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AERO SERVICE LIMITED

Freight ForwardersWorldwide

Airfreight Seafreight Roadfreight
Excess Baggage Commercial Per sonal Effects
Courier Car Shipment Paking
Insurance Collections Documentation

Unbeatable Price, £ 1 per Kg from London to Tehran
Call For The Best RatesAnd ServicesTo The Middle East.
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Tehran to host international conference

on seismology

TEHRAN - The third international conference on seismology and earth-

guake engineering will be held in Tehran, April 17-29.

The conference will provide an opportunity for
Iranian and foreign seismologists to exchange information and get informed
of the latest findings in the fields of earthquake, seismology engineering,
soil, city planning and consequences of earthquakes. Some 410 articles
from Iran and 53 others from around the world have been sent to the sec-
retariat of the conference, of which 288 will be presented in the form of lec-
tures at the conference. The conference will be cosponsored by International
Ingtitute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering, Ministry of

Education, Iran’s Seismology Society and UNESCO.
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[ran’s diplomacy based on detente,

|ran, Saudi Arabia foster
friendship, cooperation

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said on
Monday that an atmosphere
of understanding has been
created in the region and
Iran’s relations with Saudi
Arabiaare growing in the di-
rection of cooperation and
friendship.

In a meeting with the of-
ficials in charge of the an-
nua Hajj pilgrimage, Pres-
ident Khatami said that
Iran’'s detente policy has
succeeded and there is now
an excellent atmosphere in
the world and the region es-
pecialy between Iran and
Saudi Arabia thanks to the
guidelines of the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei, IRNA
reported.

“we should use the cur-
rent atmosphere to reinforce
bilateral relations. The satis-
factory cooperation between
Iran and Saudi  Arabia in
holding the annual Hajj pil-
grimage has served to foster
understanding and friendship
between the two countries,”

he said.

The Iranian and Saudi
officials are willing to de-
velop the  current under-
standing in both Hajj season
or any other time.

President Khatami said
the Hajj pilgrimage is a fun-
damental religious cer-
emony and an act of wor-
shipping the Almighty. The
Hajj ritual oversees socid
life of human being and if it
is performed properly, it will
bring dignity, prosperity and
progress for world Muslims.

He said the philosophy
of Hajj ritua is to secure an
honorable life in the mortal
world and happiness in the
hereafter.

The annual Hajj pilgrim-
age is the very outstanding
religious and political cer-
emony, President Khatami
said.

The Hajj ritua is the dis-
play of towheed (monothe-
ism) and the call of divine
messengers especialy that of
Issam on the one hand, and
manifestation of the Muslim

unity on the other, the pres-
ident said.

Khatami said the two
holy cities of Meccaand Me-
dina are the main heartlands
of Islam. The hearts of every
Muslim beat for the two
holy cities and the fact that
the king of Saudi Arabia re-
place the title of majesty
with the title of custodian of
holy sanctuaries indicated
that the Saudi administration
feelsthat being at the service
of holy Mecca and holy Me-
dina is the most magnificent
kingdom on the earth.

The president appreciat-
ed the efforts made by the
Saudi government for the de-
velopment of the holy sanc-
tuaries, and expressed hope
that al these endeavors
would serve the spirit of the
Hajj ritual.

President Khatami re-
ferred to the refusal of the
Saudi crown prince to meet
the prime minister of the Zi-
onist regime as caled by the
U.S. president and said the
issue indicated to what ex-

Iran, India geared to

strengthen relations

TEHRAN
ties are poised to get a face-
lift when the two countries
sign various agreements re-

- India-lran

garding cultural scientific
and technical cooperation at
their 10th joint  commis-
sion this week.

Earlier this meeting was
scheduled to be held in the
second week of December.
But it was postponed, ac-
cording to reports, to give
some time to Jaswant
Singh, who assumed re-
sponsibilities of Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry bare-
ly few days before the
meeting, to study the naunc-
es of Indialran relation,
IRNA reported from New
Delhi.

It envisages wide
ranging cooperation, i.e., ex-
changes of scholars, media
persons, literature, work of
arts and films between In-
diaand Iran.

On the eve of meeting,
many eminent scholars have
underlined the  need that
India should intensify its ef-
forts to strengthen ties with
Iran.

Major Genera Dipanker
Banerjee, co-director of the
Institute for Peace and Con-
flict Studies a&¢ New Delhi,
says India and Iran have an
important role to play in this
vital region - from the In-
dian subcontinent to the Per-
sian Gulf and Central Asia.

He points out that India
and Iran share common
views on various im-
portant issues, therefore
should make joint endeavor
to play a catalyst role in
the region which is in fer-
ment.  Expressing agree-
ment with hisview, Dr. Gir-
jesh Pant, chairperson of
the Center for West Asian
Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi told
IRNA that India and Iran
should make all out efforts

to identify areas of econom-
ic cooperation, besides
strengthening ties in  other
fields aswell.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign
Minister, Mahmoud Vaezi,
who is on avisit to India
stated on Saturday that com-
mission will examine vari-
ous options on the pipeline
project, according to PTI.

He added that trans
porting gas through under-
ground pipelineisa cheap-
e and more preferable
option than a pipeline be-
neath the sea which would
be longer and need greater

amount of capitd and
maintenance cost.
Welcoming Indian

Prime Minister A.B. Vag-
payee’s visit to Pekistan, he
sad “in a lighter vein this
probably means we can now
have the pipeline through
Pakistan.”

According to Banerjese,
India views Iran as the most
reliable partner in the long
term because it is the most
stable country in this vol-
aile region besides being
one of the largest producers
of the natural gas.

India needs gas to the
tune of 180 million cubic
meters per day by the year
2004. The indigenous sup-
ply, by then, will be around
68  million cubic meters
per day.

Initiated more than five
years ago, the Dirs 2.4 bil-
lion India-lran gas pipeline
project is still far from be-
ing materialized, partly due
to absence of financia com-
mitments by globa in-
stitutions and partly due to
India-Pakistan  differences
over the route of the 2000-
km long pipeline.

According to Dr. Taufig
Ahmad Siddiqui, director of
the Ingtitute of Energy and
Environment at Honululu,
Hawai, an expert on energy

and environmental issues
of global repute if India and
Pakistan jointly import
natural gas through the pro-
posed pipeline they would
be able to save DIrs 700-
800 million annually each.
JN. Dixit, former for-
eign secretary, while shar-
ing the optimism expressed
by the Iranian deputy for-
eign minister and Indian ex-
perts, says since India and
Iran have maintained close
cultural and economic re-
lationship since time im-
memorial they should ex-
plore the potentia of
cooperation in socia ec-
onomic and cultural areas.
In his opinion, given the
size and potentiad of the
economies of  two coun-
tries, the level of coop-
eration between India and
Iranisfar from satisfaction.

He told IRNA that India
and Iran could increase the
volume of trade between
them by identifying various
items of each other needs
besides making joint ven-
turesin variousfields.

The meeting of the 10th
joint commission has awide
ranging agenda. It envis-
ages cooperation in diverse
fields ranging from educa
tion and culture to science
and technology cooperation.

tent the Saudi administration
is aware of the world public
opinion and respects the will
of world Muslims. All the Is-
lamic governments are ex-
pected to respect the public
opinion of the Muslim world,
he said.

“Respecting the world
public opinion requires us to
reject a government that has
been formed on the basis of
usurpation and that has sub-
jected a nation to suppres-
sion,” he said.

He said the Bagi’ e grave-
yard which is the historical
identity of the Muslims
should be turned into a mag-
nificent place in conformity
with its glorious background.

On the religious cer-
emony of disavowa of pa
gans held every year by the
Iranian pilgrims during the
Hajj pilgrimage, the pres-
ident said, “we do not want
to make troubles there, rather
we want to say that the inter-
ference of foreign powers in
the Ilamic statesis not right.

“We want to draw the at-
tention of world Muslims to
the need to exercise vig-
ilance and mobilize their re-
sources and put them togeth-
er so that we will no longer
need the others.”

Prior to the president’'s
message, head of the Iranian
Hajj pilgrims, Mohammad
Mohammadi Reyshahri gave
a report on the programs for
the occasion.

U.N. special envoy:
Iran played
congdructive

TEHRAN - U.N. spe-
cid envoy on Tgikistan
Yan Kubish and Iran’s For-
eign Minister Kamal Khar-
razi in their meeting here on
Monday agreed that peace
accords for  Tgikistan
should be implemented as
soon as possible with the
cooperation of the United
Nations and other countries.

They adso agreed that
the peace contact group of
Tajikistan would be able to
speed up the process of
peace in the country. The
U.N. envoy offered Khar-
razi abrief summary of cur-
rent developments in Tq-
ikistan and said the contact
group nations, and es
pecidly Iran, had played a
congtructive role for pro-
moting peace in Tgjikistan
and expressed hope that
those nations would con-
tinue to offer their rec-
ommendations to the Unit-
ed Nations. The Iranian
foreign minister said that
the regiona nations had ac-
tively contributed to peace
in Tgikistan and offered a
successful model for col-
laboration. Kharrazi aso
hoped that efforts for bring-
ing total peace to Tajikistan
would continue with the
collaboration of that coun-

try.

confidence-building in Persian Gu

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
ister Kamal Kharrazi said on
Monday that Iran’s diplomacy
has focused on detente, con-
fidence-building and partner-
ship in the Persian Gulf.

Addressing the opening
session of the annua seminar
on “the prospectsfor the Per-
san Gulf and the current
facts’, Kharrazi said  any in-
itiative regarding peace and
stability in the Persian Gulf
should include the principle of
detente, IRNA reported.

He said, “the importance
and sengtivity of the Persian
Gulf have been a momentous
task for us to prepare the
ground for understanding
and put an end to any kind of
misinterpretations.”

Kharrazi said in the Per-
san Gulf any regional criss
immediately gains globa di-
mension, therefore in the first
stage, the factors  behind the
crisis should be removed and
it must be done by the re-
giond statesthemselves.

He lambasted presence of
foreign forces in the Persan
Gulf and sad the foreign
forces are not interested in &
bility in the region, because
security in the region leaves
no room for their  continued
presence there. They need a
crisis spot to justify their pres-
ence, Kharrazi said.

He said the regiona states
should remove any elements
that may  cause crisis and
leave no place for foreign
forces to judtify their pres-
ence.

Kuwait to promote ties with
Iran, contribute to regional

TEHRAN - Visiting Ku-
waiti Minister of Information
Y ousuf Muhammad as-Samit
told head of National Ex-
pediency Council of Iran Ak-
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani here
Monday that his government
has decided to strengthen re-
lations with Iran and contrib-
ute to regiona collaboration.

He said relations between
Iran and Kuwait are aready
very good, IRNA reported.

He added that during his
stay in Tehran he will aso
sign a cultura and educa-
tional protocol between the
two countries.

Rafsanjani said in re
sponse that grounds are pre-
pared for Arab nations to de-
velop relations with Iran,
adding that the Islamic Re-
public  would welcome
broadening relations with all
Persian Gulf states.

In his other meeting
Monday with the Speaker of

Financing doubts over
trans-Caspian pipeline

TEHRAN - The Econ-
omist magazine is scep-
tical about a U.S. plan to
build a pipeline under the
Caspian Sea to transport
gas from Turkmenistan to
Turkey.

“Until rights over the
Caspian Sea and Turk-
menistan’s border dispute

Four main suspects in recent

murders arrest

TEHRAN - The pros
ecutor of military court
Mohammad Niazi said here
on Monday that four main
suspects involved  in the
murders of Dariush Foruhar
and his wife, Mohammad
Mokhtari and Mohammad-
Ja far Pouyandeh have been
identified and arrested.

Niazi told IRNA that
one of those arrested had
left the country illegaly
with assistance from his
friends by holding forged
documents. He said that the
Turkish police had deported
the suspect to Iran for
holding forged documents
and upon arrival in Tehran
he was arrested at Meh-
rabad airport by the In-
formation Ministry per-
sonnel. Niazi added “with
the arrest of the suspect im-

portant information has
been obtained. In-
vestigations show that the
main suspects had  stolen
some classified documents
from the Information Min-
istry and hidden them
somewhere else.

“The place was later
searched and besides the
stolen classified docu-
ments fake seds and
stamped papers of various
organizations and organiza-
tions were discovered.”

Forged papers of various
organizations and  in-
stitutions, especially those
of the law enforcement and
military forces, as well as
forged papers, passports and
identification cards were
amongst the documents dis-
covered, he said.

Niazi said that the in-

vestigating team is de-
termined to continue itsin-
vestigation until all those in-
volved in the murders are
identified and brought to
justice.

Rejecting the idea that
Israeli intelligence service,
Mossad, had a part in re-
cent murders, Niazi called
on the press to avoid mak-
ing any anaysis or com-
ment on recent murders and
alow the case to passits le-
ga course under the pre-
vailing favorable at-
mosphere. In conclusion,
he reiterated that the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Ali  Khamene,
President Mohammad Kha-
tami and other officials of
the Islamic Republic have
al insisted that the case be
thoroughly investigated.

with Azerbaijan are
cleared up, finance is un-
likely to be forthcoming,”
it said quoted by IRNA
from London.

The  2,000-kilometer
line, announced last week,
is expected to take three
years to build, but no start-
up date for the project
has been set.

The trans-Caspian
route is proposed as an al-
ternative to the export
route from Turkmenistan
through Iran. Analysts sug-
gest that it isjust another
political ploy by the U.S.
aimed to undermine Iran
being the most logical
route for Caspian energy.

the Islamic  Consultative
Assembly of Iran (Majlis),
Ali Akbar Nateg-Nouri, he
told the Iranian officia
about an Iranian cultura
conference in Kuwait, a cal-
ligraphy exhibition in Ku-
wait of Iranian calligraphers
and the Iran-week in Kuwait
and said all those occasions
attested to the merits of Ira
nian culture and civilization.

Nateq Nouri recalled
the modern wave of the at-
tachment of youth world-
wide to Islam and the Islam-
ic values and commented
that the same development
had provoked the West to
launch a cultural encroach-
ment on Iran. He said cin-
ema and theater is a good
medium to exploit for a cul-
tural counter-attack against
the Western culture.

Meanwhile, Culture and
Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohgjerani and
visiting Kuwaiti minister of
information later on Mon-
day signed a memorandum
of understanding (MOU)
for mutual cultural coop-
eration.

Mohagjerani said that
conclusion of the MOU will
open a new chapter in Teh-
ran-Kuwait relations.

The two sides at the
meeting stressed the need
for expansion of mutual
cooperation in the fields of
culture, publicity work, ed-
ucation, arts and tourism.

The 16-point MOU calls
for exchange of books, pe-
riodicals, photos, films, mi-
crofilms, arts groups, es
tablishment of book, visua
arts and handicrafts fairs, ar-
rangement of training class-
esin the field of art and of
cultural, film and traditional
music weeks, setting up
joint Islamic sciences re-
search fairs, participation in

UK archbishop to

TEHRAN - The Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Dr.
George Carey, has accepted
an invitation to visit Iran but
has not yet decided on the
date, according to this
month’s edition of the UK’s
Musdlim News.

It quoted a Lambeth Pel-
ace spokesperson confirming
that an invitation had been re-
ceived, saying that the arch-
bishop had “expressed his de-
sire to visit Iran when he was
in Syrid’ las month, IRNA
reported from London.

During his vist to Da
mascus, which included talks
with Syrian President Hafez

Assad, the head of the An-
glican church also expressed
support for dialog between re-
ligions.

The Mudim News said
that Dr. Carey’sinvitation fol-
lows a vist by six Chrigians
to Iran last December, which
was arranged by the Center
for the Study of Idam and
Chrigian-Mudim relations at
Sdlly Oak Collegein Birming-
ham.

It said it was organized by

cooperation

the national and international
festivals set up in either
country and exchange of ex-
perience in production and
distribution of cultural in-
formation.

Under the agreement,
Iran and Kuwait are to coop-
erate to promote Islamic cul-
ture in line with mutual inter-
ests and those of Muslim
world, bring closer Islamic
sectsand prepare the ground
for dialog among religions
and civilizations.

The MOU adso calls for
safeguarding of Islamic val-
ues, return of the historical
and cultural antiques smug-
gled to either country and
providing facilities for tour-
ists.

Cooperation between Ira-
nian and Kuwaiti radios and
televisions, press and news
agencies, establishment of
representative offices in ei-
ther country by the media,
insuring the free and regular
flow of information and
news, facilitating visit to ei-
ther country by reporters and
journalists and direct link be-
tween Iranian and Kuwait
news agencies are among
other provisions of the
MOU.

Province, Shorabil dam in Ardebil
baijan Province and Chamgardelan in Ilam Province.

The Islamic Consultative Assembly (Magjlis) has approved use of Dlrs
250 million foreign finance in the form of usance for completion of the dams
next year, he said.

Ten dams to become operational

next year

The Idamic Republic of
Iran, on its part spares no ef-
fortto help essetensioninthe
Persian Gulf and to thisend it
has  considerably improved
its relations with the neigh-
boring states.

On the misunderstanding
between Iran and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Khar-
razi said there is hope to re-
move the current mis-
understanding between the
two countries. He said con-
fidence-building should come
in pardle with steps to reach
a settlement.

He said lack of confidence
has become the main problem
inthe Persian Gulf.

Kharrazi said that shuttle
vigits by thetrade, cultural and
scientific delegations and ex-
change of views between Iran
and the other regiona states
on diplomatic and military
grounds would serve to build
confidence. Of course, thereis
along way fromtheidea sit-
uation, but what has aready
been done is encouraging, he
said.

He said the confidence-
building is aimed a a com-
mon military  structure and
cooperation among the Per-
san Gulf geatesin socid, po-
litical, cultura and economic
arees.

He sad the Persian Gulf
states need a common and co-
ordinated  platform to guar-
antee peace and security in the
region.

The regiond dates have
common grounds for example
in religious, cultural and ec-
onomic fields and given their
geopolitical situation they nat-
urdly have common interests
and common concerns, he
said.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said security in the Per-

TEHRAN - Ten large dams are to become operational next year, Deputy
Energy Minister for Water Treatment Rasoul Zargar said on Monday.

Construction of several other dams would be continued in the country
next year, he said.

He said the dams expected to be inaugurated
year are Shayadeh dam in Mazandaran Province, Golestan dam in Golestan
Province, Hassanlu dam in West Azar-

in the first half of next

f

san Gulf  should be main-
tained through partnership of
al the regiona states and
cooperation of the littora
sates in this respect would
lead to alasting peace and sta-
bility in the Persian Gulf.

“The modern world is the
world of partnership and con-
sensus.

“Ignoring the necessity of
the modern time will lead to
missing chances” Kharrazi
sad.

Referring to the ail crisis,
he expressed surprise at inter-
ference of certain powers in
decison-making of the pro-
ducers of the crude ail.

He said the Iranian oil di-
plomacy is based on a com-
mon policy on oil and Iran
till has pinned its hope on
the Organization of Petrole-
um Exporting Countries
(OPEC), despite the current
weak points in its per-
formance to underteke the
roleit deserves.

“We are on the brink of
the third millennium which
will start  with the year of di-
dog amongst civilizations
upon a proposa of President
Mohammad Khatami of Iran.
The Islamic states should get
ready to enter a constructive
era,” Kharrazi said.

The Idamic Republic of
Iran as the chairman of the Or-
ganization of the Idamic Con-
ference (OIC) will do what it
can to help the regiona states
reach aconsensus, he said.

Lecturers from 16 states
are expected to address the
ninth  international seminar
on the Persian Gulf. The semi-
nar will work for two days.

Some 60 speciaists from
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Britain, Sweden, Denmark,
Irag, India, Lebanon, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Germany and Russia
have attended the mesting.

tion
and Iran’s

tainable development
ductivity, IRNA reported.

by the
nian proposal .

ductivity.

broaden its

|ran supports efforts
to improve productivity

TEHRAN - UnderSecretary General of the Organiza-
for Employment and State Administrative Affairs
representative to the Asian Productivity Or-
ganization Eshaq Hosseini said
Iran supports national moves to raise productivity rate.
Hosseini told the 39th international meeting of Asian
Productivity Organization that to insure access to sus-
governments should prepare the
ground to tackle global challenges by upgrading pro-

He said an agriculture committee had been formed
Asian Productivity Organization upon an Ira-

He urged al the Asian Productivity Organization
members to strive to increase sensitivity towards pro-

Meanwhile, Secretary Genera of the Organization
for Employment and State Administrative Affairs Mo-
hammad Bagerian in a meeting with  secretary genera
of the Asian Productivity Organization here on Monday
caled for productivity cooperation among various coun-
tries, especialy among those which are members of the
Asian Productivity Organization.

He called on the Asian Productivity Organization to
relations with Iran in line with regiona
peopl€' sinterests and stressed that during President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s tenure Iran  will draw up a com-
prehensive planning to improve administrative  system
aswell as the national economic system.

For his part, the secretary general of Asian Pro-
ductivity Organization praised Iran’s key role in his or-
ganization especialy during President Khatami’ s tenure.

here on Monday that

Middle East railroads officials
visit Iranian port facilities

TEHRAN - Directors
and representatives of the
Middle East railroads or-
ganizations and | nternational
Union of Railroads visited
on Monday the facilities of
Shahid Rajaei Free Trade
Zone (FTZ) in Bandar Ab-
bas, Hormuzgan Province.

The director general of
the provincia port and
shipping organization Ali

visit [ran

the Organization for Idamic
Culture and Communications,
which promotes dialog on so-

cid justice and poverty from a
scriptural perspective.
The prospective  vist

comes as Iran has taken the
leed in promoting diaog
among civilizations. President
Mohammad Khatami’s pro-
posal to designate 2001 as the
year of didlog  has aready
received the support of the
U.N. General Assembly.
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Estiri said, “Shahid Rajaei
port is one of the largest
ports in Iran, handling about
55 percent of all cargoes in
the country.”

“Given the strategic loca-
tion of the Persian Gulf, 99
percent of the non-oil goods
destined for neighboring
countries are shipped from
Shahid Rajaei port,” he add-
ed

Estiri further stated, in
addition to container and
transit facilities available,
the port has modern facilities
and it handled the loading
and off-loading of 33 million

tons of goodsin the last Ira-
nian year (started March 21,
1997).

He added, connections to
80 ports world-wide and ex-
istence of five international
sea lanes are aso some of
the port’s special features.

The deputy director of
raillroad organization Hor-
muz Qothi also said that the
directors and representatives
of railroads organizations of
Syria, Greece, China, Ban-
gladesh, India, Azerbaijan,
Uzbekistan, Dubai and Saudi
Arabia were present in the
visit.
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