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NIOC ready to buy Central Asian

transit fuel supply

TEHRAN - Head of the Customs Administration Mehdi

Karbasian said
here Tuesday that oil minister has approved of the proposal put forward by the
Customs Administration to purchase the Central Asian fuel supplies now being

stranded at Iran-Turkey border. He said that the Customs Administration has | N

proposed the plan to resolve the obstacles faced by the truckers and traders as
well as reducing traffic at the Bazargan customs office. Karbasian added that
many tankers carrying fuel have been stranded on the route connecting Caspian
Sea ports to Bazargan border point, after problems emerged in transiting fuel
from Central Asiato Turkey. He also stressed that given the recent incidents in
Turkey, the problem has become further aggravated. The director of West Azar-
baijan transportation and terminal organization has already announced that

6,000 tankers are stranded on the route.

L eader underlines importance
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Khatami addressing Parliament:

of councils elections

People must vote for com-
petent candidates
TEHRAN - Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei here
Tuesday evening called on
the public to vote for can-
didates who are competent,
faithful and sympathetic to-
wards people in the up-
coming city-village councils
elections this Friday.
Addressing a group of
visiting managing directors
and editors-in-chief of col-
lege students publications,
the Leader underlined the
importance of the forth-
coming elections and its key
role in the progress of &f-
fairs, IRNA reported.
Reiterating peopl€e's role
in determining their own
fate, the Leader stated that if
the law on councils elections
is enforced precisely, it will
be effective for both the
country and the nation.
Ayatollah Khamenei fur-
ther remarked that super-
vison over sound per-
formance of the law and
preventing preferences and
tastes from affecting the
elections process is the task

of the government and of-
ficils while underlining
such yardsticks as com-
petence, faithfulness, piety
and sympathy towards peo-
ple's interests is the re
sponsibility of the people.

The Leader called on the
people to scrutinize eigibil-
ity of the candidates and not
vote for those who may in-
tend to misuse the elections
in order to secure fame for
themselves.  Rather, the
Leader noted, people should
elect competent candidates
who do not intend to flaunt
themselves and are not after
material advantages.

Pointing to the people’'s
role and status in the Islamic
system, Ayatollah Khamenei
stated that in the Islamic ide-
ology and under the Islamic
system people play the piv-
otal role.

The Leader described
people as the main pivot for
sovereignty and power of
the religion and stated that
the demand, resolution and
faith of people and even
their sentiments form pillars
of the lslamic system.

The Islamic Republic is

U.N. Envoy:

isters of the
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Contact group on
Taikistan likely
to meet

TEHRAN - The U.N. specia envoy on Tgjik affairs
lan Kubic disclosed here on Tuesday that foreign min-
Islamic contact group are likely to hold a
meeting to accelerate peace process in Tajikistan.

Speaking at a press conference attended by Iranian
and foreign reporters, Kubic said the U.N. intends to
speed up the pace of peace process in order to prevent re-
currence of acrisis, IRNA reported.

Kubic said he was satisfied with “positive” meetings
and talks he has had with a number of Iranian Foreign
the past few days. He said the
two sides had complained about the slow pace of peace
process in Tgjikistan and explored ways of accelerating it.

He expressed pleasure that the viewpoints of the Unit-
ed Nations, the contact group of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (OIC) and Iran on Tgjikistan are the

He added that one of the ways to accelerate Tajik
is amending the Tajik constitution and
holding parliamentary as well

In view of coordination made with Tajik officials, Ta-
jik opposition leaders and Iranian officials parlia-
mentary elections are expected to be held in Tajikistan

He cited the amnesty of opposition by the Tajik gov-
ernment as another problem facing Tajikistan, saying that
alist of dissidents to be pardoned by the Tgjik govern-
ment has been prepared and offered to the Dushanbe gov-

The U.N. has formulated plans for reconstruction of
Tajikistan and to this end reference can be made of are-
port offered by the U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan
handed to the Security Council for assistance to Tgjiki-

He underlined that Iran has played a key role in res-
peace in Tgjikistan. However, he added, the
will of the Tajik people should be taken into considera-

as presidential electionsin

President:

fully cognizant of the fact
which has also been asserted
in the congtitution in a ra
tional and lega manner.

Terming the people as
the main pillar for the le-
gitimacy of the system, Ay-
atollah Khamenei said dis-
tribution of power has been
reasonably stressed in the
law, adding that al power
centers are directly or in-
directly connected to the
people's vote. In fact, the
Leader stressed, people play
a decisive role and are the
main decision makers.

As for the elections cam-
paign, the Leader stated that
campaign in its sound, hu-
manitarian and Islamic con-
text is essential. But, he add-
ed, campaign in its Western
style means employment of
scientific and psychological
methods in an effort to in-
fluence public opinionin or-
der to tarnish their judgment.
Obvioudly, this type of cam-
paignisagainst ISam and Is-
lamic reasoning and is not
accepted. Disapproving of
the destructive impacts of
Western style campaign as
practiced by certain press in
the country, the Leader said
undoubtedly parts of the re-
sponsibility in connection
with false propaganda falls
on the press which follow a
specific political objective.

The Leader stated in con-
cluson hat sound prop-
aganda campaign should be
waged openly and clarified
accordingly in order to be
transformed into a culture in
the society.

New ship joinsiran’s

commercial fleet

TEHRAN - ‘Iran Tabatabaie’ ship joined Iran's commercial fleet in a
ceremony held in Bandar Abbas on Tuesday.

The shipisthefifth of aseries of six ordered by Iran to South Korea.

It is 16.40 meters long and 30 meters wide with the displacement capac-
ity of 22,900 tons of cargo and 1,005 20-foot containers. The sixth ship isto
be delivered in May. Five more ships of the same type are being built in Chi-
nawhich would join Iran’s commercial fleet in the southern port city of Ban-
dar Abbas in the next one and half months. Contracts have been signed with
Iranian and foreign ship building companies to build 23 multi-purpose and
container ships which are to be delivered to the Islamic Republic Shipping
Lines (IRSL) by the year end. IRSL fleet has the capacity of carrying more
than 14 million tons of goods annually.

Security amust for asound soclety

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami
Wednesday referred to se-
curity as the basis of a
healthy movement towards
achieving social goals and
said security in the present
complex life is based on in-
formation and not on force
and pressure.

Making the remark in the
open session of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly
(Majlis) which later gave a
vote of confidence to the

proposed Minister of In-
formation, Ali Yunes, he
said acquiring sound in-
formation and arriving at
proper interpretations on na-
tional security and interests
was like setting up a large
tent which would shelter
everyone and help determine
the country’s policies, IRNA
reported.

He aso said that one of
the most important issues
every country faced was the
introduction of a proper def-
inition of national security

and the close connection it
had with national interests.
Khatami added that if the
importance of security is un-
derestimated, then numerous
dangers would threaten the
country both from inside and
outside.

The president also
stressed that carelessness,
narrow-mindedness and

dealing with security issues
on baseless presuppositions
would result in neglecting
the enemies.

Stressing the very im-

lamic

ence in that country.
ness for export of

the country.

The Iranian minister voiced Iran’s readi-
asbestos to Kazakhstan
and import of petroleum coke and coal from

Iran ready for expansion of
cooperation with Kazakhstan

TEHRAN - Minister of Mines and Met-
as Eshaqg Jahangiri in a meeting with Ka-
zakh Minister of Trade and Industry H.E.
Abilyazov on Tuesday said that the Iranian
president and his government underline ex-
pansion of cooperation with Kazakhstan and
removal of al hurdleson thisway.

Jahangiri said, “Kazakstan enjoys high
capabilitiesin mining industries and can es-
tablish very good cooperation with the Is-
Republic of Iran in this sector,”
IRNA reported.Some 60 Iranian companies
have been registered in Kazakhstan but a
number of them are facing banking prob-
lems, he said, adding that with the removal
of these obstacles the Iranian private com-
panies are expected to increase their pres-

Exchange of concentrated lead, cop-
per and zinc were among other topicsdis-
cussed at the meeting.

Jahangiri expressed hope that the two
countries would reach
ments to remove hurdles on way of trade
exchanges between the two countries.

Taking into account the good relations
between Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
and Kazakstan, the Kazakh minister said
that his country is willing to further
broaden mutual ties with Iran.

He then underscored the need for re-
vision of transportation tariffsin order to
ease mutual trade exchanges.

Welcoming the trend of privatization
in Iran, he reminded that Kazakh com-
panies are ready to cooperate with their
Iranian counterparts.
minister leading an economic delegation
arrived in Iran on Monday on an official
visit which isto end on February 26.

practical agree-

The Kazakh

portant role of information
in reveding the secret ten-
sions of society and aso
proposing ways to deal with
them, he noted that correct
information will lead to the
fact that movement and dy-
namic actions in the society
will not be mistaken by un-
rest.

Head of the Supreme
National Security Council
further elaborated on the
need to identify the internal
characteristics of a young
society, saying that nobody
should take freedom as a
paralel of anarchism.

Khatami further pointed
to freedom, criticism and
tolerance within the legal
framework as factors which
could deflate tensions in-
side the society and stressed
that the best form of justice
was the establishment of a
sustainable security in the
society.

President Khatami went
on to stress that the govern-
ment wants strong  in-
formation not a horrifying
police machine and “this is
the requirement of religious
values and the condition of
our society.”

“If our country possess-
es a powerful information
system it would not need to
impose means of in-
timidation over the society.”

He also said that a vivid
information system should
act as the brain of the so-
ciety not its arms, adding
that the government favors
“light and brains’ not “arms

and feasts”.

The president further de-
scribed the recent killings as
one of the darkest and most
evil points in the history of
the system but yet be-
lieved that the sincerity of
the Information Ministry of-
ficials in dealing with the is-
sue was a remarkable point
in the history of the revolu-
tion.

He defended the per-
formance of the Ministry of
Information as a whole and
said the ministry comprised
young, brave, expert and
experienced personnel and
citing its weak points would
immunize the organization
against diseases.

President Khatami con-
cluded by underscoring the
firm will of the Leader, the
system and the government
to uproot the recent cancer-
ous events so that they would
not be repeated.

The president aso told
reporters when leaving the
Maijlis building that he hoped
his proposed minister would
get a good vote of con-
fidence.

In answer to a question
on the recent killings, he said
the case is being seriously
followed up.

Hojatoleslam Yunes re-
ceived a vote of confidence
from the Magjlis Wednesday
morning.

From the 224 votes cast,
197 MPs voted for and 9
MPs voted against him. 18
M Ps abstained.

Leader sends message to third Experts Assembly:

Experts Assembly akey decision making center

TEHRAN - The third
Experts Assembly was in-
augurated in the holy city of
Qom Tuesday with a mes-
sage from the Leader of the
Isamic  Revolution Ay-
atollah Ali Khamenei.

The Leader in his mes-
sage pointed to the out-
standing status of the Ex-
perts Assembly among the
system’s other assemblies
and decision-making cen-
ters in keeping up and re-
taining the health of the Is
lamic system, IRNA
reported.

The message further said
that some of the enemies
had invested large sums of
money in a propaganda ploy
which tried to compare the
advanced and revolutionary
principles of the Islamic po-
litical system with those of
some backward countries,
which are supported by ar-
rogant powers in a bid to in-
troduce the rule of religion
and law as an example of au-
thoritarian governments.

The Iranian  nation,

Building confidence creates
new horizon in region

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said
in Tehran on Tuesday the
region belong to the re-
gional states and presence
of foreign forces in the re-
gion should be brought to
an end.

In a meeting with vis-
iting Kuwaiti Minister of
Information Yousuf Mu-
hammad as-Samit, Pres-
ident Khatami said an at-
mosphere  should  be
created in the region under
which no country can even
think about possible in-
vasion of any other state,
IRNA reported.

“The problem now fac-
ing us is the ideas of ag-

gression which un-
fortunately exist in the
region,” the president

said. Pointing to the cur-
rent turmoil and unrest in
the region, President Kha-
tami recommended that
through meditation, sol-
idarity and confidence-
building, the causes of
tension would be up-
rooted. The president ex-
pressed hope that the re-
gional states  would
reinforce their relations on
the basis of mutual respect
and work for a better fu-
ture.

He said confidence-
building and mutual re-
spect are the main pa-
rameters in developing
friendly relations among
the regional states and
building confidence will
bring about a new horizon
in the region.

President Khatami said
the slump in oil prices has
dealt a serious blow to the
national asset of the oil
producing countries.

He expressed hoped
that the member states of
the Organization of  Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) would realize
the current crucial situation
and do what they can to
protect their national as-
sets.

“Under the current sit-
uation, only the importers
and consumers of oil are
making profits while the
oil producing countries are
making loss and importing
their needs from the oil
consuming states at very
high prices,” he said.

The president said Iran
and Kuwait have excellent
relations and called for
further development of bi-
lateral relations to set a
pattern for other regional
states.

The Islamic Republic
of Iran and Kuwait would
cooperate in economic ar-
eas, carry out joint venture
projects and participate in
reconstruction  programs,
he said.

President Khatami said
Iran and Kuwait have com-
mon religion, culture and
similar history, the back-
ground shared by over one
billion Muslims in the
world.

On his part, As-Samit
said Kuwaiti Crown Prince
Sheikh Saad al-Abdullah
as-Salim as-Sabah would
visit the Islamic Republic
of Iran soon and that the
Kuwaiti officials are will-
ing to develop relations
with Iran.

The Kuwaiti minister
said the Kuwaiti delega-
tion held useful talks with
the lranian scholars and
cultural figures and hoped
that this would serve to
promote cultural relations
between the two countries.

As-Samit pointed to
President Khatami’s pro-
posa on dialog among
civilizations and said the
president’s cultural tenet
would help foster friendly
relations between the na-
tions and governments.

through its participation in
the elections, proved that it
would not be influenced by
the propaganda of the en-
emies who are still working
to bring an obedient and sub-
servient  administration to
power in Iran, he added.
Ayatollah Khamenei also
referred to the sensitive du-
ties of the Experts As
sembly which concentrated
on keeping and sustaining
the religious and revolu-
tionary system of leadership
and hoped that the present

Foreign minister:

assembly, comprising a
group of scholars, ulema,
learned and committed ju-
risprudents would manage to
successfully  fulfill the ob-
ligations assigned to it by the
constitutional law in sen-
sitive moments.

Electing a qualified lead-
er and deciding on the de-
gree of his efficiency is a
unique and significant duty
the members of the as
sembly, the Leader noted.

The new presiding board
of the third assembly was

elected later on Tuesday for
atwo-year term.

Ayatollah Ali Meshkini
was elected as the chairman
of the assembly.

Ayatollah  Akbar Ha
shemi Rafsanjani and Ay-
atollah Amini were elected
first and second vice chair-
men of the assembly, re-
spectively.

Ghorbanali Dori  Na-
jafabadi and Hassan Taheri
Khorram were also €elected
the secretaries of the as
sembly.

Iran a harbinger of disarmament

TEHRAN - Iranian For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi and his Indian counter-
part Jaswant Singh in their
first round of negotiation in

New Delhi Tuesday ex-
changed views on bilatera
cooperation at regional and
international levels.

Jaswant Singh said that
India has been aways re-
garded Iran as the cradle of
civilization, culture and his-
tory. He added that the two
countries should take a big
stride to further promote
their bilateral relations,
IRNA reported from New
Delhi.

Singh said New Delhi
would like to give priority to
its technical, economic and
trade cooperation with Teh-
ran and that the two coun-
tries in addition to oil coop-
eration should make

endeavors to aso expand
their cooperation in the area
of natural gas.

He pointed out that Iran
and India are also able to
promote their non-oil coop-
eration such as railway, tele-
communication,  computer
and satellite cooperation.

On political cooperation,
the Indian minister of for-
eign affairs  said that the
two countries should make
regular close contacts to for-
mulate their policies at the
regional and internationa
levels.

Jaswant Singh went on
to say that New Delhi agreed
with Tehran on restoration
of peace in Afghanistan and
that Afghanistan should not
remain as a center of crisis
and tension.

Kharrazi said on his part
that Iran-India relation is

German firm to build
plant in lran

TEHRAN - A German
multinational firm has an-
nounced its intention to
build a complex producing
industrial lubricants in Iran.
The public relations de-
partment of ‘Iman Ravansaz’
consultants company quoted
Monfred Fuchs, the director
of German multinational
‘Fuchs who is here at the
head of a high level delega-
tion, as saying that the com-
pany’s capital investment in
the project is Dlrs 50 million,
IRNA reported.

Stressing that Iran is an
important industrial hub in
Asia, Fuchs said, “lran
needs a variety of industrial
lubricantsin order to reduce
the corrosion of its industrial
machinery and eguipment
and  increase their useful
life-span.”

Referring to the foreign
exchange savings of the com-

plex, he stated, “in the first
phase of the project, over
300 kinds of  products will
be produced, some of which
are now imported from
abroad.”

Fuchs Middle East re-
gional director, Afsar Rashid
also stressed the ad-
vantages of the projects in-
cluding its hard currency
generating potential by ex-
porting its products as well
as transfer of modern  in-
dustrial lubricant production
technology to Iran.

He also said that in addi-
tion to the project’'s foreign
exchange advantage, it will
also create 1,000 employ-
ment opportunities in the
country.

based on the long history of
commonalties and under-
standing between the two
leading world cultures and
civilizations.

Referring to the Iranian
president’s initiative for call-
ing the year 2001 as the year
of dialog amongst civiliza-
tions, Kharrazi pointed out
that formation of a common
institution between the two
nations will be effective in
paving the way for materi-
alization of the diaog.

Expressing concern over
Afghan situation and the suf-
ferings of the innocent peo-
ple of Afghanistan, the Ira-
nian foreign minister said
“for many years the Islamic
Republic of Iran has endured
problems in the war-stricken
Afghanistan and that even
now we believe a com-
prehensive government
should rule that country.”

“Iran has been one of
the harbingers of dis
armament and regarded the
armament race as the cause
of insecurity and instability

in the region,” Kharrazi
said.
The Iranian foreign

minister then stated that
Tehran and New Delhi
through their economic and
industrial cooperation and
bolstering of their cultural
relations would be able to
pave the way for creation of
a further common under-
standing between the na-
tions of the two countriesin
order to help regional peace,
security and stability.

The Tenth session of In-

dia-lran joint economic
commission opened in New
Delhi Tuesday under the

chairmanship of the foreign
ministers of the two coun-
tries.
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|ranian clnema
season 1n London

LONDON - A two-week season show-casing the
new Iranian cinema which is internationally rec-
ognized as one of the most exciting and inventive
film culture of recent years, will be opened at the
ICA Cinemain London on February 26.

During the two-week event, 12 films by famous
Iranian directors will be screened. The following is a

list of the films:
*The Traveller

(Mosafer)

by Abbas Kia-

rostami,26 February-4 March. Kiarostami’s brilliant
debut follows a boy’s comic attempts to raise cash to
see afootball match in Tehran.

*Close-Up (Namaye Nazdik) directed by Abbas
Kiarostami, 26-28 February. Truth and fiction con-
verge when a young man introduces himself as great
film maker Mohsen Makhmalbaf, and inveigles his
way into afamily he purports to be filming.

*The Cyclist (Bicycleran) by Mohsen Makh-
malbaf, 26 February-4 March. Nasim needs cash to
treat his ailing wife. He bets he can pedal his bicycle

non-stop for a week.

*Dance of Dust (Raghs-e-Khak) by Abolfazl Ja-
lili, 1-2 March. A young worker in a remote com-
munity dedicated to making clay bricks starts hearing

voices in the wind.

*The Jar (Khomreh) by Ebrahim Foruzesh, 3-4
March. This award-winning film follows a desert
school’s difficulties when their precious water jar is

broken.

*Taste of Cherry by Abbas Kiarostami, 5-7
March. ‘Beguiling’ Time Out Winner of the 1996
Palme d’Or at Cannes. A man drives around remote
villages, offering strangers a lift and money if they

help him commit suicide.

*Bashu, the Little Stranger by Bahram Beyzaie,
5-7 March. A boy flees to the Caspian Sea his family
in an Iraqi air raid. Instead of refuge, he finds his
skin colour and language arouse suspicion.

*The Fish by Kambuzia Partovi, 8-9 March. The
Fish centers on a dispute over a goldfish between
two young friends. Partovi’s affecting film turns this
simple premise into a rich account of the political un-
certainties of post-revolution Iran.

*Homework (Mashgh-e Shab) by Abbas Kia-
rostami, 8-9 March. Schoolchildren discuss home-
work, and we meet their exasperated, sometimes il-

literate parents.

*The Immigrant by Ebrahim Hatamikia, 10-11
March. Director Hatamikia’'s experiences as a cin-
ematographer on the front line during the Iran-Iraq
war are framed within this drama following the sto-
ries of agroup of Iranian pilots behind Iragi lines.

*Nargess by Rakhshan Bani

Etemad, 10-11

March. A woman gets caught up in a murderous love
triangle in this film by this celebrated female di-

rector.

*Salaam Cinema by Mohsen Makhmalbaf, 12-13
March. Riots ensue when distinguished film maker
Mohsen Makhmalbaf advertises for actors for his
film about the centenary of cinema. This intelligent
and funny portrait of modern Iran testifies to the

power of film.
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