-
iforushan said at the open-

ing ceremony that 650 an-
imation experts and officials
from 28 countries have tak-
en part in the festival.
Secretary of the four-
day festival Hossein Vaziri
said that more than 680 ti-
tles of Iranian and foreign
animation movies have en-

Cypriot-lranian
cultural talks

TEHRAN - The director
of cultura affairsin the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry, Mas-
jed-Jamei’e, met Cypriot
Minister for Culture and Ed-
ucation, Ouranios loannides,
in Nicosia and  discussed
cultural ties between the two
countries.

The two sides stressed
on the rich ancient history
and civilizations of Iran and
the Hellenic Cyprus, Iranian
diplomatic sources told
IRNA in Athens from Ni-
cosia

Masjed-Jamei’e is on a
4-day visit to Nicosia fol-
lowing an invitation by Cy-
prus. He aso met cultura
and university figures of Cy-
prus and exchanged views
with them on educationa
and cultural cooperation be-
tween Iran and Cyprus.

Mased-Jamei’e is the
first Iranian cultura officia
tovisit Nicosiasince the es-
tablishment of diplomatic
ties between the ISlamic Re-
public and Cyprus six years
ago.

Labor Ministry to encounter illegal
employment of foreigners

TEHRAN - Labor and Social Affairs Minister Hossein
Kamali told a group of workers that his ministry will do all it
can to confront illegal employment of foreign nationals.

Kamali told IRNA that about 1,300,000 out of about two
million foreignersresiding in Iran are working.

He said that replacement of foreign workers with Iranian
ones will considerably remove unemployment problem.

He added that the government and officials concerned are
serious in providing employment priorities to Iranian work-

force.
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tered the festival.

Vaziri said that 500
short and long animation
films are taking part in the
festival of which 88 have
been chosen for the com-

petition section.
He said that 253 35-
millimeter and 16-

millimeter video films have

been selected by the jury to
take part in the international
section of the festival.

The short film ‘The Fire
Bird" by Tahmineh Sarbaz-
Zadeh, the German film
‘The Search’ and the French
film ‘Nun and the Fish’
were screened on the open-
ing day of the festival.

Asian Ski Federation head:

Dizin among world’'s
unigue ski slopes

TEHRAN - Head of the Asian Ski Federation Sung Won

Lee said Dizin ski slope, in northern Tehran Province, is
among world’s most unique slopes and suitable to host inter-

national ski competitions.

Speaking on the final day of the Alpine ski competition
for Asian children and youth at Dizin ski slope, the federa-
tion official expressed satisfaction over Iran hosting the 9th
international Alpine competitions.

He said that the Asian contests provided a good op-

portunity for
with Dizin’s potentials.

the federation to become further acquainted

Lee said that Dizin is a large slope with the potentia to
become one of the world’'s most equipped ski resorts for

hosting international contests.

The South Korean head of the Asian Ski Federation fur-
ther hailed Iran’s championship in the competitions as a
great achievement for the Islamic Republic.
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