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|ran expresses concern over

Situation in Kosovo

TEHRAN - Iran’s Foreign Ministry Wednesday voiced concern over the

situation in Kosovo and the Balkans. Deputy Foreign Minister for Euro- | N

American Affairs Morteza Sarmadi said that talks for Kosovo at Rambouil-
let, France, were postponed because of the rift in the opinion of the nego-

tiating parties.

He said that the different sides to the talks would best be advised to show
self-restraint and toleration so that talks might continuein mid March.

Sarmadi said Muslim governments worldwide can play a leading role in
connection with the situation in Kosovo and return a lasting peace to that re-

gion.
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Central Bank ready to set up
private banks

TEHRAN - An officid
a Centrad Bank of Iran
(CBI) said Wednesday that
CBI is ready to start pri-
vatization in  monetary and
financial sectors and set up
private banks.

CBI’s director for super-
visory and banking affairs
Nasser Y ousefi-Kia re-
iterated, “establishing pri-
vate banks has been  ap-
proved by the CBI and
ratified by the Guardians
Council and there is no lega
impediments on the way of
their operations,” IRNA re-
ported.

Speaking a the in-
auguration ceremony of the

credit institution of Com-
pany for Development of
Construction Industries, he
added, “the purpose of
banking is to offer depositors
areal share of the profit.”

Y ousefi-Kia further said
“private banks will increase
competition in speedily ren-
dering services to clients and
facilitate banking  opera-
tions.”

He added that the new
competition will aso per-
suade the country’s banking
system to take steps for more
competition with the  pri-
vate banks.

Alluding to CBI’'s sup-
port for private banking sys-

tem, he added, “the CBI will
back institutions in dis
bursements of profitson de-
posits at real rates in line
with existing regulations.”

“The measure will en-
courage banks to compete
with one another and at the
same time to provide bank-
ing services to the public,”
the CBI official noted.

Referring to the payment
of profits at real rates on de-
posits, he said, “in lieu of the
technical nature of the pro-
fession, the banks can dis-
tribute their rea profits
earned to the depositors in
proportion to their share of
deposits.”

Foreign minister at press conferencein New Delhi:

Iran welcomes unity among Indians

TEHRAN - Iran’s For-
eign Minister Kama Khar-
razi Wednesday said his
country encouraged unity
among Muslims and non-
Muslimsin India

Kharrazi was addressing
ajoint press conference here
with his Indian counterpart,
Jaswant Singh after signing
three agreements with this
country. To a question on
Rushdie’s visa to India the
Iranian foreign minister
said, “any action which hurt
the unity among Muslims
and non-Muslims in India
should not be encouraged,”
IRNA reported from New
Delhi. On Afghanistan issue
both the ministers said they
discussed the issue ex-
tensively. “We want an early
and peaceful solution to
the Afghanistan issue,” Jas-
want Singh said.

In response to a question

by IRNA that why the earlier
agreement  between India
and Iran could not improve
the relationship between the
two countries, Singh said
“we are examining the mech-
anism to implement all
agreements signed.” Khar-
razi also echoed similar sen-
timents.

Dr. Kharrazi said “the In-
dia-lran joint commission
will help in improving the
relationship between the two
countries.”

Earlier Dr. Kharrazi and
Jaswant Singh during the
joint commission meeting
surveyed the whole range of
economic, technica and
commercial cooperation be-
tween Indiaand Iran.

While expressing satis-
faction a the progress
achieved in some sectors of
bilateral cooperation, the two
ministers agreed that more

Unearthed ancient city
dates back to 3000 B.C.

- Theremnants of an Ira-
nian ancient city called the
Burnt City (Shahr-e-Sukhteh)
has been unearthed in south-
eastern Iran. Thecity islocat-
ed 57 km southwest of Zabol
in the southeastern Province
of Sistan-Baluchestan, ar-
cheologist Dr.Mansur Seyed
Sajadi saidonTuesday.

Speaking at a press con-
ference, Sgjadi said the city
hasbeenthe center of civiliza-
tion three thousand years be-
fore Christ. It is150 hectares
wide. He said the Burnt City
existed for 1,000 years. Ac-
cording to Sgadi, it is es-
timated that about four billion
speciesof plants and animals
aswell ashandicraftshavere-
mainedinthecity.

He predicted that it takes
about 450 yearsto carry out a
full excavation at the site of
the Burnt City and identify its
heritage. Sajadi said the
Burnt City consisted of three
parts, residential areain the
east, working places in-
cluding carpentry, straw-
plaiting, metal-working, in-
scription works and other oc-
cupationsinthewest city and
the grave-yard. He said the
graveyard occupiesan areaof
about 25 hectares with about
25,000t040,000 graves. Two
or three bodies had been bur-
iedineachgrave.

Some 60,000 human
skeletons have been found in
thegraveyard, hesaid.

Sajadi saidalargenumber
of graveshavebeenunearthed
each being 70 centimeter deep
whereinfantsbelow five-year
old have been buried, sug-
gestingthat they had beenbur-
ied hastily following the out-
break of anepidemic.

HesaidtheBurnt City had
5,000 to 7,000 population.
The people living in the city
were involved in stone-
works, excavating precious
stones like turquoise, agate,
colored stone, lapislazuli and
exporting themto thewestern
and southwestern parts of
Iran. The archeologist said
thecity had beenrun by acen-
tral governingsystem.Nofor-
tress, or weapon has been
found in the Burnt  City in-
dicating the people had lived
inpeaceandsecurity.

Onthelanguageof thecit-
izens, hesaid noknowledgeis
yet available about the lan-
guage spoken by the people
living in the Burnt City, but,
the hand-writings on pottery
isin“llami-Mogadam”.

The archeologist said the
Burnt City had been de

veloped about five thousand
yearsago. It had been gripped
by asocial andpolitical crisis
and subsequently ruined be-
causeof achangeinthecourse
of “Hirmand River”. Mean-
while, surgeon Dr. Maziar
Ashrafian who works part-
timefor the Cultural Heritage
Organization said the studies
on the Burnt  City indicated
that abrain surgery had taken
place 5,000 years ago in the
city. Ashrafiansaidstudieson
the skull of a13-year old girl
indicated that she had under-
gone brain surgery to take a
part of her skull bone, because
she had been suffering from
hydrocephaly. Hesaid thegirl
lived at least about six months
after the  surgery. The sur-
geonsaidtheoperationoncra-
nium indicated that there had
been equipment and tech-
niques for such operation
5,000yearsago.

vigorous efforts were re-
quired to realize the full po-
tential in commercial and ec-
onomic areas.

Iran discusses
energy
cooperation
with Greece,
amenia

TEHRAN - Second
session of the committee
for trilateral  energy
cooperation between Iran,
Greece and Armenia was
held here Tuesday, it was
announced here Wednes-
day.
Addressing the ses-
sion, Deputy Energy
Minister, Hamid Chitch-
ian referred to historical
relations between Iran,
Greece and Armenia and
expressed hope that the
positive and constructive
trend between the three
countries will continue in
future, IRNA reported.

The first session of
the committee was held
in the Armenian capital
of Yerevan last June, he
said expressing satisfac-
tion over the positive
outcome of the first ses-
sion.

Chitchian said that es-
tablishment of an energy
information bank be-
tween the three countries
as well as different ways
to bolster trilateral coop-
eration including ex-
change of experts delega-
tions, exchange of
technology and economic
know-how, and participa-
tion in one another ex-
hibitions were reviewed
in the first session.

At the end of the
meeting, aletter of under-
standing will be signed
by the three sides.

burg

tries.

very good.

Iranian business delegation in Germany

Tehran-Bonn
to enhance trade

TEHRAN - An Iranian delegation arrived in Ham-
Wednesday in the second day of its arrival in
Germany. The delegation is to participate in a number
of seminars on ‘the Iranian economy’ in various Ger-
man cities later on this month.

Vice-Chairman of the German Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries Dr. Asche said in Hamburg
Wednesday that he had meetings with over 150 German
businessmen and company executives and said he hoped
that the picture that the Iranian delegation would draw
of the Iranian economy would help enhance business
and trade exchanges between Iran and

Head of the Iran Chamber of Commerce Alinagi
Khamoushi in Hamburg offered his optimism about the
accomplishments of the Iranian delegation in Germany
and said those seminars would help delegates of the
two countries arrive at mutual understandings.

He said what the Islamic Republic had ac-
complished in the course of its first and second national
development plans had been unique in comparison with
the customary post-revolution situations in other coun-

Also Iranian Ambassador to Bonn Ahmad Azizi said
in Hamburg Tuesday that relations between Iran and
Germany in the post-revolution period had aways been

More than 150 German businessmen and en-
trepreneurs participated in the ‘Iranian economy’ semi-
nar in Hamburg Wednesday.

Germany.
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Iran, Syria discuss academic

cooperation

TEHRAN - Chancellor of Iran’s Islamic Azad University Abdullah Jas-
bi and Syrian Higher Education Minister Salihah Sangar on Wednesday ex-
changed views on bilateral scientific, cultural and academic cooperation.

The two sides agreed that the Islamic Azad University grant eight schol-
arships to the Syrian Ministry of Higher Education in the postgraduate and
Ph.D. Levels.

Jasbi, who is a member of the presiding board of the union of Muslim
world universities, isin Damascus to attend the union’s meeting. He has so
far met and conferred with officials of Tishrin, Damascus, Halb and Al-Baath
universities.

Iran, Russia agree to develop
economic ties

TEHRAN - The Idamic
Republic of Iran and Russia
signed on Wednesday a
memorandum  of  under-
standing (MOU) on con-
solidation and development
of mutual economic coop-
eration.

The MOU was signed in
a meeting between Iran's
Minister of Mines and Met-
als Eshag Jahangiri and the
Russian Minister of Natura
Resources, Victor Aurlov in
Tehran, IRNA reported.

Based on the agreed
MOU and given Russids
high capabilities at mining
sector, it was agreed that
Russia provide Iran with
experts and technological
know-how in the field.

The use of satellites and
space facilities were among
other  topics envisaged in
the MOU to further facilitate
mutual cooperation.

The Iranian minister also
called on Russia to expedite
the production of alumina
which is used as a raw ma-
terial for production of alu-

Iran, Japan to cooperate in
training manpower

TEHRAN - Deputy La
bor and Socia Affairs Min-
ister for Cultural and Inter-
national Affairs Mohammad
Afkari said here on Wednes-
day that a seminar of tech-
nica and vocational training
institutes of Iran and Japan is
to be held herein April.

Afkari said the seminar
is co-sponsored by Iranian
and Japanese  labor min-
istries and representatives of
eight member countries of

the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) are to
participate in the gathering,
IRNA reported.

Afkari said the god in
holding the seminar is to
transfer modern technology,
management of manpower
resources and productivity in
the technical and vocational
training sector. The par-
ticipants, he said, are to re-
port on their achievementsin
the fields of manpower de-

velopment, educational in-
struments and standards of
technical and vocationa
skills. A delegation, com-
prising senior officials of the
Japanese Labor Ministry, is
to arrive in Tehran soon to
make necessary coordination
with Iran's Technica and
Vocational Training Or-
ganization, the Labor and
Sociad  Affairs  Ministry’s
public relations department
announced.

Privatization inevitable for
solving economic problems

TEHRAN - Theslumpin
oil prices has created a se-
rious anxiety among oil pro-
ducing countries whose
economies are dependent on
oil to a great extent, said an
expert Majid Qasemi.

In an interview with the
english daily ‘Tehran Times
published Wednesday, Qa-
semi elaborated on the rea
sons for sagging oil prices
and said “there has not been
such analysis or any implica
tionto make a rumor about
petroleum losing its value.

“Mega-mergers in pe
troleum sector, like almost
al other sectors of the in-
ternational economy are to
reduce costs in an  un-
precedented manner,” he
said.

On the consumption
side, gasoline-oriented fuel

New minister stresses
Importance of a powerful
Information system

TEHRAN - The new
Information Minister Ho-
jatoleslam Ali Yunesi who
received an overwhelming
vote of confidence from
the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (Mdjlis)
Wednesday morning, said
that his prime target is to
safeguard the power of the
Information Ministry.

Yunesi said that the
power of the information
system  guarantees the
might of the Islamic Re-
public. Therefore, he add-
ed, undermining the in-
formation system of the
country and its staff is not
in the interest of the na-
tional security.

He said that by hatch-
ing various plots, the en-
emies are attempting to
downgrade the country’s
information system, adding
that in order to thwart the
enemy’s conspiracies, a
powerful and  competent
information system is need-
ed.

Underlining the need to
provide a condition under
which al citizens can feel
prevalence of security, Ho-
jatoleslam Yunes said no

one should develop the
idea that personal secrets
and information are at
stake. “I am opposed to
any disrespect, revealing
and defamation,” said the
newly elected minister.

He stressed that the In-
formation Ministry is a se-
cure and reliable shelter for
the people and an ambush
for the enemies and ill-
wishers of the system.

Hojatolesam  Yunesi
further remarked that while
the Information ~ Ministry
should be obedient to the
Leader and the president, it
should refrain from taking
preferences into considera-
tion.

He reiterated that na-
tiona interests can be pre-
served and  revolutionary
values and ideals of the
Imam be defended only
through a powerful, uni-
fied, independent and im-
partiadl Information Min-
istry.

The minister divulged
that through cooperation
with the Foreign Ministry,
the Information Ministry
plays a key role in support
of national  interests

abroad, adding that such a
role can become further ef-
fective in removing tension
with the help of Muslim,

friendly and neighboring
countries,
He wunderlined “pres

ervation of security for the
system and the citizens’ as
the prime responsibility of
the information system and
stressed that people are the
main asset of the In-
formation Ministry.

Hojatoleslam Yunesi
said that no gap should be
created between the people
and the Information Min-
istry, adding that peopl€e's
rights should be preserved.

Underscoring the crucial
responsibility of security,
information, police and ju-
dicial organizations in the
country, the minister said
that in fighting with wrong-
doers, the information min-
istry should focus on pre-
vention of sins.

He further pointed to
the importance of the pres-
ence of thousands of highly
skilled staff at the ministry
and said the Information
Ministry should make op-
timum use of such forces.

cells are reducing the con-
sumption of gasoline to less
than a third. Energy con-
servation and reduction of
pollution are the in-
dispensable parts of sustain-
able development plans of
the international economy.
“These are the facts that
we should appropriate and
take very seriously”, he add-

On ways to spend the ail
incomes for macro in-
vestments, he said that the
income should be used for
purchase of reproducible
capital, adding it was one
of the basic guidelines given
by the Leader in the Second
Development Plan. How-
ever, the plan did not have
the vital  restructuring ele-
ment for the implementation
of this guideline.

As for the free trade
zones, they were established
to boost exports but they
turned into spots for the
flight of hard currency in-
stead, he said adding that the
free zones are constructed
with  specific development

purposes, but none ever un-
derstood this criteria.

It is for this reason that
“such zones in our economy
have never contributed to
the development of econ-
omy,” he pointed out.

On decentralization and
privatization, he said one
should consider widespread
privatization and elimination
of monopolies very se-
riously since lack of both
these elements would distort
the optimum performance of
the economy.

On prompt solutions to
the economic problems, he
said, no economic problem
in the world has any immedi-
ate and off-the-cuff solu-
tion. You should always find
the roots of disturbances and
tackle them with proper at-
tention and planning, he
said. However, “structural
adjustment should be the fo-
cal point of any develop-
ment plan at the present
stage,” and this is what has
been neglected during the
past five-year development
plans,hesaid.

Iran, Netherlands to
upgrade fisheries
cooperation

TEHRAN - Deputy Construction Jihad Minister and Man-
aging Director of Fisheries Organization Jalali and Director
General of Dutch Fisheries Ministry Roel Bol in a meeting
here on Wednesday discussed ways and means of improving

mutual cooperation.

Jalali said that further identification with each other’'s fa-
cilities will be important in upgrading mutual cooperation in
the field of fishing, IRNA reported.

He said that Iran’'s fisheries is ready to cooperate with the
Netherlands in sea creatures trade, industria fishing, fisheries
industries, research and education.

Deputy head of the Fisheries Organization for fishing and
fisheries industry Saeedi said that legal barriers of Tehran-
Hague cooperation will be removed following ratification of a
law for protection of sea creatures at parliament and its imple-

mentation by the government.

Saeedi said there has been rise in activities to produce sea
creatures and all related affairs are handled by the private sec-
tor. Dutch Ambassador to Tehran said that three universities
are active in the field of Iran’s history and culture as well as
on the Persian language literature.

He said that while in Tehran, the Dutch delegation has ex-
plored new areas of mutual cooperation. Bol said for his part
that his country is ready to contribute to commercial activities
in Iran, do research on sea creatures and export or produce the

products in the country, exchange related

information and

technical know-how and construct fishing ports.
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minum.

The Russian minister
heading an economic and
commercial  delegation ar-
rived in Tehran on Tuesday
night at the official in-
vitation of the minister of
mines and metals.

Speaking after the sign-
ing ceremony, Aurlov said
the U.S. has asked Russia to
have alow key ties with Iran
which should not be against
theU.S.

Aurlov said, “Russia is
Iran’s neighbor and in light
of our shared values, it is
ready to expand bilatera
cooperation.”

He aso expressed Rus-
sids readiness to transfer
technology and technical-
engineering expertise to Iran.

Referring to mining and
geology as a favorable area
of hilateral cooperation,
Aurlov added, “Iran has pro-
gressed significantly in the
past 20 years and Russia is
interested to play a contrib-
uting roleto Iran’s Develop-
ment.”

Jahangiri said for his
part, “Iran-Russia ties are on
a favorable course and both
countries are determined to
expand bilateral ties.”

He also expressed hope
that the cordia diplomatic
relations between the two
countries give an impetus to
expansion of bilateral ec-
onomic ties.

Pointing to Russia as
Iran’s main partner in min-
ing sector, he said, “Iran is
satisfied with previous coop-

eration with Russia.”

Jahangiri stated that ge-
ology, explorations and ex-
change of experts are areas
of bilateral cooperation.

Heading a high level del-
egation the Russian natural
resource minister arrived in
Tehran on Tuesday morning.
he was to leave Tehran on
Thursday.

Meanwhile, Russian Ag-
riculture Minister  Viktor
Semyonov  in  Moscow
Tuesday called for expan-
sion of Tehran-Moscow re-
lations in all fields, in the
area of agriculture in par-
ticular.

Making the remark in a
meeting with Iran’'s Am-
bassador to Russia Mehdi
Safari, he stressed that ex-
change of agricultural ex-
perts between the two coun-
tries will be to the interest of
the two sides.

Welcoming the future
visit of his lranian counter-
part Issa Kalantari to Rus-
sig, he said that the visit will
definitely lead to further ex-
pansion of bilateral ties.

Underlining the need for
promotion of cooperation be-
tween the two countries
scientific and research cen-
ters, the Iranian ambassador
voiced Tehran's readiness to
exchange scientific delega
tions with Moscow.

He aso caled for ex-
change of delegations be-
tween Russian Science
Academy and the two Ira
nian universities of Mashhad
and Tehran.

country for

vestmentsin this sector.

centin Iran.

ly, the minister added.

Energy minister
calsfor investment
IN water sector

TEHRAN - Energy Minister Habibollah Bitaraf here
Wednesday called for appropriate investment to be made
inthe water  sector in order to meet the country’ s needs.

Addressing a seminar on water and drainage systems,
he stressed that water pollution in Iran poses a serious
threat to water resources, IRNA reported.

He further criticized excessive use of water in the
agricultural purposes.

Underlining the need for use of the country’s entire
water potential, he called for domestic and foreign in-

Due to increase in global water consumption, water
will bea strategic liquid in the 21st century, Bitaraf add-
ed

" The average global water consumption in the field of
agriculture is 80 percent, he said adding that the figure is
65 percent in developing countries while it is over 92 per-

According to the existing statistics, the country’s wa-
ter reserves are some 130 hillion cubic meters, out of
which only 80 billion cubic meters are accessible current-

As to measures taken by the ministry, he said that 58
dams are under construction all over the country. By put-
ting into operation of the dams some 13 billion cubic me-
ters will be added to the country’s water capacity and
some nine billion cubic meters to the electricity genera-
tion capacity, Bitaraf added.

During the two-day seminar 120 articles will be pre-
sented by water and energy experts.

U.N. report:

Opiate seizuresin lran continue
to be largest worldwide

TEHRAN - Opiate seizure in Iran continued to be the
largest worldwide, but most countries of the Commonwealth
of Independent States, (CIS) have discovered sharply in-
creasing amounts  of the drug, particularly heroin, stated a

U.N. report.

A press release issued by the U.N. Information Center
here said that Iran is one of the main illicit markets for Af-

ghan opium.

Ilicit opium growing has increased in Afghanistan, a-
though bad wesather should make 1998's crop smaller than
last year's, stated the article. Afghanistan is now making all

the illegal heroin that

formerly came from Pakistan and the

board is concerned that opium and heroin have been stock-
piled in northern Afghanistan near the Tajik border for traf-
ficking in that and other countries.

Preliminary estimates of the 1998 poppy crop in Pakistan
suggest an increase over 1997 and International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB) hopes the government will still be able
to eradicate the plant by the year 2000, as promised.

The report disclosed that the Caucasus has emerged as a

new
due to
crime.

corridor for transit trafficking in illicit drugs, mainly
porous CIS borders and an increase in organized
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